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 SEPTMEMBER MEETING - September 17, 2010  
 THE TELEPHONE  CITY 

Time: 7:30 pm  

 Location: Woodman Park Community Centre  

491 Grey St., Brantford, On  

Program :  KATHERINE LAHAY 

MINERAL IDENTIFICATION 

Katherine as most of you know is a club member, 

gem show dealer and one half of our fieldtrip 

leader dynamic duo.  

Katherine is also a member of the Earth Sciences 

faculty at the University of Waterloo. 

This program will teach the process of mineral 

identification using the basic methods of colour, 

lustre, hardness, cleavage, streak, etc. 

Front Page Photos - (Upper) - Bob Parry demonstrates drilling a stone using diamond bit at June meeting 

Lower Left - Photo “The Miner” depicting miner Billy Parsons  from mural commemorating Bell Island’s  

NL  heritage 

Lower Right- CCFMS display at 2010 Bancroft show 

Upper right - Herkimer diamond collected by the Gage family during May 24 fieldtrip.  

1. Our new website is now available for viewing (same address -  

www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca). I would like to thank Heather Parry for 

her time and effort in assisting the club to make our new site possible. The new 

site is not only user friendly for browsing but will also be much easier for me to 

maintain.   

2. Our workshops will begin the same week as our meeting (Wednesday evening 

(7-9 pm) September 15 and Thursday afternoon (1-3 pm) September 16. 

3. October 15 meeting program  features  Shannon Kennedy - Jewellery Design 

4. It is with much sadness I would announce the passing of one of our long time show dealers - John Beevor 

(Rock of Ages Lapidary - Kleinburg, Ont.) We wish condolences to Pat and family.  

N.B.  BRAD M. IS LOOKING FORWARD TO THE SHOW AND TELL PART OF OUR MEETING. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING STORIES, ROCKS OR ANYTHING THAT HAPPENED OVER THE 

SUMMER AND SHARE IT WITH YOUR FELLOW CLUB MEMBERS. 
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include maples, oaks, sycamores, 

and walnuts.  

4. In the 1800’s petrified wood was 

not only collected by tourists and 

specimen seekers but also by gem 

hunters. They wanted the gem crys-

tals of amethyst that had developed 

inside some of the logs. The gem 

hunters didn’t have the patience to 

try to figure out what was inside the 

log. They simply applied a bit of 

black powder or dynamite and blew 

the log apart to get the amethyst. 

This hit-or-miss gem mining activity 

is what accounts for most of the mil-

lions upon millions of petrified wood 

shards that are scattered over the 

Petrified Forest. 

5. The trees that lie in Arizona’s 

Petrified Forest actually grew some-

where else, probably in what we now 

call northern New Mexico and 

southern Colorado. Eons ago, dur-

ing the Triassic Period, there were 

no coastal mountains in California. 

Moisture-laden westerly winds blew 

off the Pacific Ocean unimpeded, 

bringing plenty of moisture with 

them. The earth position of the re-

gion at that time was equatorial, so 

Petrified Wood Facts 

Did you Know?  

1. Limb casts are formed when wood 

buried in hot ash is burned away, 

leaving an opening that is later com-

pletely filled by agate (chalcedony). 

Some limb casts are very well formed, 

showing the entire shape of the limb 

with other branches. Limb casts usu-

ally have a white exterior  and are 

discerned from petrified wood by 

their general appearance. When cut 

there are no growth rings or cell 

structure. 

2. In the United States, Arizona’s Pet-

rified Forest National Park dates 

from the Triassic Period (about 225 

million years ago), there is a Devo-

nian (385 million years ago) petrified 

forest near Gilboa, New York, and 

the Mississippi Petrified Forest, near 

Flora is a relatively recent 36 million 

years old. 

3. There are two common types of 

fossil trees: gymnosperms and angio-

sperms. The gymnosperms are non-

flowering, seed-bearing trees that 

include conifers like cedars, firs, 

pines, redwoods and spruces. The 

angiosperms are flowering trees that 

THE TELEPHONE CITY CRYSTAL 

the weather was hot and humid. There 

is evidence that heavy rain and strong 

winds tore through the region bringing 

down huge Araucarioxylon arizonicum 

conifers, some which stood over 200 

feet tall. The resulting floods carried 

the trees, tens of thousands of them, 

into the area that was to become Ari-

zona. The raging water tumbled at the 

logs, tearing off limbs, roots, and even 

the tree bark in many cases. The logs 

finally came to rest on a water-soaked 

flood plain. Apparently, the rains and 

mud flows continued long enough to 

bury the arriving logs, protecting them 

from rot and insects. This was ideal for 

petrifaction. The land was restless, and 

soon tectonic action began to lift the 

area. It also caused a series of volca-

noes to erupt rapidly to the west, 

where California and Nevada are to-

day. The volcanoes spewed huge quan-

tities of high-silica ash into the west-

erly winds, which carried into Arizona, 

covering the mud flats beneath which 

the logs were buried. That volcanic ash 

became the source of silica that re-

placed the wood. Invading water also 

dissolved metallic salts, including iron 

oxide, manganese oxide, and uranium 

salts, out of the ash. (ref. Rock & Gem) 

Workshop Tips -Treatment for Special Stones 

Tourmaline & Garnet - Both chip. Grind carefully on well dressed wheels. Both stones are fairly heat sensitive-sand 

wet. Linda A on leather is a good polishing combination for these gems. 

Tigereye - Always grind, sand tiger-eye in the direction of the material to eliminate and damaging the fibers at the sur-

face. 

Polishing Apache Tears 

Fill a Loritone Barrel Tumbler with 2.75 pounds of unpolished Apache Tears to 1" from top of barrel with water to 

top of the Apache Tears. 

Add course grit [2-2.5oz.] and one small baby food bottle of plastic pellets or small pieces of rubber inner tube. Tum-

ble for three weeks, 24 hours a day. 

Add fine grit [2.5 oz.] and one small bottle of pellets or small pieces of rubber inner tube. Tumble for two weeks, 25 

hours a day. 

Add pre-polish [2oz.] and one small bottle of pellets or small pieces of inner tube. Tumble for two weeks, 24 hours day. 

Add polish [2oz. of tin oxide], one small bottle of pellets or small bits of rubber inner tube, and three tablespoons 

sugar. Tumble for two weeks, 24 hours a day. 

Add two tablespoons of Spic & Span soap, one bottle of pellets or small bits of rubber inner tube. Tumble for one 

hour. 

Note: After each step, thoroughly wash Apache Tears, pellets or small bits of rubber inner tube and tumbler barrel. 

Add fresh water with each step. 

from Golden Spike News-12/97 via Rock Rollers, 3/01 
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

Twenty Five Years Ago -  September Meeting 1985 

“ After the summer of leisure, rock hounding, field tripping and related lapidary activity, the new season commences: 

the September meeting was called to order by Reg Dinsmore the President. Several items of business both old and new 

were dealt with. The highlight of the evening was a slide show presented by Gord Stoneman, our ambassador to Ari-

zona while the snow flies around here. His pictures displayed rock formations, petrified forest, painted desert and 

beauty spots in Grand Canyon, Bryce Canyon, Zion Canyon and other noteworthy geological exhibits. His strong clear 

voice and good diction precluded any need for a microphone. Thanks, Gordon, for a trip through the land marks of 

time.” 

June Meeting 2010 

Our June potluck held at Bob and Betty’s showroom, provided our members with good food, great member 

interaction and an interesting demonstration of methods of drilling stones using diamond drills or ultrasonic 

vibration and grit. Thanks again to the Parry’s for hosting our meeting and providing the drilling demonstra-

tion. Also thanks to Kim LeBlanc for a delicious cake in the form of our new logo . 

LAPPING 

Lapping is the process used to grind and polish flat sur-

faces such as flat slabs, Transparencies (slabs with beau-

tiful patterns and colours), book ends, desk sets, etc. The 

process is essentially the same as in grinding and tum-

bling, except much faster particularly with the new auto-

matic vibrating laps.  

Step#1 Coarse Grind 

Be sure that the slab is flat and does not have the slight 

projections that occur as slab breaks off in sawing. Grind 

the excess off. Wash slab so that it is free of coolant used 

in the sawing. Put approximately 6-8 tablespoons of #220 

silicon carbide grit in 10” pan. Add water to a depth of 

approx. 1/4”. Place slabs in pan and turn machine on. If 

slabs are thin you may weight them with lead weights 

using dop wax to secure them to the slab. About 8 hours 

in #220 grit should be enough for the first grind. Never 

leave a lap unattended. As slabs, or geodes grind down 

the mixture in the lap will get thicker and restrict the 

action of the slabs.  They should move freely in circular 

motions around the pan. Add water from time to time so 

that the slabs move freely. If they don’t move the pattern 

of the lap pan will appear and give a very undesirable 

finish. Some materials are harder and softer so the time 

can vary from 6-10 hours depending on material. After 

the slabs are ground flat, wash pan and slabs thoroughly. 

Be sure the grit is washed out of the pan. Even one parti-

cle of grit can spoil the surface of the fine grind opera-

tion.  

Step #2 Fine Grind 

Repeat as before only use #600 silicon carbide. After 8 

hours repeat washing operation. Be sure that slabs and 

pan are clean and free of all grit. 

Step #3 Polish 

Place polishing pad in pan. Saturate with water. Now add 

tin oxide or similar polish. Place slabs on pad. You will 

have to add more polish until it forms a whipped cream 

like appearance. Run slabs for 6-8 hours. Check occa-

sionally to see if slabs are polishing. You should get a 

mirror like polish in this length of time. If dull spots, do 

not polish, repeat step #2 then proceed to polish again. 
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More Club Info:  

1. I recently had coffee with former club member Bill Van Gaal. Bill contacted me to say that he had seen my new 

attempts at our show to put some kind of a club history together and that he had some info about the club when 

he was on the executive. He handed me a large envelope containing old newsletters,  show flyers and even a bul-

letin about the opening ceremonies of Woodman Park Community Centre. (November 2 1978).  I was most ex-

cited to receive this packet and will include any pertinent info into the archives. I would like to thank Bill on 

behalf of the club for taking the time to provide us with this information. I would also thank Phyllis for also giv-

ing me a large folder of material earlier this year that she had in her possession. If any of the older members 

have newspaper articles or any info pertaining to club’s history please contact me. 

2. President John Moons has requested that we survey the club members for information on cataloguing mineral  

collections. If anyone has a preferred method contact John or email me your knowledge on this request. 

3. University of Waterloo Gem and Mineral Show 

30th and 31st October 10 am - 5 pm    Saturday includes Science Open House 

Sunday lecture at 2:00pm Haiti Earthquake lecture by Steven Evans 

Admission free further information will be available soon at     

http://earth.uwaterloo.ca/outreach/museum/gem-and-mineral-show  or by calling 519-888-4567 ext 32469 

4. OUR CLUB WILL  BE PROVIDING  AN AREA AT ROBERT HALL’S ANNUAL ROCK SWAP AND SALE 

AT ST. GEORGE FOR ANY CLUB MEMBERS WHO WISH TO SELL OR SWAP ANY HOBBY RELATED 

ITEMS. THE SWAP IS ON SEPTEMBER 11 FROM 10AM -5PM. IF YOU HAVE A FEW EXTRA SPECI-

MENS FROM THIS YEARS COLLECTING, THIS IS A GOOD CHANCE TO GET RID OF THEM. THERE 

IS NO COST TO THE MEMBERS AS THE CLUB IS ABSORBING THE RENTAL FEE. FOOD AND BEV-

ERAGES WILL BE AVAILABLE.  

THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

Name: Fluorite - Mineral of the Month 

 

  

 Class: Halides   

 Chemistry: CaF2 Calcium Fluoride   

 Colour(s): violet, blue, green, orange, yellow, pink, etc., Streak: white   

 Hardness: 4 SpecGrav: 3.0 - 3.2 

 
 Fracture: 

conchoi-

dal 
Cleavage: perfect 

 Crystal: contact metamorphics, epithermal deposits, hydrothermal replacements 

 Environment: contact metamorphics, epithermal deposits, hydrothermal replacements 

 Association: barite, apatite, calcite, galena, sphalerite, siderite 

 Locals: | England | Illinois, Kentucky, Ohio, Colorado/USA | Mexico | Canada | 

 Misc: 

Often violet, green, or blue fluorescence, dangerous to add acid - forms 

toxic HF, from the Latin "fluere", "to flow" (because it was used in an-

cient times as a flux) 

http://earth.uwaterloo.ca/outreach/museum/gem-and-mineral-show
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Rock History - Trail Blazer - 

Sir William Edmond Logan 

(1798-1875) (Natural Resources 

Canada) 

At nearly 

6,000 meters 

above sea 

level, Mount 

Logan, the 

highest peak 

in Canada, 

stands as 

monument to 

the achievements of the great Canadian 

geologist, Sir William Edmond Logan. 

Sir William, who mapped parts of Can-

ada and discovered many of its natural 

resources, was the driving force behind 

the Geological Survey of Canada (GSC) 

for more than a quarter of a century.  

Born in Montreal in 1798, Sir William 

was educated in Montreal and later 

Scotland. Although he enrolled in Edin-

burgh University after graduation, the 

young Canadian was not content with 

academic life and soon joined his uncle, 

first in his accounting office, and then 

later in the family’s copper-smelting 

business in Wales. 

Working in the copper-smelting trade 

fostered Logan’s growing interest in 

geology, including coal mining, which 

was of financial significance at the time. 

Unwilling to accept an unearned posi-

tion, he invested all of his energy in his 

uncle’s business and was led into the 

world of geological mapping. His hands

-on approach took him away from the 

desk and into the mines, as he scoured 

the area in pursuit of coal. 

Although Logan had no formal training 

in geology, the surveying he did for his 

uncle’s company received acclaim in 

Britain. The director of the Geological 

Survey of Great Britain was familiar 

with Logan’s work, and in 1837 Logan 

was elected to the Geological Society of 

London.  

In the 1840s, Logan learned that the 

Canadian government was considering 

funding its own geological survey. He 

was excited by the project and solicited 

the Governor General, Sir Charles 

Bagot, for the position of first director. 

Logan and two assistants began work 

in the Gaspe region in 1843. The goal of 

the survey was to locate coal deposits, 

but after extensive investigating, Logan 

determined that there was no coal in 

the area. However, his artistic abilities 

and precise note keeping proved valu-

able when it came to demonstrate that 

his efforts had not been fruitless. He 

and his small crew had classified rocks, 

discovered countless minerals and  

rocks and accurately mapped the re-

gion - all feats never before under-

taken. 

In the following few years, Logan be-

gan the first studies of Precambrian 

rock in the Canadian Shield and ex-

plored Timiskaming, Ottawa and Lake 

Superior regions.  

He was intent on promoting the GSC 

and took it upon himself to act as am-

bassador for the Survey. Over the 

next 20 years, he split his time be-

tween working in the field and at-

tending international functions. His 

work achieved international renown 

at the Paris Exhibition in 1856, and 

shortly after he was knighted by 

Queen Victoria.  

By the time Sir William retired at   

age 77, he had won numerous 

awards and, most importantly, es-

tablished the GSC as an interna-

tional geological authority. 

Logan’s fierce commitment to the 

geological exploration of Canada 

also fostered the growth of several 

Canadian institutions.  The GSC 

library, which still exists today, was 

initially stocked with books pur-

chased by Logan himself. His own 

collection of rock specimens from 

the field was exhibited in the first 

geological museum in Canada. The 

museum was commissioned in 1856 

and initially housed in the building 

Logan used as his residence and re-

search facility in Montreal. Sir Wil-

liam has left a legacy that has influ-

enced the expansion of Canada. As 

The Canadian Statesment noted in 

1856: “Our country is rich in every-

thing that constitutes geological 

greatness, but were we without a 

Logan our greatness would never 

have been known to the old world.” 

N.B. - Named one of the 100 most 

important Canadians in history by 

Maclean’s 

HELP WANTED  -  Our Lapidary Club has an opportunity to be pro-

moted at the Ancaster Gem, Mineral, Bead and Jewellery Show (Oct 1-3).  

However, we need help from the members to set up our area and to repre-

sent the club during the show. If you can give a few hours of your time dur-

ing the show please contact one of the executive or sign up at the September 

meeting. Set up will be on Thurs evening Sept. 30. Show hours are Fri. Oct 1 

(9:30 - 4:30), Sat. Oct2 (10 - 6) and Sun. Oct3 (10 - 6). THANK YOU 
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS PHONE            519-752-9756    EMAIL:  campbell.moons@sympatico.ca 

VICE PRESIDENT: ERNIE EDMONDS  519-583-9457 

TREASURER: DARREN GAGE   519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

SECRETARY: KIM LEBLANC   519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com  

SHOW CHAIR 2010: BOB PARRY   519-448-1236  robert@roberthalloriginals 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: ROGER CAMPBELL 519-442-6542  roger.camp@sympatico.ca 

SOCIAL: SUSAN WAKELEY/   519-752-7690  suewake28@rogers.com 

SOCIAL: CARRIE GAGE    519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM: KATHY CAMPBELL   519-442-6542  kathy.camp@hotmail.com 

FIELD TRIPS: K. LAHAY & FAYE MEADOWS 519-725-4678  fayemeadows@rogers.com 

CCFMS REP.: KAREN WARD   905-525-0779  karenpward@sympatico.ca 

LIBRARIAN: RUSS McCRORY   905-389-6525 russelldavid.mccrory@sympatico.ca 

WORKSHOP: BRAD McCLELLAND  519-751-3141 

2010 EXECUTIVE 

NEWFOUNDLAND TRIP (By your Editor) 

Early June in Newfoundland is much cooler 

than we are used to Ontario. A jacket was 

required for most days but the fantastic scen-

ery and friendly people in NL warmed the 

heart and helped us overlook the rain and 

chill .  

One of our treks on the western side of the 

province included a visit to basically the only 

rock shop on the island. Meyers Minerals lo-

cated in Pasadena, south of Deer Lake is a 

true working lapidary shop. Amazingly all the 

rock used to produce a wide range of gifts and 

jewellery is found in Newfoundland.  

We were welcomed by two ladies, Mona  and 

Sandra who were more than happy to chat 

and give us the grand tour of their workshop 

area.  Most items sold in the store are made in

-house, including a marble wine rack (left) 

and Labradorite  jewellery (right). Other 

items such as clocks, cribbage boards, carv-

ings are made using peridotite, anorthosite 

and marble. The only pieces not produced 

internally were a number of beautiful soap-

stone carvings brought from Labrador. 

One of the more useful machines in the workshop is a Gryphon Diamond 

Band Saw normally used for stained glass, but was being used to cut in-

tricate items made of rock (ie. the word `welcome`) with great precision. 

(Maybe Brad can put it on his wish list.)  

To my chagrin the shop does not sell mineral specimens, but I did how-

ever choose a polished core of peridotite to commemorate our tour of the 

amazing Gros Morne National Park.  
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Sept 11 Open House - Robert Hall Originals Annual Rock Swap 

  Sat. 10am - 5pm 

  138 Sugar Maple Road, St. George, Ont. 

  Features: A fun family event! Swap, trade, buy & sell rocks & minerals from a variety of vendors. 

  Admission: Free 

  Contact: inquiry@roberthalloriginals.com (519)448-1236 or 1-800-360-2813 

  Website: http://www.roberthalloriginals.com 

 

Sep 18-19  “Wonders of the Earth” the 42nd Scarborough Gem & Mineral Club Show 

 Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5 

 Don Montgomery Community Centre, 2467 Eglinton Avenue East, Scarborough, Ont. 

 Admission: Adults $3, children $1 Contact: scarbgemclub@lycos.com Website: www.scarbgemclub.ca 

 

Oct 1-3  Ancaster Gem, Mineral, Bead Jewellery Show 

 Ancaster Fairgrounds, 630 Trinity Road, Ancaster, Ontario 

 Fri: 9:30am - 4:30pm, Sat.: 10am - 6pm, Sun.: 10am - 5pm      Admission: $6, under 12 free 

 Try on the latest fashionable jewellery. See crystals, fossils & magnificent rocks from all over the world! Shop 

at over 30 dealers. Take a free seminar on rocks, fossils or crystals. 

 Contact: inquiry@roberthalloriginals.com (519) 448-1236 or 1-800-360-2813 

 Website: http://www.roberthalloriginals.com and click on Shows and Events 

 

Oct 16-17   41st Annual Gem Storm a show and sale sponsored by the Kingston Lapidary and Mineral Club 

 Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5  Portsmouth Olympic Harbour, 53 Yonge St., ON 

 Features: Over 30 dealers: Childrens’s mine, Jewellery Workshop 

 Information: Contact Les Moss, Show Chairman at emoss@cogeco.net Website: http://www.mineralclub.ca 

 

Nov 4-6  CMMA Fall Mini-Conference 

 The Burlington Arts & Cultural Centre, 1333 Lakeshore Road, Burlington, On 

 Contact Bill Lechner at 416-438-8908 or bill.lechner@rogers.com 

 

Nov 20-21  London Gem and Mineral Show 

 Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-5    Western Fairgrounds (Special Events Building) 

 Highway #401 to Highbury exit North, west on Florence, North on Rectory - Main entrance immediately on 

right side 

 Features: Over 35 dealers, demonstra-

tors, and educational talks 

 Admission: Adults $5.00, Children 2.00 

 Contact: Ken Dardano 519-831-3093 

or ken@unitedwayguelph.com 

 

 For a complete listing go the CCFMS 

website: www.ccfms.ca/ 

 

 Complimentary ads for show dealers 

 and club members 

 

Mailing address: 1 Sherwood Drive, Brantford, Ont. N3T 1N3  Website: www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca 
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