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 SEPTEMBER MEETING - September16, 2011  
 THE TELEPHONE  CITY 

Time: 7:30pm  Location: Woodman Drive Community Centre - 491 Grey St.  Brantford 

1. Our fall workshops at Woodman Drive continue in September on Wednesday evening (7-9pm) 

and Thursday afternoons (1-3pm). Cost is $8 per session. 

2. Our regular Friday meetings commence on Sept 16. Following meetings are October 21 (Phil 

McCausland - Meteorites; November 18 - Annual Elections and (Tom Iannelli - Baffin Island Iron 

Corp.); December 9 - Potluck Christmas Dinner  and ( Peter Russell ) 

3. Two of our senior members Phyllis and Carl have each re-located and are reportedly to be enjoying their new sur-

roundings and new found friends. 

4. The club would extend our sympathies to Brad M. on the passing of his father. 

5. PLEASE MONITOR THE CCFMS WEBSITE : www.ccfms.ca/  FOR FUTURE FIELDTRIPS. 

6. I hope that everyone had a safe and rockhound -filled summer and will tell the club about exciting adventures on 

their travels. 

7. See page 3 for all the future show and events still to come this fall. 

Front Page: From June’s potluck dinner      Top - Marian’s delicious pebble topped cake;  Bottom - John Moons conducts brief 

business meeting     

Guest Speaker - Katherine LaHay, Waterloo 

University Professor from the Earth Sciences 

Department, club member and our fieldtrip 

co-chair with Faye Meadows, club member 

and CCFMS treasurer 

Topic: A WORKING VACATION IN DUBAI  

Kathy and Faye travelled to Dubai earlier 

this year. Faye is quoted as saying that Kathy 

worked and she vacationed.  

Annual Bowmanville Collecting Trip (message from Randy Ernst - CCFMS) 

 

Our collecting this year is Oct 2nd. Please contact me before that. The meeting 

place will be by the office where we go down to the quarry by 08:30. Will up-

date the map this week. For the most part, we will be on level 3. They have gone 

deeper but it is full of not nice water. They are pushing east on level 3 and 

seems some nice stuff was found at the open house so expect 

there will be more. As normal, all safety rules MUST be obeyed or it is your 

last trip there. 
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THE TELEPHONE CITY CRYSTAL 

COMING EVENTS 2011 

Sept 17-18 “Wonders of the Earth” - The 43rd Scarborough Gem & Mineral Club Show 

 Sat. 10-6, Sun 11-5 Don Montgomery Community Centre, 2467 Eglinton  Ave. East Scarborough, On        

Admission: $5, Children $1   Contact Gem& Mineral Club of Scarborough scarbgemclub@lycos.com       

Website: www.scarbgemclub.ca 

Sept 30-Oct2   Ancaster Gem, Mineral, Bead & Jewellery Show (see brochure on page8) 

 Try on the latest fashionable jewellery. See crystals, fossils & magnificent rocks from all over the world! 

Shop at over 30 dealers. Take a free seminar on rocks, fossils or crystals. Friday: 9:30-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun 10-5 

Contact: robert@roberthalloriginals.com (519)448-1236 or 1-800-360-2813 or www.ancastergemshow.com 

Oct 15-16 42nd Annual Gem Storm. Show and sale sponsored by the Kingston Lapidary and Mineral Club 

 Sat. 10-6, Sun 10-5  Portsmouth Harbour, 53 Yonge St. Kingston, On Features: Over 30 dealers; Chil-

dren’s mine, jewellery workshop  Information: Contact Les Moss, Show Chairman at emoss@cogeco.net 

Website: http://www.mineralclub.ca 

Oct 28-29 The University of Waterloo Gem and Mineral Show (see brochure on page8) 

 CEIT Building, UW campus. Friday 12-6; Saturday 10-5. This year the show is being held on Friday and 

Saturday instead of the usual Saturday and Sunday. Minerals, gemstones, rocks, fossils, jewellery; Saturday 

science event for kids. 

Nov 2-9 Robert Hall Originals Annual Fall Open House - 8 Days of Christmas 

 Features: Visit Robert Hall Originals for our annual Fall Open House. Rocks, minerals, gems, beads, lapi-

dary demonstrations & more! Wednesday November 2 to Wednesday November 9 All days 10 am - 5 pm   

138  Sugar Maple Road, St. George Ontario Admission: Free   

 Contact: robert@roberthalloriginals.com (519)448-1236 or 1-800-360-2813  Website: http://

www.roberthalloriginals.com 

Nov 19-20 London Gem and Mineral Show 

 Sat. 9-6: Sun 10-5 Western Fairgrounds (Special Events Building) Highway #401 to Highbury exit North, 

west on Florence, North on Rectory - Main entrance immediately on right side. Features: Over 35 dealers, 

demonstrations, and educational talks   Admission: Adults $5, Children $2 Contact: Ken Dardano 519-831-

3093 or gneissguy@bell.net Website: wwwgemandmineral.ca  

NEW BUT TINY MOON FOUND CIRCLING DISTANT PLUTO 

The Associated Press  

HOUSTON - Distant and tiny Pluto has been hiding something from Earth: another 

moon. 

NASA announced Wednesday that the Hubble Space Telescope has found a fourth moon 

circling Pluto, which had been demoted from full planet to dwarf planet. Astronomers 

had been looking to see if Pluto had a ring, but instead they found another object circling 

the dwarf planet that is 3 billion miles (4.8 billion kilometres) from Earth. 

But it is a mini-moon. It is only eight to 21 miles (33 kilometres) wide. Pluto's biggest 

moon, Charon, is 80 times bigger. The other two moons are Nix and Hydra. 

Until astronomers decide a name, this moon is called P4 
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

DIG UNEARTHS BONES OF "T. REX 

OF THE SEA" 

WINNIPEG - Manitoba paleontologists have 

unearthed the bones of several prehistoric sea 

creatures some 80 million years old, giving 

them new insight into what Western Canada 

was like when dinosaurs ruled the Earth. 

Scientists from the Canadian Fossil Discovery Centre 

in southwestern Manitoba have dug up two mosasaurs - 

a huge predatory reptile known as the "T. Rex of the 

sea." The dig site has also uncovered a prehistoric 

squid and bird skeletons, as well as two other as-of-yet 

unidentified fossils. 

The museum is already home to the largest mosasaur in 

Canada - a 13-metre-long creature called "Bruce" - but 

curator Anita Janzic said the new find is significant. 

The discovery of some shore bird fossils seems to sug-

gest there was a lot more available land at a time when 

much of the Prairies was under salt water. 

"It was not just this big, wide, open sea," she said. "It's 

giving us some new insight into what the seaway was 

like - a more shallow marine than some of the other 

places are thought to be. That is changing how we are 

looking at the seaway and that, to me, makes this site 

very interesting." 

Despite being about as far from the ocean as you can 

get, some of Canada's richest deposits of marine dino-

saurs are found in the sand-like soil of  Morden, about 

100 kilometres southwest of Winnipeg. 

The treasure trove of skeletons discovered just outside 

the town prompted enthusiasts in 1979 to pool their 

collection of ancient bones and establish what is now 

the country's largest collection of marine reptile fossils. 

Paleontologists have continued to dig up an escarpment 

around Morden and announced the discovery of a mo-

sasaur and massive Xiphactinus fish last summer. That 

same site has produced the most recent windfall of bur-

ied fossilized treasure, including another fierce mosa-

saur. 

"They were definitely on top of the food chain," Janzic 

said. "They even preyed upon other mosasaurs." 

Mosasaurs were huge oxygen-breathing lizards, up to 

15 metres long, that propelled themselves though the 

water by moving their tail from side to side. They 

boasted two sets of teeth and a jaw that could dislocate 

at will, allowing them to feast on just about anything 

they wished. 

The sea creatures vanished, along with the terrestrial 

dinosaurs, around 65 million years ago. 

Evidence from the Morden dig site seems to suggest 

their environment was changing. Joseph Hatcher, an as-

sistant curator who is sifting through the geological clues, 

said something happened to disrupt the ecosystem. 

Sediment had been building up very slowly in the ocean, 

he said. 

"Then something changed at the Earth's surface, be it a 

storm surge or something going on with the climate, 

where all of a sudden there was a massive influx of sedi-

ment into the water - very quickly - that's churned every-

thing up." 

The sudden shift may have been linked to the formation of 

the Rocky Mountains or significant volcanic activity at the 

time. 

After that, a new type of shale appeared, which contained 

minute fossils, invisible to the naked eye. Where before 

there were massive mosasaurs, Hatcher said now there 

are only "tiny, tiny little fish fossils." 

"We see a large changeover in the animal life," Hatcher 

said. "It's a pretty big deal." 

With only a handful of people working on the dig, Janzic 

said it will probably be several years before all the fossils 

are carefully retrieved and polished. The group will even-

tually write up its findings for academic journals and will 

probably present preliminary results at a symposium this 

fall, she added. 

"We'll clean it up," said Janzic as she took a break from 

washing the teeth of the recently discovered mosasaur. 

"At that point, we can analyze the bones or fossils and 

look for bite marks, look for pathologies and then we will 

publish on it."  

Bruce the Mosasaur, which was found just outside Morden, 

Man. in a farmer's field, is on display at Canadian Fossil Discov-

ery Centre in Morden on Wednesday May 20, 2009. Scientists 

from the Canadian Fossil Discovery Centre in southwestern 

Manitoba have dug up two mosasaurs like Bruce - a huge preda-

tory reptile known as the ?T. Rex of the sea.? THE CANADIAN 

PRESS/John Woods  
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THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

Colour is usually a pale green to a yellowish grass green, also gray, white or colorless. 

Luster is vitreous to waxy or pearly. 

Transparency: Crystals are transparent to mostly translucent. 

Crystal System is orthorhombic; 

     Crystal Habits include nodular, concretionary, radial, encrusting and stalactitic formations among other similar types. 

Tabular or pyramidal individual crystals are rare but some nodular specimens show tabular crystal protrusions.  

Cleavage is good in one direction (pinacoidal). 

Fracture is uneven. 

Hardness is 6 - 6.5. 

Specific Gravity is approximately 2.9+ (average). 

Streak is white. 

Other Characteristics: Lacks the luster of smithsonite and cleavage surfaces are curved and pearly. 

Associated Minerals include datolite, gyrolite, fluorapophyllite, quartz, calcite, copper, pectolite, stilbite and other zeolites. 

Notable Occurrences include the type locality of Cape of Good Hope, South Africa as well as Connecticut; Pennsylvania; 

Patterson, New Jersey and Centreville, Virginia, USA; Bombay, India; Harz Mountains, Germany; Austria; Scotland; 

Copper Valley, Namibia; Jeffery Quarry, Asbestos, Canada; China; New South Wales, Australia and France. 

 Best Field Indicators are crystal habit, color, cleavage, hardness and associations  

 Chemistry: Ca2 Al2 Si3 O10(OH)2, Calcium Aluminum Silicate Hydroxide.  Class: Silicates   

 Uses: As mineral specimens and limited use for ornamental stone purposes. 

PREHNITE - Mineral of the Month 

Hello Fellow Rockhounds!  

Announcing the 67th annual Detroit Gem, Mineral, Fossil & Jewelry Show on Oct. 14, 15, & 16 in Warren, MI at the 

Macomb Community College-South Campus inside the Sports & Expo Center (SW corner of 12 Mile & Hayes Rd.) Billed as 

the "Midwest's largest show" with over 50 dealers selling minerals, fossils, gems, gemstone jewelry, carvings, equipment, 

and more. Fabulous museum and university displays, large animal skeletons, lectures, demonstrations, silent auctions, kids' 

activities, and MORE! A list of vendors/ dealers appearing can be found on our website at www.michmin.org/show.        

John Peters   Michigan Mineralogical Society 

The June potluck dinner meeting at Bob and Betty’s show-

room on June 17 was well attended and provided an excellent 

choice of entrees and an interesting pewter tour and machinery 

demonstration by our host. Approx. 45 members were treated to a 

meal of homemade salads and desserts as well as other delectable 

plates. Our numbers had increased to the point that three seating 

areas were set up by our hosts.  

President John Moons conducted a brief business meeting, the 

main topic, the continuation of our scholarships to Waterloo Uni-

versity. Each year the club donates four scholarships to 2nd or 3rd 

Earth Science students to assist with their education expenses. 

Bob Parry, our host demonstrated the use of new Inland line of lapidary equipment which 

incorporates an all-in-one saw, lap, and grinder at a very reasonable cost. A number of mem-

bers were then treated to a tour of the pewter casting and finishing studio in Bob’s workshop 

area.  

The club would extend a huge thank you to Bob and Betty for the use of their shop as well as 

setting up the dinner area (including borrowing and transport of chairs) and refreshments. 

http://www.michmin.org/show
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'OLDEST' FOSSILS REVEAL LIFE 3.4 

BILLION YEARS AGO 

CBC News  

The preserved cell walls of bacteria that lived in oceans without oxygen 3.4 

billion years ago are believed to be the oldest fossils ever found, Australian and 

British scientists claim. 

The microscopic fossils were found in Western Australia among belts of layered 

rock 3.3 billion to 3.5 billion years old, said a study led by David Wacey at the 

University of Western Australia and published Sunday in the journal Nature Geoscience. 

The fossils were embedded in a sandstone layer from a shallow-water beach that represents one of the Earth's oldest 

preserved shorelines. 

"At last we have good, solid evidence for life over 3.4 billion years ago," Martin Brasier, an earth sciences professor at 

Oxford University in the U.K. who co-authored the study, said in a news release describing the find as "the oldest fossils on 

Earth." 

The apparent fossils are 200 million years older than similar fossils found in a similar environment, but roughly 65 million 

years younger than rock features found in 1993 by University of California, Los Angeles paleobiologist J. W. Schopf that he 

claimed as the oldest fossils. 

Brasier alleged in a 2002 paper published in Nature that a reanalysis by him and his colleagues suggested that Schopf's 

discovery did not represent fossils, but features produced by non-biological chemical processes. Schopf has since made a 

number of public statements defending his claim. 

Three and a half billion years ago, the oceans were a steamy 40 to 50 C. They churned with strong currents and covered 

most of the surface of the Earth, exposing very little land. Volcanic activity was violent and widespread, supplying large 

amounts of sulphur. Meanwhile, oxygen levels remained very low, largely due to the absence of plants and algae. 

Bacteria that can draw their energy from sulphur instead of oxygen are common in volcanic environments today, and 

scientists had previously found rocks containing possible chemical evidence that sulphur-metabolizing bacteria existed 

almost 3.5 billion years ago. 

However, the new discovery in the Strelley Pool rock formation represents the first fossils backing up that evidence. 

The newly discovered fossils included cell-like structures all of a similar size that resemble previously discovered 

microfossils of bacteria that lived two billion years ago. They were found in clusters and chains similar to those formed by 

bacteria today. In addition, they were only found in a very particular environment within the rock - layered black 

sandstone. 

Sulphur waste  

Contained in the cell walls and near the cell were tiny crystals of pyrite, a sulphur-containing mineral also known as fool's 

gold. The researchers suggested that these represented the waste generated by the bacteria as they drew energy from 

sulphur. They noted that modern-day bacteria that metabolize sulphur generate similar patterns of pyrite. 

It is often difficult to confirm that apparent microfossils are signs of life rather than regular patterns formed by chemical 

processes in the absence of biology. However, the cell-like formations combined with the metabolic waste products taken 

together provide "strong evidence" of an ancient sulphur-based bacterial ecosystem, the paper said. 

The researchers said they are now re-examining other rocks from a similar time period that have been proposed to contain 

evidence for life. 

They suggested that similar bacteria may also be found in other parts of the solar system such as Saturn's moon Titan or 

Jupiter's moon Europa. 

"Could these sorts of things exist on Mars? It's just about conceivable," said Brasier in a statement. 

The techniques used in the new discovery on Earth may later be used to confirm the existence of such extra-terrestrial life, 

he added. 

 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

2011 EXECUTIVE 

PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS PHONE            519-752-9756    EMAIL:  campell.moons@sympatico.ca 

VICE PRESIDENT: KAREN WARD   905-525-0779  karenpward@sympatico.ca 

TREASURER: DARREN GAGE   519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

SECRETARY: KIM LEBLANC   519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com  

SHOW CHAIR 2011-12: BOB PARRY  519-448-1236  robert@roberthalloriginals 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: ROGER CAMPBELL 519-442-6542  roger.camp@sympatico.ca 

SOCIAL: SUSAN WAKELEY   519-752-7690  suewake28@rogers.com 

SOCIAL: CARRIE GAGE    519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM: BABS KISIEL-PENNELL  519-751-3247  basis10p@hotmail.com 

FIELD TRIPS: K. LAHAY & FAYE MEADOWS 519-725-4678  fayemeadows@rogers.com 

CCFMS REP.: KAREN WARD    905-525-0779  karenpward@sympatico.ca 

CCFMS REP:  BABS KISIEL-PENNELL  519-751-3247  basis10p@hotmail.com 

LIBRARIAN: RUSS McCRORY   905-389-6525 russelldavid.mccrory@sympatico.ca 

WORKSHOP: BRAD McCLELLAND  519-751-3141 

Photos taken at Family Day at Robert Hall Originals on Au-

gust 20, 2011: Above Emerson and Jacob Hill enjoy fossil dig 

(kids were able to shift through a rock pile to find a free fossil, 

mineral or shell) Top right: Gary Bechtel in the cool shade at 

the swap area. (Gary still has a large assortment of minerals if 

anyone is interested contact him at 519-756-8298) Bottom: 

John Walker (agate expert extraordinaire and club members)
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THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

 

My wife and I had words, 

But I didn't get to use mine. 

~~~~~ 

Frustration is trying to find your     

glasses without your glasses. 

~~~~~ 

The irony of life is that, by the time 

you're old enough to know your way 

around, you're not going anywhere. 

~~~~~ 

God made man before woman so as 

to give him time to think of an an-

swer for her first question. 

~~~~~ 

I was always taught to respect my 

elders, but it keeps getting harder to 

find one. 

~~~~~ 

Every morning is the dawn 

of a new error. 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/

