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Inside this issue: 

MEETING: OCTOBER 17, 2014  at 7:30pm.  

Our guest speaker for October will be  Dan Monaghan.  He is a soapstone carver, a Canadian soapstone artist, 

hand carves stunning, one-of-a-kind, soapstone animal sculptures and objects at Johdan Stone Art.  Dan’s 

unique artwork is enjoyed around the world in galleries and homes across North America, Asia, Europe and 

Australia.  

Some examples of the carvings: 

Novembers speaker is Roxann Blazetich-Ozols and she labels herself as a beadwork engineer and instructor.  I 

will attempt to get more information on what she will be speaking about before  Novembers newsletter. 

Many thanks to Septembers Speaker 

Christine Aikens who gave a very 

interesting talk. 

Opal: Octobers Birthstone 

Opal is a hydrated amorphous form of silica; its water content may range from 3 to 21% by weight, but is usual-

ly between 6 and 10%. Because of its amorphous character, it is classed as a mineraloid, unlike the other crys-

talline forms of silica, which are classed as minerals. It is deposited at a relatively low temperature and may 

occur in the fissures of almost any kind of rock, being most commonly found with limonite, sandstone, rhyolite, 

marl, and basalt. 

Opal is the national gemstone of Australia. Australian opal has often been cited as accounting for 95-97% of the 

world's supply of precious opal, with the state of South Australia accounting for 80% of the world's supply. 

Recent data suggests that the world supply of precious opal may have changed. In 2012, Ethiopian opal produc-

tion was estimated to be 14,000 metric tons by the United States Geological Survey. USGS data from the same 

period (2012), reveals that Australian opal production to be $41 million. Because of the units of measurement, it 

is not possible to directly compare Australian and Ethiopian opal production, but these data and others suggest 

that the traditional percentages given for Australian opal production may be overstated. 

Austrailian Opal Ethopian Opal Opal from Royal Peacock in Nevada 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/
http://ccfms.ca/
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Our workshop is open on Wednesday's from  1:00 to 4:00 and from 7 to 9 in the evening, Please call Brad to confirm shop will 

be open.  If no one shows up by 7:30 Brad will leave the shop.  Brads day time work number is 519–752-3717 

Location:  S. C. Johnson Centre– 16 Morrell Street , Brantford ON N3T 4J2 

1/  Hwy 403 to Hwy 24 exit South” 

2/ Continue south to St Paul Avenue, past Brantford General Hospital to  

    Brant Ave. Intersection. 

3/  Continue through lights to Grand River Ave., Turn right. 

4/ Continue on to Morrell Street go through stop sign turn right to enter parking lot. 

Alternate Route 

1/ Hwy 403 to Paris Road Exit, turn left onto Brant Ave. 

2/ Continue south on Paris Road to St Paul intersection. 

3/ Turn right onto St Paul Ave 

4/  Continue on St Paul Ave to Grand River Ave., Turn right. 

5/ Continue on to Morrell Street go through stop sign turn right to enter parking lot. 

General Meeting: October 17, 2014 7:30 pm At S.C. Johnson Centre 

Guest  Speaker: Our guest speaker for October will be  Dan Monaghan.  No-

vembers speaker is Roxann Blazetich-Ozols and she labels herself as a bead-

work engineer and instructor.   
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THE TELEPHONE CITY CRYSTAL COMING EVENTS 2014 

Club News 

Field Trips: Our Field Trip Chairman, Kathy LaHay, is planning our fall field trips right now.  So if any member has an idea for a field trip in 

2014 please let the Field Trip executive know.  A trip to the R.O.M  is in the works, Kathy will let the membership know once there’s more info. 

Program:  Betty has also lined up the speaker for October—Dan Monaghan a soapstone carver who has a business called Johdan Stone Art 

(http://johdanstoneart.com/).  She also has a speaker lined up for November— Roxann Blazetich-Ozols and she labels herself as a beadwork engi-

neer and instructor.   

Workshop:    Our workshop is open Wednesdays from 1:00 to 4:00 pm and 7:00 to 9:00 pm New grinding wheels have now been installed  so we 

encourage members to come out and give them a try when making their cabochons. If you are going to arrive later then 7:30 then please call Brads 

day time work number—519–752-3717 to let him know.   

2015 Show: Our Show Chair, Kim LeBlanc, is already working on the 2015 show., with many of last years vendors already confirming  We are 

asking the membership to think about a theme for our 2015 show.  So if you have an idea for a theme please contact Kim or John and let them 

know your ideas.  

CCFMS: Check Website for updates— http://www.ccfms.ca  

Library:  There are many great books that can be enjoyed from our library.  Roger Campbell and Russ McCrory would like to remind members to 

bring back any books that have been taken out.  There are many interesting books available in the library for members to use. 

   

Oct 18-19 45th Annual Gem Storm, Show and Sale sponsored by the Kingston Lapidary and Mineral Club  

  Sat. 10-6, Sun 10-5,  Portsmouth Olympic Harbour, 53 Yonge St., Kingston Ont.    

  Features: over 30 dealers, Children's mine, Jewellery Workshop.     

  Information: Contact Les Moss, Show Chairman at emoss@cogeco.net 

Oct. 24-25 Annual UW Gem and Mineral Show         

  Sat 12-6, Sun 10-5.  Location University of Waterloo campus, Centre for Environmental and information Technol

  ogy (EIT) building.  Admission and Parking free in gravel lot beside B lot.    

  Website: https://uwaterloo.ca/earth-sciences-museum/ 

Nov. 1  Walker Club Annual Auction                    

  Sat. Viewing starts at noon, auction at 1 pm on Saturday November 1st “Knox United Church Christain Education 

  Center.  Auditorium in Scarbourgh, North East corner of Sheppard and Midland avenues’   

  Information– Contact: Frank Ruehlice at 519-880-2716 or ruelicke@rogers.com    

  Website - www.walkermineralogicalclub.com/ 

Nov. 8  Canadian Micro Mineral Association Fall Workshop                                                                                             

  Burlington Arts and Cultural Center, 1333 Lakeshore Road, Burlington, on. Canada                                                

  Contact: Frank Ruehlice at 519-880-2716 or ruelicke@rogers.com 

Nov. 13-24 Robert Hall Originals - Annual Fall Open House 12 Days of Christmas                                                              

  Canadian made pewter gifts and jewellery.  Experience Christmas shopping in a relaxed country setting.  New 

  daily specials.  Help us celebrate 40 years in business.  Help us fill our “Chew Chew Train” With a new toy or   

  food bank donation receive a ballotfor a chance to win one of many local holiday gift prizes.                                     

  10am to 5 pm each day.  Location: 138 Sugar Maple St. St. George, Ontario                                                            

  Contact: inquiry@roberthalloriginals.com or Ph. 519-448-1236 - 1-800-360-2813             

  Website: http://www.roberthalloriginals.com 

December 5   Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral Annual Live Auction 

  Friday, , 2014, at the Waterloo Community Arts Centre, 25 Regina St. South, Waterloo.  Viewing starts at 7 PM; 

  bidding at 7 PM.    It is open to the public., Live auction will contain at least 40 rocks or rock-related items of                   

  good quality. Parallel silent auction will probably have at least that many. 

December 21 Brantford Lapidary and Mineral Society’s Annual Potluck dinner.  2014 7:30 pm At S.C. Johnson Centre 

Members -Buy, Sell, Trade or Give away section                                                                                                                                       - - -  

 Estate Collection of minerals and stones for sale Contact: -plm.warwick@gmail.com, or  ph. 905-849-4107 

 Place your ad here—just email marcell@execulink.com with your information. 
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Glass Beach 

Recycled By The Ocean. Thanks to Roger CampBell 

 

In the early 1900s, Fort Bragg, California, residents threw their house-

hold garbage over the cliffs above what is now Glass Beach. 

It is hard to imagine this happening today, but back then people dumped 

all kinds of  refuse straight into the ocean, including old cars, and their 

household garbage, which of course included lots of glass. 

Beginning in 1949, the area around Glass Beach became a public dump,                                                                                                                          

and locals referred to it as The Dumps.                                                                                                                                                   

Sometimes fires were lit to reduce the size of the trash pile (up to 30 

feet high). 

However in 1967, the city leaders closed the area.                                                                                                                                                         

Various cleanup programs were undertaken through the years to try to 

correct the damage, but without success.  Over the next 30 years the 

pounding waves cleaned the beach,  by breaking down everything but 

glass and pottery. The pounding waves washed the   trash up and 

down , back and forth.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Tons of polished, broken glass were created by the pounding surf.                                                                                                                                   

These smoothened, coloured glass particles then settled along the sea 

shore in millions, and so a magnificent beach was formed. 

The name was changed from, The Dump to what we currently know as, 

The Glass Beach.  The sea glass that was created is the product of a 

very long and interesting process.  

It can take anywhere from 10 to 30 years to make sea glass, the name 

for any piece of glass that finds its way to the ocean and tumbles around 

in the water long enough to frost and smooth its surface.                                                                                                

Once it makes its way into the ocean, the glass is broken up into shards 

and is                                                                                                               

tumbled around in the water, where sand and other rocks act like sand-

paper to                                                                                                               

smooth out its rough edges.  

Sometimes as the sea glass is passed through fire, it becomes fire glass, 

the rarest of sea glass with certain inclusions, just like precious gems. 

In 1998, the private owner of the property determined that Glass Beach 

should belong  to the public and in 2002 it became part of MacKerrich-

er State Park, open to the public.  Within a period of a few years the 

Glass Beach won fame, attracting a large number of tourists every year.                                                                                              

Way back in time, people wanted to dump their glass products on this 

shore;                                                                                                                  

now they would try to get one of these pieces to take home as a souve-

nir. It is ironic but true that where once it was illegal to dispose the 

glass on the shore, it now is a crime to remove it. 

Visiting the Glass Beach today is a unique experience.  What makes it 

even more remarkable, are the sounds produced by the glass pebbles as 

they are being washed away by the gentle waves. 
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Sea Glass Projects                                                         By 

Megan Richardson , eHow Contributor                                                    Read 

more : http://www.ehow.com/list_5911706_sea-glass-projects.html 

Sea glass refers to glass found on the beach. It starts as broken bottles that have 

been discarded, but the salt water and sand wear it down over time until you're 

left with smooth, frosted glass. Because it's so beautiful, sea glass is often dis-

played in jewelry and art. Many craft projects use sea glass, such as centerpiec-

es, frames and pendants. 

Candle Centerpiece 

This project requires a medium-sized glass dish, a votive candle, a votive candle 

holder, water and sea glass. Place the candle in the candle holder. Put the candle 

holder, with the candle in it, in the center of your medium sized glass dish. Place 

the sea glass inside the glass dish all around the candle holder. Pour water into 

the glass dish, making sure you don't get any into the candle holder. This will 

enhance the glow of the candle. Light the candle and it's ready to be used as a 

centerpiece. 

Picture Frame 

You will need a picture frame, sea glass and super glue to create your sea glass 

photo frame. Without using glue, arrange the sea glass on the picture frame the 

way you would like it to look. Turn over each piece of glass, coat it with super 

glue and put it back where you had it. Hold each piece of glass in place for a few 

seconds so the glue has time to set. 

 

Pendant Necklace 

This is a more advanced project that requires a medium-sized piece of sea glass, 

18-gauge half-hard wire, wire cutters, round-nosed pliers and flat-nosed pliers. 

Think about the design you want to create with the wire around the glass piece. 

Once you've determined the design you want, cut the appropriate amount of wire 

with you wire cutters. This is the wire you will use to create a bail and a design 

for your pendant. You must make the bail that will later attach to a chain neck-

lace. Loop wire around one jaw of the round-nosed pliers. Make sure the loop is 

large enough for the chain clasp to go through. Once the loop has been created, 

twist the wire together three times to keep the loop secure. You now have two 

wire ends sticking out. Take the shorter end with your round nosed pliers and 

create a loop. Take the loop with your flat nosed pliers and wrap the wire around 

itself until you have a desirable sized curl. Do the same for the other wire end. 

Wrap the wire around your piece of sea glass until all of the wire is wrapped 

around your glass. Your pendant is done and ready to be attached to a necklace 

chain. 

Beach  Glass 

Candle Centerpiece 

Sea Glass Picture Frame 

Wire Wrapped Sea Glass Pendant 
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Opal Mining in Canada 

About the Klinker Deposit Canada's first "commercial grade" precious opal deposit, the "Klinker Opal Deposit" was found near Vernon, BC on 

Thanksgiving Day in October 1991. The precious opal from this site was given the name "Okanagan Opal" by the prospectors who found the deposit. 

This deposit has already attracted significant local and international attention through the publication of several articles written by opal expert Paul 

Downing, through a government paper published in 1997 and through numerous other newspaper/magazine articles. The Klinker Opal deposit has 

been undergoing exploration and development since the summer of 1993. The size and full economic potential of the deposit is as yet undetermined 

however the development which has taken place over the past four years has indicated that this is a significant discovery; not just a "flash of color". 

The precious opal occurrences are controlled by fracturing, stratigraphy and rock porosity and occur in mid-Miocene aged shallow dipping ash/lapilli 

tuff and matrix supported lahar volcanic rock sequences. - See more at: http://www.opalscanada.com/about/klinker.html#sthash.39UlJt59.dpuf 

Where 

The Klinker Opal Property is located in the mountains approximately 40 kilometres by road from Vernon, BC, and is situated at an elevation of about 

1500 metres above sea level. 

All trips to the Klinker Mine leave from the Opal Miner's Gift Shop, and you must have your own vehicle. No transportation is provided. 

Digging trips operate from mid June to mid September weather permitting. The property is readily accessible by most two wheel drive vehicles but 

parts of the road is very rough. SUV's are best, but any vehicle with reasonable ground clearance will do. There are some 20 kilometres of gravel/dirt 

logging road to travel and portions of this road are quite steep.  

When 

"Fee digging" trips will commence when weather and ground conditions permit in June and will run until mid to late September. The trips will run 

rain or shine and are normally restricted to Friday, Saturday and Sunday (also Monday on long weekends). Please phone for special arrangements for 

groups of 6 or more. 

Sunny days are best for hunting when the play of color in the opal will be much more easily detected. Your trip guide will provide an orientation 

which will assist in finding opal under most weather conditions. 

How Much A daily fee of $50 CDN is charged - family rates may apply. This will allow each individual paid guest to remove up to 2.5 kilograms. 

(~5 lbs.) of "material" (opal, agate, rock, etc.) from the property.  

What to Bring Safety equipment is required to be worn while actively digging, hammering and chiseling rock - specifically safety glasses and good 

gloves and boots are recommended. A list of equipment and supplies required or recommended is given below but please assess your own needs. No 

mechanized equipment will be allowed - hand tools only. Rental tools are available by the day. 

Required:   

 personal food, water and clothing needs.                                                                                                                                                                       

safety glasses or other face/eye protection device.                                                                                                                                                          

good gloves (leather work gloves recommended)                                                                                                                                                                

good foot wear (leather hiking boots recommended 

pick and shovel                                                                                                                                                                                                                

various shovels, bars and hammers as desired                                                                                                                                                                                                          

sample bags/buckets                                                                                                                                                                                                         

water spray bottle (please bring full of water) 

Recommended    Butt cushion, Ground sheet, camera, Penlight flashlight, Magnifier, Bug repellant, Sunscreen, Hat             

What Now? 

So you found an opal or two --- what now? 

Many collectors just want to keep the pieces they find as specimens and others ask us to clean them up.  

Then there are those of you that will find some good pieces of opal (solid or boulder opal) that can be cut and polished  into gemstones 

and which can be made into jewellery. We offer this service --- 

Opal Resources Canada Inc. Wildfire Opal Jewelry & Cut Stones Opal Resources Canada Inc. is the operator of the first commercial 

opal mine in Canada. We conduct the cutting and setting of our opal gemstones at our cutting shop in Vernon, B.C. Opal jewellery is a 

perfect, one-of-a-kind gift, even for the person who has everything. Remember, opal is October's birthstone.  

      “Could be an interesting trip next summer”                                                                                                                         
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Some Opal mines in the United States : 

Royal Peacock Opal mine in Virgin Valley Nevada - The Royal Peacock is located in the Virgin Valley, about 35 miles 

from Denio, Nevada. It produces precious black opal (Nevada's state precious gemstone), as well as crystal, white, lemon opals, conk 

wood opal, fire opal, etc.  Most of the mine's opal is thought to be produced by a process called "partial wood replacement."  The Royal 

Peacock Opal Mine is a family-run business. First developed in 1912, it has been run by the Wilsons since 1944. 

The Royal Peacock Opal Mine offers guests a chance to mine their own opals. All you find are yours to keep!   

The Royal Peacock is the only opal mine in the Virgin Valley offering a full-service gift shop. In addition to cool drinks, snacks, and 

sundries, we sell tools, firewood, and other basic supplies. The shop also offers a wide assortment of opals, jewelry, and other collecti-

bles. 

Ancient man visited Virgin Valley more than 10,000 years ago. The 'Last Supper' cave -- an archeological marvel -- is located near the 

southwestern tip of the valley. The bones and relics of the cave's inhabitants have been carbon dated at eight to 10 thousand years before 

Christ. 

Nearly 14 million years ago, Virgin Valley, in the northwest corner of Humboldt County, was covered by lakes and forests. Today, what 

we see is simply bare hills. The entire area was several thousand feet lower and more like the coastal mountain ranges of today. Howev-

er, the earth was not quiet; volcanoes periodically erupted, blasting the forests apart and burying them under hundreds of feet of ash. 

This cycle was repeated several times over the next million years. Magma later pushed to the surface and repeatedly flowed over the 

region. The layers of ash and blasted trees were buried more than 1500 feet deep. 

Opal Hill Mine in Palo Verde California - Tucked deep into the Mule Mountains not far from Palo Verde lies Opal Hill 

Mine. Opal Hill is well known for its beautiful and rare fire agate, opal eggs and quartz crystals. When one thinks of a mine, images of 

deep shafts or dark tunnels usually come to mind. The Opal Hill Mine can be better described as a claim established on a hillside which 

overlooks a valley. The mine consists of rock outcroppings and holes where agate has been extracted. 

Today, Opal Hill is actively producing fire agate, and rock hounders still frequent the mine for its gem-quality stones. The mine is pri-

vately owned but open to the public for a small collecting fee which is well worth it. With some hard work and effort, almost everyone 

leaves Opal Hill satisfied with the fiery agate they take with them. 

From Interstate 10, take Wiley Well Exit and head south on the graded dirt road for 17 miles. You will see a sign for Opal Hill Mine on 

the left side of the road. Go left here and travel east for a few miles on a rough dirt road. A high clearance vehicle is needed to navigate 

on the last dirt road to the mine.                                                                                                                                                        Contact 

for more information:  Nancy Hill 

    Opal Hill Mine 

    P.O. Box 497 

    Palo Verde, CA 92266 

Spencer Idaho Opal:  In Idaho, Opal is the second largest contributor to the total value of gem material produced. The varieties 

produced include precious (white and pink), yellow, blue, pink, and common. The Spencer Opal Mine, the largest privately owned gem 

stone producer in the State, is the major producer of Opal. 

At Spencer the precious opal occurs as one or more thin layers within common opal partially filling gas cavities within a rhyolite-

obsidian flow. About 10% of the material is thick enough to cut into solid gems; the remainder is fashioned into doublets and triplets. 

The Spencer Mine is the source of pink common opal and pink precious opal. Opal is brittle, heat sensitive, and breaks and scratches 

easily; additionally, some varieties self- destruct through the loss of water. Even with these drawbacks, opal's unsurpassed beauty guar-

antees its status as a premier gemstone 

 

           

Royal Peacock Mine N.V. Opal Hill Mine Palo Verde CA Spencer Opal Mine– Spencer Idaho 
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Mailing address: 1 Sherwood Drive, Brantford, Ont. N3T 1N3     Website: www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca 

THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

Your (2014) EXECUTIVE 

PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS                  519-752-9756                  Campbell.moons@silomail.com 

VICE PRESIDENT:  Still looking for a volunteer for this position.  Please consider volunteering for this important position 

    

TREASURER: BETTY PARRY   519-448-1236   betty@roberthalloriginals.com 

SECRETARY: DARREN GAGE   519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com  

SHOW CHAIR 2014-15: KIM LEBLANC  519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: MARCEL LEBLANC 519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com 

SOCIAL: CARRIE GAGE    519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM:   John Moons—Temporary Only  519-752-9756        CAMPBELL.MOONS@SILOMAIL.COM  

FIELD TRIPS: K. LAHAY    519-725-4678  fayemeadows@rogers.com 

CCFMS REP.:   Babs KISIEL-PENNELL   519-751-3247  basia10p@hotmail.com    

LIBRARIAN: ROGER CAMPBELL   519-442-6542  roger.camp@sympatico.ca 

LAPIDARY WORKSHOP CHAIR PERSON : BRAD McCLELLAND  Home  No. 519-751-3141   Work No 519-752-3717 

BUILDING AND WORKSHOP ADMINISTRATOR:  Bob Kergan   Ph.  905-517-1832             kergr@yahoo.ca 

Interested in Fossils, Gems or Minerals? 

 Then join the Brantford Lapidary and Mineral Society 

Name____________________________    Phone___________________ 

Address______________________________________ Postal Code________ 

E Mail________________________________________ 

Your interests (Circle): Lapidary, Minerals, Faceting, Fossils, Jewellery, Micro mount 

Send with $15 single ($18/family) to: Treasurer, Brantford Lapidary & Mineral Socie-

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/

