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Inside this issue: 

Septembers Meeting 

Just a reminder to all members we will be having a silent auction at all our meetings.  Members  can 

keep all the proceeds from their sales.  Please limit items to specimens.  Also there will be some nice opal 

specimens for the mineral of the month so come out for a chance to win one of them. 

Kathy LaHaye came to our September meeting and gave us a very interesting talk on crystal struc-

tures and identifying them’’  Kathy  handed out several sheets, a main sheet identifying Crystal 

Systems and their Crystallographic Axes, Characteristic Symmetry and their minerals.  Also Kathy 

had some great handouts of the different crystal system cutouts.  Dawn Gage was a very great assis-

tant for Kathy and helped her with all the handouts.  Everyone was very entertained and learned a 

great deal. 

President John Moons starting 

Septembers meeting. 

Don Oliver, as always, brought some 

great specimens for us to ogle 

Mineral of the month winners: 

Carole—a nice gem quality sapphire 

Carrie—Some rough sapphires 

Lex F.—a nice agate specimen. 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/
http://ccfms.ca/


2  

 
THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

General Meeting: October 18, 2013 At S.C. Johnson Centre 

Please note: There will be a silent auction during the meeting so bring out some specimens to sell. 

Time: 7:30 pm   

Location:  S. C. Johnson Centre– 16 Morrell Street , Brantford ON N3T 4J2 

1/  Hwy 403 to Hwy 24 exit South 

2/ Continue south to St Paul Avenue, past Brantford General Hospital to  

    Brant Ave. Intersection. 

3/  Continue through lights to Grand River Ave., Turn right. 

4/ Continue on to Morrell Street go through stop sign turn right to enter parking 

lot. 

Alternate Route 

1/ Hwy 403 to Paris Road Exit, turn left onto Brant Ave. 

2/ Continue south on Paris Road to St Paul intersection. 

3/ Turn right onto St Paul Ave 

4/  Continue on St Paul Ave to Grand River Ave., Turn right. 

Our workshop is open on Wednesday's from  noon to nine, contact Ernie or Brad to confirm shop will be 

open.  Brad is also running a metal working shop on Sundays for those who are interested.  Please call any 

of the executive for more information.  ALSO PLEASE note our librarian, Roger Campbell, requests that 

all books that have been taken out from the library please be returned at Octobers meeting 



3  

 
THE TELEPHONE CITY CRYSTAL COMING EVENTS 2013 

Club News 

 

* A special thank-you to Marion and Tom Ecclestone for their donation of a Lapidary Journal at our September meeting. 

Field Trips: No field trips are planned at this time.  If any member is be interested in being the field trip executive please step forward at elections.. 

Program: David Leng, a mining analyst, will be speaking at our Octobers meeting. Sure to be an interesting talk. 

Workshop:    Our workshop has been running very well , it has been open most Wednesdays  all day and  sometimes  Sundays. Please contact either 

Bob Kergan or John Moons or Ernie Edmonds with your ideas.   I'm sure Brad and the rest of the workshop gang are eager to see the members come 

out to the workshop to work on their latest projects. 

2014 Show:   Kim will be continuing to work on the 2014 show throughout the summer and will update everyone at Octobers meeting.  

CCFMS: Check Website for updates— http://www.ccfms.ca  

Library:  Roger Campbell and Russ McCrory would like to remind members to bring back any books that have been taken out. 

Just a note about the Ancaster Show and the lack of volunteers.  While Friday was covered by Ernie and Marcel, and Saturday by Ernie, Roger, John Moons, Shirley 

Cruickshank and Linda Taylor, Sunday the table was woefully understaffed only Roger and Ernie were there all day..  It is very important that tables are manned for these 

shows as they are our major  way of advertising our club and recruiting new members.  PLEASE consider volunteering for our next show.        

October 19-20 44th Annual Gem Storm, Show and Sale sponsored by the Kingston Lapidary and Mineral Society  

                                    Saturday 10 am to 6 pm—Sunday 10 am to 5 pm 

  Portsmouth Olympic Harbour, 53 Yonge St., Kingston Ontario 

  Features over 30 Dealers, Children's Mine, Jewellery Workshop 

  Information: Contact Les Moss, Show Chairman at emoss@cogeco.net 

Oct. 26         Walker Club Annual Auction 

                    Saturday 1:00 pm to whenever 

                    Knox United Church Christian Education Centre Auditorium in Scarbough.  North East corner of  

                                  Shepard and Midland. 

                    Information: Contact Bill Lechner at 416-438-8908 or email: bill.lechner@rogers.com 

                    Website: www.walkermineralogicalclub.com 

Nov. 6          Robert Hall Originals - Annual Fall Open House 

                    Canadian made pewter gifts and jewellery for Christmas giving 

                    10:00am to 5:00 pm 

                    138 Sugar Maple Road, St. George Ontario 

                    Contact:  inquiry@roberthalloriginals.com or Ph. 519-448-1236 or 1-800-360-2813 

                    Website:  http://www.roberthalloriginals.com 

Nov. 16-17   CMMA Fall Mini-Conference 

                     Burlington Arts and Cultural Centre, 1333 Lakeshore Road 

                     Burlington, ON, Canada 

                     Contact: Frank Ruehlicke at 519-880-2716 

                      Email: ruehlicke@rogers.com 

Nov. 16-17    London Gem and Mineral Show 

                     Sat. 9:00am to 6:00pm,  Sunday 10:00am to 5:00pm 

                     Western Fairgrounds (NEW Larger venue “Canada Building”) 

                      Highway 401 to Highbury exit north.—West on Florence, North on Rectory - Main entrance immediately on right hand side. 

  Features: Over 50 Dealers, Demonstrators, and Educational talks. 

                       Admission: Adults $6.00, Children $3.00,  Contact: Ken Dardano at519-831-3093 or gneissguy@bell.net 

                        Website: www.gemandmineral.ca 
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

Octobers Modern Birthstone—Opal 

Opal is the modern October birthstone and the accepted gem for the 13th wedding anniversary.   

Most opal is 50-65 million years old, dating back to the Cretaceous period when dinosaurs roamed the earth. Opal formed as silica from decom-

posing rocks mixed with ground water which formed a silica gel that collected and hardened in underground cavities and fissures. Opal's chemi-

cal formula is SiO2 .nH2O.  

Octobers Traditional Birthstone—Tourmaline 

The gemstone Tourmaline is the official birthstone for October as adopted by the American National Association of Jewelers in 1912. It also the 

traditional birthstone for October, the stone for the Zodiac sign of Leo, and the accepted gem for the 8th wedding anniversary. 

The name Tourmaline comes from the Sinhalese (Sri Lanka) word tura mali which translates as the stone of mixed colors. These stones are 7 to 7.5 

on the Mohs’ scale of hardness. 

Tourmaline is available in a wide variety of colors from black to bluish-black, dark brown, yellow, medium brown, blue to neon blue, lime to dark 

forest green, red and reddish purple, yellow, pink, and colorless. 

Bi-colored and multicolored tourmaline may be green at one end and pink at the other, watermelon tourmaline is green on the outside and pink on 

the inside. Some stones are dichroic meaning they appear to change color when viewed from different angles. 

The most expensive tourmalines are the blue indicolite, green verdelite and pink rubellite. 

Cat's Eye Tourmaline exhibits a "cat;s eye" effect similar to what is commonly seen in tiger's eye cabochons. Chrome Tourmaline is colored by chro-

mium resulting in a beautiful green stone that is often confused with emerald or the tsavorite garnet. Indicolite is a dark blueish black stone. The 

Paraiba tourmaline is a bright neon-blue and Rubellite is a deep reddish purple stone. Schorl is the name given to black tourmalines which are the 

most commonly found tourmalines. 

Tourmalines are mined everywhere in the world including Africa, Afghanistan, Africa, Australia, Brazil, Kenya, Madagascar, Mozambique, Nigeria, 

Pakistan, Siberia, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, the USA, and Zimbabwe. 

Folklore, Legend, and Healing Properties:  

Ancient legend says that tourmaline is found in all colors because it traveled along a rainbow and gathered all the the rainbow's colors. 

Tourmaline is believed to strengthen the body and spirit, especially the nervous system, blood, and lymphs. It is also thought to inspire creativity and 

was used extensively as a tailsman by artists and writers. 

Watermelon Tourmaline 
Black Tourmaline (Uvite) 
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THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

Ontario’s Badlands? 

While at our executive meeting Roger Campbell showed us a very interesting book to add to our Library.  It is called Road Rocks of On-

tario over 250 Geological Wonders to Discover.  And in this book Roger pointed out a very interesting geological formation near Caledon 

Ontario.  I found this to be very interesting and after doing a little web surfing came up with a bit more information on this interesting rock 

formation. 

It is part of the Bruce Trail System. 

“There are two parts to this trail area.  The Bruce Trail which runs through the property and the second area known as the 'badlands.' You 

cannot gain access to the 'badlands' from the BTC Trail, nor can you see the 'badlands' from the trail.  Due to massive overuse, and a fail-

ure to follow the posted rules, the club has closed all trails connecting to the badlands. 

 Public access to the badlands is only available at the viewing area at the top of the badlands slope.  Acccessbile from the road and parking 

area - no need to traverse sensitive areas!  Through signage, visitors are asked not to leave the viewing area at the top of the slope.  Leav-

ing the viewing area is no longer sanctioned.  The quarry is now off limits.  Geocaching is not allowed. 

“Badlands” is a geologic term for an area of soft rock devoid of vegetation and soil cover that has become molded into a rolling landscape 

of rounded hills and gullies. Such areas are rare in Ontario and this is one of the best examples. They exhibit the reddish hue of the 

Queenston Shale that forms them; the iron oxide in the shale produces this colour. The narrow greenish bands that can be seen throughout 

the shale are due to the change of red iron oxide to green iron oxide brought on by the circulating groundwater. The relatively soft shale is 

essentially clay and is easily eroded by water. This site was acquired by the Ontario Heritage Foundation in 2000 and is under the care of 

the Bruce Trail Association. 

Information also provided by the Toronto Hiking website and the Bruce Trail. For further information, contact the Caledon Hills Bruce 

Trail Club at info@caledonbrucetrail.org.” 

I looks like a very interesting spot to visit. 
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

Octobers Stones. 

Opal—Traditional and Modern Birthstone. 

The internal structure of precious opal makes it diffract light; depending on the conditions in which it formed it 

can take on many colors. Precious opal ranges from clear through white, gray, red, orange, yellow, green, blue, 

magenta, rose, pink, slate, olive, brown, and black. Of these hues, the reds against black are the most rare, 

whereas white and greens are the most common. It varies in optical density from opaque to semi-transparent. 

Forgemstone use, its natural color is often enhanced by placing thin layers of opal on a darker underlying stone, 

like basalt. Common opal, called "potch" by miners, does not show the display of color exhibited in precious 

Mystical Birthstone 

Jasper is one of the birth stones listed for the Sun Sign of Virgo. The following list shows all the other birthstone tables in 

which jasper appears as either a birth/natal stone or as the stone for a given zodiac or astrological sign.   A  form 

of chalcedony, is an opaque, impure variety of silica, usually red, yellow, brown or green in color; and rarely blue. 

This mineralbreaks with a smooth surface, and is used for ornamentation or as agemstone. It can be highly polished and is 

used for vases, seals, and at one time for snuff boxes. When the colors are in stripes or bands, it is called striped or band-

ed jasper. Jaspilite is a banded iron formation rock that often has distinctive bands of Jasper. 

Sapphire: Octobers Planetary Birthstone 

Sapphire (; sappheiros, 'blue stone', which probably referred instead at the time to lapis lazuli) is a gemstone variety of the min-

eral corundum, analuminium oxide (α-Al 2 O 3 ). Trace amounts of other elements such asiron, titanium, chromium, copper, 

or magnesium can give corundum blue, yellow, purple, orange, or a greenish color. Chromium impurities in corundum yield a 

pink or red tint, the latter being called a ruby. Commonly, sapphires are worn in jewelry. Sapphires may be found naturally, by 

searching through certain sediment  or rock formations.  

Tourmaline - Octobers Traditional  Birthstone 

Tourmaline is a crystal boron silicate mineral compounded with elements such as aluminium, 

iron, magnesium, sodium, lithium, orpotassium. Tourmaline is classified as a semi-precious stone and the gemstone comes 

in a wide variety of colors. The name comes from the Sinhalese word Thuramali or Thoramalli , which applied to different 

gemstones found in Sri Lanka. Brightly colored Sri Lankan gem tourmalines were brought to Europe in great quantities by 

theDutch East India Company to satisfy a demand for curiosities  and gems. At the time it was not realised that schorl and 

tourmaline were the same mineral.  Tourmalines were used by chemists in the 19th century as method of polarizing light; 

by shining rays onto a cut and polished surface of the gem . 

Talismanic Stone—Agate 

Agate is the Mystical birthstone for September. It is also the birth stone for the Zodiac sign of Gemini. The following list 

shows all the other birthstone tables in which agate appears as either a birth/natal stone or as the stone for a given zodiac 

or astrological sign.  

Octobers Sun Stone—Lapis Lazuli 

Lapis lazuli is the Traditional birthstone for December and the accepted gem for the seventh and ninth wedding anniver-

sary. It is the Planetary stone for Capricorn and the Zodiac stone for Libra.  

Top quality lapis lazuli comes from Afghanistan where it has been mined for centuries. It is also found in Siberia, Chile, 

the U.S., Pakistan, and Canada. The name is derived from the Latin 'lapis' which means stone, and from the Persian word 

'lazhward' which means blue rock  
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

Fulgurite 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Fulgurites (from the Latin fulgur meaning thunderbolt) are a variety of the mineraloid lechatelierite. They are natural hol-

low glass tubes formed in quartzose sand, silica, or soil by lightning strikes. They are formed when lightning with a tem-

perature of at least 1,800 °C (3,270 °F) instantaneously melts silica on a conductive surface and fuses grains together; 

the fulgurite tube is the cooled product. This process occurs over a period of around one second, and leaves evidence of 

the lightning path and its dispersion over the surface.[4] They are sometimes referred to as petrified lightning. 

Fulgurites can also be produced when a high voltage electrical distribution network breaks and the lines fall onto a con-

ductive surface with sand beneath. The glass formed is called lechatelierite which may also be formed by meteorite im-

pact and volcanic explosions. Because it is amorphous, fulgurite is classified as a mineraloid. Fulgurites can have deep 

penetrations, sometimes occurring as far as 15 metres (49 ft) below the surface that was struck. 

The tubes can be up to several centimeters in diameter, and meters long. The longest fulgurite to have been found is a 

little over 4.9 m (16 ft) in length, and was found in northern Florida, USA. Their color varies depending on the composi-

tion of the sand they formed in, ranging from black or tan to green or a translucent white. The interior is normally very 

smooth or lined with fine bubbles; the exterior is generally coated with rough sand particles and is porous. They are root-

like in appearance and often show branching or small holes. Fulgurites occasionally form as glazing on solid rocks 

(sometimes referred to as an exogenic fulgurite).[ 
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Mailing address: 1 Sherwood Drive, Brantford, Ont. N3T 1N3     Website: www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca 

THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

2013 EXECUTIVE 

PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS                  519-752-9756                  Campbell.moons@silomail.com 

VICE PRESIDENT: ERNIE EDMONDS  519-583-9457      

TREASURER: KIM LEBLANC   519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com 

SECRETARY: DARREN GAGE   519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com  

SHOW CHAIR 2013-14: KIM LEBLANC  519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: MARCEL LEBLANC 519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com 

SOCIAL: RUSSEL JENNINGS   289-755-3002 

SOCIAL: CARRIE GAGE    519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM: RENE PERRIN   519-219-0818  aperrin@rogers.com 

FIELD TRIPS: K. LAHAY & FAYE MEADOWS 519-725-4678  fayemeadows@rogers.com 

CCFMS REP.: RENE PERRIN   519-219-0818  aperrin@rogers.com 

LIBRARIAN: ROGER CAMPBELL   519-442-6542  roger.camp@sympatico.ca 

SHOP LIBRARIAN: RUSS McCRORY  905-389-6525                 russelldavid.mccrory@sympatico.ca 

LAPIDARY WORKSHOP CHAIR PERSON : BRAD McCLELLAND  519-751-3141 

BUILDING AND WORKSHOP ADMINISTRATOR:  Bob Kergan   Ph.  905-517-1832             kergr@yahoo.ca 

50th Anniversary Committee:  John Moons, Darren and Carrie Gage—Note: Looking for additional  committee members from the general 

membership so please call any of the executive if you wish to help with this important committee. 

Interested in Fossils, Gems or Minerals? 

 Then join the Brantford Lapidary and Mineral Society 

Name____________________________    Phone___________________ 

Address______________________________________ Postal Code________ 

E Mail________________________________________ 

Your interests (Circle): Lapidary, Minerals, Faceting, Fossils, Jewellery, Micro mount 

Send with $15 single ($18/family) to: Treasurer, Brantford Lapidary & Mineral Society 

         1 Sherwood Drive,  Brantford, ON,     N3T 1N3 

Note to all members.  Since next year will be the 50th year our club has been in existence the executive is setting up a 

special committee to come up with ideas to commemorate this historic event.  We, the executive, are hoping to have several 

(3-6) members step forward to join this committee.  So please if you have some or any ideas on how we can celebrate our 

50th year please consider signing up and make next year memorable for our club.  Also just a reminder to everyone who has 

any of the clubs books out from the library to PLEASE return all books to Octobers meeting. 

Please note: Gary Bechtel has a large tumbler and amounts of grit for sale—Please call 519-756-8298 for more information 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/

