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Inside this issue: 

September Mineral of the Month Winners: 

1/ Dawn Gage. 2/ Ed Storrie, Gary Bechtel, winners of the  Saphirre (corundum) Speci-

mens. 

Bob O’Donnell came and gave a very interesting talk 

on  Crinoid’s.  Bob told the attendees that even in pre-

sent day oceans crinoids still exist.  Bob’s presentation 

included some very interesting pictures of present day 

and fossilized crinoids.  Bob also said he is meeting 

with a member of the government to discuss keeping 

rare crinoid specimens found in Canada in this coun-

try.  All in all  the attendees were well educated in cri-

noid’s both past and present. 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/
http://ccfms.ca/
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY 

Opal is the modern October birthstone and the accepted gem for the 13th wedding anniversary. Traditional–Tourmaline, Mystical– 

Jasper, Zodiac–Topaz. The word "opal" for this dynamic gemstone was derived from the Greek word "opallus" which means to see a 

change in color...because it is, after all, opal's ability to refract and reflect specific wavelengths of light that make it so special. In fact, 

there are more than a dozen varieties of fiery and iridescent opals. 

Most opal is 50-65 million years old, dating back to the Cretaceous period when dinosaurs roamed the earth. Opal formed as silica 

from decomposing rocks mixed with ground water which formed a silica gel that collected and hardened in underground cavities and 

fissures. Opal's chemical formula is SiO2 .nH2O.  

There are two distinct types of opal, common and precious. The way the silica particles form determines which type. In precious 

opal, silica particles are packed in regular rows and layers. Moving the stone causes light to diffract, or split, as it grazes the opal 

surface. This light diffusion shows iridescent flashes of green, blue, aqua and sometimes yellowish or red colors which are referred 

to as "fire". 

Color and Varieties:  

Black Opal comes from the Lightning Ridge region of Northern New South Wales. It is the most rare and valuable opal. Fine quality 

black opals often cost more per carat than diamonds. The term black opal is misleading because the opal is not actually black, but 

instead has a very dark base. This dark base enhances the brilliant colors known as fire. 

Boulder opal occurs in the boulder opal belt, an area between the New South Wales border and northwest Queensland. Boulder opal 

forms on a dark ironstone base (the host rock) and occurs as a thin uneven layer adhering to the ironstone. Because of the uneven 

layers, sometimes part of the ironstone is visible on the surface of the stone. Queensland Boulder Opal accounts for a small percent 

of the world market, and because of its brilliance and rarity can bring up to $1000 a carat. 

Boulder opals are graded into specific groups (listed below) which have been defined by the Australian Gemological Association: 

Boulder black opal 

Boulder crystal opal 

Boulder light opal 

Boulder matrix opal 

Yowah nuts 

Boulder splits 

Seam and vein opal 

Sandstone opal 

Pipe opal 

Wood opal 

Light opal is the most common type of opal found and refers to both the crystal type opal (translucent) and the milky opal (opaque). It 

is the most common variety of opal and is generally less expensive than gem quality light opal. Brilliantly colored light opals may be 

quite expensive with a value exceeding some Black and Boulder Opals. 

Brilliance or luster is one of the primary factors that determine an opal's value. An opal with strong intensity and color play adds more 

value. 

Healing Properties: 

Aids inner beauty, faithfulness, and eyesight and helps recall past lives.  

OCTOBER’S BIRTHSTONE: OPAL 
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Rumor and Legend Surrounding Australian Opals: 

A long standing rumor is that boulder opals are porous and will absorb moisture, such as perspiration but an Australian opal is not 

porous and will not absorb moisture. To change the water content locked in an opal's tiny voids it must be heated extreme tempera-

tures. Opal's hardness on the moh scale  is 6.5. 

Opal takes its name from the Latin word Upala meaning precious stone. The Roman scholar Pliny described opal as  having the fire 

of carbuncle (a deep red garnet) and the brilliance of amethyst with the green color of emerald. The Romans believed opal was the 

symbol of hope and purity. They called it cupid paederos (child as beautiful as love) and thought the wearer safe from disease.  The 

Arabs believed that opals fell from heaven in flashes of lightning. Ancient Greeks also believed the opal had the power of giving 

foresight and the light of prophecy to their owners. Cleopatra is said to have worn an opal to attract the attention of Mark Anthony. 

Aborigines believe they have lived in Australia since the beginning of all creation. This culture has produced many myths and leg-

ends about opals over this span of time and the Aborigines believe the opal has a spiritual value. They believe the opal represents 

something an ancestor left behind as a sign of his or her presence. The Wangkumara people have a legend which tells how their 

people gained fire from opal stones, with the assistance of a Muda - a  Creator who switches from human form to pelican.This story 

is preserved in a book of Aboriginal legends, titled 'The Opal that Turned into Fire', compiled by Janet Mathews and published by 

Magabala Books. This legend recounts how the Wangkumara people decided to send a pelican (Muda) to explore the Northern Ter-

ritory, so he could return and tell them what was there. The pelican set off with all the fish and water he would need for the journey 

stored in the pouch beneath his beak. After flying a while the pelican felt ill and landed on top of a hill that the Wangkumara later 

named Bildimini. While resting the pelican observed the ground beneath him and was amazed by its magnificent array of colors. 

Although he did not know it, what he saw was opal. The pelican was so curious he began to peck at the colored stones with his 

beak. Suddenly, a spark flew out and lit the dry grass nearby. The flames rose and spread slowly across the plains approaching a 

group of Wangkumara who were camping near Cooper's Creek. The people were able to use the fire to cook their meat and fish for 

the first time, and were grateful for this new gift.  

Another legend tells how an earlier Muda, also in pelican form, created Cooper's Creek for the Wangkumara and filled it with fish. 

Wounded by a spear, this Muda died on the hill that would be called Bildimini. His blood and the water in his pouch flowed down the 

hillside, soaking into the earth and hardening into opal and gold. 

Crown Jewels 

Opal has symbolized hope, innocence and purity through the ages. During the Middle Ages, fair-haired young women put sapphires 

in their tresses to protect the lovely blond color of their hair. Physicians ground opals into a powder that was ingested to ward off 

nightmares. 

Since the 14th century, many cultures have considered this stone to be an Eye Stone, a stone that watches over royal families as 

well as a stone that strengthens the eyesight. They believed it to be the "king of gems" because an opal holds within its fire all the 

colors of the rainbow...and all other gems, as well. And like many birthstones, opals were treasured by ancient monarchs for their 

appearance AND their powers. 

Opals were routinely set into the crowns and necklaces of rulers who believed the protective powers of the gemstones would ward 

off evil. Writers of the period believed the opal could render its wearer invisible when the need arose. 

The Russians had the complete opposite belief in opals, viewing them as nothing but bad luck. 
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50 Years Ago—1962 

A fascination for  rocks which began when he was 8 years old has developed into a profitable commercial enterprise for 15 

year old George Huff Jr of Sheridan Street. 

About a year ago the boy and his father, George Sr., founded Geology Hobbies, a firm which makes jewellery out of rocks 

and sells collections of representative Ontario rocks for use in high school science classes. 

“Business has been good and is getting better constantly,”  Mr. Huff said Friday. 

This week the Huff’s received an offer from the Canadian Handicraft Guild to demonstrate a rock polishing and cutting ma-

chine at the Canadian National Exhibition.  Although details of the offer have yet to be settled, the two owners Geology Hob-

bies are looking forward to demonstrating their craft and displaying their wares to to the large crowds which flock to the CNE 

annually. 

Boy Discovers Rare, Intact Woolly Mammoth 

 

Scientists looking at a nearly intact mammoth carcass say the woolly beast may have been killed by an ice-age 
human. 

Alexei Tikhonov of the St. Petersburg Zoology Institute told the Associated Press that the mammoth found in 

Siberia—one of the best preserved carcasses ever found—could have been "possibly" killed by a human or a 

rival mammoth. 

The remarkable discovery was made last month by an 11-year-old Russian boy. While exploring the area 
around his home, the youngster uncovered a tusk, bones, fur and flesh of a creature that is estimated to be 
30,000 years old,  the daily mail reports. 

The boy, Yevgeny Salinder,  according to ABC news found the remains in permafrost in Taymyr, located in Rus-
sia's northernmost region. 

The mammoth is informally named Zhenya, after the boy's nickname. Its official name is the Sopkarginsky 
mammoth, according to ABC News. 

The 16-year-old mammoth was 6 feet 6 inches tall and weighed about 1,100 pounds, Tikhonov told AP. While 
the mammoth is nearly intact, its DNA is damaged and "hardly" suitable for cloning. 

Tikhonov told the Daily Mail the last time such a well-preserved mammoth was found in Russia was in 1901. 

The carcass will become an exhibit at the Taymyr Regional Studies Museum in Russia 
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COMING EVENTS 2012 

CLUB NEWS 

October Program: Not known at time of printing 

Workshop: Wednesday nights 7:00pm to 9:00pm.  Also please note that a wire wrapping class is being planned, please come out to  

     sign up if interested. 

October Meeting: Mineral of the month is Opal, so come out to the meeting all you opal babies. 

News Letter: Looking for interesting stories from members.  Perhaps an interesting trip or a lapidary technique, jewellery making etc. 

                      Please contact Marcel LeBlanc at marcell@execulink.com. 

Field Trips: 

Items for Sale by Members 

Maddie Lavender has a Highland Park diamond saw with 2 grinding wheels, one polishing wheel and motor.  Includes all instruction 

books and other items.  If interested please call Maddie at 1-905-634-1758’ 

 

Nov. 01-08 Robert Hall Originals—Annual Fall Open House                                                                                       

                            Canadian made pewter gifts & jewellery for Christmas gift giving 

  Thursday, November 1 to Thursday ,November 8 

  10 am-5pm each day 

  138 Sugar Maple Road, St. George Ontario 

  Contact:  mailto:inquiry@roberthalloriginals.com (519) 448-1236 or 1-800-360-2813  

  Website:  http://www.roberthalloriginals.com 

Nov. 10  CMMA Fall Mini Conference 

  Burlington Arts and Cultural Center, 1333 Lakeshore Road, Burlington, Ontario 

  Contact: Bill Lechner at 416-438-8908 or eml bill.lechner@rogers.com 

Nov. 21  Mineral Identification Night at the ROM 

  4:00pm to 5:30pm 

  Presidents Choice Entrance on Queens Park, doors nearest subway stop entrance. 

  Visit their website at: www.rom.on.ca/programs/id_clinics.php 
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The Top Ten Reasons to Get Into Micro mounting  

by Tim Jokela, Jr. "mailto:tjokela@execulink.com" 

Here's a top ten list - just like Letterman's, but without the funny bits or the canned laughter. There are many reasons to get into micromount-

ing, but these are the top ten. 

(For those unfamiliar with the term, micromounting is the study of minerals that require magnification for best appreciation. Micromounters 

generally use low-power (10-60x) binocular microscopes, and painstakingly mount the specimens in micromount boxes which are about 

20mm on edge. You know you're a micromounter when you find yourself mounting a half millimeter crystal on a toothbrush bristle. Sound 

cool? Read on!) 

1 - FREE STUFF! - Last time you went to your average, garden-variety mineral show, did they have tables filled with fine cabinet specimens 

free for the taking? At micromount symposia, give- away tables loaded with interesting stuff are standard practice. Micromounters are a very 

generous bunch! 

2 - WEIRD & WONDERFUL - The micromounter sees things that aren't even imagined by 'macro' collectors. Things like spiral millerite 

crystals, Sweet Home Mine rhodochrosite rhombs with moving bubble inclusions, or minerals like rutile, pyrite, and boulangerite in ring 

crystals, to name a very few of the bizarre things seen by the micromounter. 

3 - YEAR ROUND FUN - A large part of what drives field collectors is the thrill of discovery. The micromounter with a good hoard of mate-

rial doesn't have the constraints of a field season - no matter what the weather is like he can pull some rocks out of storage, trim them down, 

and find fantastic crystal-filled vugs never before seen by man. The micromounter can delve through his stock of material and find new stuff 

any day of the week, and he can go collecting in his basement even if it's 200 am and 20 degrees below outside. It's a year round hobby. 

4 - CHEAP SHIPPING - Sending 100 micromounts by airmail to Europe is far more affordable than 100 cabinet pieces. 

5 - NO FAKES - When a lot of money is changing hands for a fine cabinet piece, one has to be wary that the specimen hasn't been altered or 

faked in some way. Faking micromounts is not only extremely rare, it's nearly impossible, as a microscope easily reveals glue where it 

shouldn't be. 

6 - LOW PRICES - The average price of a micromount is $3. Really expensive ones are $20. The initial expense of a good scope and proper 

light is pretty steep, but after that you're set. 

7 - VARIETY - There's only a few hundred minerals out there that come in nice big crystals, and almost no new species are found in sizeable 

crystals. Go to any mineral show and what do you see - table after table of aquamarine, quartz, and fluorite. Micromounters work with far 

more species than hand-specimen collectors, and are familiar with far more rarities. 

8 - PERFECTION - Micro crystals are perfectly formed and undamaged far more often than cabinet specimens. They are the peak of aesthet-

ics 

9 - EASY COLLECTING - Field collecting superb 10cm crystals of a rare mineral isn't particularly easy, but the micromounter can find 

something of interest almost anywhere. 

10 - STORAGE - While you probably can't fit a thousand micromounts on the head of a pin, you can sure fit them in a small box under your 

bed, making micromounting ideal for apartment dwellers or anyone who has heard the immortal phrase "Get those rocks out of here!" 
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Opal Capitol of the World - Coober Pedy, South Australia 

 

Coober Pedy is a town in northern South Australia, 846 kilometres north of Adelaide on the Stuart Highway. According to the 2006 cen-

sus, its population was 1,916 (1,084 males, 832 females, including 268 indigenous Australians).The town is sometimes referred to as the 

"opal capital of the world" because of the quantity of precious opals that are mined there. Coober Pedy is renowned for its below-ground 

residences, called "dugouts", which are built due to the scorching daytime heat. The name 'Coober Pedy' comes from the local Aboriginal 

term kupa-piti, which means 'white man's hole' 

 

Aboriginal people have a long-standing connection with the area. The first European explorer to pass near the site of Coober Pedy was 

Scottish born John McDouall Stuart in 1858, but the town was not established until after 1915, when opal was discovered by Willie 

Hutchison.  Miners first moved in around about 1916. By 1999, there were more than 250,000 mine shaft entrances in the area and a law 

discouraged large-scale mining by allowing each prospector a 165-square-foot (15.3 m2) claim.  The harsh summer desert temperatures 

mean that many residents prefer to live in caves bored into the hillsides ("dugouts"). A standard three-bedroom cave home with lounge, 

kitchen, and bathroom can be excavated out of the rock in the hillside for a similar price to building a house on the surface. However, dug-

outs remain at a constant temperature, while surface buildings need air-conditioning, especially during the summer months, when tempera-

tures often exceed 40 degrees Celsius (104 degrees Fahrenheit). The relative humidity rarely gets over 20% on these hot days, and the skies 

are usually cloud-free. The average maximum temperature is 30-32 degrees Celsius, but it can get quite cool in the winter. 

 

Coober Pedy is a very small town, about halfway between Adelaide and Alice Springs. It has become a popular stopover point and tourist 

destination, especially since 1987, when the sealing of the Stuart Highway was completed. 

Interesting attractions in Coober Pedy include the mines, the graveyard, and the underground churches. The first tree ever seen in the town 

was welded together from scrap iron. It still sits on a hilltop overlooking the town 

Scenes and Opals from Coober Pedy Australia 
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Mailing address: 1 Sherwood Drive, Brantford, Ont. N3T 1N3     Website: www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca 

THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

2012 EXECUTIVE 

PRESIDENT: ERNIE EDMONDS PHONE            519-583-9457   EMAIL:   

VICE PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS   519-752-9756  Campbell.moons@silomail.com 

TREASURER: DARREN GAGE   519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

SECRETARY: KIM LEBLANC   519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com  

SHOW CHAIR 2011-12: BOB PARRY  519-448-1236  robert@roberthalloriginals.com 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: MARCEL LEBLANC 519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com 

SOCIAL: SUSAN WAKELEY   519-752-7690  suewake28@rogers.com 

SOCIAL: CARRIE GAGE    519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM: BABS KISIEL-PENNELL  519-751-3247  BASIA10P@hotmail.com 

FIELD TRIPS: K. LAHAY & FAYE MEADOWS 519-725-4678  fayemeadows@rogers.com 

CCFMS REP.: RENE PERRIN   519-267-5415  aperrin@rogers.com 

LIBRARIAN: RUSS McCRORY   905-389-6525 russelldavid.mccrory@sympatico.ca 

WORKSHOP: BRAD McCLELLAND  519-751-3141 

Time: 7:30 pm   

Location:  S. C. Johnson Centre– 16 Morrell Street , Brantford ON N3T 4J2 

1/  Hwy 403 to Hwy 24 exit South 

2/ Continue south to St Paul Avenue, past Brantford General Hospital to  

    Brant Ave. Intersection. 

3/  Continue through lights to Grand River Ave., Turn right. 

4/ Continue on to Morrell Street go through stop sign turn right to enter parking lot. 

Alternate Route 

1/ Hwy 403 to Paris Road Exit, turn left onto Brant Ave. 

2/ Continue south on Paris Road to St Paul intersection. 

3/ Turn right onto St Paul Ave 

4/  Continue on St Paul Ave to Grand River Ave., Turn right. 

5/ Continue on to Morrell Street go through stop sign turn right to enter parking lot. 

Meeting: October 19, 2012 

Welcome to new members Patricia Law and Larry Papp, hope to see you soon at 

the October meeting maybe? 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/

