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Inside this issue: 

November is our Election Meeting! 

This is a very important meeting and all members who can should attend.  If  you 

want to have input on who your executive is and what direction you would like to 

see the club take, its time to come out and let your voice be heard.  All positions are 

open to any paid up member, if you would like to stand for any one of the executive 

positions please feel free to contact any of the 2012 executive. 

Following are the positions available: 

President 

Vice-President 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

Newsletter 

CCFMS Representitive 

Field  Trips 

Programs 

Work Shop 

See Club News on page 3 for constitution news. 

 

So if you have any great ideas and would 

like to see them implemented, or at least 

Considered come to Novembers meeting. 

Congratulations  to all the winners of the mineral of the month, enjoy those Opals 

guys.  This month is Citrine and Yellow Topaz so come on out for a chance to win a 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/
http://ccfms.ca/
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History of Cobalt (from Wikipedia) 

 

Cobalt is a town in the a town in the district of  Temiskaming i the Province of Ontario  Canada with a population of 1,133. 

In 2001 Cobalt was named "Ontario's Most Historic Town" by a panel of judges on the TV program Studio 2 , and in 2002 the area 

was designated a  National Historic site of Canada.  

 

Silver was discovered in the area in the summer of 1903, during the construction of the  Temiskaming and Northern Ontario Railway 

from North Bay to communities of Haileybury and New Liskard, north of Cobalt.  Within a few years the area was one of the largest 

silver producing areas in the world. Speculation over mining stocks led to riots on Wall Street in New York City.   

 

The town was incorporated in 1906. Its population swelled and peaked at 7,000. In 1911, silver production exceeded 30,000,000 

ounces (937.5 tons). Mining continued until the 1930s, then slowed to a trickle. Activity renewed in the 1950s then slowly dropped 

off, and there are no longer any operating mines in the area. However, one mill still operates in the area, and there continues to be 

exploration, including the exploration for diamonds. 

 

The silver mines of Cobalt, and the prospectors and miners that discovered them and worked the mines, have left an indelible mark 

on Canadian history, and the town is known as the birthplace of birthplace of hard rock mining in Canada. The ore in Cobalt was 

close to surface, which meant that men with limited experience could prospect and begin mining, and then hone their skills as the 

mines went deeper. Those who learned their trade in Cobalt moved north, discovering gold in Kirkland Lake and Timmins and further 

a field in Canada and around the world. The mining in Cobalt was done with the use of Wheelbarrows, Pickaxes, Hans Steel and 

Dynamite. 

 

Below are photos of the official opening of Peter's Cobalt Discovery Mine at U of W at 10:30 on Sat. during the Waterloo show. 



3  

 
THE TELEPHONE CITY CRYSTAL COMING EVENTS 2012 

Nov. 10  CMMA Fall Mini Conference 

  Burlington Arts and Cultural Center, 1333 Lakeshore Road, Burlington, Ontario 

  Contact: Bill Lechner at 416-438-8908 or eml bill.lechner@rogers.com 

Nov. 17—18 London Gem and Mineral Show—Saturday 9am to 6pm, Sun. 10am to 5pm 

  Over 40 Dealers-Demonstrations and Educational Sessions 

  First 500 people through door receive a free sample 

  Free draw for a Amethyst Cathedral 

Nov. 21  Mineral Identification Night at the ROM 

  4:00pm to 5:30pm 

  Presidents Choice Entrance on Queens Park, doors nearest subway stop entrance. 

  Visit their website at: www.rom.on.ca/programs/id_clinics.php 

Early Dec. The Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral Club 

  Each year in December our club holds a live auction for gems, minerals, fossils, meteorites,  and lapidary    

  items. The public is invited 

  Check  our website for more information :  http://www.calaverite.com/kwgmc/ 

Club News 

Field Trips:  Trip to the R.O.M. is set for November 24, 2012      The only cost will be $10.00 for non-members. The Club is covering 

the entrance, guided tour fees and bus transportation for all participants. Departure time from Brantford: 8:30am sharp from the car pool 

area at exit 41 off Hwy. 403. Departure time from Toronto: 4:00pm sharp. The guided tour of Earth's Treasures is at 10:30am. There is a 

cafeteria in the ROM or restaurants nearby for lunch. You are on your own for the afternoon. Deadline to register is 10:00pm Sunday 

November 18, 2012. Please call Kathy or Faye at 519-725-4678 asap and if leaving a message please only your name, number of mem-

bers attending, number of non-members wishing to go and a contact phone number as our phone has limited message capability. Club 

members will receive first consideration. Calls to confirm registration of members will be returned as received, for non-members after the 

deadline date. Please note we will be away at the London Show from Nov. 16-18 and thus not at the next club meeting.  

Work Shop:  Brad will be conducting a Sun Metal working work shop beginning Sunday November 25 at 1:00pm at our work shop on 

Helen Street.  Please bring a torch.  First class is free, there after classes will be held on the third Sunday every month (Sunday after the 

general meeting).  Fee $5.00.  Now that we have our own building we need to utilize the opportunities that this building offers us.  We 

are   looking for ideas for workshops that can be offered to the members.  We know there is a lot of talent among our members and this 

affords our members a great opportunity to show their talents.  We are willing to spend money on equipment and supplies to make these 

workshops possible.  Now we are just waiting for your ideas.  Some of the ideas proposed so far: Wire wrapping, micro mounting, work-

ing with silver, copper and other metals, and chain malle.                                                                                                                         

Programs:  Also  Gary Bechtel will be doing a presentation on his many travels over the years, should be a very interesting presentation. 

Election for 2013 to be held.  If you are interested in running for a position on the executive or know someone who is  please come out to 

our November meeting or contact John Moons.    

Constitution News: Further to handout in Octobers newsletter. 

Proposed changes to the constitution ; Article IV  i) Workshop Chairperson will become Building and Workshop Administrator. 

     J) Workshop Instructor’s will become Lapidary Workshop Chairperson. 

     k) Workshop Instructor’s 

Bylaws #2—Duties of the directors.  We would like to add: VIII The Building and Workshop Administrator shall take care of the build-

ing and schedule workshops. 

      IX The Lapidary Workshop Chairperson Shall be responsible for the lapidary 

workshops with special emphasis on the safety of everybody involved, the proper maintenance of the machines involved and the cleanup 

after the workshops.  He or she shall also supervise all lapidary instructors. 
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL Box Chain Malle Bracelet 

Step 1:  Organize materials and tools 

 -Two needle nose pliers 

 - 8mm gold or silver jump rings 

 - Lobster claw finding or toggle closer

Step 2:  Open a number of jump rings and set 

 aside for future use. 

Step 3: Close two rings and link two more pairs 

 of rings illustrated as the picture 

Step 4: Hold the first pair and split the third pair 

 as shown in Picture 1 and 2. Slightly 

 adjust your position of hands, and split 

 the second pair of jump rings as shown 

 in Picture 3.Then you will see a space 

 raising up by the third pair.              

 Now nail through the space shown in 

 Picture 4 

Step 5: You will get your project like that 

Step 8:  Repeat the step 6 

 and 7 to add the 

 second jump ring. 

Step 9:  Link one more 

 pairs of jump 

 rings and repeat 

Step 10:  Repeat Step 4 to 

 make more as 

 long as box 

 chains. 

Step6:  Slide a jump rings 

 through the space. 

Step 11:  To end up the 

 chain, link 

 one jump ring 

 of one side of 

 he chain 

Step 12:  Link one  ump 

 ring to the 

 other side of 

 the chain  and 

 slide in the lob

 ster claw clasp. 

Step7:  Use two chain nose 

 pliers to close it 

Step 13:  Congratulations! You 

 have made an exquis

 ite box chain mail 

 bracelet. 

As an added feature a correct sized round bead 

can be inserted into each box as the bracelet is 

being made.  This elevates the bracelet to  a 

whole new level. 



5  

 
THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

MINERAL OF THE MONTH -  CITRINE OR YELLOW TOPAZ 

November's gemstone, Citrine, is as warm as a Van Gogh painting of sunflowers. The name Citrine comes from an old French word, 

"citrin", meaning lemon. One of the more rare forms of quartz, this gemstone ranges in color from the palest yellow to a dark amber 

named Madeira because of its resemblance to the red wine.  

Perhaps because of its scarcity, there is little mention of Citrine used as a gemstone prior to the first century B.C. The Romans were 

thought to be the first to wear the yellow quartz, crafting it into cabochon, or highly polished but unfaceted cuts of stone set into jewelry. 

Citrine became more popular during the Romantic Period, when artisans often favored these warm colored gems to enhance gold jewelry. 

Citrine, like all forms of quartz, was believed to have magical powers and was worn as a talisman against evil thoughts and snake venom. 

It was also considered to have medicinal properties and was commonly used as a remedy for urinary and kidney ailments.  

Sister stone to the purple quartz known as Amethyst, Citrine crystals are found in igneous metamorphic and sedimentary rocks. It is be-

lieved that some Citrine may have actually begun as Amethyst, but heat from nearby molten rock changed it to the yellow form of quartz. 

Citrine is known to change color when subjected to heat and is routinely heated in the jewelry-making process to intensify its color. For 

this same reason, though, this gemstone should not be left in direct sunlight for a long time because it will permanently alter the color. 

Most Citrine is mined in Brazil, but other sources of the quartz are Bolivia and Madagascar.  

A gift of Citrine is symbolic for hope and strength. With its sunny brightness, this gemstone is ideal for helping anyone to get through the 

tough times in life!  

Alternate Birthstone  

Yellow Topaz is an alternate gemstone for those born in November. It's golden color was believed by the Egyptians to be the glow cast by 

the sun god Ra. Yellow Topaz ranges in color from a peachy blush to a deep cognac. A gift of this gemstone is said to symbolize friend-

ship and to strengthen one's capacity to give and receive love.  

Yellow topaz is the most common color of topaz. The yellow colors range from 

brownish yellow to pure, bright yellow to an almost orange color. Many yellow 

topaz stones are grown in labs, but yellow topaz also occurs naturally and is gener-

ally relatively inexpensive compared to other topaz gems. 

Most of the Yellow Topaz that is sold as gem quality stone, comes from Russia and 

Brazil... and there are also mines supplying gemstones in Mexico, Utah, Colorado 

and Texas USA 
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Lake Superior Circle Tour 

By Marcel LeBlanc 

Several years ago I, my wife Kim and our 

daughter Theresa decided to spend our summer 

vacation doing the Lake Superior circle tour. 

After doing a great deal of reading about what 

we could expect to see and do on the circle 

tour and getting several books on rock collect-

ing we did our planning, made our reservations 

and waited impatiently for our departure date 

to arrive. 

As our departure date came closer we started 

packing our car, a Dodge Intrepid, for the trip.  

Finally the day arrived; we left early in the morning, as the drive to our first night’s accommodations in Sault Ste. Marie was a fairly long drive.  Driving through 

Michigan’s lower and Upper Peninsula's was very interesting and quite scenic, especially the narrows and bridge at Mackinaw Strait‘s.  We decided to stay in Sault 

Ste. Marie for a couple of nights a do some exploring around the city.  In addition to checking out the local businesses we also went to check out the Roberta Bon-

dar  pavilion, the bush plane museum and the locks all of which were extremely interesting and informative.  I was quite fascinated with the local method of down 

rigging from the waterfront handrails, local anglers had custom clamps for their down riggers which clamped directly to the handrail and enabled them to lower 

their lures into the very strong current of the Saint Mary’s river. 

After leaving the Sault we headed west along highway11 towards are next destination in Nipigon.  On the way we made several stops, first we pulled into Speckled 

Trout Creek and drove back on the road to mouth of the river, unfortunately this road is no longer accessible to vehicle's any more.  Once there and after ooooing 

and awwwing over the scenery we looked for interesting rocks on the beach.  After picking up a few interesting specimens for our collections we packed up and 

continued our journey.  Our next stop was at a viewing area on the Chippewa River; here we saw a spectacular falls and an old lava flow.  Our next stop was at the 

White River where a scenic series of falls were located right at the highway, we stopped here for a picnic lunch and spent an hour or so admiring the view. 

Our next stop was at Old Women Bay, a beautiful stretch of beach with amazing scenery, Kim and I wandered the beach looking for interesting beach rocks of 

which we found a few interesting rocks for our collections.  While we were looking for rocks Theresa decided to do a little wading in the frigid waters, brrrrrrrrr.   

We continued on to Nipigon and after a long day had well deserved rest before continuing on the next day. 

We were all very excited for the next day we were stopping at Blue Point Mines to look for amethyst one of our and I’m sure most peoples favourite crystal.  We 

turned off highway 11 onto side road number 5, drove a few hundred yards then made a left turn onto a small gravel road.  We drove about a mile or so through the 

northern Ontario bush and finally saw the gate and sign for Blue Point Mine.  As we pulled into the mines parking lot we were greeted by the mines owner Lyndon 

Swan who told us the way the mining worked on his mine site.  Basically you paid for a bucket, about 2 gallons, and for $20.00 you could fill it with as much ame-

thyst as you could cram into it.  As Theresa, Kim and I drove back and parked at the pit, Lyndon said it was ok for us to drive back as both Kim and I are gimps, we 

saw Paul and Thelma working away in the pit.  Paul and Thelma are fairly well known to Southern Ontario rockhounds for being amethyst collectors and sellers, 

they were one of the reasons we wanted to check out Blue Point Mine as this is where they collected their amethyst.  

 After saying our hellos and talking a bit of what to look for we started our amethyst collecting.  We basically just looked through the tailings and found many nice 

examples of amethyst clusters and single points, with a minimal amount of work and time we easily filled our buckets. Theresa found exceptionally nice “button”, 

which she excitedly showed, to Kim and I.  After spending 4 to5 hours at the mine we packed up our goodies said goodbye to Paul and Thelma and Lyndon and 

continued our journey on to Thunderbay where would spend the next several days as our base of operations. 

Over the 5 days we went back to Blue Point Mines and collect even more amethyst for our collections, we also drove to the Amethyst Panorama another mine site 

open to the Public.  Driving into the Panorama was quite interesting as you drove in on a very rough, winding gravel road straight up a very steep mountain.  Once 

we arrived at the mine itself and saw the prices of going in, very expensive by the way, we decided not to do any mining at the Panorama site.  While in Thunder-

bay we stayed at the Norwester Best Western, a very nice motel with awesome scenery, very comfortable rooms, and a very interesting wall made entirely of ame-

thyst, quite impressive.  We would recommend staying here to anyone, even though we did have a bit of a bad experience in the restraunt which left a bad taste in 

our mouths, no pun intended.   

We then packed up and continued our journey; we were headed for an overnight stay in Duluth Minnesota.  On the way we stopped at a very interesting rock shop 

in Beaver Bay Minnesota called the Beaver Bay Agate Shop, were we saw some beautiful examples of Thompsonite agate, petrified wood, and Lake Superior 

agates.  After looking over the many specimens, going through the Thompsonite museum, and purchasing several specimens we continued our way to Duluth.  

When we arrived in Duluth we checked into our motel then went for supper at the nearby Perkins where Theresa had her first piece of French silk pie ever. To say 

she became addicted to this delicacy would be an understatement; we basically had to get her a piece of this sweet concoction every time we ate in a restraint. 



7  

 

 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

After a very restful nights sleep we continued on to our next detonation of Marquette Michigan.  On the way we stopped at the Wisconsin welcome centre.  

We found this welcome centre to be very interesting and informative.  They had some very unique displays on the local wildlife and local industries.  After 

a long day of driving we finally arrived at our destination, the Days Inn in Marquette Michigan. 

As we checked in we received a pleasant surprise, we were told that our room was upgraded to a suite, at no additional cost to us, awesome right.   After 

unpacking and having a bit a rest we went out exploring and to go for supper.  We quickly discovered Da Yoopers Tourist Trap, a very cool shop with many 

interesting souvenirs, shirts and locally made items.  Attached to the shop was the Rock Knockers Rock Shop a small but very well stocked store.  Here we 

found many nice specimens of local rocks, fossils and minerals; we purchase some nice Lake Superior agates, some nice raw copper specimens and some 

nice Hematite pieces.  All in all a very nice “Tourist Trap” which we would recommend to anyone to visit. 

We stayed in Marquette for several days and while there went to several neat local attractions.  One very neat attraction we went to was the Quincy Iron  

Mine where we took the underground mine tour.  First they outfitted you in rain gear, as it was very damp underground in the mine.  We were then loaded 

onto a cog rail tram, which would take us down to the mine entrance; it was a very steep ride down the side of the mountain to the entrance.  We then load-

ed ourselves up onto a rail car and were pulled into the mine itself, we journeyed several hundred yards deep into the mountain until we came to the end of 

the track were we unloaded and continued the tour on foot.  Our tour guide took us on an interesting trip back in time and enlightened us on how mining 

was done in the past.  It was a very interesting tour and one well worth taking if you’re in the area of Hancock Michigan.  A bonus is a very well stocked 

gift and rock shop was we picked up several more specimens for our collections. 

Another cool attraction we visited was the Oswald Black Bear Ranch; rescued bear cubs are brought here and raised in a safe environment.  Bears of all 

sizes and ages are here and tourists are allowed for a small fee to come and view them.  Kim even got to have her picture taken with a bear cub who had 

recently been rescued, a once in a lifetime experience for her. 

We also one day went to Iron Mountain Mine in Vulcan, Michigan where Kim and Theresa went on the mine tour while I stayed back and perused the awe-

some rock shop.  While the girls were informed about iron mining on the tour, I went and look at the many awesome minerals, crystals and rocks the shop 

had on sale.  I was especially impressed with the huge slabs of tigers eye they had for sale and the large pieces of blue goldstone which when viewed looked 

like looking into a starry night sky, I know it is a man made mineral but it is still quite impressive.  So I picked up a small specimen for my collection.  

After the girls returned from their tour we headed back to our abode in Marquette. 

The next day we decided to go to the Grand Maria's Michigan agate museum, a place I had read about and had always wanted to visit.  We went through the 

small museum, for a small fee, and viewed some very nice banded Lake Superior agates as well as many other cool specimens.  There were also some neat 

displays on the history of logging and commercial fishing in the area.  I managed to find several nice Lake Superior agates in the small shop for my collec-

tion. 

After returning to our hotel that evening we packed up and got ready to head home the next morning. 

We had a great time doing the circle tour and we would recommend it to any family. 

Iron Mountain Tour Agates from Lake Superior Mass car –Quincy Iron Mine 

Chippawa Falls 

Large Amethyst Cluster Blue Point Mine—Amethyst A big Fish from the Sault Blue Point Mine Pit 

Beaver Bay Agate Shop Thompsonite Specimen Michigan Copper Specimen Bear from Oswald Bear Ranch 
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Mailing address: 1 Sherwood Drive, Brantford, Ont. N3T 1N3     Website: www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca 

THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

2012 EXECUTIVE 

PRESIDENT: ERNIE EDMONDS PHONE            519-583-9457   EMAIL:   

VICE PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS   519-752-9756  Campbell.moons@silomail.com 

TREASURER: DARREN GAGE   519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

SECRETARY: KIM LEBLANC   519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com  

SHOW CHAIR 2012-13: KIM LEBLANC  519-448-1236  marcell@execulink.com 

       KAREN WARD  905-525-0779  karenpward@sympatico.ca 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: MARCEL LEBLANC 519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com 

SOCIAL: SUSAN WAKELEY   519-752-7690  suewake28@rogers.com 

SOCIAL: CARRIE GAGE    519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM: BABS KISIEL-PENNELL  519-751-3247  BASIA10P@hotmail.com 

FIELD TRIPS: K. LAHAY & FAYE MEADOWS 519-725-4678  fayemeadows@rogers.com 

CCFMS REP.: RENE PERRIN   519-267-5415  aperrin@rogers.com 

LIBRARIAN: RUSS McCRORY   905-389-6525 russelldavid.mccrory@sympatico.ca 

Meeting: November 16, 2012 

Time: 7:30 pm   

Location:  S. C. Johnson Centre– 16 Morrell Street , Brantford ON N3T 4J2 

1/  Hwy 403 to Hwy 24 exit South 

2/ Continue south to St Paul Avenue, past Brantford General Hospital to  

    Brant Ave. Intersection. 

3/  Continue through lights to Grand River Ave., Turn right. 

4/ Continue on to Morrell Street go through stop sign turn right to enter parking lot. 

Alternate Route 

1/ Hwy 403 to Paris Road Exit, turn left onto Brant Ave. 

2/ Continue south on Paris Road to St Paul intersection. 

3/ Turn right onto St Paul Ave 

4/  Continue on St Paul Ave to Grand River Ave., Turn right. 

5/ Continue on to Morrell Street go through stop sign turn right to enter parking lot. 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/

