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 NOVEMBER MEETING - November18, 2011  

CLUB NEWS 

THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

Time: 7:30 pm   

Location: Woodman Drive Community Centre  491 Grey St. Brantford, Ont. 

1. If you attended the October meeting you are aware of the news that the club has relocate for our meetings as well as 

our workshop equipment. The Parks Board and City of Brantford have plans to convert the Woodman Community 

Center to a youth facility to better service the needs of the youth in the city. The center is a prime area with bus 

routes and easy access for the youth to utilize the facility.  

 The city has offered two potential new locations for our club; The Beckett Building on Colborne 

St. in downtown Brantford or the T.B. Costain/ S.C. Johnson Center on Morrell St. in the western 

side of Brantford. The city has generously promised to move our workshop at their expense, con-

sider electrical upgrades and allow additional space for our library needs. The time frame is early 

in the new year of 2012. The cost will be the same for our workshop rental and a free evening for 

our monthly meeting.  

 A third new alternative is a house on Helen Ave. formerly occupied by another organization. The workshop could be 

located their with access at any time but the club would have to pay utilities and security. The monthly meetings 

would be held at the S.C. Johnson facility. 

 It is also noted by the parks board that the workshop is required to have additional liability insurance since it is con-

sidered to be industrial. Additional requirements to bring the workshop up to safety standards are as follows; the 

large saw needs a complete cleaning, containers need to be properly labelled with WHMIS labels as well as someone 

needs to be trained in WHMIS (Workplace Hazardous Material Information System). Question from the editor:       

Is the workshop worth all these upgrades and a questionable future for two hours a week when additional costs are 

pending and the workshop is already a revenue liability to the club?   

PROGRAM: DR. TOM IANNELLI - UPDATE ON THE 

MARY RIVER IRON MINE ON BAFFIN ISLAND 

 The Project is a proposed iron ore mine and associated facilities located on 

North Baffin Island, in the Qikiqtani Region of Nunavut. The Mary River 

site is located about 160 km south of the community of Pond Inlet 

(Mittimatalik) and 1000 km northwest of Iqaluit, the capital of Nunavut.   

November is our annual meeting and election night. Remember we are looking 

to elect a new president and a show chair for 2013 as well as any other position 

that you feel you can be of assistance to the club.  PLEASE VOLUNTEER ! 

DECEMBER MEETING - DECEMBER 9 (PLEASE NOTE - 2ND WEEK OF DEC.) 

THIS IS OUR CHRISTMAS POTLUCK DINNER. JOINING US WILL BE OUR GOOD FRIEND PETER 

RUSSELL WHO WILL GIVE US A TALK ON THE GRAND CANYON AND DEATH VALLEY.  

BRING YOUR GOODIES FOR OUR DINNER AND YOUR APPETITE AND POSSIBLY YOUR APATITE 

OR ANY OTHER CRAFTS, JEWELLERY, ROCKS IF YOU PLAN  TO SELL AT OUR MEMBERS‘ SALE. 
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THE TELEPHONE CITY CRYSTAL 

COMING EVENTS 2011 

Nov 19-20 London Gem and Mineral Show 

 Sat. 9-6: Sun 10-5 Western Fairgrounds (Special Events Building) Highway #401 to Highbury exit 

North, west on Florence, North on Rectory - Main entrance immediately on right side. Features: Over 

35 dealers, demonstrations, and educational talks   Admission: Adults $5, Children $2 Contact: Ken 

Dardano 519-831-3093 or gneissguy@bell.net Website: wwwgemandmineral.ca  

Dec 3-4 Gneiss Guy  Minerals and Fossils is hosting the year end clearance open house December 3rd and 4th 

2011 from 10-5; 820 Gartshore St. Unit #19, Fergus, Ont. Light refreshments and free smiles will be 

available. 

OCTOBER MEETING: DON OLIVER‘S PROGRAM ON METEORITES 

Many thanks to Don Oliver for filling in at our October meeting. Our original speaker was unable to attend and 

Don not only agreed to present us with a program but actually spoke on the original topic for the evening - meteor-

ites. His presentation focused on occurrences in Ontario as well as numerous known sites.  

The study of meteorites has advanced greatly over the years, and there‘s a large classification system that can be 

confusing. For a beginner, it‘s enough to know the three transitional categories of meteorites: irons (90% nickel-

iron), stony irons or  (50% nickel-iron)  and stones (23% nickel-iron). One theory holds that iron meteorites may 

represent the core, stony-irons the mantles and stony meteorites the crust from planets that broke up as our solar 

system formed.     

N.B. Don has been a great addition to our club with his program presentations as well as being very active in dis-

playing minerals from his collection to show actual visual examples of the mineral of the month listings.           

Thank you Don for all your time and considerate effort! 

SPECIAL WISHES TO LONG TIME MEMBER NELLIE THOMPSON ON HER 

95TH BIRTHDAY THIS MONTH. THE BLMS WISHES YOU MANY MORE TO 

COME AND HOPE YOUR BDAY IS ANOTHER MILE(STONE) TO REMEMBER. 
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

PREDATORY DINOSAUR WAS FEARSOMELY FAST 

 

A horned dinosaur as long as an RV may have reached speeds above 55 kilometres an hour as it ran down its prey, esti-

mates an Alberta researcher. 

"This was a super-fast predator," said W. Scott Persons, the University of Alberta PhD student who uncovered carnotau-

rus's gifts as a sprinter. "I would not be surprised if carnotaurus could push 30, 35 miles per hour (48-56 km/h), at least in 

the short burst." 

Carnotaurus, whose scientific name means "meat-eating bull," was a predatory dinosaur that lived in South America dur-

ing the Late Cretaceous period, about 71 million years ago. It was less than eight metres long, or about half the size of a 

Tyrannosaurus rex, and had a horn over each eye. "So, it has a very devilish appearance," said Persons in an interview 

with CBC Radio's Quirks & Quarks set to air Saturday. 

His interest in the dinosaur was piqued when he caught a glimpse of its tailbones, which he described as "really, really 

weird." Unlike most dinosaurs whose tailbones have structures called caudal ribs that stick out to either side, carnotaurus 

had caudal ribs that tilted upward and hooked over each other, stiffening the tail. 

Persons hypothesized that the strange, upward-tilted shape of the caudal ribs might allow the dinosaur to fit a much larger 

muscle underneath compared to most dinosaurs.A muscle found in that tail area in modern crocodiles and lizards, called 

the caudal femoralis, pulls the leg toward it when it contracts. 

"If you want to understand how fast a dinosaur can run, you need to look at how big that muscle was because that gives 

you a sense of how much power it's packing," Persons said. 

He created a computer model of the dinosaur's tailbone and then sculpted in the caudal femoralis muscle to fit underneath 

so he could estimate its mass. "I was floored," he said. "It's a really big muscle." 

He estimates that would have put carnotaurus among the fastest dinosaurs of its size. Persons and his supervisor, Philip 

Currie, published their results in the journal PLoS One earlier in October. A year ago, the pair published a similar study 

on tyrannosaurus rex that suggested it, too, was a fast sprinter. 

A horned dinosaur as long as an RV may have reached speeds above 55 kilometres an hour as it ran down its prey, esti-

mates an Alberta researcher. Via Sync.ca 

PEACOCK ORE BY KEMP ROLL 

Peacock Ore-a strange name for a mineral but it makes sense. The peacock is noted for its brilliant array of iridescent 

colors- gold hued reds, blues and purples. So is this mineral. Its brilliant colors change from golden purples to pinks to 

blues depending on how the light reflects from it. It is also called ―purple copper ore.‖ Freshly mined chalcopyrite displays 

such colours also. The ore is called ―yellow copper ore.‖ Its the tarnishing exposure to air that produces the thin-filmed 

iridescence. The reason one doesn‘t see such minerals on jewellery is that the color disappears soon after exposure to the 

atmosphere. The sulphides oxidize and a thicker, duller coat of copper/iron oxide conceals the colors below. An ore is ex-

actly what it is, copper ore. Chemically, it is a sulphide of copper and iron with metals in varying proportions. It is an im-

portant source of metallic copper. Mining is mostly in Chile, Canada and Mexico. For the purist, it is ―Bornite‖ after the 

18th century mineralogist, Ignatius Von Born (also called ―peacock‖ by his friends (Gem City Rock News 7/06) 

Update from Paul and Thelma Smitham (via London Gem and Mineral newsletter Chippings Nov 2011) 

― The big news is we opened our own mine. The mine is called SAAM (Smitham‘s Assinboia Amethyst Mine). We have had 

the backhoe in twice to clear about 35 meters each time. And also blasted two times. Unlike the ‗red‘ amethyst on older 

claims at Blue Points, we found ‗black‘ amethyst and lately some ‗pink‘ material. To expose rock and trace veins rather 

than dig at particular spots, we ‗clered the area‘. Additionally we walked the claim and made note of 7 more possible veins. 

Paul and I learned the use of GPS and UTM (Universal Transverse Mercator) devices to record coordinates on a 1 

square=10 meter graph. This work helps document the claim and brings it ‗up to lease‘.‖  

Good luck Paul and Thelma, I am sure members will visiting your mine in the new year. 
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Don mentioned that I should have tektites as the draw for October but 

I was remiss in following his advice, so in honour of his last minute fill 

in for our meeting I will use tektites for our November draw.  

Tektites are glassy rocks formed by meteorite impacts. The heat and 

pressure produced by a large impact is enough to melt rocks in the 

earth‘s crust and fling them toward space. Upon falling back to earth, 

they cool into glassy rocks that are pitted and rounded from hurling 

through the air. 

THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 
MINERAL OF THE MONTH - TEKTITE 

Vinegar – Not Just For Salads 

One way to remove carbonates such as calcite from quartz and amethyst is to cover the specimen with fresh vinegar 

and allow to stand overnight.  Repeat if necessary.  Wash and then place crystals in washing type ammonia for 8½ 

hours.  Repeat if necessary.  Remove, rinse thoroughly, wipe and air dry. 

*For the gloss finish on tiger-eye, polish once, dry the stone, then put a drop on vinegar on it.  Let stand for a few min-

utes, then give it a second polish. 

*Mother-of-Pearl kit inlay work can be softened by a soaking in white vinegar.  It then can be easily cut. 

*If you have sore hands from hard rock mining, soak your hands in warm vinegar water and the swelling and soreness 

will disappear. 

*Dark household vinegar will dissolve epoxy glue by soaking overnight. 

*Heard around the faceting table: spray vinegar on lap while polishing with water or mix 50/50 water and vinegar in 

your water cup.  This lowers the ph, giving a faster and better shine. 

From Rocket City Rocks & Gems, 6/99, Stone Age News, 9/00, Rockhound Rumblings,11/00, Gems of the Rogue 2/08, 

Gems from the Redwoods 4/10.  

Fluorescent rocks have to be viewed in the dark. To make labels, mix quinine and water to use for ink. It glows a bright 

bluish white under the black light. ( Sources: Rockwood Rockhound 06 via BRECCIA7/03  

When polishing peridot,  apply a drop of lemon juice or vinegar to speed things considerably. The slight acid seems re-

sponsible for the improvement. Rinse laps and splash pans with plain water when finished. (Gem city Rock News 9/06) 

When the lapidary saw needs to have the tub cleaned, filter all of the oil through four or five paper grocery bags. The oil 

will be clean and reusable. The oil never wears out and is very expensive. (Source: The Pinewood Rooter, 7/06 via: Ozark 

E.S. News 

SHOP TIPS 

    Join the Brantford Lapidary and Mineral Society 2012 

Name____________________________      Phone___________________ 

Address______________________________________    Postal Code________ 

Email________________________________________ 

Your interests (circle):  Lapidary, •  Minerals, •  Faceting, •  Fossils, •  Jewellery, •  Micromount 

Send with $15 single ($18/family) to:    Treasurer, Brantford Lapidary & Mineral Society 

           1 Sherwood Drive,  Brantford, ON,     N3T 1N3 
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glass to solidify. A general condition for a sand fulgu-

rite 

formation is the presence of a relatively dry dielectric 

such as quartz sand overlaying a more conducting soil 

layer. The result is a natural glass sculpture whose 

shape mimics the path taken underground by the light-

ning bolt as it dissipates in the earth. The diameter of 

most fulgurites range from a quarter of an inch to 3 

inches. Anything larger is very unusual. However, one 

find near Gainesville, Florida, in 1996 led to many days 

of careful digging and resulted in the unearthing of a 

fulgurite having two mostly vertical branches; one 

about 16 feet and the other about 17 feet long. It was 

recognized by the Guinness Book of Records as the 

world‘s largest excavated fulgurite. Mr. Martin Uman, 

a member of the research team states, 

―If a normal citizen tries to dig one of these out of the 

ground, they would destroy it because fulgurites are so 

fragile. It takes experts who are skilled in working with 

special tools and are used to digging up fossil bones. 

It‘s definitely an art. 

Fulgurite‘s glassy color ranges from pale gray 

to smoky gray, to shiny black, depending upon the type 

of sand from which they are formed. Since fulgurites 

are real glass, weathering has little effect on them. 

They can be well preserved for a long period of time, 

so they can be used as paleo-environmental indicators. 

For example, many fulgurites are found in the Sahara, 

where currently there is little lightning activity, so we 

can assume that very different conditions existed there 

in prehistoric times. It was in this place that a fossil 

fulgurite thought to be 250 million years old has been 

reported. Fulgurites could be described as nature‘s own 

works of art. This amazing art form occurs  all over the 

world and most often on the sandy beaches of Florida 

where after thunderstorms beachcombers hunt for the 

them in the sand. Not to be left out of the picture, Cali-

fornia has its own record fulgurite thanks to the em 

Lone Pine G and Mineral Society. Seems one of their 

club members discovered what later turned out to be 

an enormous five foot long fulgurite. After careful exca-

vation and later analysis, it was determined that this 

fulgurite composition is 80% silica, the colouring agent 

is epidote, weighing in at a recorded 140 pounds. Cer-

tainly a spectacular specimen and a must see! 

References: Crack‘n Cab 07 

Wikipedia, <http:en.wikipedia.org/wiki/fulgurite> 

Mineralogical Research Company. ―Fulgurites— 

Products of Lightning‖ <http://www.minresco.com/ 

fulgurites/fulgurites.htm> 

Hidden Universe. ―Fulgurite‖ <http://blueorgone.com/ 

Fulgurites – The Essence of Lightning 
We know lightning is the electrical charge occurring in 

stormy weather. Most of us have seen it, and it can be very  

intimidating, especially when associated with crackling thun-

der and pounding rain. Aside from the storm at hand, when 

conditions are right, something extraordinary may also oc-

cur as a result of lightning. In the twinkling of an eye, fulgu-

rites can be created by the effect of lightning striking silica 

sand (SiO2), and fusing it into a tube-like shape. 

The name Fulgurite, pronounced ful‘-gu-rite, is from the 

Latin: Fulgur (Lightning). Wikipedia‘s definition is as fol-

lows: 

“Fulgurites are natural hollow carrot shaped glass tubes 

formed in sandy soil by lightning strikes. They are up to a  

couple centimeters in diameter, and can be meters long if 

they are carefully excavated so as not to break the fragile 

structure. The interior is normally very smooth or lined with 

fine bubbles; the exterior is generally coated with rough 

sand particles. They are root like in appearance and often 

show branching or small holes.”  

I think you would agree that these are most definitely a 

product of very strange phenomena. 

About 100 lightning discharges occur every second 

on the Earth, on average. Only about one third of 

them involve ground strikes which have the potential to 

make fulgurites. The earliest discovery of a fulgurite was 

reportedly made in 1706 by Pastor David Hermann in 

Germany. All fulgurites can be divided into two classes: 

sand fulgurites and rock fulgurites. Sand fulgurites are 

usually hollow, glass-like tubes with sand adhering to the 

outside. Rock fulgurites are formed when lightning strikes 

the bare surface of rocks and gives the appearance of a 

thin, glassy substance encrusted on the rock. Glass of this 

type displays a wide range of colors, depending on the 

composition of the host rock. 

The peak temperature of a lightning channel is 

approximately 50,000 degrees F, five times higher than 

the surface temperature of the sun, and considerably 

higher than silica‘s melting point of 2,950 degrees F. 

When lightning strikes sandy soil, the air and moisture 

present in the soil are rapidly heated, and the resulting 

explosion-like expansion forms the central tubular void of 

the fulgurite. Relatively rapid cooling then causes the 

Qualifications for Being a Good Rockhound 

Cheerful – Smile, even if ever muscle and bone in your body 
aches. 

One leg shorter than the other – It helps on the side of hills. 

Adventurous – Daring to take a road, even it looks like it goes 

straight up.  

Determination – A willingness to go again after you swore 
you never would. 

Imagination – Visualizing a beautiful gem cut out of plain 
rock. 
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2011 EXECUTIVE 

PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS PHONE            519-752-9756    EMAIL:  campbell.moons@silomail.com 

VICE PRESIDENT: KAREN WARD   905-525-0779  karenpward@sympatico.ca 

TREASURER: DARREN GAGE   519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

SECRETARY: KIM LEBLANC   519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com  

SHOW CHAIR 2011-12: BOB PARRY  519-448-1236  robert@roberthalloriginals 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: ROGER CAMPBELL 519-442-6542  roger.camp@sympatico.ca 

SOCIAL: SUSAN WAKELEY   519-752-7690  suewake28@rogers.com 

SOCIAL: CARRIE GAGE    519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM: BABS KISIEL-PENNELL  519-751-3247  basis10p@hotmail.com 

FIELD TRIPS: K. LAHAY & FAYE MEADOWS 519-725-4678  fayemeadows@rogers.com 

CCFMS REP.: KAREN WARD    905-525-0779  karenpward@sympatico.ca 

CCFMS REP:  BABS KISIEL-PENNELL  519-751-3247  basis10p@hotmail.com 

LIBRARIAN: RUSS McCRORY   905-389-6525 russelldavid.mccrory@sympatico.ca 

WORKSHOP: BRAD McCLELLAND  519-751-3141 

NASA SEES GIANT CRACK FORM-

ING IN ANTARCTIC GLACIER 

 

The Associated Press  

WASHINGTON - NASA scientists are 

watching a giant crack forming over a vul-

nerable Antarctic glacier and they think it 

will soon break off into an iceberg the size of 

New York City. 

Experts said they noticed the crack on Oct. 

14 while mapping Antarctica's Pine Island 

Glacier with a low-flying plane. The crack is 

about 18 miles (29 kilometres) long and aver-

ages about 260 feet (80 metres) wide. Scien-

tists say it is growing about 6 feet (1.8 me-

tres) wider each day. 

The Pine Island Glacier is called "the weak 

underbelly of Antarctica," and it is thinning. 

But scientists say this type of cracking hap-

pens naturally every decade and is not re-

lated to global warming. They said the new 

iceberg could break away by the end of this 

year or early in 2012. 
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THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

LIFESPAN 
 

 On the first day, God created the dog and said, "Sit all day by the  door of your house and bark at anyone who comes in 

or walks past. For  this, I will give you a life span of twenty years." 

 

 The dog said, "That's a long time to be barking. How about only ten  years and I'll give you back the other ten?" 

 So God saw it was good 

 

 On the second day, God created the monkey and said, "Entertain people, do tricks, and make them laugh. For this, I'll 

give you a twenty-year life span." 

 The monkey said, "Monkey tricks for twenty years? That's a pretty long time to perform. How bout I give you back ten 

like the dog did?" 

 And God, again saw it was good 

 

 On the third day, God created the cow and said, "You must go into the  field with the farmer all day long and suffer 

under the sun, have  calves and give milk to support the farmer's family. For this, I will  give you a life span of sixty 

years." 

 The cow said, "That's kind of a tough life you want me to live for  sixty years. How about twenty and I'll give back the 

other forty?" 

 And God agreed it was good 

 

 On the fourth day, God created humans and said, "Eat, sleep, play,  marry and enjoy your life. For this, I'll give you 

twenty years." 

 But the human said, "Only twenty years? Could you possibly give me my twenty, the forty the cow gave back, the ten 

the monkey gave back, and the ten the dog gave back; that makes eighty, okay?" 

 "Okay," said God "You asked for it." 

 

 So that is why for our first twenty years, we eat, sleep, play and  enjoy ourselves. For the next forty years, we slave in the 

sun to support our family.. For the next ten years, we do monkey tricks to entertain the grandchildren. And for the last 

ten years, we sit on the front porch and bark at everyone.  

> > Life has now been explained to you. 

HEALTH MESSAGE  

 
As I was lying in bed pondering the 

problems of the world, I rapidly real-

ized that I don't really give a rat's ass. 

It's the tortoise life for me! 

1. If walking/cycling is good for your 

health, the postman would be immortal. 

2. A whale swims all day, only eats fish, drinks water, and is fat. 

3. A rabbit runs and hops and only lives 15 years. 

4. A tortoise doesn't run and does nothing, yet it lives for 450 years. 

And you tell me to exercise?? I don't think so. 

I'm retired. Go around me!  

Waterloo University Gem and Mineral: Kathy and I attended the gem show on Oct. 29 and as usual enjoyed this 

small but friendly show. It was great to touch base with Peter Russell who proudly toured us into the mine in EIT build-

ing. I was very impressed with their Silver Star Mine shaft (Cobalt) replica and had to tap the walls as the walls appeared 

to be actual natural rock.  I also noted that their were new mineral acquisitions and donations to marvel at the beauty 

from our mineral earth. 

It was nice to touch base with Brantford club members Stu Collier (Sinocan) and Faye and Kathy (Cambrian Gems) and 

other dealers; The Campbell‘s, Wilf and Dorothy Dipple, Ken Dardano and Therese and Jean-Guy ( Fossiles Plus)  

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/

