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 HERKIMER DIAMONDS—MAY LONG WEEKEND 
 THE TELEPHONE  CITY 

     

 

This year will be the third year our club will have a trip to the Ace of Diamonds mine in Middleville New York.  For those 

who have not yet joined us you are missing out on a very fun and rewarding weekend. 

Herkimer diamond is a generic name for a double-terminated quartz crystal discovered within exposed outcrops of dolo-

stone in and around Herkimer County, New York and the Mohawk River Valley. Because the first discovery sites were in 

the village of Middleville and in the city of Little Falls, respectively, the crystal is also known as a Middleville diamond or a 

Little Falls diamond. 

These quartz crystals, which geologists theorize formed extremely slowly in small solution cavities or vugs, have 18 facets 

(6 sides) and two terminations. There are also larger cavities that are several feet in diameter that are called "pockets". 

They can be found clear, cloudy, smoky or even containing a variety of rare impurities. Impurities (rare and general) can 

include clusters, scepters, enhydro (properly called fluid inclusions), phantom, and bridge crystals. A fluid inclusion con-

tains a water pocket (plus methane or oil, and rarely a crystal) within the crystal, a phantom is a crystal which contains an 

image of itself within, a skeletal crystal contains a series of crystal edge outlines inside the crystal and a hopper crystal has 

its faces replaced by a step like pattern. 

We encourage all members to come on this extremely interesting and rewarding field trip and find a  Herkimer diamond , or  

maybe even many, to add to your mineral collections. 

Herkimer trip is on the May 24th ( May 19, 20,21st ) weekend. Bill and Anne (Herkimer Diamonds) have reserved a block 

of rooms at the Herkimer Motel (www.hekimermotel.com Ph.: 877 656 6835)  If staying at the motel please mention Bills 

name for the group rate.  Many members will be arriving on Friday May 18th and staying the weekend.  A KOA 

campground is located across the road from the Ace of Diamonds Mine and some camping spots are available at the mine 

itself.  Bill and Anne will be hosting a BBQ on Saturday evening.  Please contact fayemeadows@rogers.com if attending..   

Members at Ace of Diamonds Mine 

May long weekend 2010 

Bill and Anne—Our hosts 

BBQ May long weekend 2010 

Ted and Anita– Mine owners 

BBQ May long weekend 2010 

Theresa LeBlanc with large Herkimer 

From Bills claim. 

Carrie, Susan and Kathy relaxing after 

a hard day of searching for  Herkimer's 

The prize—Loose crystals and crystals 

in matrix. 
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THE TELEPHONE CITY CRYSTAL 

Arkona Field Trip  - April 28 2012 

While only a small contingent of  club members made the trip to Arkona it was a fun filled, rewarding and educational day.  

Many Brachiopod specimen’s and some very nice  coral specimen’s were gathered at the Rock Glen Conservation area.  After a morning 

of collecting and a much needed lunch the group decided to investigate the museum on site which had a vary large display of the many 

different fossils that can be found on site and a very impressive display of Indian arrow heads, axe heads and other Indian artifacts.  The 

displays at the museum were very impressive and included many very large specimens of Brachiopods, Trilobites and Corals.  Any mem-

ber visiting the museum would be very impressed. 

After the museum our small contingent continued on to the south pit at Hungry Hollow.  Roger Campbell collect several very impressive 

specimen/s of coral and Kim LeBlanc also added a nice trilobite specimen to her collection.   

All in all a very fun and rewarding day.  

Large collection of arrow heads and 

axe heads at the Rock Glen Museum 

Falls at Rock Glen 

Conservation Area Ariel view of Hungry Hollow Pits 

Ohio man's fossil find stumps experts 

The 68-kilogram fossil recovered last year in Kentucky is more than two meters long. To the untrained eye, it looks like a bunch of rocks or a 
concrete blob. Experts are trying to determine whether it was an animal, mineral or a form of plant life from a time when the Cincinnati re-

gion was underwater. 

Scientists at a Geological Society of America meeting viewed it Tuesday at the Dayton Convention Center in Ohio. 

"We are looking for people who might have an idea of what it is," said Ben Dattilo, an assistant professor of geology at Indiana University-

Purdue University Fort Wayne. 

Scientists say the fossil is 450 million years old. University of Cincinnati geologist Carl Brett said it's the largest fossi l ever extracted from 

that era in the Cincinnati region. 

Dayton, Ohio -  Experts trying to figure out what a fossil dubbed “Godzillus”  use to be. 

"This is the ultimate cold case," said Ron Fine, the Dayton, Ohio, amateur paleontologist who spotted the fossil on a hillside last year and gave it 

its name. 

"Like Godzilla, it's a primordial beast that found its way to the modern era," Fine said. Now 43, he's been collecting fossils since age 4, and said he 

saw part of this one on a hillside off Kentucky 17 nearly a year ago. 

"Most fossils around here are small, the size of your thumbnail or your thumb," he said. "This thing's huge." 

He said it could be an early form of seaweed or kelp. 

"This one has us stumped," said David Meyer, another UC geology professor. Fine shared his find last September at a meeting of the Dry Dredg-

ers, a group of amateur geologists. 

Meyer, who wrote a book called "A Sea Without Fish" about the era, said the fossil has intricate patterns that remind him of "goose flesh. Some of 

its surface also looks like scales. But this thing is not boney. It is not a fish." 

He guesses it could have been something like a sponge. 
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

 

Emeralds –Mays Birthstone 

Emerald is the green variety of the mineral beryl, Emerald is both the May birthstone and the zodiac stone for the constellation of Cancer. 

Emerald gemstones are associated with patience, understanding, and foresight. 

 The wonderful green color of emerald is unparalleled in the gem kingdom.  Emerald's precious green color is caused by small amounts of 

chromium and enhanced by traces of iron. Unlike other beryl's, emeralds usually contain inclusions and other flaws. These flaws are not 

looked on as negative aspects for emerald like they would be for other gemstones. Indeed, these flaws are considered part of the character of 

the stone and are used to assure the purchaser of a natural stone.  

 Even artificial emeralds often contain flaws, however, as the process of growing artificial emeralds mimics the way nature does it (slow crys-

tal growth from a molten mix). 

Nearly all emeralds, even many "natural" stones, have been treated to improve clarity, generally by immersing them in oil. For gemstones, a 

green colored oil is sometimes used, "improving" the color as well. Unfortunately, this oil may evaporate over the years, making flaws appear 

Where do Emeralds come from 

 Columbia is one place where the green ones are found---some of the most beautiful emeralds in the world. But, the earliest emerald mines 

were found in Egypt, and date back to 2000 B.C. The most famous were known as The Mines of Cleopatra's Cleopatra, Queen of Egypt had 

a large cadre of emeralds and other jewels, but it is said that she loved her emeralds the best. Emerald mines are worked in terraces until the 

site is depleted. Cleopatra's mines started to run out in 1750 when they were abandoned. A few new lodes were found later, and mining was 

revived briefly. Finally, the mines were shut down permanently in the 1920's. Deposits can be found in Siberia, Afghanistan, other parts of 

Africa, Pakistan, Brazil, and Madagascar along with secondary sites around the world. Most of these mines produce emeralds that are a 

result volcanic activity which contain chromium bearing metamorphic, crystalline schist's. These specimens are known as "metamorphic 

emerald deposits".  

 When the Spanish Conquistadors arrived in South America, and Meso-America they were certainly looking for the riches that abounded in 

these regions. They are synonymous with the great rush for gold. However, they also wanted other gemstones including emeralds. The Incas 

in South America were subjected to torture by the Spaniards to learn the locations of the emerald mines, but the natives would not reveal the 

locations. Emeralds were very sacred to them, and they believed the stones had magical qualities. The Spaniards finally stumbled on the 

emerald mines by accident, and started commercial mining operations in Colombia and elsewhere on the continent.  

Cincinnati was covered by a sea, 100 to 200 feet (30 to 60 meters) deep," Meyer said. "Primitive shellfish lived in it. But no fish." 

This April 20, 2012, 

photo, shows a fossil at 
Caster Library on the 
campus in Cincinnati. 

Experts in the U.S. are 
trying to figure out what 
the 450 million-year-old 

fossil dubbed "Godzillus" 
used to be. The 150-
pound fossil recovered 

last year in Kentucky by 
amateur paleontologist 
Ron Fine is more than 6 

feet long. (AP Photo/The 
Cincinnati Enquirer, 

Gary Landers) 

Artist rendition of 

“Godzillus” 
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THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

Emerald Mystical Properties & Lore  

 Though not meant to replace traditional medical treatment, Emerald is used for physical and emotional healing. It is said to strengthen not only the 

physical body but also sooth the emotions. Energy healers often associate emerald with the heart chakra. Some traditions say that emerald will help 

one become more flexible and understanding making it a helpful addition to wedding rings.  

  The Moguls of India, including Shah Jahan, the builder of the Taj Mahal, loved emeralds so much they inscribed them with sacred text and wore 

them as talismans. Some of these sacred stones, called Mogul emeralds, can still be seen in museums and collections today. For example, one talis-

manic emerald is deep green and weighs 78 carats. Around the edge in Persian runs the inscription: 

According to legend, Emeralds strengthen the owner's memory, quicken the intelligence and assist in predicting the future.  

Emeralds have been believed to symbolize fidelity and goodness. 

Emerald Value’s 

Emeralds are one of the most rare and valuable of all gemstones. While commercial grade emeralds are quite plentiful, fine and extra fine quality 

emeralds are very, very, rare. For purposes of illustration the following table indicates the range of retail prices that could be typical for a 1 carat 

emerald ( prices are for comparison only, exact prices vary according to market demand). 

Quality Grade Low to High Retail Price Range for 1.0 Carat Emerald  

Commercial $30.00 to $525.00  

Good $525.00 to $1,125.00  

Fine $1,125.00 to $2,900.00  

Extra Fine $2,900.00 to 9,800.00  

Similar to other gemstones, larger emeralds are much more rare than smaller sizes. Accordingly, larger emeralds command much higher prices. For 

instance, while a one carat (1.0 ct.) good quality emerald may sell for somewhere between $525 and $1,125, a five carat (5.0 ct.) emerald of similar 

quality could sell for between $7,500 and $15,000 ( prices are for comparison only, exact prices vary according to market demand). 

Quality Grade Low to High Retail Price Range for 5.0 Carat Emerald  

Commercial $300 to $7,500  

Good $7,500 to $15,000  

Fine $15,000 to $32,500  

Extra Fine $32,500 to $95,500  

The Chivor Mine was discovered by Pedro Fernandez Valenzuela. Emerald mining in Columbia has very violent and cruel history. The 

conditions became so brutal that the mine was closed down in 1675 by royal decree. Mining operations were sporadic with the mines 

being opened and closed for various reasons which included barbaric cruelty toward the workers, lack of good equipment and blatant 

corruption. While the Muzo Mine experienced fewer lapses in production the Chivor Mine was shut down on a more regular basis, and 

did not return to full production until 1911. In the 1940's the government tried nationalizing the mines, and it led to an epidemic of cor-

ruption. In the 1970's the government shut down the mines again, and implemented a program where short-term leases were granted to 

private companies. Today, mining operations continue but there is a widespread emerald smuggling activity that occurs in Columbia 
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

How to Corner: Beach Glass 

· Tumbled beach glass is gathered from beaches around the world by collectors, while artificial tumbled glass is created in rock 

tumblers. Tumbled beach glass is most often found in colors of white, green or brown; colors such as red, yellow and orange are very rare. 

Tumbled beach glass lends itself best to jewelry or a center-piece, where favorite pieces can be displayed in a special setting. Man-made 

tumbled glass is available in any color is better used in mosaics or garden walkways where a large amount may be required. 

Jewelry 

· One of the best ways to use tumbled beach glass in jewelry is by wrapping it with decorative wire. Trying to drill holes in glass 

is not always successful, and the resulting broken glass piece would no longer be useful for the project. Colorful beads can be used to ac-

cent or contrast the tumbled beach glass, providing cheerful necklaces, bracelets, pins or earrings. Wrap the glass in decorative wire and 

attach it to the fringes of a scarf for an interesting accent piece. 

 

Mosaics 

· Tumbled beach glass can be used to decorate any item with an appropriate surface for a mosaic. Mosaics can be applied to ta-

bles, flower pots, candle holders, light plates, coasters, serving trays and much more. Making your own tumbled beach glass is a good way 

to use up scraps from a stained glass project that can then be used in a mosaic. The frosted surface of tumbled beach glass lends itself bet-

ter to mosaic projects where the pieces are inserted directly into the grout, as the grout can be tricky to clean off a rough surface. 

Decoration 

· Tumbled beach glass set in a pretty dish around a special collection of seashells makes an interesting center-piece on a coffee 

table. It can be used in the bottom of a glass with a tall candle set inside to make a candle holder, or to fill a glass vase with color. Attach 

pieces to fabric using glue and sew those to curtains for a sea glass drapery accent. Place pieces of tumbled beach glass in small, decora-

tive glass bowls with a tea candle to decorate a bathroom and provide soft light for a relaxing bath. 

Project: Beach Glass Pendant 

Approximate Time:  1/2 hour  

Supplies: Needle nose pliers , wire cutters , 22 gauge steel wire , Beach glass, chain, safety glasses  

Instructions:  Choose a piece and decide which will be the front. Also, decide which is top or bottom.  

Wear safety glasses and cut a random piece of wire, about 8 inches long. It's all guess work in the beginning.  

 Eyeballed it and take the center portion and make the bail, looping the wire around the needle nose pliers.  

Be sure to wrap as tight and close to the glass as possible. Remember, besides the wire being the design it also is your way of 

holding the glass in place. Wrap top, bottom or sides so it does not come out of the "cage" of wire.  

Be sure to end in the back. Cut if any extra wire and bend the end so no sharp edges are sticking out.  

You can do swirls of wire, sharp bends and zig zags. Be creative. Experiment.  

Hang from a chain.  
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

2012 EXECUTIVE 

PRESIDENT: ERNIE EDMONDS PHONE            519-583-9457   EMAIL:   

VICE PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS   519-752-9756  Campbell.moons@silomail.com 

TREASURER: DARREN GAGE   519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

SECRETARY: KIM LEBLANC   519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com  

SHOW CHAIR 2011-12: BOB PARRY  519-448-1236  robert@roberthalloriginals.com 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: MARCEL LEBLANC 519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com 

SOCIAL: SUSAN WAKELEY   519-752-7690  suewake28@rogers.com 

SOCIAL: CARRIE GAGE    519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM: BABS KISIEL-PENNELL  519-751-3247  BASIA10P@hotmail.com 

FIELD TRIPS: K. LAHAY & FAYE MEADOWS 519-725-4678  fayemeadows@rogers.com 

CCFMS REP.: RENE PERRIN   519-267-5415  aperrin@rogers.com 

LIBRARIAN: RUSS McCRORY   905-389-6525 russelldavid.mccrory@sympatico.ca 

WORKSHOP: BRAD McCLELLAND  519-751-3141 

May 12 Saturday -  Beamsville Quarry Field Trip -  Safety Vest (fluorescent), Long 

Pant, Safety Boots Safety Glasses and Hard Hat are required for admittance to the Quar-

ry.  Also this Quarry is a working quarry and admittance is restricted to persons 

16 years of age and over. Plan to arrive opposite the gate of the quarry at about 

8:30 am for sign in and vehicle tag in. We will enter the quarry about 9:00 am 

after our safety talk. 

COMING EVENTS 2012 

May 4-6 Robert Hall Originals—Annual Spring Open House and Demonstration Weekend.                                                                             

 10:00 am to 5:00 pm each day.  Rocks, minerals, gems, beads, lapidary demonstrations and more.   A free weekend of fun   

               Demo pewter tour 1:00 pm each day 

 Wire art—free demo 

 Explore outdoor Rock Piles 

                Free coffee and treats 

 138 Sugar Maple Road St. George, Ontario   Ph.: 519-488-1236, 1-800-360-2813 

May 5th “Saturday” - The Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral Show 

Location: Waterloo Community Arts Centre (aka the “button factory”  25 Regina St. Wa-

terloo, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Rocks, Minerals, Gemstones, Jewellery, Fossils, Meteorites and more.  Free admission, 

Free rocks for kids. 

Contact: mailto:kwgemandmineralclub@hotmail.com,  Website: www.calaverite.com/

kwgmc 

Map to Beamsville Quarry—Meet at 8:30 

am May 12th 
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Mailing address: 1 Sherwood Drive, Brantford, Ont. N3T 1N3     Website: www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca 

THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

CLUB 

NEWS 

May Meeting Program- Rene Perrin will be speaking on “ The Minerals used in Electronics with New Developments” 

Field Trips -  CCFMS quarry trip to Beamsville May 12th—see coming events on page 7 for details. 

      -  Herkimer trip is on the May 24th ( May 19, 20,21st ) weekend. Bill and Anne (Herkimer Diamonds) have reserved a block of rooms        

        at the Herkimer Motel (www.hekimermotel.com Ph.: 877 656 6835)  If staying at the motel please mention Bills name for the group 

        rate.  Many members will be arriving on Friday May 18th and staying the weekend.  A KOA campground is located across     the road 

        from the Ace of Diamonds Mine and some camping spots are available at the mine itself.  Bill and Anne will be hosting a BBQ on  

        Saturday evening.  Please contact fayemeadows@rogers.com if attending.. 

      -  A tour of the Peter Russell’s Rock Garden at the University of Waterloo is in the planning stage and will take place May or June. 

       - A trip to the ROM is still in the planning stage, more details to follow soon 

Work Shops-  Contract from the city is being reviewed and the membership will be informed of the progress at Mays general meeting. 

I’m a Little Rockhound 

(Tune: I’m a Little Teapot) 

I’m a little rockhound, 

Digging in the ground, 

I tell my friends, 

What I have found. 

When I go exploring, 

Hear me shout, 

Look at this rock, 

I just dug out. 

By Jennifer Felty 

News Letter -  Any member who does not wish to receive the newsletter via snail mail please let     

          the editor Marcel LeBlanc know and it can be sent via email instead.  Or if a member 

          prefers it can be viewed and downloaded from website. 

Gem and Mineral Show:  Just a clarification for future shows.  Dealers who are members will       

be permitted to put items into the silent auction only if they are not the same or similar items that 

are being sold at their booths during the show. 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/

