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MAY MEETING - MAY 13, 2011  

 THE TELEPHONE  CITY 

Time: 7:30 pm   

Location: Woodman Drive Community Centre   

491 Grey St. Brantford, Ont. 

1. Welcome to all our new members ( 14) who joined our club at the 2011 show and our April meeting.  

2. Our June meeting will be our annual potluck dinner at Robert Hall Originals in St. George. 

3. Our Thursday afternoon lapidary workshop class (1-3pm) is again in session at the Woodman Centre 

along with the usual Wednesday evening class (7-9pm). The cost is $8.00 per class and slabs for cutting and 

polishing  can be obtained at the workshop. 

4. We had an incredible number (48) of new and regular members attend our April meeting to enjoy the program on 

wax carving for jewellery presented by Stephen Savory. Gary and I had to find additional chairs to accommodate our 

growing numbers.  Winners of the monthly draw were Vita Lucas, Cathy Chadwick and Tom Eccleston.     Photo below 

left - Don Oliver‘s citrine display; right - hands of an artist (Stephen carving a ring shank in wax) 

KAREN FOX : "STONES FROM RECYCLED JEWELLERY: TRASH OR  TREASURE 

Karen Fox from the Canadian Gemmological Asso-

ciation will ―lead us on an intriguing detective expe-

dition to identify re-claimed jewellery. With today‘s 

high gold prices, the settings are often more valuable 

than the gems themselves. Whether authentic speci-

mens or just costume jewellery, the ‗gem‘ is often 

crudely stripped out of its setting and discarded in 

order to retrieve the gold content.‖ (quote from Kitchener 

Club newsletter) 

Front page: top photo - Brantford and Kitchener club members joined together for a day of fossil collecting at Hungry Hollow 

near Arkona (Mike, Cheryl, Michel, Jessica, Margaret & Chris) Bottom - Club members enjoy Stephen Savory‘s presentation 
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May 6-8 Robert Hall Originals Spring Open House & Demonstration Weekend (10-5 each day) Mineral Madness 

Once a year mineral debut! New acquisitions! Thousands of specimens! Mineral identification available! 

Free demos, new displays and tour 138 Sugar Maple Road, St. George, Ont. 519-448-1236 

May 7 K-W Gem & Mineral Show  Sat. 10-4  Waterloo Community Arts Centre, 25 Regina Street South in Up-

town Waterloo  Admission: Free  Rocks, minerals, fossils, meteorites. Hands on activities and free samples 

for children. Gem dig. Uncover a fossilized fish. Local dealers. Displays  

May 6-8 Canadian Micro Mineral Association 48th Annual Symposium, Brock University, St. Catharines, Ontario           

Speakers: TBA   Contact: Bill Lechner at 416-438-8908 or bill.lechner@rogers.com         

*Registration form available by request to the above.*    Website: http://www.canadianmicrominerals.ca  

June 18 Niagara Peninsula Annual Gem & Mineral Show and Sale  Sat. 10-5 in conjunction with Berries & Blos-

soms-Lincoln Family Festival  New Location: Beamsville High School, 4317 Central Ave. Beamsville. Fea-

tures: Rocks, minerals, fossils,; kid‘s exhibits; lapidary demonstration; Mega door prize; gem & mineral 

identification and inspection Admission: Donation at the door. Free parking   Directions: QEW to Beams-

ville Ontario St. exit; travel south. One block after John St. turn left on May St., high school is straight 

ahead 

July 15-17 29th Annual Sudbury Gem and Mineral Show ―Northern Ontario‘s Largest Gem, Mineral, Fossil, Bead 

and Rock Craft Show and Sale‖    Fri. 5-9 PM Sat. 10AM - 6PM, Sun. 10AM - 5PM Carmichael Arena, 

1298 Bancroft Drive across from Minnow Lake; 1 km south of the Kingsway (Hwy. 17 east) 

 Admission: Adults $4, Seniors $2, kids 6-12 $1, kids under 5 free with adult. Features: Dealers; displays; 

demonstrations; door prizes; silent auctions; kid‘s activities; mineral identification; video theatre; field-

trip Sun. at noon; BBQ; free handouts and literature; outside dealers/swap area Sat. 11am - 4 pm; pros-

pectors and metal displays; free parking 

July 25 15th Annual Bancroft Gem and Mineral Show; Sun 10am-4pm; Bancroft Legion Hall, Station St.; Adults 

$2.00, Children under 12 free Contact alrocks16@yahoo.com 

Jul29-Aug1  47th Annual Rockhound Gemboree and 8th Annual Stonecarver‘s Show; Thurs 10-7; Fri. 10-7; Sat. 10-7; 

Sun 10-5; Bancroft Arena and Curling Rink Bancroft, Ont.; Adults $7.00; Seniors and children 6-12 $5.00 

Children under 5 free; Family and multi-day passes available                               

Contact 877-410-1513 or www.bancroftdistrict.com/gemboree.php 

COMING EVENTS 2011 

FIELD TRIPS 2011 

The following are tentative or scheduled trips.  Further details will follow as the dates unfold 

Saturday May 14 - Lincoln Quarry, Beamsville - CCFMS sponsored trip.  Contact Jim Glen 

jrglen@sympatico.ca  to be included on a contact list.  

Sunday May 15 - LaFarge Quarry, Dundas - CCFMS sponsored trip.  Contact Jim Glen as above.   

Numbers are limited. Assignment of spaces to clubs to be determined as yet. 

May 20-23 - Ace of Diamonds Mine, Herkimer N.Y.  Note:  email Faye at fayemeadows@rogers.com  to con-

firm attendance.   

The London Club has details on their web site.    

Dates to be determined - Marmoraton Quarry, Marmora;  Peter Russell Rock Garden, University of Waterloo, Wa-

terloo;  Guelph Quarry, Guelph;  Bancroft area & mines 

                                  Faye & Kathy - field trip leaders - Brantford & KW Clubs                             

mailto:jrglen@sympatico.ca
mailto:fayemeadows@rogers.com
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A COLLECTION OF LAPIDARY HINTS & 

TIPS 
DOP POTS - DOP WAX: Don‘t leave your dop pot on con-

tinuously because the SHELLAC in the dop wax will dissi-

pate and your stones will fly off the dop stick. Turn it off 

when not in use. 

 

JASPER: A good test for Jasper is to wet it. If it absorbs 

water and dries rapidly, throw it away (or at least into your 

box of tumbling material). It will not take a high polish. If it 

stays wet and does not dry right away, it contains a high 

amount of chalcedony (quartz) and will take a good 

polish. 

 

POLISH: Try adding a few drops of liquid detergent to the 

water you use for mixing cerium, tin oxide or chrome 

oxide. It makes the polishing much easier and faster as 

the detergent holds the polishing compound to the 

wheel/buff longer. 

 

CANDLE YOUR AGATES: Candle your agates as you 

would eggs. Cut a small hole in the bottom of a two 

pound coffee can. Turn it up-side- down and place a light 

inside. Place your agate over the hole and rotate it, this 

way and that. It is surprising how the light coming through 

the hole will show color, pattern, dendrites and fractures. 

Makes it much easier to see which way to cut the agate 

to get the best picture or pattern.  

 

POLISHING SPEEDS: No doubt you have heard that it is 

better to polish certain stones at a slower speed. If you 

don‘t have a speed control on your polisher, just work the 

center of your polishing disc. What you are concerned 

about is the surface speed. Remember that your disc 

surface in one complete revolution at TWO inches from 

the center will travel 6.26 inches, and at EIGHT inches 

from the center it will travel 25.12 inches. So you should 

use the area near the center for slower polishing speeds 

and the outer surface for faster polishing speeds. 

 

SILVERSMITHING POLISHING: Silver findings and 

castings may be polished by filling a tumbler barrel one 

third full of shredded newspaper. Place the findings in 

the tumbler and tumble for a few hours. Do not use any 

polishing compound. Tumble dry. 

 

RUBBER BANDS: Rubber should not come in contact 

with silver. NEVER put a rubber band around silver or 

you will get a permanent stain. 

 

FROSTED FINISH: Articles can be given this finish by 

roasting the object in an oven for 20 minutes at 300 

degrees F. This changes the surface copper in the 

sterling silver to copper oxide, which may then be 

dissolved in sulphuric acid, leaving pure matted silver. 

 

BUFFS: The success of the final polish on silver depends 

on the number of buffing wheel threads, not the amount 

of rouge used. A cheaper buff will not give the same 

results as a quality one. Mark your buffs and keep them 

in separate plastic bags when not in use. Muslin buff for 

Tripoli, Flannel buff for Rouge. Don‘t try to size a ring 

without first removing the stone. 

 

SAW BLADES: Draw your jeweller's saw 

blade through an old candle. It coats the 

blade and you can saw faster. 

 

FILES: Wipe a piece of chalk over your jeweller's 

files. It keeps metal slivers from clogging the file and 

you can blow them out. 

From Calgary Lapidary Journal 12/03 via Blue 

Agate News 2/07 

TYPES OF TURQUOISE 
by A. Michael Bankston, G.G. 

Less than 25% of turquoise is usable or desir-

able in its natural, untreated form. 

Most untreated turquoise is a fragile, porous 

stone with a tendency to undergo changes in 

color when exposed to light, perspiration, oils, and deter-

gents. While turquoise is hard enough to be considered a 

gemstone, it is still comparatively soft. The following are 

various treatments done to turquoise to keep it from fad-

ing or crumbling. 

Keep in mind, natural turquoise is usually the most 

valuable but is a very small percentage of the turquoise 

jewellery market. Each mine‘s production of natural top 

quality turquoise is around 10% of the mines 

production…and that is in the early stages of mining. 

If top quality turquoise goes for $200 a pound, lesser 

quality might sell at $10 a pound. Quite a difference! 

Some estimate that some type of treatment is used on 

90% of turquoise in jewellery today. Not all treatment are 

bad…nor are they equal. In most cases it improves the 

quality and colour and protects the stone. It all depends 

on the treatment. Practically all turquoise stones, natural 

and treated, are waxed to protect the stone. 

Natural: Material which has not been altered in any way 

from how it is found in nature. 

Enhanced: A hard turquoise which is treated with 

varying electrical currents that harden the stone, and 

enhance the colour of the turquoise. No dyes, resins, 

waxes, or oils are used. Enhanced turquoise will not 

change color over time. 

Stabilized: Impregnated with acrylic or epoxy to harden 

the stone and enhance the color. Stabilized turquoise will 

not change colour over time. 

Compressed: A treatment that uses pressure to harden 

the stone. 

Fracture-Sealed: The stone is treated with a fracture 

sealer which hardens the stones matrix. 

Synthetic: Stones produced in the laboratory, which 

exactly reproduces the chemical composition and physi-

cal characteristics of the natural stone. 

Plastic: Sad but true 

From MLMS Ghost Sheet, 1/11 
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MINERAL OF THE MONTH - SULPHUR (FROM WIKIPEDIA) 

Sulfur or sulphur  is the chemical element with atomic number 16, represented by 

the symbol S. It is an abundant, multivalent non-metal. At normal conditions, sulfur 

atoms form cyclic octatomic molecules with chemical formula S8. Elemental sulfur is 

a bright yellow crystalline solid. Chemically, sulfur can react as either an oxidant or 

reducing agent. It oxidizes most metals and several nonmetals, including carbon, 

which leads to its negatives charge in most organosulfur compounds, but it reduces 

several strong oxidants, such as oxygen and fluorine. 

In nature, sulfur can be found as the pure element and as sulfide and sulfate miner-

als. Elemental sulfur crystals are commonly sought after by mineral collectors for 

their brightly colored polyhedron shapes. Being abundant in native form, sulfur was 

known in ancient times, mentioned for its uses in ancient Greece, China and Egypt. 

Sulfur fumes were used as fumigants, and sulfur-containing medicinal mixtures 

were used as balms and antiparasitics. Sulfur is referenced in the Bible as brim-

stone, with this name still used in several nonscientific terms. Sulfur was considered 

important enough to receive its own alchemical symbol. It was needed to make black gunpowder, and the bright yellow pow-

der was hypothesized by alchemists to contain some of the properties of gold, which they sought to synthesize from it. In 1777, 

Antoine Lavoisier helped convince the scientific community that sulfur was a basic element, rather than a compound. 

Elemental sulfur was once extracted from salt domes where it sometimes occurs in nearly pure form, but this method has 

been obsolete since the late 20th century. Today, almost all elemental sulfur is produced as a byproduct of removing sulfur-

containing contaminants from natural gas and petroleum. The element's commercial uses are primarily in fertilizers, because 

of the relatively high requirement of plants for it, and in the manufacture of sulfuric acid, a primary industrial chemical. 

Other well-known uses for the element are in matches, insecticides and fungicides. Many sulfur compounds are odiferous, 

and the smell of odorized natural gas, skunk scent, grapefruit, and garlic is due to sulfur compounds. Hydrogen sulfide pro-

duced by living organisms imparts the characteristic odor to rotting eggs and other biological processes. 

On Earth, elemental sulfur can be found near hot springs and volcanic regions in many parts of the world, especially 

along the Pacific Ring of Fire. Such volcanic deposits are currently mined in Indonesia, Chile, and Japan. Sicily is also 

famous for its sulfur mines. Sulfur deposits are polycrystalline, and the largest documented single crystal measured 

22×16×11 cm. 

Significant deposits of elemental sulfur also exist in salt domes along the coast of the Gulf of Mexico, and in evaporates 

in eastern Europe and western Asia. The sulfur in these deposits is believed to come from the action of anaerobic bacte-

ria on sulfate minerals, especially gypsum, a process which is still seen today. However, native sulfur may be produced 

by geological processes alone, without the aid of living organisms. Fossil-based sulfur deposits from salt domes have, 

until recently, been the basis for commercial production in the United States, Poland, Russia, Turkmenistan, and 

Ukraine. 

Carborundum®, Moissanite, 

Silicon Carbide by Zeb William Rike III 

from The Pineywoods Rooter 11/2009 via Backbender‘s-

Gazette, 3/2010 

Whatever you call it, silicon carbide was an amazing dis-

covery, and it has revolutionized the world. It was the first 

man-made abrasive and has made possible our present way 

of life and the lapidary hobby. 

―The Man Who Didn‘t Know When He Had Failed‖ (1) 

Our story begins with Dr. Edward Goodrich Acheson who 

in 1891, in a tiny shop and laboratory in Monongahela 

City, PA, filled a small iron bowl with a mixture of clay and 

coke, stuck a carbon arc electrode in the middle, and 

wrapped one wire around the bowl and the other around 

the electrode. These were connected to uninsulated wires 

that went through holes in the floor to a generator in the 

basement. He then closed the switch and waited a few 

hours, then turned off the current and examined his re-

sults. 

When the material had cooled, he was painfully disap-

pointed as he had only a dull gray mass of fused material. 

He removed the carbon electrode and examined it, and 

his trained eye detected a few tiny sparkling crystals, 

which he scraped off into the palm of his hand, sensing 

their extreme hardness and sharpness. He collected them 

on the end of a lead pencil and drew them across a piece 

of broken window glass and found they scratched it as 

easily as would a diamond. 

He repeated his experiment and produced enough to try 

as an abrasive. He sprinkled a few crystals into grease on 

an iron plate in a lathe and ground a facet on the dia-

mond in his ring. Chemical analysis showed the material 

was silicon carbide, SiC, a hitherto unknown compound. 

He scaled up the furnace and soon was making ounces 
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per day, and he demonstrated it to gem cutters in New York 

who saw it as a substitute for diamond dust. They ordered 

several ounces of the new abrasive at $0.40 per carat ($880 

per pound), whereas diamond dust sold for $0.70 per carat. 

He trade-named the material  Carborundum® (from his 

mistaken initial belief that it was a compound of carbon and 

corundum), formed a company with stockholders, and 

enlarged his capacity until he was making 45 tons per year. 

Initial large-scale uses were as grinding compound for grind-

ing-in or seating of steam valves, and as tiny grinding wheels 

used by dentists on teeth. They had a 

vision of really large uses, so moved 

to Niagara Falls, NY (for cheap elec-

trical power) and set up to produce it 

in furnaces 50 feet long, where a 

mixture of coke (carbon), sand, salt 

(as a flux), and sawdust (to burn out 

to leave porosity) was heated to 

4000°F by passage of an electric cur-

rent. Carbon and silicon (from the 

sand) react to give silicon carbide 

vapour which crystallizes in cooler 

parts of the furnace. SiO2+ 3 C SiC + 2CO 

Thus the abrasive became cheap enough to produce grinding 

wheels (bonded with clay and fired) for grinding and finish-

ing of castings and precision grinding and shaping of metals 

too hard to be shaped in a lathe; up till this time, grinding 

wheels made from emery were used only for tool sharpening. 

Other Uses of Silicon Carbide (1, 2, 3) 

Silicon carbide (along with fused aluminum oxide) is used 

for not only grinding wheels but as loose abrasives to finish 

and polish monument stones, as ―sandpaper‖ and ―sand 

cloth‖ for the finishing and polishing of wood and metal ob-

jects of all kinds—from car bodies to pen points. 

Porous vitrified silicon carbide is used as a filter medium in 

water purification, in filtration of hot gases, and many like 

areas. 

Silicon carbide is chemically inert and very heat resistant 

while at the same time being an excellent heat conductor. So 

it can be used as furnace walls to separate the flame from the 

material to be heated. It will not melt at any temperature or 

pressure but sublimes directly to a vapour. It can conduct 

electric current and is used in the form of heating elements 

for glass melting furnaces, etc. It also can be used as a semi-

conductor to make high power, high temperature electronic 

devices. Early in the 20th century, it was used to make recti-

fiers for some of the first radio sets and was made into 

light-emitting diodes. 

Mechanical Uses 

Silicon carbide is used in high temperature bearings, 

disc brakes in high-performance cars (some of the Fer-

rari, Porsche, Audi, Bugatti, Bentley, and Lamborghini 

models), as diesel particulate filters and in composite 

(Chobham armor) and as ceramic plates in bullet-proof 

vests (―Dragon Skin‖). 

Optical Uses 

Silicon carbide is very strong, dimension-

ally stable with heat and a good heat con-

ductor and has been used inparabolic re-

flecting mirrors in a number of space tele-

scopes. These are made by chemical vapour 

deposition and ground and polished to the 

right curvature. The Hershel space tele-

scope, launched in 2007, has a primary mir-

ror 3.5 meters (11.5 feet) in diameter and 

was ground to a thickness of 2.5 mm (ca. 

1/10 inch) and polished to within 

3/100,000th of a millimeter of the calculated shape. 

Uses as a Gem 

Silicon carbide is rare on earth, being found in traces 

only in some kimberlite and corundum deposits and in 

some meteorites, but it is common in space, being a ma-

jor constituent of ―star dust.‖ It was named Moissanite 

after the discoverer Dr. Ferdinand Henri Moissan. 

Colourless SiC is called ―Synthetic Moissanite‖ or sim-

ply ―Moissanite‖ and is faceted as a gem. It is not quite 

as hard as diamond (9-9.5 vs. 10 for diamond) but has a 

higher refractive index (2.65–2.69 vs. 2.42), hence more 

brilliance and more fire than a diamond. It is also more 

heat resistant than a diamond, so it can be ―set‖ in the 

wax preform used in ―lost wax‖ casting, and molten 

gold can be poured around it without damage. It must 

be cut at the proper angle from the crystal to minimize 

birefringent effects. 

Footnotes 

1. The Romance of ―Carborundum‖©, The Carborun-

dum© Company, Niagara Falls, New York, NY, 1945 

2. http://en.wikiped ia.orq/wiki/Silicon carbide 

http://www.esa.int/esaSC/ SEMC7W1PGQD index 

0.html 

ARKONA FIELDTRIP 2011:  Fieldtrip leader Faye Meadows coordinated 

a fieldtrip for Brantford and Kitchener club to Rock Glen and Hungry Hollow 

on Sat. April 30. The rain the week before seemed to slow our attendance but 

new members from both clubs enjoyed a beautiful sunny day on the fossil 

slopes of the Ausable River. The Widder beds claimed a few rubber boots from 

our new members but I noted that they had been officially christened and are 

now lifetime Hungry Hollow members. I think the members enjoyed their day 

and there a few less coral specimens after a days collecting. Note: Karen Ward 

with much determination came home with a trilobite xls.  
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2011 EXECUTIVE 

PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS PHONE            519-752-9756    EMAIL:  campell.moons@sympatico.ca 

VICE PRESIDENT: KAREN WARD   905-525-0779  karenpward@sympatico.ca 

TREASURER: DARREN GAGE   519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

SECRETARY: KIM LEBLANC   519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com  

SHOW CHAIR 2011-12: BOB PARRY  519-448-1236  robert@roberthalloriginals 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: ROGER CAMPBELL 519-442-6542  roger.camp@sympatico.ca 

SOCIAL: SUSAN WAKELEY   519-752-7690  suewake28@rogers.com 

SOCIAL: CARRIE GAGE    519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM: BABS KISIEL-PENNELL  519-751-3247  basis10p@hotmail.com 

FIELD TRIPS: K. LAHAY & FAYE MEADOWS 519-725-4678  fayemeadows@rogers.com 

CCFMS REP.: KAREN WARD    905-525-0779  karenpward@sympatico.ca 

CCFMS REP:  BABS KISIEL-PENNELL  519-751-3247  basis10p@hotmail.com 

LIBRARIAN: RUSS McCRORY   905-389-6525 russelldavid.mccrory@sympatico.ca 

WORKSHOP: BRAD McCLELLAND  519-751-3141 

TIPS: VARIATIONS OF THE CABOCHON 
The word cabochon comes from the French en cabochon, meaning "like a bald head". The similarity 

of a bald, shining pate to the rounded top of the gemstone is quite apparent . Other than that, here 

are a few descript ions of the different types of cabochon cuts: 

Simple Cabochon: It has a flat back and a simple, curved top. When looked at from above, the stone 

may be round or elliptical, square or rectangular, or any other freeform shape. 

 

Low Cabochon: This has a much flatter top than the simple cabochon. It is suited for softer stones - such as turquoise 

where a high, protruding top is apt to be chipped and worn dull in a comparatively short time. 

 

High Cabochons: It has an especially high top and is thus more suitable for a hard stone. Translucent materials  such as 

chalcedony or quartz  - are well adapted to the style because they will yield a high gloss polish while also preserving and 

enhancing the greatest depth of colour from the stone. 

 

Hollow Cabochon: The hollow cabochon has a concave bottom or back. This style of cutting is used for dark, transparent 

stones where the light passing through the stone is largely lost . Carbuncles, or deeply coloured garnets, have their beauty 

enhanced when cut this way. 

 

Double Cabochon: This is a style where both the top and the bottom of the stone have been cut in convex domes. Both sides 

have been polished and the curvature on the back is typically less than that on the top. This cut is useful when the stone is 

either transparent , translucent , or has inclusions. Moss agate is a likely stone to be cut this way. 

 

Lentil  Cabochon: This is like the double cabochon cut in that both the top and the bottom have been cut 

and polished in convex domes. However, unlike the double cabochon cut , the lentil cabochon features 

identical curves on the top and bottom of the stone. 

From Emerald Gems 312006 via Crystal Gazer, August 2006 
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Getting Old!!! 
Two very elderly friends, Max and Wally, met in the park every 

day to feed the pigeons, watch the squirrels and discuss world 

problems. One day Wally didn't show up, Max didn't think much 

about it, figured maybe he had a cold or some such. But, after 

Wally hadn't shown up for a week or so Max really got worried. 

However, the only time they ever got together anymore (they used 

to play a lot of golf together) was at the park, and Max couldn't 

remember where Wally lived so he was unable to find out what 

had happened to him. A month passed and Max figured old Wally 

had gone to his heavenly reward, but one day Max approached the 

park and, lo and behold, there sat Wally! Max was very excited 

and happy to see him and told him so! Then he said, "For crying 

out loud Wally, what happened to you???" 

Wally replied, "I have been in jail." "Jail???," cried Max!! "What 

in the world for???" "Well," Wally said, "You know Sue, that 

cute little blonde waitress at the coffee shop where we sometimes 

get coffee?" Yeah" said Max, "I remember her. What about 

her?" "Well one day last month she got mad at me and to get 

even, she charged me with rape. I was so proud of what everyone 

would think an old fart like me could still do, that when I got into 

court, I pled 'Guilty'. The judge then took a good look at me and 

gave me 30 days for perjury.  

LIGHTER SIDE OF THE CRYSTAL 

What Do Gold and 

Diamonds Have in 

Common? 
by Celia Tiffany 

· _Diamond (a form of carbon) 

and gold are both classified as 

Native Elements in the Periodic 

Table of the Elements: that is 

they are among the few elements that 

occur in the Earth‘s crust in a rela-

tively pure, uncombined form 

 

· _Both crystallize in the cubic 

system. 

· _Both most commonly occur as 

octahedral crystals. 

· _Large deposits of each have 

been mined in South Africa 

and in Australia 

· _Both are highly valued for use 

in jewellery, science, and industry. 

· _Both have inspired exploration, 

exploitation, and brutal conquests. 

· _Both are outrageously overpriced, 

but diamonds set in gold remain 

popular as a pledge of fidelity. 

 from The Geode, 9/99, via Rollin 

Rock 02/10 

HOW 

DO 

YOU 

RATE 

AS A 

BONE? 
It has been said that members 

of a community are made up 

of four kinds of bones: 

1. There are WISHBONES 

who spend all their time 

wishing someone else would 

do the work. 

2. There are JAWBONES 

who do all the talking but 

very little else. 

3. There are the KNUCKLE-

BONES who knock 

back everything else that any-

one else tries to do. 

4. Finally, there are the 

BACKBONES who get 

under the load and do all the 

work. 

From the Official Bulletin of 

the Parramatta-Holroyd Lapi-

dary Club, Inc. via The Rock-

collector 2005 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/

