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MARCH MEETING - March 18, 2011  

 THE TELEPHONE  CITY 

 Time: 7:30 pm -Woodman Drive Community Centre 491 Grey St., Brantford, ON. 

Front Page: Maddie Lavender and President John Moons draw winning ticket for monthly Mineral of the Month  

                Irish Blessing from a Hallmark Greeting Card 

CLUB NEWS 

1. HAPPY 47TH ANNIVERSARY TO OUR BRANTFORD LAPIDARY CLUB 

2. Monthly Mineral winners Rene'  Perrin, Maddie Lavender and A. Koning. 

3. John Moons is looking after display cases for our show. If you are planning on bringing a 

case to the show please contact John for space required. A few club cases are available if you 

require one for your display.  

4. Kim LeBlanc is looking for volunteers for the admission table and Karen Ward for the si-

lent auction. Phone numbers are listed on page 7 of this newsletter. 

5. Lapidary workshop at Woodman Community Centre - Wednesday evenings 7-9 pm  

6. Word from Bill McIlquham concerning the May 24 Herkimer fieldtrip - there is a wedding 

planned in that area the same weekend so if you want accommodations you might give Bill a 

quick call (705) 876-0096. 

  March 18, 2011:   Brad McClelland who runs the workshop on Wednes-

day evenings will be giving us a tour of the workshop area.  He will show 

the machines that are used and go through the process of working with a 

specimen.  Babs writes “having just attended my first workshop - amazing 

to start the process from something that looks so rough but beautiful to a 

piece of art!” 
A lapidary (the word means "concerned with stones") is an artist or artisan who forms stone, mineral, gemstones, 

and other suitably durable materials (amber, shell, jet, pearl, copal, coral, horn and bone, glass and other synthet-

ics) into decorative items such as engraved gems, including cameos, or cabochons, and faceted designs. Hardstone 

carving is the term in art history for the objects produced and the craft. Diamond cutters are generally not re-

ferred to as lapidaries, due to the specialized techniques which are required to work diamond. Gemcutter typi-

cally refers to diamond cutters or producers of faceted jewels in modern contexts, but artists' producing engraved 

gems, jade carvings and the like in older historical contexts. 

 lapi·dary (lap′ə der′ē)    noun pl. lapidaries -·dar′·ies  also lapidarist lap′i·dar′·ist 

1. a person who cuts, polishes, and engraves precious stones 

2. the art of such a person an expert in precious stones; collector of or dealer in gems 
  

April 15, 2011 - Steve Savory - Savory Goldsmithing- Wax Carving for Jewellery 

  

May 13, 2011 with Karen Fox, Canadian Gemmological Association - will talk about "Stones from Recycled Jew-

ellery: Trash or Treasure?   

http://www.yourdictionary.com/lapidarist
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THE TELEPHONE CITY CRYSTAL 

April 2-3 The 39th Annual Paris Gem and Mineral Show, presented by the Brantford Lapidary & Mineral Society, 

Paris Fairgrounds, 139 Silver Street, Paris, Ontario. Saturday and Sunday, 10 AM to 5PM. Admission $5, 

children 12 and under - free. Featuring gem, mineral, fossil, stone dealers, lapidary equipment, fine jewel-

lery, beads; demonstrations; exhibits; silent auction; ’Mine for Gems’ display. Free parking. Wheelchair 

accessible. Lunch bar. For more information, contact John Moons 519-752-9756 or Bob Parry at 

robert@roberthalloriginals.com or www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca 

April 14-17   38th Rochester Mineralogical Symposium 

 Website: http://www.rasy.org/MinerSymposium/MineralSymp.htm 

May 6-8 Canadian Micro Mineral Association 48th Annual Symposium, Brock University, St. Catharines, Ontario           

Speakers: TBA   Contact: Bill Lechner at 416-438-8908 or bill.lechner@rogers.com         

*Registration form available by request to the above.*    Website: http://www.canadianmicrominerals.ca 

May 7 K-W Gem and Mineral Club Show - Sat. 1-am - 4 pm Waterloo Community Atrs Centre, 25 Regina St. 

South in Uptown Waterloo  Admission: free Rocks, minerals, fossils, meteorites; Hands on activities and 

free samples for children; Gem dig; Uncover a fossilized fish; Local Dealers; Displays 

  

July 15-17 29th Annual Sudbury Gem and Mineral Show “Northern Ontario’s Largest Gem, Mineral, Fossil, Bead 

and Rock Craft Show and Sale”    Fri. 5-9 PM Sat. 10AM - 6PM, Sun. 10AM - 5PM Carmichael Arena, 

1298 Bancroft Drive across from Minnow Lake; 1 km south of the Kingsway (Hwy. 17 east) 

 Admission: Adults $4, Seniors $2, kids 6-12 $1, kids under 5 free with adult. Features: Dealers; displays; 

demonstrations; door prizes; silent auctions; kid’s activities; mineral identification; video theatre; field-

trip Sun. at noon; BBQ; free handouts and literature; outside dealers/swap area Sat. 11am - 4 pm; pros-

pectors and metal displays; free parking 

 Contact: Ed Debicki 705-522-5140, email: ed.debicki@sympatico.ca  Website: http://www.ccfms.ca/clubs/

Sudbury/show.htm 

COMING EVENTS 2011 

 

FIELD TRIPS 2011 

 

The following are tentative or scheduled trips.  Further details will follow as the dates unfold 

 

Sunday April 17 - Stones and Bones Museum Tour,  223 N. Christina St., Sarnia (10am-12:30pm)  

  

Saturday April 30 - Rock Glen Conservation Area and Hungry Hollow, Arkona for fossil collecting.   

  

Saturday May 14 - Lincoln Quarry, Beamsville - CCFMS sponsored trip.  Contact Jim Glen jrglen@sympatico.ca  to 

be included on a contact list.  

  

Sunday May 15 - LaFarge Quarry, Dundas - CCFMS sponsored trip.  Contact Jim Glen as above.   

 Numbers are limited. Assignment of spaces to clubs to be determined as yet. 

  

May 20-23 - Ace of Diamonds Mine, Herkimer N.Y.  Note:  email Faye at fayemeadows@rogers.com   to confirm attendance.   

The London Club has details on their web site.    

  

Dates to be determined - Marmoraton Quarry, Marmora;  Peter Russell Rock Garden, University of Waterloo, Water-

loo;  Guelph Quarry, Guelph;  Bancroft area & mines 

                                           

             Faye & Kathy - field trip leaders - Brantford & KW Clubs                             

                

mailto:jrglen@sympatico.ca
mailto:fayemeadows@rogers.com
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Canadian diamond fetches record price 

CBC News  

A huge rough diamond, billed as the most significant find in the 13-year history of Canada's 

Ekati mine, was auctioned off in Belgium this week for a reported $2.8 million. 

The 78-carat diamond from BHP Billiton's Ekati mine in the Northwest Territories was sold in Antwerp on Monday, 

Valentine's Day. 

The company would not disclose the buyer of the diamond, called the "Ekati Spirit." 

BHP Billiton invited a select group of about 70 buyers to the sale of the diamond, which was found in October 2010. 

"The diamond is a breathtaking example of the stunning gem-quality diamonds produced at Ekati and potentially the 

most valuable stone in the mine's 13-year history," BHP said in a news release. 

The diamond, which measures 21 by 18 by 13 millimetres, is not the largest to come from the mine, however. Two years 

ago, a 182-carat diamond was found, but it lacked the clarity, carats and colour of the one sold Monday. 

A pear-shaped, 10.22-carat gem from Ekati had held the Canadian record of $1.2 million at auction. 

FEBRUARY MEETING 

 
Gage Girls enjoy library books at our February 

meeting 

 WORKSHOP HINTS 

1. Here is a suggestion to make the wet grinding procedure more comfortable. Place water pipe foam insulation over 

the edge of the water trough for an easy wrist rest while working the stone. Just cut to the length needed and slip it 

over the edge of the water pan.                           from the Rock Rattler via Amador Nugget 1/01 via RockCollector 3/01 

2. When lapping or polishing geodes, keep the crystals sparkling clean by packing them with damp ivory flakes.  

The grit or polishing agent washes right out. The remaining soap will soak right out in warm water.    (via The 

Rock Rattler 12/95) 

3. Take lint from your clothes dryer lint catcher and add it to the polishing compound for tumbling. It will speed up 

the polishing and prevent chipping.             Gem News et al via Eureka News via GRINDINGS  

Don Oliver’s Meteorite display  (Brahin Pallisite  - Minsk Belarus) 
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DESPUJOLSITE : a rare manganese sulfate from the Kalahari Manganese Field 

One of the more interesting but subtle surprises at the Tucson show was the pres-

entation of a small pocket of crystals collected and sold initially as "green ettring-

ite" for facet rough. Thanks to the work of the Robert Downs lab at University of 

Arizona, this has now been shown to be the rare species DESPUJOLSITE - al-

though in crystals several orders of magnitude more important than any previ-

ously found.  Both very different crystal habits are the same species. This is a 

world class find for the species, whether few of us have ever heard of it or not, and 

so i am happy to present it here. They make for stunning, unusual, competition-

worthy thumbnails ; and in person look more like green brazilianite than anything 

else we have seen from the Kalahari. I did purchase the entire pocket, and about 

3/4 of the better crystals are presented here. Whether more come out, time will tell. 

But for now, this seems to be it. I heard no rumours of other finds, and this was 

reported to have been hit last summer. 
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 Jade: The Stone of Heaven 

 

Do you know the difference between nephrite and jadeite? Or did you know that the bright apple green jade that is jade-

ite, so prized nowadays has only been used in China since the 18th century and before that it was nephrite. Discover more 

interesting facts about jade and its history in China when the Royal Ontario Museum's Bishop White Committee pre-

sents a symposium on jade for both the collector and the layman.  

 

The programme will begin with Dr. Kim Tait, curator from the ROM's Mineralogy Department discussing the scientific 

aspects of the material, where you will learn about the different types of jade. Following her presentation, Tim Kacurov 

will talk about the significance of jade in Chinese culture and why it has held mystical and magical associations in Chi-

nese culture for thousands of years. The market for antique jade and jewels has reached heavenly heights and Suzanne 

Davis, Consultant & International Representative, Christie’s will discuss examples of this along with other decorative 

arts in the red hot Chinese art market. Following a stand up lunch, there will be two hands-on workshops where partici-

pants will have the rarely offered opportunity to examine and handle some of the ROM's jade pieces and those from pri-

vate collections lent exclusively for this event. For this segment, participants will switch between workshops to learn 

about symbolism found in jade carvings led by ROM curator Dr. Ka Bo Tsang, and the perils and pleasures of collecting 

led by a private collector, who has encountered both the good and the spurious in his years of collecting.  

 

Saturday, April 2, 2011 10:00 AM – 2:30 PM, Royal Ontario Museum, Eaton Theatre 

Cost: General public: $70 ROM members: $65.00  

Space is limited due to the nature of the workshops, so book early to avoid disappointment. To register, please call Pro-

grams at 416.586.5797 or register online at www.rom.on.ca/programs 

Symposium schedule: 

10:00 – 10:15 Coffee  

10:15 – 11:00 Dr. Kim Tait/Jade: the Stone  

11:00  - 11:45 Tim Kacurov/Jade in Chinese Culture 

11:45 – 12:30 Suzanne Davis/The Power of Jade:  

The international auction market for Jade and other Chinese Works of Art. 

12:30 – 1:00 Lunch 

1:00 – 1:45 Dr. Ka Bo Tsang/Chinese Symbolism in Jade 

1:45 – 2:30 A Private Collector/The Perils and Pleasures of Collecting 

 

There will be a drawing for a door prize related to the topic. 

931.13.18 Animal pendant plaque.  

 Eastern Zhou period, 5th to 3rd century BC.  

The Bishop White Collection 

THINGS A REAL ROCKHOUND WOULD 

NEVER SAY 

 
I went to Quartzsite and didn't find anything that I 

liked. 

No, I really don't want to see that 70 pound chunk of 

blue lace agate that you have in your van. 

Fossil hunting...yuck. All the dirt and the dust and all 

you every find are dirty old rocks. 

I just have too many rocks in my yard. 

Some of them just have to go into the dumpster 

A LITTLE HUMOUR 

 

A waiter brings the customer the steak he ordered 

with his thumb over the meat. 

Customer: "Are you crazy? With your hand on my 

steak?!!!" 

Waiter: "What, you want it to fall on the floor 

again?!" 

http://www.rom.on.ca/programs
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2011 EXECUTIVE 

PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS PHONE            519-752-9756    EMAIL:  campell.moons@sympatico.ca 

VICE PRESIDENT: KAREN WARD   905-525-0779  karenpward@sympatico.ca 

TREASURER: DARREN GAGE   519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

SECRETARY: KIM LEBLANC   519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com  

SHOW CHAIR 2011-12: BOB PARRY  519-448-1236  robert@roberthalloriginals 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: ROGER CAMPBELL 519-442-6542  roger.camp@sympatico.ca 

SOCIAL: SUSAN WAKELEY   519-752-7690  suewake28@rogers.com 

SOCIAL: CARRIE GAGE    519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM: BABS KISIEL-PENNELL  519-751-3247  basis10p@hotmail.com 

FIELD TRIPS: K. LAHAY & FAYE MEADOWS 519-725-4678  fayemeadows@rogers.com 

CCFMS REP.: KAREN WARD    905-525-0779  karenpward@sympatico.ca 

CCFMS REP:  BABS KISIEL-PENNELL  519-751-3247  basis10p@hotmail.com 

LIBRARIAN: RUSS McCRORY   905-389-6525 russelldavid.mccrory@sympatico.ca 

WORKSHOP: BRAD McCLELLAND  519-751-3141 

Di d  Yo u  Kno w ?   

* Cleaning Stones is an art by itself. Eyeglass silicon treated tissue removes fingerprints from stones.  

* Flush the dirt to the surface using toothpaste that has fluorite. It can penetrate brick, terracotta, ceramics and 

stone easily. The dirt can then be rinsed off with water.  

* Desert roses are best cleaned using a solution of Axion Dishwashing Cleaner and water. Soak overnight, brush gen-

tly and rinse in clean water. This is an easy and safe method.  

* Ultrasonic cleansers are used by some professionals but there are some stones that must not be cleaned in this 

manner. They are stones like pearls, lapis, opal, coral, tourmaline, mother-of-pearl, emerald and turquoise, agate, 

topaz and malachite.  

* Fluorite should never be cleaned in warm or hot water because it will wash off the lustre and it will never come 

back. A better idea is to put in 'muriatic acid' which will remove the calcite and then rinse in cold water.  

* Pyrite, quartz and other silica’s are best cleaned with radiator cleaner DuPont No.7. Use one tablespoon for one 

quart of water then rinse with dilute ammonia and a final rinse in clean water.  

* A good soak in water and ammonia will clean out lichen and algae from your rock samples.  

* If you want to see what's inside your stone before you commence faceting, drop them in some oil of cassia or cinna-

mon. All flaws and inclusions will be visible as the refractive index of these oils is very similar to that of most gem-

stones. The surface irregularities disappear, making them easy to see. (via SnoopyGems Dec.2010) 

A geologist is the only person who can  talk to a woman and use the words "dike" "thrust" "bed" "orogeny" 

"cleavage" and "subduction" in the same sentence without facing a civil suit. 

Two Geologists are walking across a granite outcrop one day. The first says to the second "Hey, this terrain is unmeta-

morphosed". Replies the second one,    "No Schist". 
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Mailing address: 1 Sherwood Drive, Brantford, Ont. N3T 1N3     Website: www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca 

THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

FOR OUR YOUNGER CLUB MEMBERS - GROW A CRYSTAL GARDEN ! 

BE SURE YOU HAVE AN ADULT SUPERVISING YOU!  

First you will need to gather the following articles:  

1.  a shallow glass bowl  

2.  broken pieces of porous brick or pumice  

3.  household ammonia  

4.  liquid laundry blueing  

5.  food coloring  

6.  salt  

Wash the pieces of rock and arrange them in the glass bowl while still wet. In a separate glass container mix 4 tablespoons 

of water with 4 tablespoons of ammonia. Pour the mixture over the wet rocks making sure to dampen them all. Cover one 

rock with undiluted blueing and sprinkle the others with food coloring - red, yellow and green, with a drop of blueing 

added here and there. Now sprinkle 4 tablespoons of salt over all the rocks.  

Within a few hours crystals will begin to form. If you watch closely, you can actually see them grow. After two days, add 

more water and ammonia mixture and this will start your crystals growing again. The crystals are very fragile and will 

break if you bump the bowl. With all the colors you have added, you will have a beautiful bowl of crystals.  

Website Link for Kids: RocksforKids.com              

PEBBLE PUP CORNER 

Barite is a mineral composed of barium sulphate, BaSO4. It is usually colorless or milky white, but 

can be almost any color, depending on the impurities trapped in the crystals during their formation. 

Barite is relatively soft, measuring 3-3.5 on Mohs' scale of hardness. It is unusually heavy for a non-

metallic mineral. The high density is responsible for its value in many applications. Barite is chemi-

cally inert and insoluble. 

Name:  

 

Barite (spelled baryte in British publications) was named from the Greek word baros which means 

weighty, a reference to its unusually high specific gravity. (Specific gravity is a mineralogist’s measure 

of the density of a mineral; this is done by comparing the weight of the mineral to the weight of an equal volume of water.) 

Sources: 

 Most barite is mined from layers of sedimentary rock which formed when barite precipitated onto the bottom of the ocean. 

Some smaller mines utilize barite from veins, which formed when barium sulphate was precipitated from hot subterranean 

waters. In some cases, barite is a by-product of mining lead, zinc, silver, or other metal ores. There are nine barite mines in 

the United States; in Nevada, Georgia, Tennessee, and Missouri. China produces nearly ten times as much barite as the 

U.S., and India also produces more. About 40 other countries are also producers. Many barite deposits are known world-

wide, but some are uneconomic because barite can be mined more cheaply in China.  

Uses:  

By far, the principal use for barite is as a “weighting agent” in oil and natural gas drilling. In this process, barite is crushed 

and mixed with water and other materials. It is then pumped into the drill hole. The weight of this mixture counteracts the 

force of the oil and gas when it is released from the ground. This allows the oil and gas rig operators to prevent the explo-

sive release of the oil and gas from the ground. Currently, the majority of barite consumption in the United States is for this 

drilling application. However, the consumption in drilling "mud" fluctuates from year to year, as it is dependent on the 

amount of exploration drilling for oil and gas, which in turn depends on oil and gas prices. 

Beyond this, barite is used as an additive to paints, enamels, and plastics, in the production of so-called "lead" crystal or 

"leaded" glass, stops radiation from computer monitors and television tubes, and as the source of barium chemicals. 

Barite has the unique ability to strongly absorb X-rays and gamma rays. Consequently, it is used in medical science for spe-

cial X-ray tests on the intestines and colon. It is also mixed with cement to make special containers used to store radioactive 

materials. A more recent application of barite is in the production of brake pads and clutches for cars and trucks. 

MINERAL OF THE MONTH -  BARITE 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/
http://www.RocksforKids.com

