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Our  show is now on the doorstep. If you haven't 
already signed up for one of the many jobs to 
help the club host another great show, give 
Jenny a call. We need help at the door, member-
ship table and silent auction. If you are planning to enter items 
in the silent auction please  have bid sheets and masters filled 
in before presenting them to auction volunteers. Bid sheets can 
be obtained from the Woodman Centre on Wed. (7-9) or at the 
March meeting. We also need a few hands for setup including 
sign placement, table clothes, etc. Donations to the Mining Ad-
venture are always welcome.  Our club continues to host a 
great show every year and as the poster to the right notes  
‘One of Canada’s Largest Gem and Mineral Shows’ and that is 
because of our member’s participation each year.  

 

PROGRAM:  100 Mile Art 
Project 

Christopher van Donkelaar 

“Ignoring the perceived 
boundaries of the many, 
"ists" - artist, geologist, bota-
nist, chemist ... to name a few 
- that our current culture pre-
scribes, Christopher van 
Donkelaar aims to reclaim 
wholeness within his art. In 

doing so, van Donkelaar pre-
sents everything he interacts 
with, whether it be a bit of 
bone or a handful of dirt, in a 
new way that challenges his 
audience to work out a new 
perception of what they have 
always seen. Cutting through 
our economic framework, this 
same process demonstrates 
that what is freely available 
can also be unique and valu-
able. But, the most significant 
difference about his art, is 
that the results are not the 
common and predictable con-
demnation of humanity’s ac-
tions (so prescriptive today). 
Instead, van Donkelaar’s 
work is a celebration of the 
good a person can do within 
the world. 

Initially trained as an iconogra-
pher by Orthodox monks, van 
Donkelaar has taken the bed-
rock of this traditional art form 
as the foundation for his own 
unflinching and inexhaustible 
curiosity, bringing it to bear on 
the whole of creation.” 

Time: 7:30 pm   

Location: Woodman Drive 
Community Centre 491 
Grey St., Brantford  

MARCH MEETING - Mar 20, 2009 (Happy 45th Anniversary) 

Brantford Lapidary Show 2009 
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chite serves as a prospecting 
guide for (and an important ore 
of) copper, and is found in small 
quantities all over the world. 

The distinctive banding is caused 
by subtle changes in the oxida-
tion states of the surrounding 
pore waters, but the exact 
mechanism is still not well un-
derstood. Though the massive 
form is the most well-known, 
having been used for carved fig-
ures and household decorations 
for centuries, a less common but 
spectacular form is fine acicular 
hairs that group together to form 
a carpet of green "velvet". 

Malachite, the most distinctive of 
the green minerals, has had a 
long reputation for protection. 
As long ago as 4,000 BC, mala-
chite was mined in the Sinai Pen-
insula, and ancient Egyptians 
ground malachite on sacred pal-
ettes to make Udju, an eye 
makeup that was believed to 
bring protection from the god-
dess Hathor. Sinai and its mines 
were under the dominion of 
Hathor (the goddess of beauty, 
joy, love, and women), who was 
also known as the "Lady of 
Malachite." 

Archaeologists have found evi-
dence that kits for grinding 
malachite eye paint were a very 
important item in the Egyptians' 
toilette. Interestingly, the Egyp-
tian word for these kits is quite 
similar to the Egyptian phrase 
"to protect." Wearing Udju was 
practical in reducing the glare of 
the sun (much as football players 
wear grease paint), and was be-
lieved to guard against the evil 
eye. However, it's unlikely that 
the ancient Egyptian women re-
alized that the metallic ions of 
malachite (an oxide of copper) 
made an extremely efficient anti-

bacterial agent, protecting them 
from all types of infection. Infec-
tions of the eyes were common 
due to flies and flying sand, and 
wearing malachite likely reduced 
them. However, long-term use of 
Udju couldn't have been healthy 
-- the high copper content of 
malachite (57%) makes it toxic. 
This makes it dangerous to mine, 
cut, or hand-polish malachite 
without proper protective equip-
ment. Luckily, it's completely 
safe to handle rough and pol-
ished specimens. 

Malachite is a secondary mineral 
of copper, which means it's 
formed when copper minerals 
are altered by other minerals. It 
occurs when carbonated water 
interacts with copper minerals, 
or when a solution of copper in-
teracts with limestone. Malachite 
forms relatively quickly -- 
bronze objects have been found 
at ancient Assyrian sites partially 
or wholly converted into mala-
chite! The green patina on 
weathered copper roofs and stat-
ues is a form of malachite. Be-
cause of its presence in nearly all 
oxidized copper deposits, mala-

Malachite - (Mineral of the Month for St. Patrick’s 

THE TELEPHONE CITY CRYSTAL 

Transparency: massive forms 
are opaque; crystals can be 
translucent  
Cleavage: perfect, but rarely 
seen 
Fracture: conchoidal to splin-
tery 
Specific gravity: 3.9+ 
(noticeably heavy)  
Streak: green 
Other: weakly effervesces in 
acid 

Malachite: Cu2(CO3)(OH)2, 
Copper Carbonate Hydroxide 
Habit: massive forms are botry-
oidal, stalactitic, or globular; 
crystals are acicular or fibrous 
and form in tufts and encrusta-
tions 
Hardness: 3.5-4 
Luster: massive forms are dull; 
crystals are silky 
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The Bay of Fundy from Cape 
Split to Brier Island along the 
south Fundy  shore is prolific in 
Zeolite minerals, fossils, Jasper, 
Agate, and many others, even to 
the point of having one of the 
Zeolite minerals, Mordenite, 
named after the town of Morden 
Nova Scotia.  

The area is a tourist's haven, 
with many campsites, hotels, bed 
and breakfast facilities and lots 
of historical sights to see while 
collecting minerals in the area. 
For those interested in collecting 
province wide contact the Nova 
Scotia Tourist Bureau at 1 800 
341 6096 for those calling from 
the USA, and 1 800 565 0000 for 
those calling from Canada. 
My main collecting area while 
living in Nova Scotia for 14 years 
while with the Canadian Armed 
Forces, was along the southern 
shore of Fundy from Morden, 
then easterly along the shore to 
Scots Bay, Blomidon, and Cape 
split.  

Let us assume you have arrived 
in Nova Scotia via road through 
Maine in your truck or camper. 
Having arrived in St John New 
Brunswick, you take the ferry 
across the bay to Digby NS. With 
Map in hand you look, and the 
options are many. Let's assume 
you want to travel some of the 
areas and sites I frequented 
when I lived in NS. We will take 
the OLD number 1 Hwy. east 
towards Halifax. Stop in Historic 
Annapolis Royal for a look at 
Fort St. Anne, and some of the 
other sights and ask a few ques-
tions there of the storekeepers 

and shops about ROCKS. Maybe 
some will know, Maybe not, but 
if they talk to you about rocks at 
all my bet is they will talk about 
Amethyst, Blomidon, and Scots 
Bay. They may even have a few 
pieces to show you. 
After lunch in Annapolis Royal 
cross the causeway, remaining on 
the old number 1 hwy (though 
the adventurous can find many 
exciting nooks and crannies by 
turning left off the highway to-
ward the Bay at almost any small 
road,) travelling east through 
Granville Ferry, Granville Cen-
ter,( and numerous other small 
country settlements, which are 
not towns but rather historic 
places that denote the areas of 
the province many of the early 
settlers gave their names to,) and 
on to the town of Bridgetown. 
This village bears a little explor-
ing also, but do not expect to find 
too many rocks just yet. Con-
tinue east through Paradise and 
Lawrencetown to Middleton NS. 
and on to Kingston NS. At the 
east end of Kingston, just before 
the motel, turn left off the high-
way toward the Bay and follow 
the dirt road directly down to the 
Bay, to Connor's Brook; and you 
will find no signs to this one, 
down the hill to the grassy flats 
by the bay. A word of caution at 
this time. WATCH THE TIDES! 
With a rise and fall within 6 
hours in some places of over fifty 
feet, it can be fateful anywhere 
along the shore to the uniniti-
ated. Once there, look to the 
small brook running along the 
side of the hill to the left, search 
diligently among the rocks about 
twenty feet from the high tide 
line and you will find inscribed 

in the rock face at brook level 
1755. A long ago memento of the 
Acadians, who camped on these 
shores in the winter under many 
privations during the expulsion. 
Walk along the shore to the left 
just around the corner along the 
cliff and you will see a cave. In 
this cave remnants of prospect-
ing for Copper may be found, 
with seams and specks of the wa-
ter polished metal visible. A 
search of the talus along the cliffs 
either left or right of the entry 
point of the brook into the Bay 
may net you some curious and 
very cuttable specimens with 
these seams or specks.  

After your brief look at Connor's 
brook, backtrack to either the 
"new" highway , or all the way 
to Kingston, head east for a few 
miles and take the road left to 
the town of MORDEN. Here you 
will find the "French Cross". 
Park by the cross, take to the 
shore directly in front of the 
cross and you will see some agate 
embedded in the Basalt, and 
along the shore mainly to the left 
of the cross will find specimens of 
bluish - white banded and 
"Straw" agate among the many 
beach stones. A good search of 
this area will also find the travel-
ler many Zeolite minerals in the 
cliff faces, Thompsonite, Mor-
denite, Mesolite etc. Once again, 
I can not impress too deeply 
upon you, WATCH THE 
TIDES! Your best time to search 
the shore anywhere along the 
Bay is about one to two hours 
after the tide has started to sub-
side, which will give you many 
hours of safe roaming, and time 
enough to return to your point of 
origin.  

Cont’d on page 5 

Nova Scotia Collecting Sites 

Ramblings from a Rockhound about Old Nova Scotia  
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  Industry Overview 

Two salt solution-mining sites lo-
cated at Windsor and Goderich op-
erate 19 salt solution mining wells. 
In 2006, salt solution-mining opera-
tions extracted approximately 
300,000 tonnes of high-purity salt 
used for human consumption and 
for the production of sodium and 
chlorine-based chemicals.  Under-
ground mining of salt also occurs at 
these two sites. 

Salt deposits in Ontario are found in 
the Windsor and Sarnia-Goderich 
areas near the eastern edge of the 
Michigan Basin, and form an exten-
sion of the Michigan salt deposits. 

Salt beds were first discovered in the 
Goderich area in 1866. These salt 
formations are found at depths of 
275 to 825 metres and range in 
thickness from 90 to over 200 me-
tres. 

of the local boat owners to the very 
tip of Cape Split, which will net 
you Moss agate, Banded agate and 
many other gems in an area not 
easily accessible to the average 
person, therefore your chances of 
finding some "Super Gem" are 
even better!  

After you have had your fill of 
Scots Bay, enquire about the 
shortcut to Blomidon from the 
store or local people. At Blomidon, 
close by the selenite filled red cliffs 
there is a provincial campsite. 
Once situated at Blomidon, take a 
drive up the hill to Glooscap 
Mountain, enjoy the view over-
looking the head of the Bay of 
Fundy, and just think that under 
your feet and for miles up the 
beach lay tons and tons of agates 
and beautiful amethyst waiting to 
be released by the relentless forces 
of nature. A walk along the beach 
towards The tip of Cape Split, one, 
two, or even three miles along the 
shore past Amethyst cove will net 
you unbelievable variety and 
beauty.  WATCH The Tides 

By Brian Isfeld  via Bobs Rock Shop 

After leaving Morden, travel east 
along the shore, stopping at 
Hall's Harbour, Baxter Harbour, 
Ross creek or any where you can 
reach access to the Bay, and you 
will find many interesting rocks, 
minerals, and gems. Amethyst at 
Baxter Harbour, and Giant areas 
of Red Jasper at Ross Creek, 
with many small areas of fortifi-
cation banding throughout, and 
Smoky Quartz and Amethyst 
lined "pipes" with crystals up to 
one half inch across.  

By now you should have a few 
specimens in your vehicle, and 
you should have also become 
aware of the difficulty of some-
times spotting your treasures 
among the many beach cobbles 
and stones. But this will prepare 
you for the most rewarding part 
of your journey, that of search-
ing the Gravels and beaches of 
Scots Bay, and later while walk-
ing the beach at Blomidon you 
will be more than amply re-
warded for diligence.  

So, let us get on to Scots Bay. 
The avenues of approach are 
many; back roads, highway, 
shore line road, etc. But the best 
and most direct is to go to the 
town of Canning situated upon 
the North Mountain and from 
there follow the signs to "the 
Look Off" and on to Scots Bay. 
Once at Scots Bay, stop at the 
little store opposite the crescent 
shaped beach and ask some 
questions as to where to access 
the beach, or follow the road just 
past the store to a sign that says 
"beach" and turn to the left, 
drive about 300 yards down and 
park.. Once you are on the beach 
keep your head down and search 
among the small gravels, look 
among the large boulders, and be 
sure to check the gravels on the 
other side of the high water line 
along the marshy areas opposite 
the shore side of the piled up 
driftwood. Plan on spending 
some time here and enquire 
about obtaining passage with one 

SALT 
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lieved to have been carved by the 
Algonkian people between 900 
and 1400 CE. Today, the First 
Nations people of Ontario call 
the carvings Kinomagewapkong, 
meaning "the rocks that teach" 
or "the Teaching Rocks 

According to the Learning Cen-
ter tour guides and teachers, 
while the glyphs are important 
they're not the primary spiritual 
significance that make this site 
sacred. The cracks in the rock 
are believed to lead to the spirit 
world, as there is a river that 
runs underneath the rock ap-
proximately 6 metres below. 
When the river becomes full it 
produces a noise that sounds like 
human voices. The Aboriginal 

Petroglyphs Provincial Park people believe these are Spirits 
speaking to them. When the wa-
ter levels are at that level, the 
normally dry forest near the site 
becomes marshy. 

The park is open 10am to 5pm 
daily from the second Friday in 
May to Thanksgiving 

Petroglyphs Provincial Park is a 
historical-class provincial park 
situated northeast of Peterbor-
ough, Ontario, Canada. It has 
the largest collection of ancient 
First Nations petroglyphs (rock 
carvings) in Ontario. The carv-
ings were created in the pre-
Columbian era and represents 
aspects of First Nations mysti-
cism, including shamans, ani-
mals, and the Great Spirit. 

The location of the site was for-
gotten until 1924, when it was 
rediscovered by historian 
Charles Kingam. 

The sacred stone is generally be-

Website: www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca Mailing address: 1 Sherwood Drive, Brantford, 
Ont. N3T 1N3 

BRANTFORD LAPIDARY& MINERAL SOCIETY 

2009 Executive 

PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS PHONE            519-752-9756    EMAIL:     
         campbellmoons@sympatico.ca 

VICE PRESIDENT: ERNIE EDMONDS  519-583-9457 

TREASURER: KAREN WARD   905-525-0779 karenpward@sympatico.ca 

SECRETARY: KATHY CAMPBELL   519-442-6542 kathy.camp@hotmail.com 

SHOW CHAIR 2009; JENNY JONES   519-750-0953 turtlefeathers@net 

SHOW CHAIR 2010: BOB PARRY   519-448-1236 Robert@roberthalloriginals 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR; ROGER CAMPBELL 519-442-6542 roger.camp@sympatico.ca 

SOCIAL: SUSAN WAKELEY   519-752-7690 suewake28@execulink.com 

PROGRAM: PHYLLIS CZARNOWSKI  519-752-8276 

FIELD TRIPS: REMOND LEHOUX   519-822-8523 

CCFMS REP.: KIM AND MARCEL LEBLANC 519-442-7372 mar cell@execulink.com 

LIBRARIAN: RUSS McCRORY   905-389-6525 russelldavid.mccrory@sympatico.ca 

WORKSHOP: BRAD McCLELLAND  519-751-3141 



7  

 COMING EVENTS  
April 4 & 5 – Brantford Lapidary & Mineral Society’ s - 37th Annual Gem and Mineral Show 

Sat. & Sun. 10am-5pm;  Admission: Adults -$3, 12 years & under – Free 
Paris Fairgrounds, 139 Silver St. Paris, Ont. 
Crystals/Minerals/Faceted Gems/Fossils/Equipment/Tools/Beading Supplies 
Demonstrations/Jewellery/Pewter Giftware – Free Parking; Hot Lunch Available 
Contact:  Advertising – Jenny Jones 519-750-0953 

 
April17-19    24th Annual Gem, Mineral and Fossil Show of the Club de Mineralogie de Montreal 

Fri. 3-10, Sat. 10-7, Sun 10-5 
Center Pierre-Charbonneau 3000 Viau St. (Viau Metro), Montreal , Quebec 
Admission: $8, Children 6-12, $4 
Contact: 514-353-0101   Website: www.salonminerauxmtl.com/ 

 
April 23-26 35th Rochester Mineralogical Symposium 

 Website: www.rasny.org/MinSymposium/MineralSymp.htm 
 
April 24-26 Toronto Gem and Mineral Show and Sale presented by 31416798 Canada Inc. 

 Fri. 4pm-9pm, Sat. 10am-7pm, Sun. 10am-5pm 
 Don Mills Civitan Arena, 1030 Don MillsRd. North York, ON 
 Admission: Adults $8, Seniors $7, 12-18 $6, under 12 free with adult 
 Contact: Ohannes Bedrossian (514) 989-9800  Website: www.torontogemshow.com 

 
May 1-3 Canadian Micro Mineral Association 46th Annual Symposium 

 Brock Universith, St. Catherines, Ont. 
 Speakers to be announced. 
 Contact: Bill Lechner at 416-438-8908 or bill.lechner@rogers.com 

 
May 1-3 Open House – Robert Hall Orginals Pewter Studio and Rock Shop 

 Fri., Sat. & Sun. 10am-5pm 
 138 Sugar Maple Road, St. George, Ont. 

Features: Visit Robert Hall Originals for our Annual Spring Open House. Take a  
pewter studio tour, enjoy refreshments & view the open house specials! Crafters – 
enjoy jewellery demonstrations & our supply of new beads. Rockhounds – examine  
our new specimen acquisitions! 
Admission: Free 
Contact: Robert@roberthalloriginals.com (519) 448-1236 or 1-800-360-2813 
 Website: http://www.roberthalloriginals.com/  

 
June 20            Niagara Peninsulas: Geo-Venture - Gem and Mineral – Show and Sale 

Sat.  10am-5pm; Admission by Donation 
Rocks & Gems & Minerals & Fossils & Lapidary & Jewellery & Demonstrations 
(Rock Cutting & Faceting) Kid’s Exhibits; Free Parking, Door Prizes 
At the Strawberry Festival Beamsville Ont. Fairgrounds (under the Grandstand) 
Info: 905-994-0477 or 905-935-6791; www.ccfms.ca/clubs/npgs 

 
July 11-12 Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse present the 43rd Annual Gemworld 2009 

 Sat. 10am-6pm; Sun. 10am-4pm 
 Verizon Center of Progress Building, New York State Fairgrounds, I-690,  
 Syracuse, NY. 
 Features: 50 Dealers. Admission: $6 adults, children under 12 free. 
 Contact: Carlotta Brown, 315-458-4636 Website: http://www.gmss.us 
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Our guest speaker for February Tim Elliott took us on a history tour 
of Dundas Quarry. He explained how the  quarry migrated from the 
site visible along Highway 5 to its present locations on concessions to 
the north.  The presentation was obviously well received as many 
questions were raised by the membership (one of our largest atten-
dances in a number of months—above right photo). Tim also brought a 
few of his many specimens to display including an amazing selenite 
with celestite attached and my favourite a calcite .We are looking for-
ward to a future field trip to quarry. Thanks to al l whom attended 
and a welcome to new member David Culver. I would also give ap-
preciation to all who helped set up and remove the chairs and tables. 

Feb. draw winners were Babs Kisiel-Pennell and Russ McCrory. 

July 17-19     27th Annual Sudbury Gem and Mineral Show 
Fri. 5pm – 9pm; Sat. 10-6; Sun. 10-5 
Handmade Jewellery, Beads, Fossils, Minerals, Rock Craft, Dealers, Door Prizes, 
Demonstrations, Displays, ID Booth, Metal Detecting, Kids Activities 
Trading Sat. 11-4; Field Trip, Sun. noon; Charity Barbecue – Sat. & Sun. 
Carmichael Arena, Bancroft Drive, Sudbury Ont. 
Info: call 705-522-5140 or www.ccfms.ca/Clubs/Sudbury/show.htm 
 

July 26        Bancroft Gem & Mineral Club 13th Annual Gem & Mineral Show 
 Sunday 10 am—4pm 
 Bancroft Legion Hall, Station St. Bancroft, On 

Admission: $2/adult, children & students (18 yrs & under) free 
Contact: Al Burnett, R.R.1, Bancroft, ON, K0L 1CO; email: alrocks16@yahoo.ca 
 

Club Notes:  
The club is extending a huge gratitude to Lori  Bruner (Susan Wakeley’s daughter) for assistance in getting 
our website back on line. Lori spent a number of hours with the transition and we are most grateful.  
Thanks Lori. 
 
It is with sadness that we note that a former club member and Paris resident  Howard Parkhill passed away 
on Feb. 22, 2009. We remember Howard as an active club member through the 1980’s and 1990’s and for his 
friendliness and his contagious smile. 

February Meeting 2009 


