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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY – OUR CLUB CELEBRATES 44 YEARS 
March Program :    

Video – The Geologic Journey – The Atlantic Coast 
“The Atlantic Coast explores the deepest part of a long vanished 
ocean that was the forefather of the Atlantic. It pores over thousands 
of fossils whose discovery helped solve a problem that baffled 
Darwin, and shows graphic proof of how North America and Africa 
were once bound together.” 
Date:   Friday March 14 2008  (please note change of date) 
Time:   7:30 PM           
Place:  Woodman Drive Community Centre 
         491 Grey St. Brantford, Ont 
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2008 Executive 
           President : 
           Bill Boone 
           519-442-7543 

 
           Vice President: 
           John Moons 
           519-752-9756 

 
           Treasurer: 
           Karen Ward 
           905-525-0779 

 
           Secretary: 
           Kathy Campbell 
           519-442-6542 

 

     Show Chair – 2008: 
          Jenny Jones 
           519-750-0953 
2        2009 – Bev Anderson 

 

Newsletter Editor: 
           Roger Campbell 
           519-442-6542 

r     roger.camp@sympatico.ca 
           Social: Susan Wakeley 
           519-752-7690 
           Program: 

    Phyllis Czarnowski 
           519-752-8276 

 
           Field Trips 
           Gary Bechtel 
           519-756-8298 
           CCFMS Rep.: 
           Blair Batty 
           519-426-8409 

 

           Librarian: 
           Russ McCrory 
           905-389-6525 

 

           Workshop: 
           Brad McClelland 
           519-751-3141 
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FEBRUARY MEETING 
 
Our February meeting guest was one of our 
local professors from Laurier University,  
Dr. Gary Warrick, who took us on a visual trip  
of a World Heritage Sight in Southern Africa. 
An area west of Johannesburg an old lime 
quarry, The Sterkfontein Cave, has provided 
2 million year old pre-human fossils.  45,000 rock paintings, the oldest art forms dating back 
70,000 years are also located in Botswana, Southern Africa. 
 
Left Photo: 
New member Rémond 
Lehoux and Librarian  
Russ get to know one  
another. 
 
Right Photo: Members 
socialize and enjoy 
refreshments  provided 
by new Social Convenor 
Susan Wakeley. 
 
CLUB NEWS 
1. OUR SHOW WILL SOON BE HERE MARCH 29-30. PLEASE EMAIL turtlefeathers@brant.net OR 
PHONE (519-750-0953) JENNY JONES IF YOU ARE ENTERING A CASE FOR THE JURIED SHOW 
OR IF YOU CAN VOLUNTEER AT THE SHOW. 
Silent auction forms are available at the Woodman Centre during workshop hours or next 
meeting night.  Coffee and refreshments will be available on Fri. night before show for the setup 
volunteers. 
 
2. The club would also welcome new members Darren Chard who comes to us from Toronto and 
Rémond Lehoux from Guelph. 
 
3. Lapidary classes at Woodman Drive Centre – Wed. nights 7-9 pm. Please note that people 
attending workshops or wire classes must be paid-up club members. 
 
4. DON’T FORGET THE ROYAL ONTARIO MUSEUM BUS TRIP ON SUNDAY APRIL 20. FEE IS 
$15.00 PAYABLE WHEN YOU SIGN UP. CLUB MEMBER’S FAMILIES AND FRIENDS ARE 
WELCOME. THE CUTOFF DATE FOR THE TRIP IS SAT. MAR 29. PLEASE SUBMIT NAMES AND 
PAYMENT TO PHYLLIS CZARNOWSKI. We need at least 40 people to have this trip. 
 
5. Library- Russ has back issues of Lapidary Journal for sale at 50 cents each. 
  
6. Note that our March meeting is the second Friday (Mar. 14) and the exec. 
meeting is 7pm Mar. 17 at Phyllis C.’s home. 
 
8. Phyllis Czarnowski has a few unfinished showcases if anyone is handy 
at woodworking. (519-752-8276) 
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WORKSHOP 
How to Drill Holes in Your Tumbled Stones or Beach Glass 

 
I drill through glass all the time, and here's the setup that suits me best, and is the most efficient 
(it works great for stones as well): 
I use a regular Dremel (or comparable brand) high-speed hand-held drill. If you don't already 
have one, you can get one at a hardware store. Don't get a battery-operated one because it won't 
go fast enough. Get one with a cord. You want the model that goes up to 30,000 rpm. The big 
warehouse chain stores often sell Dremel kits with lots of attachments, but you won't need that 
for this. Metalsmiths who have jewelers' flex shafts can use them instead, but I didn't want my 
flex shaft to be sprayed with water, so I invested in the Dremel drill which I use solely for drilling 
holes. 
Once you have your high-speed drill, you need to obtain a chuck that will hold tiny drill bits. 
Dremel now sells a universal chuck that will accept any size drill bit--it comes in one of those 
little Dremel accessory packages that you can find at the hardware store. 
The next piece of equipment is optional: a drill press. Basically, it's just a stand with a special 
clamp that holds the the body of the drill in place vertically, and a lever handle to move the 
whole thing up and down. You can drill by hand, but the drill press saves you so much stress 
because it keeps the drill perfectly in place as you're boring through the glass or stone. 
The last component that you would need to get is a diamond drill bit. I use 1.2 to 1.5 mm bits, 
and I buy at least three at a time because they are breakable. But they work the best and the 
fastest. If you need to make bigger holes, I would still suggest starting with the smaller bit, and 
then enlarging the hole with a bigger bit. It puts less pressure on the stone that way, and you're 
less likely to break the stone. 
Here is what I believe is the safest, best way of doing this: 
1. After I've set up the drill and marked a tiny dot on the stone where I want the hole to go, I put 
the glass or stone piece in a small plastic tray (like something from a frozen dinner) and pour 
enough warm water into the tray just to to cover the piece. (If you're drilling glass, make the dot 
with a permanent marker, then rub a bit of clear solid deodorant over the dot to keep the water 
from washing it off). 
If you are not used to drilling, you might want to put a small extra sheet of plastic under the 
stone or glass piece at first, to keep you from drilling a hole in the tray! I actually use a plastic 
phone jack wall plate because that has a couple of small holes in it already, so when the drill 
goes all the way through the stone, it will next hit the hole in the plastic plate and I can stop the 
drill before puncturing the tray underneath. 
2. I put on my protective glasses and a face mask, and then put the tray at the base of the drill 
press. I get a comfortable, firm grip on the stone that keeps my fingers out of the way of the drill. 
While holding firmly on to the stone, I bring the lever down until the diamond drill bit just 
touches the stone. The drill is not running now; I'm just trying to get the stone in exactly the 
right position. I always check also by looking at the drill bit from the side, as well as from the 
front.  (cont’d) 
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3. When I'm satisfied that the drill and the stone are exactly aligned, and then turn on the drill to 
a medium speed (for stone) or a medium-high speed (for glass). (The general rule of thumb  
is: the harder the material you're drilling, the faster the drill speed. Diamond bits usually work 
best at medium to high speeds. You'll soon get a sense of what works best for you). 
4. I slowly bring the running drill bit down to the stone and apply very gentle pressure for maybe 
about five seconds. Then I lift the drill bit up slightly so that the surrounding water can rinse off 
the diamond coating and cool the bit. A second or two later, I bear gently down again, then lift 
up, then press gently but firmly down, slowly and gradually working my way through the stone. 
Depending on the hardness of the stone, it may take you about three minutes to get all the way 
through the stone, glass even longer. You Have To Be Patient. You might want to consider 
investing in earplugs or ear protectors because it's a very noisy process. 
If you find that your hand is cramping or the stone is slipping out of your hand, lift the drill 
completely up and turn it off. It will be easy to correctly reposition the stone; all you have to do 
is bring the drill bit down (turned off), and you'll feel it slide across the smooth surface of the 
stone and catch when it enters the drilled hole. You can then turn on the drill and resume 
working. Again, if you apply too much pressure and try to go too fast, you will risk breaking the 
piece. Remember that you have to have water filling that drill hole at all times, or else the 
diamonds will fall off of the bit and render it useless. 
If you're drilling stone, there's no guarantee that it won't break even if you do this method, 
because some stones may contain internal fracture lines that will break the stone apart with the 
pressure of a drill. So you should decide at the start whether you want to risk the stone or not. 
I'd suggest practicing on cheaper, throwaway stones at first. And, of course, stay away from 
drilling in "cracked" areas of the stone. 
You can also do this without water, using special jeweler's lubricant instead, but water is the 
method that works best for me. I hope it works well for you, too.   (Via Mama’s Minerals) 

 
HINTS:  Disposal Of Tumbler Slurry 
Do not wash the slurry (that gunky stuff) from the tumbler down any drain in your home. The 
slurry will clog the pipe – running water will not carry the slurry away, it will solidify in a solid 
cake.  Wash your stones outside with a garden hose, using a plastic sieve or colander. To avoid 
contamination the stones must be perfectly clean before going to the next tumbling step. Use tin 
oxide for the final step. Save the polish slurry. Put polished stones into a plastic strainer and let 
the polish slurry drain into a container. You can use a spray bottle to speed up the drainage into 
the container. Seal the container with a tight lid. You can reuse this slurry on the next run of 
stones.  Add just a bit of polish to restore it. You can use the same polish 3 or 4 times before 
discarding it.        From Cobb-L-Stones 

 
Geology Word Puzzler 
What's the proper name for the cat's eye effect found in tigereye, cat's eye chrysoberyl, fiber 
optic glass, and other rocks and minerals? 
Chatoyant: (shuh-TOY-ent) having a changeable luster or color with an undulating narrow band 
of white light. From the French, chatoyer: to shine like a cat's eyes.1 
Alternately, gemstones that show a star pattern of light (like star sapphire or star diopside, a.k.a. 
"Star of India") are called asteriated, from the Greek for "starry." 
1From Merriam-Webster Dictionary online. 
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COMING EVENTS 
 
March 29-30:  36th Annual Brantford Lapidary & Mineral Show 
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5;  Paris Fairgrounds, 139 Silver St. Paris, Ont. 
Features: Dealers from across Canada, Crystals/Minerals/faceted Gems, Fossils, Fluorescent 
Minerals, Hands-on Educational Learning, Gold and Silver Working, Bead Supplies and 
Demonstrations, Industrial Archeology Exhibits, Jewellery & Giftware, Equipment/Tools & and 
Related Supplies, Silent Auction, Free Parking, Wheel Chair Accessible, Hot Lunch Available 
Admission: Adults $3, Children $1 
Contact: Jenny Maracle-Jones at 519-750-0953 or turtlefeathers@brant.net 
 
April 10-11:  35th Rochester Mineralogical Symposium 
Website: http://www.rasny.org/MinSymposium/MineralSymp.htm 
 
April 18-20:  23rd Annual Gem, Mineral and Fossil Show of the Mineralogie de Montreal 
Fri. 3-10, Sat. 10-7, Sun 10-5 ; Center Pierre-Charbonneau 3000 Viau St. (Viau Metro), 
Montreal, Quebec. 
Admission: $8, children 6-12, $4 
Contact: 514-955-3758 or 514-332-9028 for more details. 
Website: http://www.salonminerauxmtl.com/ 
 
April 25-27:  Toronto Gem and Mineral Show and Sale presented by 3416798 Canada Inc. 
Fri. 4-9pm, Sat. 10-7, Sun. 10-5; Oriole Community Centre, 2975 Don Mills Rd. West, North York 
Features: Precious and semi-precious gemstones, fine quality jewelry, amber, stone beads 
Unique worldwide crystal specimens, tools and everthing to create your own works of art! 
Admission: Adults $8, Seniors $7, 12-18 $6, under 12 free with adult 
Contact: Ohannes Bedrossian 514-989-9800 torontogemshow@gmail.com 
Website: www.torontogemshow.com 
Members of Toronto-area gem and mineral clubs will demonstrate jewelry making, faceting 
And lapidary arts. Unknown gems will be identified by qualified gemologist from the Canadian 
Gemological Association. 
 
May 2-4:  Spring Open House for Lapidary and Beading 
Robert Hall Originals, 138 Sugar Maple Road, St. George, Ontario 519-448-1236 or 1800-360-
2813 website: www.roberthalloriginals.com 
 
May 5:  Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral Club Annual Show and Swap 
Sat. 10 am – 4 pm.  Waterloo Community Arts Centre (aka “The Button Factory”),  
25 Regina St. S. Waterloo, Ontario       Admission: Free  
Features: Rocks, minerals, gems, fossils, meteorites, and more. 
 
For a complete listing go to the CCFMS website at www.ccfms.ca 
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World’s Largest Geode 
An Australian crystal museum has received delivery of the world’s largest 
Amethyst geode following its journey from South America, where it was 
mined on Jan. 30 2007. The 130 million-year-old Uruguayan amethyst,  
valued at $70,000 US is believed to be the largest amethyst ever found. 
     Standing 3.26 meters tall and 1.37 meters wide it arrived in Australia 
In October 2007. It’s new home will be The Crystal Caves museum, on the 
Atherton Tablelands. The Crystal Caves’ founder and museum director, 
René Boissevain became aware of the geode through a friend Carlos  
Sanchis Pereira, who helped mine the amethyst. 
    “Astoundingly, the amethyst geode is AAA quality,”  Boissevain says, 
“which is extremely rare in smaller geodes. If you were to pull the geode 
 apart, millions of top-quality pieces of jewelry could be made from it…”. 
    An entirely new room is being built to accommodate the enormous geode. Boissevain says 
The Crystal Cave was lucky to have the first offer of the amethyst because other museums 
around the world were jostling to host the rare find.  
   The amethyst will become a new feature of the spectacular 250 square-meter-long crystal 
caves, which include an 80 million-year-old water agate, dinosaur eggs and a large rose quartz 
crystal. For more information on the Crystal Caves, visit www.crystalcaves.com.au. 
From Rock and Gem Feb. 2008 

 
Age Of Ambers 

Amber has long been appreciated and traded by the Syrians, Phoenicians, and even the 
Vikings. The Greeks believed it was solidified sunshine, considered it a precious stone, a jewel, 
but called it Elektron for its ability to attract bits of material if rubbed on cloth. Nero, emperor 
of Rome, sent expeditions to buy Baltic amber, to cut as gemstones or to powder for medicine 
to treat inflammations and muscle spasms. Amber is a polymerized compound of hydrogen, 
oxygen, and carbon and contains varying ratios of succinic acid, several resins and brown 
volatile oil (amber oil). Polymerization is the process wherein the molecules of sticky resin are 
linked into larger molecules. This is unlike the fossilization or lithification process of other 
organic materials. Amber has a hardness of 2, a specific gravity of I and can be melted at 100 
degrees C. It can be cooked down to black colophony, or amber pitch. Amber varies in color, 
being found in blue, red, black, green and honey-colored. The trees, Pinus succinifera, 
producing amber-resin existed through the Miocene Age, but not all amber is the same age. 
Amber occurs in sedimentary rocks, or is weathered out of them. 
 

• Bavarian - 225 million years old 
• Lebanese - 115 to 135 million years old 
• Siberian - 80 to 11 5 million years old 
• British Columbia - 100 million years old 
• New Jersey - 90 million years old 
• Alaskan - 80 million years old 
• Canadian - 70 to 80 million years old 
• Arkansas - 60 million years old 
• Dominican Republic - 25 to 40 million years old 
• Baltic - 40 million years old 

(From many sources via Lapidarian 11/ 99 and THE BENITOITE, 11/99) 
via T-Town Rockhound 10/01 

 
 

Experience is something you don’t get until just after you need it. 
Via Golden Spike News 8/01 
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MEMBER NEWS - SPECIAL NOTE 
Member Paul Densem has been nominated for the CCFMS Outstanding Member  Award. 
For those unfamiliar with the Outstanding Member Award it is given to an individual with a 
minimum of five years on the board of the CCFMS (but shall not be awarded while serving), or 
with over five years as a hobbyist, promoting, sharing his or her talent, time and materials, and 
sharing the hobby outside of own club environment. 
Given Paul’s years of service demonstrating faceting at other club shows, along with work at 
the Beachville Museum, the Woodstock Fair, and local Board of Education, I think that we all 
agree, Paul Densem qualifies as an outstanding candidate for such an award.  
From The Conglomerate Feb. 2008 

 
Places to Visit: Museum of Ontario Archeology 
Canada's only on-going excavation and reconstruction of a prehistoric village retraces the steps 
which 1,500 Neutral Iroquoians trod five hundred years ago when they thrived in this village of 
elm longhouses and cedar palisades. Their resourcefulness and skill is evident from the artifacts 
unearthed by archaeologists who have carefully pieced together the clues of their existence.  
The spirit of the Neutrals' past whispers up from the smoke of a hearth in the longhouse, 
evoking for you the vision of life as it was for these early inhabitants of Ontario.  
Reconstruction of the Palisade and of a Longhouse began in July, 2007. 
Website: www.uwo.ca/museum/ 

           Hours and Admission 
• Summer Hours: May-August 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
• Fall Hours: September-December 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (closed Mondays &  
• Tuesdays)  
• Winter Hours: January-April 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Saturday & Sunday only  
• Family $10.00  
• Adults: $4.00  
• Seniors/Students: $3.25  
• Children 5 to 12: $2.00  
• Preschoolers: Free  

• Sponsors: Free  
• VILLAGE SITE OPEN MAY TO NOVEMBER 

(Weather Permitting)  
• 1600 Attawandaron Road  
• London, Ontario  
• N6G 3M6  
• Tel:(519) 473-1360  
• Fax:(519) 473-1363  
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Rock Glen and Its Fossils – A few fossil examples to be collected on our Apr. 27 Arkona Fieldtrip 
 
 
Cystiphyllum Superbum 
Hungry Hollow Formation 
 
 
 
Zophrentis prolifica 
Hungry Hollow Formation 
 
 
BRACHIOPOD:  
Mucrospirifer 
arkonensis 
Widder Beds Common 
 
 
BRACHIOPOD: Rhipidomella  
Penelope Hungry Hollow  
Formation 
 

 
 

Widder Beds 
 
 

 
 
From the Editor: A few notable members have not recently attended our meetings .  Your 
friendship and past participation in the club is very much appreciated and I for one miss your 
presence, your smiles and your fellowship. Please join us again. 

I would also thank all the members who help with setup and return of the chairs and 
tables at the monthly meetings.  

 
Brantford Lapidary Gem and Mineral Show 

 
One of Canada's Largest Gem & Mineral Shows  
2008 Marks Our 1st Year as a Juried 
Come See Our Member’s Display Of Fine Lapidary 
 & Jewelry Pieces 
Vote For Your Favourite Piece! 
 
Our Favourite Vendor Booths 
will also receive ribbons in different 
categories! (Selected by the BLMS Executive 
Ribbons will be displayed on Sunday.) 
 
 

  

BRACHIOPOD: 
Stropheodonta concave 
Widder Beds 

 


