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Inside this issue: 

Pictures from our Anniversary dinner in May., which was very well attended,  Please enjoy.  Thank-you to Rog-

er Campbell for taking these great photograph’s. 

 Our potluck dinner will be held at Robert Hall Originals on June 20th at 6:30pm, see page 2 for directions.  Be 

sure to bring your dishes and utensils and a folding chair as we may be eating outside depending on weather 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/
http://ccfms.ca/
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Please Note: June is our summer break potluck dinner.  Hopefully the meeting will be well attended 

and we will all have some excellent dishes to sample.  Come a little bit early and view the many awe-

some pewter creations, mineral specimens and jewellery in Bobs shop. 

Time: June 20th at 6:30 pm   

Location:  Robert Hall Originals in St George Ont.  

1. Proceed on Hwy 403 either east or west to Hwy 24 (exit 36)  

2. Take exit 36 toward King George Road/ON-24 North towards Cambridge Ont.  

4. Turn left onto Fairview Dr. if going west on 403, turn left onto Hwy 24 towards Cambridge, if going east on Hwy 403 onto 

Hwy 24 towards Cambridge.. 

5. If turning onto Fairview take the 1st right onto King George Rd/ON-24 N Continue to follow ON-24 6.3 km  

6. Turn right onto German School Rd 1.9 km  

7. Take the 1st left onto Trillium Ln Destination will be on the right. 

Please view the full google map or use your GPS if these instructions are confusing.  

Our workshop is open on Wednesday's from  1:00 to 4:00 and from 7 to 9 in the evening, Please call Brad to confirm shop will 

be open.  If no one shows up by 7:30 Brad will leave the shop.  Brads day time work number is 519–752-3717 

Map from Robert Hall Originals website 

http://www.roberthalloriginals.com/ 

Hope to see many members at the potluck. 
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Club News 
Field Trips: Our Field Trip Chairman, Kathy LaHay, is planning our fall field trips right now.  So if any member has an idea for a field trip in 

2014 please let the Field Trip executive know. 

Program: No speaker for June due to our Potluck  supper.  Be sure to bring a dish and utensils and of course a appetizer, entre or dessert. A trip is 

being planned to the ROM in the fall.  Please contact Kathy Lahay at 519-725-4678 or fayemeadows@rogers.com  if you plan on attending. 

Workshop:    Our workshop is open Wednesdays from 1:00 to 4:00 pm and 7:00 to 9:00 pm New grinding wheels have now been installed  so we 

encourage members to come out and give them a try when making their cabochons. If you are going to arrive later then 7:30 then please call Brads 

day time work number—519–752-3717 to let him know.   

2015 Show: Our Show Chair, Kim LeBlanc, is already working on the 2015 show.  We are asking the membership to think about a theme for our 

2015 show.  So if you have an idea for a theme please contact Kim or John and let them know.  

CCFMS: Check Website for updates— http://www.ccfms.ca  

Library:  There are many great books that can be enjoyed from our library.  Roger Campbell and Russ McCrory would like to remind members to 

bring back any books that have been taken out.  There are many interesting books available in the library for members to use. 

        

July 5th-6th Prince Edward County Rock, Gem & Mineral Show.  3rd Annual show expanded to 2 days 

  Rekindle the rock-hound in you and discover nature's treasures at our 3rd annual event - showcasing gem and 

  mineral, lapidary and jewellery exhibitors in the historic Crystal Palace - 375 Main Street, Picton.  

  Theme this year is "Volcanoes". Other activities  

  Other activities “The Great Volcano Building Contest”, Crystal Cavern & metal detector seek and find activity. 

  PEC Fairgrounds - Crystal Palace,375 Main Street, Picton On, 10am to 5 pm Admission: $3.00, 12 and under 

  free 

  Contact: 613-476-5510 or email John Zandarin at howhardcanitbe@sympatico.ca 

July 18th-20th 32nd Annual Sudbury Gem and Mineral Show “Northern Ontario’s Largest Gem and Mineral Show. 

  Fri. 5 pm-9pm, Sat. 10 am-6pm, Sun. 10 am-5pm. Location :Carmichael Arena, 1298 Bancroft Drive across from 

  Minnow Lake; 1 km. south of the Kingsway (Hwy. 17 East) 

  Admission: Adults $5, Seniors (60+) $3, Kids 6-12 $1, Kids under 5 free with adult 

  Features: Dealers; displays; demonstrations; door prizes (including amethyst geode grand door prize); silent auc

  tions; kid’s activities; mineral identification; video theatre; field trip Sun. at noon; BBQ Fri, Sat and Sun; free  

  handouts and literature; outside dealers/swap area Sat. 11 am-4 pm; prospectors and metal detecting displays; 

  free parking 

  Contact: Ed Debicki (705) 522-5140, E-mail: "mailto:ed.debicki@sympatico.ca"  

  Website: "http://www.ccfms.ca/clubs/Sudbury/show.htm" 

July 2th  Bancroft Gem & Mineral Club 17th Annual Gem & Mineral Show 

  Sunday 10 am-4pm.   Bancroft Legion Hall, Station St., Bancroft, ON  Features: 25 dealers plus silent and live 

  auctions  Admission: $3/adult, children & students (18 yrs. & under) free.                                                          

   Contact: Frank Melanson at 613-332-1032  

July 31-Aug. 3 Bancroft Annual Gemboree.  Canadas Largest Gem and Mineral Show.  For more information contact the Ban

  croft & District Chamber of Commerce Ph. 1-888-443-9999 or visit our website  http:/rockhoundgembree.ca   

August 16    Robert Hall Originals Family Rock Hound day—10am to 4pm—Guest speaker, Kids Fossil Dig $1.00, Kids craft 

  free.  Explore the rock pile, Giant silent auction (bring your own item(s) to sell.  Mineral identification so bring a 

  specimen.  For more information go to www.roberthalloriginals.com or call  1-800-360-2813 

“For more event listings please go to the CCFMS website at http://www.ccfms.ca/Events/events2014.html” 

Members -Buy, Sell, Trade or Give away section 

Estate Collection of minerals and stones for sale Contact: -plm.warwick@gmail.com, or  ph. 905-849-4107 
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Jume's Birthstone—Pearl 

Pearl is the modern June birthstone.  It is also the birthstone for the star signs of 

Gemini and Cancer.  Fresh water pearls are given on the first wedding anniversary.  

Pearls are also given on the 3rd, 12th and 30th anniversary. 

There are many types of pearls including: 

natural pearls; cultured pearls (which are made when a human intentionally inserts 

foreign tissue into a living oyster); Biwa pearls which are freshwater pearls from 

Lake Biwa in Japan; baroque pearls which are (irregularly-shaped; freshwater 

pearls; blister pearls are those pearls that are grown attached to the inside of the 

shell; black pearls which vary from gray to black; seed pearls; and Mabe pearls 

which are cultivated blister pearls. 

The host secretes a lustrous substance, called nacre, to cover the bit of sand or other 

irritant that finds its way inside the mollusk. Layers of nacre build up around the 

intruding article to protect it's soft interior. This process may take as long as eight 

years to create a pearl. 

Ultrasonic cleaners are great for cleaning some jewelry but is not recommended for 

pearls. 

Some of the more famous Pearls are: 

The Abernathy Pearl—Found in 1967 in River Tay, Scotland.  Little Willie, as 

this pearl is affectionately called, was found in 1967 by a well-known pearl fisher-

man by the name of William Abernethy...hence the nickname. It came from the 

River Tay.  It's hard to realize the Abernathy pearl (Abernethy) is a freshwater river 

pearl, which came from a Unio Margaretifera mussel, so perfectly round, so large 

(comparable to the size of a marble) and full of glowing luster. Fortunately, the 

Abernathy pearl is on display for the public to view at Cairncross Jewelry Store in 

Perth, Scotland. 

APHRODITE PIN --So...how far back did people value pearls? Well...this pin 

from the sanctuary of Aphrodite in Cyprus, dating 300 BC gives us a clue. It's one 

of the oldest objects containing pearls, making these famous pearls, which are 

thought to be of different origins...the larger one saltwater and the smaller one 

freshwater.  

The Aphrodite pin was discovered by archaeologists at the site of the sanctuary of 

Aphrodite that was situated at the old city of Phapos, near the modern village of 

Kouklia, on the southwestern coast of Cyprus. The sanctuary of Aphrodite was the 

main religious center in the island of Cyprus, in ancient times, and was well known 

throughout the ancient Mediterranean region. The sanctuary dates back to around 

1200 BC. During the Roman period the sanctuary was connected to the new city of 

Paphos to the west, by a sacred road. Cyprus, came under the rule of the Ptolemies 

of Egypt, for nearly two and a half centuries, from 294 BC. It is believed that dur-

ing this period of rule, the Aphrodite pin was dedicated by the wife of a member of 

the Ptolemaic court to the goddess Aphrodite. An inscription found with the pin 

reads as follows :- "To the Paphian Aphrodite Eubola vowed this the wife of Ara-

tas, the kinsman and Tamisa." 

 

Abernathy Pearl 

Abernathy Pearl 

Head of the Aphrodite Pin 
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BOSSES' STRING OF PEARLS --Mikimoto's famous pearls which he gathered over a 

10 year period and hand picked himself for this graduated pearl necklace. This treasured 

necklace consists of 49 large pearls. The center pearl is 14mm in diameter. It's on display 

at the Mikimoto Memorial Hall on Pearl Island in Toba, Japan. 

Kokichi Mikimoto was fondly called, "Taisho ren" or "Big Boss," by his workers is his 

personal creation.  Mikimoto himself designed this graduated pearl necklace with pearls 

he hand picked over a 10 year period.  This treasured graduated pearl necklace consists 

of 49 large pearls. The center pearl is 14mm in diameter. It's on display at the Mikimoto 

Memorial Hall on Pearl Island in Toba, Japan. 

A member of the Imperial family who appreciated Mikimoto's pearls attended the coro-

nation of Edward the Seventh on behalf of the Japanese Emperor in 1902. He took pearls 

as gifts and presented them to the Count of St. James and to other aristocrats after having 

them mounted as jewelry in Paris.  After this Kokichi Mikimoto began concentrating on 

designing jewelry and began receiving orders from the Imperial House, such as for Em-

peror Showe's wedding.  In 1924 Mikimoto was granted title, "Purveyor to Imperial 

House" and his became the most prestigious jewelry shop in Japan. 

CANNING JEWEL--A jewelry piece from the 16th century containing an unusual ba-

roque famous pearl used as Greek sea god, Triton's torso, which bears a trumpet of a 

large shell. 

The Canning Jewel, a sculptural pendant characteristic of the Renaissance period that 

lasted from the 15th to 17th centuries A.D., incorporating a large baroque pearl as its 

centerpiece, combined with gold, enameling colored gemstones and diamonds to form 

the figure of a bearded merman brandishing a scimitar in the right hand and something 

that looks like a dragon's head in the left hand, gets its name from its one time owner 

Charles John Canning, Ist Earl Canning, known as Viscount Canning, who was the Gov-

ernor General  of India, from 1856 to 1861. This was a tumultuous period in the history 

of India, that saw the first organized rebellion against British rule in 1857, known in In-

dia as the First War of Independence from Britain, but otherwise referred to in history as 

the Indian Mutiny or the Indian uprising. This exquisitely crafted sculptural pendant con-

sidered as a lasting monument to the ingenuity, inventiveness and craftsmanship of the 

Renaissance jeweler, was believed to have been acquired by Viscount Canning while 

serving in India, in one of three possible ways - given as a gift to the Viscount; pur-

chased by the Viscount from its owner; confiscated by the Viscount, by virtue of the 

powers vested in him as the Governor General, the representative of the Queen of the 

United Kingdom in British Colonial India. 

The Canning Jewel is said to be 4 inches (10 cm) long, probably in the vertical direction 

from the scimitar above the head of the merman to the bottom of the suspended baroque 

pearl in the center. A large nacreous baroque pearl is the centerpiece of the jewel, that 

forms the torso of the merman. The remaining parts of the merman, such as the head, 

hands and the tail and associated structures such as the sword, the dragon head and the 

floral motifs, are made of gold and enamel, and studded with rubies and diamonds. 

Three large pearls hanging from the lower side of the pendant, has a dual function of 

decorating as well as stabilizing the pendant. The largest of these is a baroque pearl 

hanging from the center of the pendant, just below the torso of the merman.  The other 

two pearls are of the same size having almost the same cylindrical shape, one hanging 

from under the tail of the merman, and the other hanging from below the head of the 

monster held by the left hand of the merman.  

Mikimoto's Pearl Neclace 

Canning Jewel 
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The tail of the merman is studded with a central oval-shaped ruby and eight rose-cut dia-

monds. The entire setting appears to be a depiction of some form of victory by the merman 

over a dragon-like sea monster whose head the merman holds in the left hand and the sword 

used in defeating the monster in the right hand. 

CHESSY'S MEDALLIONS--Two Ohio River famous pearls found near the same location, 

but years apart. Sizes are 18.2mm x 14mm x 12.9mm and 16mm x 12.5mm x 10.03mm and 

are mounted individually in 18K yellow gold surrounded by princess diamonds. They are a 

part of the Latendresse collection. 

CLEOPATRA'S PEARL--Reportedly, Cleopatra ground up one of her large earring pearls 

and drank it to win a wager with Marc Antony. The pearl's mate was cut in half for earrings to 

adorn the statue of Venus in the Pantheon in Rome.  

CONCH PEARL NECKLACE --1900-1910--This natural conch pearl (4.7 grams) necklace, 

designed for Charles Walters of Baltimore, by George F. Kunz, gemologist for Tiffany & Co. 

and curator for the American Museum of Natural History, allows the pearl to be removed 

from the platinum and diamond basket. 

CHRYSANTHAMUM BROOCH--Made by Tiffany & Co. of American River Pearls 

DODGE PEARLS--Pearl Necklace linked to Russia’s Catherine The Great And Anna Thom-

son Dodge, containing three strands of natural pearls sold for $600,000. 

EINSTEIN--Owned by the Latendresse family and named by John Latendresse's daugters, it 

measures 31.4mm x 22.9mm x 15.89mm and weighs 63.51 carats. It's the largest gem quality 

rosebud pearl and is a deep pink color. At one time, Mr. Latendresse was offered $50,000 for 

this pearl, but didn't sell it. Einstein is an American river pearl. 

HOPE PEARL--This was named for its original owner who also owned the Hope Diamond, 

Philip (Henry) Hope. This freshwater natural river famous pearl, a pear shaped baroque, is 

about 2"X4 1/2" weighing 1,800 grains (3-4 ounces) and ranging in color from white to green-

ish-gold with a fine luster. 

 

 

 

Canning Jewel 

Conch Pearl Necklace 

CHRYSANTHAMUM BROOCH HOPE PEARL DODGE PEARLS 
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Since the summer is upon us and we will, as Rock-Hounds be out and about looking for and collecting minerals,, rocks and 

gems, a very good booklet on mineral, rock and gem collecting can be found at the following website  

http://www.scribd.com/doc/17526388/Mineral-Collecting-in-Ontario-e 

Some great sites to go to this summer: 

Bancroft 

One of Canada's best known rock collecting sites is located in the heart of Ontario's beautiful cottage country. Bancroft has been dubbed the Min-

eral Capital of Canada because of the number, variety and quality of the minerals found there. It has a long history of mining, with past producers 

of corundum,nepheline, sodalite, apatite, mica, marble, uranium, talc, beryl and feldspar.Each Civic Holiday weekend (the first weekend in Au-

gust), Bancroft hosts the Rock-hound Gemboree, Canada's largest annual gem and mineral show. A guide book is available with detailed direc-

tions to 30 sites in the region. Geologist-led mineral collecting field trips are held throughout the Gemboree, as well as every Tuesday and Thurs-

day during July and August. There are also several privately owned fee-for-collecting sites, offering outstanding specimens of apatite, biotite, 

hornblende, titanite, feldspar, beryl, tourmaline, quartz,  microcline, amazonite, euxenite, columbite and sodalite. 

Thunder Bay 

Thunder Bay is a paradise for amethyst and agate hunters. Several amethyst producers provide fee-for-collecting facilities at their ThunderBay 

area mines.Amethyst products are sold both at the mines and at retail outlets in ThunderBay. The area also boasts a new agate mine that is open to 

mineral collectorson a fee-for-collecting basis. 

Atikokan 

Steep Rock Mine, just northwest of Atikokan, is an open pit iron mine that has been out of production since 1982. Hematite, geothite, manganite, 

quartz, aragonite, siderite and other minerals may be found in carbonate zones. The Ministry of Natural Resources has collect ing rules in place. 

Bruce Mines 

Copper ore in quartz is found south of the Trans-Canada Highway and east of Bruce Mines at an old mining site. Mineral collectors have found 

quartz, jasper, and puddingstone north of the highway. 

Cobalt 

Silver ore and cobalt can be found around this former silver mining boom town.The mining museum has specimens from around the world on 

view and provides a map for a self-guided tour of local mining operations. 

Sudbury Region 

This world-class nickel producer offers a variety of mineral-related activities. Nickel ore and rhyolite can be found in the road cuts northwest of 

the city. Other locations within easy driving distance feature staurolite, chlorotoid, and alusite, garnets and almandine garnets. Science North runs 

a Path of Discovery tour bus to major mining sites and operates a rock swap area in the main building. Sudbury hosts an annual gem and mineral 

show in mid-July. 

Timmins and Kirkland Lake 

These well-known gold mining camps in northeastern Ontario feature gold and pyrite, several mine dumps, a depth of mining history and several 

mineral-related activities. In Timmins, the Gold Mine tour allows visitors to experience a miner's life deep beneath the earth. 

Manitoulin Island 

The largest freshwater island in the world contains numerous locations to observeand collect Ordovician- to Silurian-age fossils. Weathering of 

road cuts and surface exposure provide the best opportunity to collect brachiopods, bryzoan and numerous varieties of corals that lived 400 mil-

lion years ago 

Gold Panning Sites 

Gold panning can be done anywhere mineral collecting is allowed. Ontario is not known as a place where gold can be easily found in streams, 

mainly because glaciers scoured and dispersed any placer gold concentrations that might have existed. Panning can, however, yield interesting 

results. Grains of garnet and magnetite can be recovered throughout much of the province and tiny flakes of gold may be found down stream rom 

some gold mines. 

These and many more great collecting areas are available to us, so get out there this summer and collect some great specimens! 
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THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

Interim (2014) EXECUTIVE 

PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS                  519-752-9756                  Campbell.moons@silomail.com 

VICE PRESIDENT:  Looking for a volunteer for this position.  Please consider volunteering for this important position  

   

TREASURER: BETTY PERRY   519-488-1236   Robert@roberthalloriginals.com 

SECRETARY: DARREN GAGE   519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com  

SHOW CHAIR 2014-15: KIM LEBLANC  519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: MARCEL LEBLANC 519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com 

SOCIAL: RUSSEL JENNINGS   289-755-3002 

SOCIAL: CARRIE GAGE    519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM:   John Moons—Temporarily Only  519-752-9756        CAMPBELL.MOONS@SILOMAIL.COM  

FIELD TRIPS: K. LAHAY    519-725-4678  fayemeadows@rogers.com 

CCFMS REP.:   Babs KISIEL-PENNELL   519-751-3247  basia10p@hotmail.com     

LIBRARIAN: ROGER CAMPBELL   519-442-6542  roger.camp@sympatico.ca 

SHOP LIBRARIAN: RUSS McCRORY  905-772-6403                 russelldavid.mccrory@sympatico.ca 

LAPIDARY WORKSHOP CHAIR PERSON : BRAD McCLELLAND  Home  No. 519-751-3141   Work No 519-752-3717 

BUILDING AND WORKSHOP ADMINISTRATOR:  Bob Kergan   Ph.  905-517-1832             kergr@yahoo.ca 

Interested in Fossils, Gems or Minerals? 

 Then join the Brantford Lapidary and Mineral Society 

Name____________________________    Phone___________________ 

Address______________________________________ Postal Code________ 

E Mail________________________________________ 

Your interests (Circle): Lapidary, Minerals, Faceting, Fossils, Jewellery, Micro mount 

Send with $15 single ($18/family) to: Treasurer, Brantford Lapidary & Mineral Socie-

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/

