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All the best wish’s from all the club members and please get well soon to Karen Ward 

2012 Herkimer Trip 

The Group of intrepid RockHounds. Ace of Diamond Mine 

books as well as $240 to Isaac, who is home schooled by his 

mom, to help fund his trip to Europe as an ambassador for 

scholastic achievements. 

His mom said he won the People to People Student Ambas-

sadorship award and was going to London and Paris.  He 

needed $5,000. and raised almost that much money on his 

own but still needed about $300.00.   With the $240.00 we 

donated we brought him close to his remaining goal.  He also 

sold some specimens from his extensive rock collection 

(pictured below).   The books Kathy gave him were Visual-

izing Geology by Murck and Skinner and Physical Geology 

by Plummer, Carlson and Hamersley 

Our Hosts Bill and Anne 

 

Nice Herkimer 

Members from Brantford, 

Kitchener, London and 

Scarborough clubs donat-

ed some specimens and 

geology 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/
http://ccfms.ca/
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY 

JUNE MEETING –POT LUCK—June 15, 2012  - 6:30 pm 

Place: House on Helen St.  - New Workshop Location  

Potluck Dinner Meeting 

Our June meeting will be our annual June potluck dinner at 6:30 pm at the Helen St. house (our new workshop) in 

Brantford. Bring a hot or cold dish, KFC, salad, relish tray, buns, dessert and your plates and cutlery. Drinks will be 

provided.  A short business meeting will follow our dinner. Lets have a great turnout for our last meeting of the sea-

son!  Judging from past years this meeting is one not to be missed as there will be many tasty and delicious items to 

be sampled,  so come on out before the summer break, and don't forget your lawn chairs. 
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Upcoming Events 

 

June 9  NPGS 2012 Gem, Mineral , and Fossil Show and Sale—a GEO-VENTURE 

  Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm, Location  Mountainview United Church, 150 Glendale Avenue, St, Catharine’s 

  Vendors will have minerals, crystals, gems, opals, pearls, fluorescents, and fossils from both Canada and 

  from around the world for sale.  Many vendors will also have hand crafted, one of a kind jewellery and art.  

  There will also be microscope, rock splitting, flint knapping, and lapidary demonstrations, plus treasured 

  displays of member collections- including the NPGS Touch Table (where you can actually pick up and 

  examine rocks from Niagara, the Granville Province and volcano’s. NPGS members will be available for 

  identification and to talk about Rock Hounding (our favourite pastime). 

  Admission is a donation at the door, proceeds to go towards a Brock University Earth Sciences student 

  scholarship..  Free parking plus refreshments will be available all day and a chance to win a mega door 

  prize. 

  For more information a map go to: http://www.ccfms.ca/clubs/NPGS/show.htm 

June 16 University of Waterloo—Tour of Peter Russell's Rock Gardens  

  Meet at the Earth Sciences Building at 10 am,  Tour to last from 10 am to 12 am then pizza in Kathy’s lab.             

  Contact Kathy LaHaye at  fayemeadows@rogers or  phone—519-725-4678 for more information. 

Aug 18  RockHound Family Day at Robert Hall Originals 

  A fun family event!, Kids Fossil Dig, Rock Buddy Craft For kids – Free 

  Mineral Identification. Bring A Specimen! 

  Explore Outdoor Rock Piles! 

  Giant Silent Auction - Bring your items to include in the auction! Bidding begins at 11:00 & 1:00 *10%

  commission) 

  Free Rock Swap – Bring a table and set up you treasures. Contact us to reserve your free rock swap 

  space. 

  Saturday, August 18, 10 am-4pm 

  138 Sugar Maple Road, St. George Ontario  

  Admission: Free 

September Tour of the ROM gem  display 

  A trip to the Rom is in the works to tour the ROM’s Gem display sometime in September.  Cost would be $12.00 for 

  adults, $8.00 for ages 9-14 plus a additional $5.00 for a guided gem tour. 

  In order to help our field trip executive organize this trip please contact Kathy LaHaye at  fayemeadows@rogers or  

  phone—519-725-4678 if you are planning on attending, a minimum of 20 people is required. 
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From one of the humblest of life forms, the mollusk, comes the pearl -- a gem of unsurpassed beauty and elegance. Ancient civilizations 

had many stories to explain the origin of June's birthstone, such as the Greek belief that pearls were the hardened tears of joy that the god-

dess of love shook from her eyes as she was born from the sea. According to Arab legend, pearls were formed when oysters were lured 

from the depths of the ocean by the beautiful moon and then swallowed moonlit dewdrops. And the Ancient Chinese thought that these 

gems originated from the brains of dragons. The scientific explanation for natural pearls is almost as mystifying as folklore. When an irri-

tant, such as a small parasite or a fish lodges in the flesh of an oyster, mussel, or clam, a protective substance called "nacre" is produced. 

Over years, layer upon layer of shimmering nacre coats the intruder, creating a lustrous pearl. Natural pearls are relatively rare, so a pro-

cess evolved in which a piece of shell or bead was placed inside a mollusk to stimulate the production of nacre. This results in a cultured 

pearl, which accounts for about 90 per cent of the pearl industry. Divers find natural pearls in The Persian Gulf as well as in the waters off 

Japan, the South Pacific Islands off northern Australia, and the coasts of Panama, Venezuela, and California. Most of the cultured pearl 

industry is in Japanese and Australian coastal waters. These gems come in a variety of colors, from pure white to pink, yellow, gray and 

black. They also come in different shapes and sizes. Pearls have been a passion and even an obsession of people throughout the ages. They 

have been ground up and used in cosmetics and as a medicine to treat heart and stomach conditions. Some cultures swear by pearls as an 

aphrodisiac. These gems have adorned crowns, clothing, and temples, and were said to be a favorite of Cleopatra. Only those with royal 

status once wore pearl jewelry, but eventually these gems were seen among all classes of people. They continue to be viewed as a mark of 

taste and refinement as well as a symbol of purity, and they are often given to celebrate a marriage or the birth of a child. Pearls are na-

ture's perfect gift, suitable for all ages, and elegantly worn with everything from jeans to an evening gown.  

Alternate Birthstones  

June has two alternate birthstones. The first is Moonstone, a type of feldspar named because of its uncanny resemblance to the iridescent 

sheen of the moon. Varying in color from clear to blue-white or peach, it was considered by ancient civilizations to be a sacred stone, be-

stowing the wearer with great spiritual understanding. Some believed that the Moonstone could even make a person invisible! Mined in Sri 

Lanka, Brazil, India, Madagascar, and the United States, a gift of this stone is symbolic of health and longevity. The moonstone is charac-

terised by an enchanting play of light. Indeed it owes its name to that mysterious shimmer which always looks different when the stone is 

moved and is known in the trade as 'adularescence'. In earlier times, people believed they could recognise in it the crescent  and waning 

phases of the moon. 

Moonstones from Sri Lanka, the classical country of origin of the moonstone, shimmer in pale blue on an almost transparent background. 

Specimens from India feature a nebulous interplay of light and shadow on a background of beige-brown, green, orange or brown. These 

discreet colours, in connection with the fine shimmer, make the moonstone an ideal gemstone for jewellery with a sensual, feminine aura. 

This gemstone was very popular once before, about a hundred years ago at the time of Art Nouveau. It adorns a noticeably large number of 

the jewellery creations of the French master goldsmith René Lalique and his contemporaries, mainly to be found in museums and collec-

tions today.This gemstone is surrounded by a good deal of mystique and magic. In many cultures, for example in India, it is regarded as a 

holy, magical gemstone. In India, moonstones are also regarded as 'dream stones' which bring the wearer beautiful visions at night. In Ara-

bic countries, women often wear moonstones sewn out of sight into their garments, for in their cultures the moonstone is a symbol of fertil-

ity. The moonstone symbolises our being in its entirety. With its soft shimmer, it strengthens our emotional and subconscious aspects. The 

associations connected with that make it a "lovers' stone", evoking tender feelings and safeguarding the true joys of love. It is also said that 

wearing a moonstone strengthens our intuition and our capacity to understand. 

 

June Birthstone—Pearl,  Alternate– Moonstone and Alexandrite 
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What are moonstones and where do they come from? 

This enchanting gemstone belongs to the large mineral group of the feldspars, of which almost two thirds of all the rocks on Earth consist. The moon-

stone is actually the feldspar variety known as 'adularia', a potassium aluminosilicate of gemstone quality, which is also found in the European Alps 

near the Adula Group – hence the name 'adularia'. Another synonym for moonstone is 'selenite', from the Greek 'selene' ('moon').In their uncut state 

moonstones are rather unprepossessing and afford little idea of what it is that actually constitutes their charm: that mysterious shimmer of light. For 

that shimmer is not really shown to advantage until the art of the cutter has been brought to bear. Classical moonstones are always cut as cabochons, 

the most important thing being the correct height of the stone. The cutter must also align the axes of the crystal precisely into the zenith of the stone, 

for that is the only way in which he will bring about the desired light effect.Traditionally, the classical moonstones, almost transparent and with their 

bluish shimmer, come from Sri Lanka. However, they are also found in the USA, Brazil, Australia, Myanmar and Madagascar. Since bluish moon-

stones of good quality have been becoming more and more of a rarity in recent years, prices have risen sharply.For a few years, there have also been 

some green, brown and orange specimens on the market, as well as some with a smoky colour and some the colour of champagne, and some black 

and some reddish ones, mainly originating from India. Some have a cat's eye effect or a four-spoked star as well as the typical undulating shimmer of 

light. These stones are not only cut as cabochons, but also as artistic cameos or engraved with the faces of children, the moon or grotesques. But they 

too have the shimmer of light typical of the moonstone, as do the beads which are cut from suitable raw material for gemstone necklaces. 

Where does this strange shimmer of light come from? 

The shimmer of light of the moonstone is something very special in the fascinating world of gemstones. Specialists refer to the phenomenon as 

'adularisation'. The cause of it is the lamellar inner construction of the gemstone. Incident light rays are refracted and scattered in the stone. In this 

way, a unique light effect comes about, and it is this which makes the moonstone so distinctive and so desirable. However, this beautiful gemstone 

does have one weak point, and that is its relatively low hardness of only 6 on the Mohs scale. For that reason, moonstones should be handled with 

care, for they are sensitive. Having said that, minor flaws such as may occur when the stone has been worn for some time are quite easy to remedy. A 

jeweller can have a moonstone which has grown matt repolished, after which it will shimmer again just as it did on the very first day. 

Three-dimensional colour and seductive aura 

When purchasing moonstone jewellery you will come across the most astonishing price differences. The more intense in colour, the larger and the 

more transparent, the more highly valued the moonstone. Really fine blue specimens display an incredible 'three-dimensional' depth of colour which 

the observer does not really come to recognise until the stone is moved about in a playful way. Specimens of that kind are highly esteemed on ac-

count of their rarity and their prices are correspondingly high. The colourful Indian moonstones, on the other hand, are not only very much in fashion. 

They are also, as a rule, somewhat more reasonably priced than classical blue moonstones. This means that today, anyone can select the moonstone to 

suit his or her taste and pocket. 

Moonstones are treasures of Nature with a sensual and seductive aura. Not only do they like to be looked at and admired a lot; they also thrive on 

being worn and moved about a good deal, for only then can the soft shimmer of light which makes this gemstone so desirable really come into its 

own. 

 

THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 
MINERAL OF THE MONTH -  
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The second alternate birthstone for June is the Alexandrite. A yellowish or brownish green in color, this gemstone has the unique characteristic of 

changing color to a red hue when exposed to a glowing light source, such as candlelight. Because of this quality, it has been characterized by poets 

as "an emerald by day, a ruby by night." Alexandrite was first discovered in Urals in 1830 but is mined today primarily in Sri Lanka, Zimbabwe, 

Brazil, Burma, Madagascar and Tanzania. It is a rare and expensive gemstone, symbolic of joy and good fortune.This rare gemstone is named 

after the Russian tsar Alexander II (1818-1881), the very first crystals having been discovered in April 1834 in the emerald mines near the Toko-

vaya River in the Urals. The discovery was made on the day the future tsar came of age. Although alexandrite is a relatively young gemstone, it 

certainly has a noble history. Since it shows both red and green, the principal colours of old Imperial Russia, it inevitably became the national 

stone of tsarist Russia.Beautiful alexandrite in top quality, however, is very rare indeed and hardly ever used in modern jewellery. In antique Rus-

sian jewellery you may come across it with a little luck, since Russian master jewellers loved this stone. Tiffany’s master gemmologist George 

Frederick Kunz (1856-1932) was also fascinated by alexandrite, and the jeweller’s firm produced some beautiful series of rings and platinum en-

sembles at the end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th century. Smaller alexandrites were occasionally also used in Victorian jewellery from 

England. 

The magic of changing colours 

The most sensational feature about this stone, however, is its surprising ability to change its colour. Green or bluish-green in daylight, alexandrite 

turns a soft shade of red, purplish-red or raspberry red in incandescent light. This unique optical characteristic makes it one of the most valuable 

gemstones of all, especially in fine qualities.Alexandrite is very scarce: this is due to its chemical composition. It is basically a chrysoberyl, a min-

eral consisting of colourless or yellow transparent chrysoberyl, chrysoberyl cat’s eye and colour-changing alexandrite (also in cat’s eye varieties). 

It differs from other chrysoberyls in that it not only contains iron and titanium, but also chromium as a major impurity. And it is this very element 

which accounts for the spectacular colour change. Rarely, vanadium may also play a part. According to CIBJO nomenclature, only chrysoberyls 

displaying a distinct change of colour may be termed alexandrite.Like many other gemstones, alexandrite emerged millions of years ago in a met-

amorphic environment. But unlike many others, its formation required specific geological conditions. The chemical elements beryllium (a major 

constituent in chrysoberyl) and chromium (the colouring agent in alexandrite) have contrasting chemical characteristics and do not as a rule occur 

together, usually being found in contrasting rock types. Not only has Nature brought these contrasting rock types into contact with each other, but 

a lack of the chemical element silica (the second most common element in the Earth's crust) is also required to prevent the growth of emerald. 

This geological scenario has occurred only rarely in the Earth's history and, as a result, alexandrite crystals are very scarce indeed. 

Nowadays not only from Russia 

Russia has remained the primary source of alexandrite since gems from the mines of the Urals became available on the market. When the Russian 

deposits were thought to have been exhausted, interest in the unique colour miracle decreased - especially since alexandrites from other mines 

hardly ever displayed the coveted colour change. But the situation changed dramatically in 1987, when alexandrites were discovered in a place 

called Hematita in Minas Gerais, Brazil. The Brazilian alexandrites showed both a distinctive colour change and good clarity and colour. Thus the 

somewhat dulled image of the miraculous stone received another boost. The colour of the Brazilian stones is admittedly not as strong a green as 

that of Russian alexandrite, but the colour change is clearly discernible. Today Hematita is one of the most important deposits of alexandrite in 

economic terms. Occasionally alexandrite with chatoyancy is discovered there, an effect which has not yet been observed in Russian alexandrite. 

Alexandrites are also obtained from sources in Sri Lanka, but the hue of these stones compares less than favourably with that of the Uralian alex-

andrites. They appear green in daylight and a brownish red in artificial light. The Tunduru area in southern Tanzania has also produced some out-

standing specimens since the mid-1990s. Alexandrites are also found in India, Burma, Madagascar and Zimbabwe. Although this stone is still 

considered a rarity, specialised gemstone dealers do stock it, especially since improved trade relationships between Russia and the rest of the 

world have ensured a better supply of Russian alexandrites to the market. 

A gemstone for experts and gemstone lovers 

With its good hardness of 8.5, alexandrite is an uncomplicated stone to wear. The more distinct the change of colour, the more valu-

able the stone. A fine alexandrite should show a vivid bluish-green in daylight and a purplish-red in artificial light, without any 

trace of undesirable brown or grey. If the origin of the stone is known beyond dispute to be Russia, we are talking about a real rarity 

of enormous value. Finely faceted alexandrites above one carat are thus among the most expensive gemstones in the world, rarer 

than fine ruby, sapphire or emerald  .Alexandrite is a stone for experts, enthusiasts and connoisseurs, a true understatement stone. 

Its uniqueness and high value are not evident at first sight. The mysterious colour change will only occur on exposure to different 

light sources. But if you really get involved in alexandrite, you will be utterly fascinated by this gem. Maybe you will also feel 

some of the mysterious magic and lore ascribed to it. It is considered a stone of very good omen. In critical situations it is supposed 

to strengthen the wearer’s intuition, and thus help him or her find new ways forward in situations where logic will not provide an 

answer. Alexandrite is also reputed to aid creativity and inspire the imagination 

Alexandrite 
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2012 EXECUTIVE 

PRESIDENT: ERNIE EDMONDS PHONE            519-583-9457   EMAIL:   

VICE PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS   519-752-9756  Campbell.moons@silomail.com 

TREASURER: DARREN GAGE   519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

SECRETARY: KIM LEBLANC   519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com  

SHOW CHAIR 2011-12: BOB PARRY  519-448-1236  robert@roberthalloriginals.com 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: MARCEL LEBLANC 519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com 

SOCIAL: SUSAN WAKELEY   519-752-7690  suewake28@rogers.com 

SOCIAL: CARRIE GAGE    519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM: BABS KISIEL-PENNELL  519-751-3247  BASIA10P@hotmail.com 

FIELD TRIPS: K. LAHAY & FAYE MEADOWS 519-725-4678  fayemeadows@rogers.com 

CCFMS REP.: RENE PERRIN   519-267-5415  aperrin@rogers.com 

LIBRARIAN: RUSS McCRORY   905-389-6525 russelldavid.mccrory@sympatico.ca 

WORKSHOP: BRAD McCLELLAND  519-751-3141 

Club News 

Field Trips: A tour of Peter Russell's rock Garden at the University of Waterloo is scheduled for June 16th from 10:00 –12:00 am, meet at earth       

      sciences building.  

                      Anyone interested in going to the ROM for a guided tour please contact  Faye Meadows or Kathy LaHaye.  A minimum of  20   

       people  are required to make this trip possible. 

September Program:  No program has been organized yet, please see Septembers newsletter for updates. 

CCFMS:  No news at the present time other then Jim Glen has resumed his role as field trip coordinator  

                 For more information on the CCFMS go to website:  http://www.ccfms.ca/     

Workshops:  The house on Helen Street has been inspected by the executive and the city’s contract to us has reviewed by a lawyer and by the 

         executive.  So pending a review of the final overall costs we should have our work shops up and running shortly.  If your interest-

         -ed in seeing the house please come out to the June “Potluck” meeting and see the new digs for yourself. 

Newsletter:  Please everyone have a safe and enjoyable summer and remember if you go on any interesting “rocking” trips please take lots of 

      photos and send them in to the newsletter editor.  We, the members, would all love to see your finds and story of your trips. 

Bear? 
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Mailing address: 1 Sherwood Drive, Brantford, Ont. N3T 1N3     Website: www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca 

THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

You're probably a practicing rockhound if three or more of these signs apply to you...  
If ten or more apply you are advised to seek professional help immediately!  

 

-The sign on the side of the road says "Falling Rock" and you pull over to wait.  

-The severe sunburn acquired on your last vacation was a one inch wide strip of skin at the gap between the tail of your shirt and the top of your pants. 

-When you lick a dirty rock to show off the wonderful colors, without stopping to realize that you are the only rockhound in the group. 

-Watching the movie Armageddon while New York is being destroyed, all you can think about is all the great specimens there would be if that really happened.  

-Your kids bring you a "pretty stone" they've found, and you contrive to steal it. And you know you've done it. Don't lie.  

-You are convinced that buried deep in some secret government archive is a document that will conclusively prove that the entire US Apollo space program was 

conceived and developed for the sole purpose of getting a moon rock for a certain Presidential rock collection... The truth is out there!  

-You care more about what happened to the diamond in the move "Titanic" than the people.  

-You sob uncontrollably watching "How the West was Won" at the part where the farmers are clearing rocks and casting them off.  

-You bring a catchers mitt and a hand lens to a rock fight.  

-Your son hits his hand with your rock hammer, your wife screams it broken, and you reply it's a fracture, it has good cleavage, and has produced some unusual 

streaks in your son's underwear.  

-You've been found guilty of trespassing on BLM land. The judge sentences you to 10 years' hard labor breaking rocks. You fall to your knees and beg him, 

"Please, your honor, let it be in Franklin, New Jersey!"  

-Your spouse asks how the soup tastes and you reply, "variable color, greasy surface, low specific gravity, texture smooth with bits of ductile material."  

-When you lick a dirty rock to show off the wonderful colors, without stopping to realize that you are the only rockhound in the group.  

-Someone talks about cleavage and you don't think about women.  

-The USGS calls to tell you they've discovered a gravitational anomaly centered on your house and to ask if you might know the reason why.  

-Your family puts the birthday candles on a slab of amethyst instead of cake.  

-A truck throws a rock into your windshield and you examine the rock first.  

-Considering the purchase of a spectacular specimen at a mineral show, you wonder if all three of your kids really need to attend college.  

-You can pronounce the word "molybdenite" correctly on the first try.  

-You think the primary function of road cuts is tourist attractions.  

-You own more pieces of quartz than underwear.  

-You associate the word "hard" with a value on the Mhos scale instead of "work".  

-The rockpile in your garage is taller than you are.  

-You have a strong opinion as to whether pieces of concrete are properly called "rocks".  

-The local university's geology department requests permission to hold field trips in your back yard.  

-You associate the name "Franklin" with New Jersey instead of "Ben".  

-There's amethyst in your aquarium.  

-Your wife has ever had to ask you to move flats of rocks out of the tub so she could take a bath.  

-Your spelling checker has a vocabulary that includes the words "polymorph" and "pseudomorph".  

-Your children are named Rocky, Jewel, and Beryl.  

-You were the only member of the group who spent their time looking at cathedral walls through a pocket magnifier during your trip to Europe.  

-They won't give you time off from work to attend the Tucson Gem and Mineral Show and you go anyway.  

-You begin fussing because the light strips you installed on your bookshelves aren't full spectrum.  

-You've ever purchased an individual, unfaceted rock, regardless of the price.  

-You've ever spent more than ten dollars for a book about rocks.  

-You shouted "Obsidian!" to a theater full of movie-goers while watching "The Shawshank Redemption".  

-The polished slab on your bola tie is six inches in diameter.  

-You find yourself compelled to examine individual rocks in driveway gravel.  

-The USGS identifies your collection as a major contributing factor to isostasy in your state.  

-You know the location of every rock shop within a 100 mile radius of your home.  

-When they haven't seen you for a week, the shop owners send you get well cards.  

-You're retired and still thinking of adding another room to your house.  

-Your idea of a "quiet, romantic evening at home" involves blue mineral tack and thumbnail boxes.  

-You're planning on using a pick and shovel while you're on vacation.  

-You can point out where Tsumeb is on a world globe.  

-You think Franklin, New Jersey might be a cool place to go on a vacation.  

-You associate the word "saw" with diamonds instead of "wood".  

-You begin wondering what a complete set of the Mineralogical Record is worth.  

-When you find out, you actually consider paying it.  

-You've fabricated a backpack for your dog.  

-You've installed more than one mineralogical database program on your computer.  

-The baggage handlers at the airport know you by name and refuse to help with your luggage.  

-You receive a letter from the county informing you a landfill permit is required to put anymore rocks on your property.  

-Your Internet home page has pictures of your rocks.  

-There's a copy of Dana's Manual next to your toilet.  

-You still think pet rocks are a pretty neat idea.  

-You get excited when you discover a hardware store that stocks 16 pound sledge hammers and 5 foot long pry bars.  

-You debate for months on the Internet concerning the relative advantages and drawbacks of vibratory verses drum tumblers.  
-Your employer has asked you not to bring any more rocks to the office until they have time to reinforce the floor.  

-You decide not to get married because you'd rather keep the rock. 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/

