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 JUNE MEETING - JUNE 18, 2010  

CLUB NEWS 

 THE TELEPHONE  CITY 

Time: 6:30 pm  (note time change) 

Location: Robert Hall Originals - 138 Sugar Maple Blvd., St George, Ont. 

1. You will note that this month’s newsletter is arriving earlier than usual because we are on vacation early in June, 

please mark the June 18th meeting at St. George and earlier time (6:30pm) on your calendar. 

2. At Brad’s request we will have a Show &Tell at our September meeting for items or stories from your holidays. 

3. Thank you again to all the members who help set up and take down chairs and tables for our monthly meetings, it 

is very much appreciated. 

4. If you have collected any extra mineral specimens or fossils on your fieldtrips or vacation and need to get rid of a 

few please remember your fellow club members and bring them to the monthly meetings. 

5. Please forward any address changes to me:  roger.camp@sympatico.ca 

6. Have a great summer, plentiful collecting, happy vacation and most of all safe travelling and we will see you at our 

June meeting or in September. 

Special congratulations to one of our founding members, Ernie Edmonds, education consultant with the On-

tario Association of Medical Radiation Technologists, who will receive an honorary degree - Doctor of Science 

at the School of Nursing and Medical Radiation Sciences at McMaster University on June 11. 

Future Meetings: N.B. No meetings for July or August 

September: Katherine LaHay: Mineral Identification also Show and Tell 

October: Shannon Kennedy - Jewellery Design 

 Our meeting will be our annual potluck dinner at 

6:30 pm at Bob and Betty Parry’s store in St. 

George. Bring a hot or cold dish, relish tray, buns, 

dessert and your plates and cutlery. Drinks will be 

provided.  Arrive early as Bob and Betty have 

also welcomed the members to browse their shop 

before our dinner. A short business meeting will 

follow our dinner.  

Following the meeting Bob Parry will demon-

strate a new machine to drill a hole through a 

stone without using a diamond bit. Wait to you 

see this new method using high frequency vibra-

tion in combination with water and grit! 
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or between a couple of the facets on the 

crown, the repair is more difficult. 

Why? Look at your aquamarine, and 

you will see the faces line up and meet 

each other. To repair a chip on one of 

the higher facets will mean cutting and 

polishing the stone down deep enough 

to remove the chip.  

 

This will change the face where the cut-

ting is done and the facets will not line 

up as before. To do the job properly, 

often the entire top, crown, of the stone 

will need to be re-cut. This means all 

facets are re-cut and polished so all line 

up as before. This is done to prevent 

one large repaired face from messing 

up the arrangement and standing out 

easily to the eye.  

 

How the repair is done depends on the 

location of the chip and whether the 

stone is faceted or a cabochon cut. 

Then, where and how well the work is 

done depends on the contacts the jew-

eler has. To find a jeweller with in-

house lapidary service is a rare find, 

indeed.  

 

Be sure to ask if the work is done in-

house or sent to a cutter. Ask for an 

estimate before having the work done. 

Ask if the repair will change the over 

dimensions, width and length, of the 

stone since that will affect how it fits 

back into your jewellery mounting. Ask 

if the cutter can give you at least an 

idea of how much stone must be cut 

away to do the repair. I do know how it 

is done and what is needed to make a 

stone look right when repairing a chip. 

This is not easy work to do.  

When people tell me that they have 

a nice four ct. aquamarine stone 

ring, they tell me that they just no-

ticed that the stone was chipped and 

do jewellery shops actually repair 

stones? This is a good question and 

one that lots of people have to deal 

with. I want to say first that I am 

glad you have an aquamarine! This 

makes me smile in a sentimental and 

special way. Why? Well, with so 

much blue topaz on the market to-

day, the wonderful aquamarine has 

almost faded in the public eyes.  

 

Unfortunately, many do not even 

know about this much more valu-

able and beautiful gemstone. In 

years past, the aquamarine "was" 

the stone of choice for those special 

shades of blue nature makes. Aqua-

marine is a superior stone in all as-

pects to the irradiated blue topaz, a 

stone not naturally the rich blues in 

nature.  

 

First of all, most jewellery shops do 

not have the capability to recut 

chipped gemstones. Some of this 

depends on the cut of the stone to 

start with, whether a cabochon, 

round top, like an opal or onyx 

might be cut, or faceted as with dia-

monds, rubies and other stones with 

little faces, the facets, on the surface. 

The person who cuts gemstones does 

the work called "lapidary" or stone 

cutting. This work requires the cut-

ting and polishing equipment 

needed for gemstones. Almost all 

stones must be worked with tools the 

jeweller simply does not use for work-

ing metals.  

 

Stones are much harder than metals 

and require special and sometimes 

very specialized machines to work the 

gem, whether in cutting a gem from a 

piece of rough material from the earth 

or in repairing a chip in a stone al-

ready cut. While many folks do cut 

and polish cabochons, rounded tops 

without facets, the number greatly 

lessens when looking for those who do 

facet cutting. The equipment is very 

different since each individual facet is 

cut one at a time, through different 

grades of cutting from rough abra-

sives to the final polish.  

 

What Do Most Jewellers Do? When a 

chipped stone needs repair, the jewel-

ler generally sends the stone to a lapi-

dary craftsperson. This usually means 

sending the stone to a company where 

the work may be done. Sometimes, the 

jeweller might have a local connection 

to either a professional or amateur, 

some are the best going, for the repair 

work. The cabochon work is easy and 

more locals can do this work. For fac-

eted gems, having a local cutter is not 

common and most stones are shipped 

to a factory offering the service.  

 

The middle of the stone, between the 

top, crown, and the bottom, pavilion, 

is called the girdle of the gem. If the 

chip is here, repair is relatively simple 

for a small chip and will not affect the 

rest of the stone in a noticeable way. If 

the chip is higher on the stone, say on 

THE TELEPHONE CITY Fixing A Chip In Your Gemstone :  by Victor Epand 

Jade  

Surprisingly, there is no mineral 

named ―jade‖. It’s a general term 

applied to jadeite and nephrite. What 

are the differences between these two 

rocks. Jadeite is a pyroxene: a silicate 

mineral containing sodium, iron or 

aluminum. Technically, nephrite is 

not a mineral, but a compact form of 

either tremolite or actinolite. Both of 

these minerals are amphiboles: sili-

cate mineral containing calcium, 

magnesium and iron.  

Jadeite is made of interlocking, 

granular crystals, resulting in a sug-

ary texture with vitreous to greasy 

lustre. Nephrite, on the other hand, 

has interlocked fibers, resulting in a 

silky texture with dull to waxy lus-

tre. Pure jadeite is white, but in-

cluded minerals colour it green, li-

lac, pink, orange, yellow, red, blue, 

brown, or black. Nephrite is more 

limited in colour, including magne-

sium-rich cream coloured varieties 

to iron-rich black varieties, with 

shades of green between.  

Jadeite is perhaps most commonly 

called jade, even though it’s rarer 

than nephrite. Jadeite sources include 

Myanmar, Japan, California, and 

Central America, whereas nephrite 

comes from Chins, New Zealand, Si-

beria, Alaska, British Columbia, Cali-

fornia, Wyoming and Europe. 

So why are both called ―Jade‖?  

 Cont’d on page 4 
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

Biggs jasper is one of the more recently discovered picture rock materials. The first piece was found about 1960 in a 

creek bottom south of Biggs Junction, Oregon. It is one of the more distinctive 

jaspers even though it lacks brilliant colors, its design is unique among sili-

ceous rocks. It takes an excellent polish.  

Biggs jasper seems to have developed from the muds of short—lived streams 

that evolved on the surface of a cooled basalt terrain. The raw materials 

(plastic colloids, silica, clay and iron) came from the weathering of recent igne-

ous rooks and were deposited in the settling basins of stream channels. Heat 

and pressure from volcanic activity then served to form jasper, small creeping 

motions led to the marbled rosettes and picture designs. 

Biggs jasper is sandwiched between two basalt lava flows that cover Oregon, 

Washington and parts of Idaho.  

Condensed from The Rock Licker, via THE ROCK RATTLER 1/94 Via Glacial Drifter 2 & 3/01 

WHAT MAKES PETRIFIED WOOD COLOURFUL? 

 

It is not wood that makes petrified wood colourful, but the 

chemistry of the petrifying groundwater. Minerals such as 

manganese, iron, and copper were in the water/mud during 

the petrification process. These minerals give petrified 

wood a variety of colour ranges. Quartz crystals are colour-

less, but when iron is added to the process the crystals be-

come stained with a yellow or red tint. 

Following is a list of minerals and related colour hues: 

Copper - green/blue 

Cobalt - green/blue 

Chromium - green/blue 

Manganese - pink 

Carbon - black 

Iron Oxides - red, brown, yellow 

Manganese Oxides - black 

Silica - white, grey 

Jade-Cont’d from pg3 

Well, they’re nearly identical in polished form. Both oc-

cur in metamorphic environments, often within rocks 

formed at subduction zones. Each has a Mohs hardness 

around 6.5, is tougher than steel and has been used in 

tools according to evidence found in archeological sites 

going back 3,000 years. Both take a mirrorlike polish 

with pleasing translucency, and therefore have been 

popular lapidary stones. They have been revered as holy 

stones for nobility by Asian and Mesoamerican cultures. 

If you are buying jade, fakes abound! The carved stone 

that is most often sold as jade is serpentine. An easy test 

can be performed with a fingernail: it will scratch serpen-

tine (and most other fakes), but not jade. 

The website http://molly.kalafut.org/jade/fake.html un-

covers jade look-alikes. (Jim Brace Thompson May 

Rock&Gem) 

Biggs Jasper 

(left) A number of avid Brantford Club-

rock hounds were shown the ropes for col-

lecting Diamonds at Herkimer, New York 

by collectors extraordinaire Bill & Anne 

McIlquham on the May long weekend.. 

(above) Theresa LeBlanc with xl Herkimer  
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province, the First Emperor surrounded himself with nearly 

8,000 full sized terracotta warriors and horses in magnificent 

military formations, along with many other artifacts, in 

preparation for the afterlife. The warriors are often refer-

enced as the eighth wonder of the world and in 1987 the site 

was added to the official list of World Heritage Sites by the 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organi-

zation (UNESCO).  

Created by the ROM with our partners in China, The War-

rior Emperor and China's Terracotta Army features the larg-

est collection of artifacts related to the warrior emperor ever 

displayed in North America, alongside 10 life-sized terracotta 

figures from the pits of the First Emperor's Terracotta 

Army. Tracing key moments in history before, during and 

after the lifetime of Ying Zheng, the ROM is showcasing over 

250 artifacts from the first millennium BC, on loan from 

more than a dozen archaeological institutes and museums in 

Shaanxi Province. Nearly a third of the artifacts on display 

have never been shown outside of China, and some have 

never been publicly displayed anywhere, making the ROM's 

exhibition a landmark event. 

Together with a line-up of extraordinary programs, this exhi-

bition is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity not to be missed. 

In 1974, farmers in northern China accidentally unearthed frag-

ments of a terracotta figure - the first evidence of what would turn 

out to be one of the greatest archaeological finds in history. The 

terracotta army pits of the Warrior Emperor Ying Zheng. 

The Warrior Emperor and China's Terracotta Army premieres at 

the ROM and runs from June 26 to December 2010. The exhibition 

showcases artifacts from the tomb complex of China's First Em-

peror - the largest tomb complex in China, and possibly the world. 

Buried 2,200 years ago in what is now China's northern Shaanxi 

THE TELEPHONE  CITY 

 

AT THE ROYAL ONTARIO 

MUSEUM, TORONTO 
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MAY MEETING 2010 

(top left) Members Sue and 

Ernie inspect specimens and 

carvings and a narwhal tusk 

on display by our May 

speaker Kevin Kosar   

(lower left) Dawn Gage and 

Anne MacDonald enjoy after 

meeting socializing 

(below) Collection of pyrite 

by Don Oliver to demon-

strate our monthly mineral. 

Meeting Attendance - 38 
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

Tips and Techniques 
To reclaim cutting oil, pour old oil in half gallon milk cartons and add a small amount of water. Let the sludge settle for a 

few days. Put the cartons in the freezer (if your wife will let you), or outdoors if it’s winter. The water will freeze and the 

oil will rise to the top. All you have to do is pour it off. 

 

For field tripping in areas with no water, carry a can of shaving cream, push-button type, for cleaning hands. a squirt, a 

washing motion of the hands, then wipe off. Presto! Clean hands! 

 

Tarnish on sterling silver is caused by sulphur gases in the air. Chalk is a natural absorber of sulphur. Place sticks of 

chalk (blackboard chalk) in your jewellery boxes or around your silver jewellery to help keep it from tarnishing. 

 

When sawing geodes or agate-filled nodules, first look for the largest dome or ―button‖ on the specimen. It marks the 

upright position when the specimen is forming. Saw through the dome to expose the best ―picture‖ or surface. If the 

specimen is elongated or egg-shaped saw through it lengthwise in order to obtain the best exposure. 

Lighter Side 
During a heated discussion Opal screamed at Amber, telling her that not only was she not a jewel, but she wasn’t even a 

mineral. 

―Is that so,‖ Amber snorted, stating flatly that Opal had no cleavage. 

―Perhaps so,‖ replied Opal, ―but at least I’m not just organic ooze with bugs – I’m pristine, white, and smooth.‖ 

Great invention for fieldtrips  ‘The member’ at Dundas Quarry! But Officer, it’s hands free! 

WANTED:  Looking to pur-

chase drusy in pink, raspberry, 

cobaltic, pyrite, etc. 
Also, obicular Jasper, Red Creek 

Jasper, Atlanisite, Puruvian Opal, 

or any other blue /green stones or 

colourful unique markings in 

rough or cabachons. 
Please contact  Janice Peshke or 

email peshke@cogeco.ca 

For the next few newsletters I will 

be including some of our show deal-

ers  for advertising and quick access 

for our members. 

mailto:peshke@cogeco.ca
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYS-

Workshops at Woodman Center 491 Grey St. Brantford  

Wednesday Evenings  7 - 9 pm & Thursday Afternoons 1 - 3 pm   

Workshop does not operate in July & August (LAST CLASS JUNE 17 ) ( Sept. 15&16 fall startup) 

PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS PHONE            519-752-9756    EMAIL:  campell.moons@sympatico.ca 

VICE PRESIDENT: ERNIE EDMONDS  519-583-9457 

TREASURER: DARREN GAGE   519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

SECRETARY: KIM LEBLANC   519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com  

SHOW CHAIR 2010: BOB PARRY   519-448-1236  robert@roberthalloriginals 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: ROGER CAMPBELL 519-442-6542  roger.camp@sympatico.ca 

SOCIAL: SUSAN WAKELEY/   519-752-7690  suewake28@rogers.com 

SOCIAL: CARRIE GAGE    519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM: KATHY CAMPBELL   519-442-6542  kathy.camp@hotmail.com 

FIELD TRIPS: K. LAHAY & FAYE MEADOWS 519-725-4678   

CCFMS REP.: KAREN WARD   905-525-0779  karenpward@sympatico.ca 

LIBRARIAN: RUSS McCRORY   905-389-6525 russelldavid.mccrory@sympatico.ca 

WORKSHOP: BRAD McCLELLAND  519-751-3141 

2010 EXECUTIVE 

Internet sites to check:  

www.mindat.org (mineral data site); 

 www.ontario.ca/claimaps (Gov’t of Ont. claim maps);  

www.mndm.gov.on.ca/mines (Ministry of Northern Development);    

http://www.geologyontario.mndm.gov.on.ca/mndmfiles/pub/data/imaging/POP001/POP001.pdf  (Rock Ontario, an 80 

page article on the Canadian shield)    

Silversmithing Tips: 
When you get too much solder on a spot when making silver jewellery, and try to file it off, the process takes quite a while. 

To get rid of the excess solder without filing, take a narrow strip of silver 1/8 inch wide by 3/4 inch long and cut a slit in one 

end. Heat the piece with excess solder on it and touch the cut strip to the excess solder, which will flow up the cut. 

 

 Anyone who works with flat silver in making jewellery will soon realize that sooner or later every scratch in metal has to 

be removed. Common transparent contact paper, the sticky kind with removable backing paper is the answer. Place it on 

each side of the silver sheet for protection. Moreover, it accepts and holds india ink pen lines and will not pull loose when 

you are sawing through it and the silver.  
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Mailing address: 1 Sherwood Drive, Brantford, Ont. N3T 1N3  Website: www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca 

THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

COMING EVENTS 

Jun 19 Niagara Peninsula Geological Society presents Geo-Venture 2010, 10am-5pm at the Beamsville Fairgrounds, 

 Beamsville Ont. Held with the Strawberry Festival. For info call 905-994-0477  

Jul 25 Bancroft Gem & Mineral Club 15th Annual Gem & Mineral Show 

  Sunday 10am - 4pm 

  Bancroft Legion Hall. Station St., Bancroft, ON 

  Admission: $2/adult, children & students (18 yrs & under) free 

  Contact: Al Burnett, R.R. 1, Bancroft, ON, K0L 1C0; email alrocks16@yahoo.ca 

 

Jul 23-25   The Toronto Gem and Mineral Show; Fri. 4-9pm; Sat. 10-7; Sun. 10-5  

  Leaside Gardens, 1074 Millwood Road, East York, Ont. Adults $8, Seniors $7, Children 12-18 $6 

  Under 12 free admission with an adult. For more info contact Ohannes Bedrossian (514) 989-9800 

  Or email torontogemshow@canada.com 

   

Jul 29 - Aug1  47th Annual Rockhound Gemboree - ―Canada’s largest gem & mineral show‖ 

  Thurs. 10-7, Fri. 10-7, Sat. 10-7, Sun. 10-5 

  Features: Over 110 dealers of fine mineral specimens, gemstone jewellery, and lapidary supplies. 

  Highlights of the show include gold panning booth, rock and mineral talks with geologists from Natural resources  

 Canada, a swapping area, a mineral display and expert mineral identification services by Malcolm Back of the 

 Royal Ontario Museum, and geologist-led mineral collecting field trips. 

  Contact: 877-410-1513 for details  

  Website: http://www.bancroftdisrict.com/Tourism/rock hound gem.php 

 

Sept 11 Open House - Robert Hall Originals Annual Rock Swap 

  Sat. 10am - 5pm 

  138 Sugar Maple Road, St. George, Ont. 

  Features: A fun family event! Swap, trade, buy & sell rocks & minerals from a variety of vendors. 

  Admission: Free 

  Contact: inquiry@roberthalloriginals.com (519)448-1236 or 1-800-360-2813 

  Website: http://www.roberthalloriginals.com 

 

Sep 18-19  ―Wonders of the Earth‖ the 42nd Scarborough Gem & Mineral Club Show 

 Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5 

 Don Montgomery Community Centre, 2467 Eglinton Avenue East, Scarborough, Ont. 

 Admission: Adults $3, children $1 Contact: scarbgemclub@lycos.com Website: www.scarbgemclub.ca 

 

Oct 1-3  Ancaster Gem, Mineral, Bead Jewellery Show 

 Ancaster Fairgrounds, 630 Trinity Road, Ancaster, Ontario 

 Fri: 9:30am - 4:30pm, Sat.: 10am - 6pm, Sun.: 10am - 5pm      Admission: $6, under 12 free 

 Try on the latest fashionable jewellery. See crystals, fossils & magnificent rocks from all over the world! Shop at 

over 30 dealers. Take a free seminar on rocks, fossils or crystals. 

 Contact: inquiry@roberthalloriginals.com (519) 448-1236 or 1-800-360-2813 

 Website: http://www.roberthalloriginals.com and click on Shows and Eventd 

 

  For a complete listing go the CCFMS website: www.ccfms.ca/ 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/

