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Inside this issue: 

MEETING: JULY 25,2021.     

Welcome from your new Board of Directors.  We hope that all our members are having a safe, fun 

and productive summer.  Our executive board has decided to call a members meeting to be held on 

July 25th, 2021 at 7pm via zoom online via: https//us06web.zoom.us/j/86752083285 or via telephone 

at    1-647-374-4685 with meeting ID: 867 5208 3285#.  We will update members on various matters 

and some issues that need to be resolved.  An agenda will be sent out soon. 

Message from Marcel LeBlanc—President  

I and my family were members for over a decade, we took a break due to the political situation within the club, 
but I am looking forward to seeing the club becoming the fun, informative organization it can be   I hope that 
all our members and their families are doing well and are surviving these trying times and remain healthy and 
whole. 

With the loosening of covid restrictions and the province entering phase three it is our hope that in the near 
future we will once again be able to meet in person at S.C. Johnson Centre. In the meantime we will continue 
with zoom meetings which have been successful with a significant number of members participating. 

Our new board is working hard to bring back the BLMS to becoming a informative, fun and enjoyable club 
again for all its members and we need all members to help make the BLMS successful after these trying last 
two years due to covid. 

Message from  Gerald Van Decker—Vice President  

I am excited to get back into the workshop with my friends soon! 

We have had four excellent online presentations since February and we will be lining up more for the fall and 
winter.  I like the online meeting format because it allows more of us to attend and for us to get presenters from 
just about anywhere in the world.  We will still have in person meetings and perhaps a blend of in person and 
online.  Please email me for any suggestions for how we do meetings and  for future speakers/presentations that 

you would like to see.  We have already demonstrated that it is quite possible to include live Lapidary 
(demonstrations) in our meetings and I am hoping to have actual Prospectors/Miners give presentations for the 
rockhounds among us.  Don’t worry we wont neglect minerals and Geo-science.  

Our May meeting was live from Australia with Justin Thomas Owner of Black Opal Direct.  We gave Justin 
permission to post the video, which was released two weeks ago and has already had  over 12.000 views de-
spite being over an hour long.  Anyone can enjoy it at, https//www.youtube.com/watch?v=2EeB6PcdETg  

Message from Alice Logan—Treasurer  

I am looking forward to working with the new Board and Members (e.g. workshop usage) that touch on financ-
es.  In doing so the club  will be in a much better position to manage club assets and services. 

Message from Rita Apanavicius—Lead Workshop Instructor  

                       Brad McClelland—Workshop Administrator  

It has been a long year and it finally looks like we can look forward to doing some of the things we all love and 
miss!  With the workshop opening looming, we are excited about some of the specialty workshops we have 
never run.  We are also excited to get back to the wonderful world of cutting and polishing stones.  Don’t you 
miss making your free forms and cabochons?  Taking those pesky scratches off someone else’s work, or maybe 
just cutting a stone open to see what’s inside?  Time is rapidly approaching when we can indulge in our crea-
tive and social sides and both Brad and Rita hope to see you there very soon.  

Message from Kimberley Cruickshank—2021-2022 Show chair  

Hello, for those who remember me I ran successful shows for four years in the past, which I found very reward-
ing and thoroughly enjoyed doing. 

It was always great seeing the friendly faces of the vendors, volunteers and show attendees.  We have encoun-
tered difficulties in the past two years that no one could have foreseen, but I am remaining optimistic that we 
will have a successful and rewarding show in 2022. 

We have discussed having different types of smaller shows, potentially from August to November.  Members 
are encouraged to input ideas  and  to assist in organizing these. 

I hope all our members are having a safe and healthy summer and I look forward to seeing everyone this fall. 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/
http://ccfms.ca/
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Our workshop is currently closed but the executive is working hard to have it reopened very soon.  Members will be notified 

once a schedule is worked out and restrictions are lifted to allow us to once again run the workshop. 

Location:  S. C. Johnson Centre– 16 Morrell Street , Brantford ON N3T 4J2 

1/  Hwy 403 to Hwy 24 exit South 

2/ Continue south to St Paul Avenue, past Brantford General Hospital to  

    Brant Ave. Intersection. 

3/  Continue through lights to Grand River Ave., Turn right. 

4/ Continue on to Morrell Street go through stop sign turn right to enter parking lot. 

Alternate Route 

1/ Hwy 403 to Paris Road Exit, turn left onto Brant Ave. 

2/ Continue south on Paris Road to St Paul intersection. 

3/ Turn right onto St Paul Ave 

4/  Continue on St Paul Ave to Grand River Ave., Turn right. 

5/ Continue on to Morrell Street go through stop sign turn right to enter parking lot. 

General Meeting:  July 25,2021 

Due to continuing Covid 19 restrictions this meeting will be held via zoom 

and phone in.  See page one for details.  

 

Workshop—125 Stanley St. Unit 5 Brantford Ontario 

West off of Wayne Gretzky Pkwy onto Elgin St. 

West on Elgin to Stanley St. 

Turn left onto Stanley Street 

Intersection of Stanley and Grey st.  

Small strip plaza on left, look for Manny’s on the cor-

ner 

Around back unit 5 is the Workshop see Rita or Brad 

or one of the Instructors to sign in. 

 

For directions to S.C. Johnson 

Centre. See instructions above 

Members will be notified 

once we are allowed to hold 

in person meetings again 
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THE TELEPHONE CITY CRYSTAL COMING EVENTS 2021 

Club News 

Field Trips:  Due to Covid restrictions no trips are being planned at this time.  Members will be advised as Field trips are planned.  If anyone    

would like to volunteer for this appointed position please contact any of the board members. 

Program:  We endeavor  to have interesting speakers and presentations at our meetings.  A volunteer is required to assume this appointed position , 

if you would like to volunteer please contact any of the BOD members 

Workshop:  All members will be informed as soon as the workshop is reopened.  Our workshop will be up and running very soon as covid re-

strictions are loosening.  Of course for the safety of all our members we will continue to adhere to all safety protocols as outlined by the government 

and Ministry of  Health.   Contact Rita or Brad for more information.  Again we look forward to our shop reopening and members returning to lapi-

dary. 

2022 Show: Our Show Chair, Kim Cruikshank, is already working on the 2022 show., If any member has an idea for a theme, or some activity to 

add please contact Kim or any BOD member and let them know.  

CCFMS: Check Website for updates— http://www.ccfms.ca  

Library:  There are many great books that can be enjoyed from our library. They are being stored at our workshop on Stanley St., once shop is reo-

pened they will be made available to members once again, 

   

October 2 Ancaster Gem, Mineral, Bead and Jewellery Show 

                             Saturday October 2nd to October 3rd 

                             Ancaster Fairgrounds—630  Trinity Rd S.  Jerseyville, Ontario 

 

September 26      Mode Accessories Fall 

                            Sunday September 26th to Tuesday September 28th 

                            International Plaza Hotel 655 Dixon Road Toronto, Ontario 

 

November 19       London Gem and Mineral Show 

                            Friday November 19th to Sunday November 21st 

                            Western Fairground District, 316 Rectory St.  London. Ontario 

 

 

 

For more event listings please go to the CCFMS website at http://www.ccfms.ca/Events/events2014.html” 

Members -Buy, Sell, Trade or Give away section 

• This place is reserved for members who wish to buy, sell, trade, give away any mineral or lapidary related items …. 
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FAMOUS OPALS 

 

 

 

 

Aurora Austrailis 

The “Aurora Australis” was found in 1938 at Lightning Ridge and is considered the world’s most valuable black opal. 

The oval, cut and polished stone has a harlequin pattern with dominant red, green and blue colors against a black 

background. It weighs 180 cts. and is 3 inches by 1.8 inches. The rarity of the opal comes from its size and strong, 

vibrant colour play. It weighs 180 carats and its dimensions are 3 inches x 1.8 inches. Dug from an old sea-bed it 

has the distinctive impression of a star fish on its back. It was valued at AUD$1,000,000 in 2005. 

The Aurora is the first large, fine, Australian opal mentioned in literature. Charlie Dunstan had found another large 

opal previously, but its blue-green colour play was not considered valuable at the time – although the stone weighed 

about 12 ounces (close to 1860 carats). At a depth of approximately six metres, Charlie found the brilliant gem. This 

treasure was rumored to have brought Dunstan 100 pounds. Altmann & Cherny purchased the opal in a semi-rough 

state (a rub).  They cut and polished the opal into its oval shape, and realising what a true gem they had, they named it 

the “Aurora Australis” after the bright southern lights in the night sky. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fire Queen 

In November 1906, Charlie Dunstan found “Dunstan’s Stone” (Later renamed to “The Fire Queen”), at 
the Angledool Diggings. She weighed in at about 6.5 oz. or nearly 900 carats. She was the largest nob-
by to date – alive with colour – “truly a marvelous gem, too beautiful for words!” 

After selling the stone for a paltry £100 to an unknown buyer on a trip to Angledool, the story goes 
that Dunstan got drunk and “lost” two other big stones. In November 1910, Charlie Dunstan was found 
dead in his hut from a gunshot wound to the head. The verdict was that he had committed suicide. 

After being originally sold for a mere £100, the stone changed hands several times, each new buyer 

finding it difficult to sell as there was hardly any market for big black opals in those days. By 1928, 

however, it was in the Chicago Museum, valued at £40,000 after being renamed “The Fire Queen”. In 

the 1940’s, it was then resold to J.D. Rockefeller for £75,000, who donated her to his prestigious family 

collection. 

https://www.opalsdownunder.com.au/learn-about-opals/intermediate/new-south-wales-opal-mining-fields
https://www.opalsdownunder.com.au/learn-about-opals/introductory/black-opals
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The Black Prince 

The Black Prince’, originally known as ‘Harlequin Prince’, was found in 1915 at Phone Line by Urwin 

and Brown. Perhaps the least significant of the four notable stones from the same claim, this gem 

weighed 181 carats and displayed a flag pattern one side and the other was red. There was a sand 

hole in the face. 

This black opal was acquired in England by a wealthy American serviceman, and later donated to the 

New York Museum of Natural History. Later ‘Prince’ became part of the collection at Forest Lawn Me-

morial Cemetery, Los Angeles, and was stolen at the same time as ‘Pride of Australia’. ‘Flamingo’ was 

the largest of the four notable stones in the Phone Line patch, weighing over a quarter of a pound at 

800 carats! This black opal plus ‘Black Prince’, ‘Pride of Australia’ and ‘Empress’ were the ones for 

which Sherman paid Urwin and Brown £2000 in about 1920. This was the most ever paid to that date 

for four black opals. Ernie’s sister Bertha named the stones. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pride of Australia/Red Emperor  

‘Pride of Australia’, also known as ‘Red Emperor’, was found in 1915 by Tom Urwin and Snowy Brown 
at Phone Line (off Fred Reece Way). The Pride of Australia is shaped like the continent. The 2″ x 3″ 
opal has black and blue veins interlaced with brilliant red streaks. By 1954, it had toured at least five 
World Fairs as “the greatest opal of Australia, and therefore the greatest opal in the world.” 

This double-sided gem cut to a 225 carat stone that just fit into a tobacco tin. There were two distinct 

colour bars. The one on the back was much lighter and almost harlequin, totally different to the main 

bar of dark, rich flashes of colour. Ernie Sherman bought ‘Pride’ plus another three stones from the 

miners for £2000 around 1920. It was the highest price ever paid for four black opals. The ‘Pride of 

Australia’ was valued in 1931 at £2000 on its own, and was sold in the 1950s from the Percy Marks 

Collection, Sydney. 
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In 1954, Dr. Hubert Eaton was the President and Founder of the world-famous Forest Lawn Memorial Park in Glen-

dale, CA, and owner of one of the most important gem collections in the United States. Percy Marks, Ltd., located in 

Sydney, Australia, was home to the opal when Dr. Eaton was craving for his collection. This firm was supposed to 

have the greatest opal collection in the world. The Pride of Australia was sitting in the display window when Dr. Eaton 

arrived. 

To Dr. Eaton’s dismay, the opal was not for sale. Dr. Eaton chose several other opals and told the firm that he wanted 

all of these opals plus the Pride — if the Pride wasn’t thrown in with the deal, then there would be no deal. Dr. Eaton 

wrote in a letter to his assistant, “Well, to cut a long story short, after quite a time, it ended by my going to the bank 

and getting a draft payable to Percy Marks, Ltd.” 

Some say the price was £150,000, but Greg Sherman reckons not more than £50,000 was paid for this mostly green-

shot-with-orange black opal. ‘Pride’ was later stolen from the new owner, Forest Lawn Memorial Cemetery, Los Ange-

les. 

Empress of Australia 

Empress of Australia’ was mined in 1915 from the same patch on Phone Line as ‘Pride of Australia’ by 
Urwin and Brown. First known as ‘Kaleidoscope Queen’, then ‘Tartan Queen’, this stone measured 3 x 2 
3/4 x 2 1/4 inches in the rough. 

The stone was shaped out and polished to reveal the glowing patches of red to best advantage, proba-

bly weighing 500 carats. Later, down at the pub, this, the most colourful black opal from the claim, 

slipped through the fingers of a local admirer, and fell to the floor, breaking into two pieces. Two al-

most matching stones were cut out of the first piece, each measuring 2 inches long and weighing 20 

carats. Ernie Sherman’s daughter designed a beautiful pendant for one half. The second piece of 

‘Empress’, measuring 1 3/4 x 1 1/2 inches and weighing 50-60 carats, was mounted in a gleaming neck-

let of brilliants. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Flame Queen 

The ‘Flame Queen’ was mined on Bald Hill in 1918, not far from where Dunstan mined ‘Queen of the 
Earth’ in 1906. Three partners, Jack Phillips, Walter Bradley and “Irish” Joe Hegarty took over a partially 
dug claim that was abandoned by a miner who left to fight in World War I. 

Lightning Ridge was a risky place to speculate for opals. The early miners used picks and shovels, bat-
tling fatigue and hunger and desperate to find an opal-rich shaft. Hegarty completed the partially dug 
tunnel, but when he reached the opal level, the site appeared worthless. 

The opal-rich clay, usually around 30 feet down the shaft, did not reveal any colour, which indicates the 
presence of gemstones. Once Hegarty reached the clay, he and Bradley tunneled vertically, a danger-
ous procedure that could result in the collapse of the entire site. 

At this level, with little ventilation and light, Bradley discovered a “great nobby”. Close to 35 feet below 
the surface, in a tunnel little more that 2½ feet wide, he was hoisted up so that he could examine the 
stone under daylight. 
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The story goes that Walter Bradley took a “bite” at “a great black nobby” with his steel snips… and re-
vealed the brilliance of opal within. They were offered £7 in the rough for the stone, which they re-
fused. Of the three partners, Bradley was the most skilled lapidarist and had the best equipment to cut 
and polish the rough. It revealed a dazzling red domed center with a greenish blue border. The three 
men, broke and exhausted from their labor, hungry from scarce food supplies, hastily sold the opal to 
a gem buyer for 93 pounds. 

Phillips, Bradley & Hegarty were the lucky miners, who shared the £93 that Ernie Sherman gave them 
for this collector’s piece. Cutting it would have spoilt the unique pattern. John Landers reported that 
the architecture “made this stone!” A black nobby as big as the palm of a hand, ‘Flame’ weighed 253 
carats. An oval, 2 3/4 inches x 2 1/3 inches, with a dome that a half-crown would not cover, displayed a 
broad bronze-red flash. The ½-inch dome was framed with a high emerald green 3/8-inch band (then 
electric blue from another angle). Thus, the appearance of a ‘Poached Egg’, the rather unflattering nick-
name that was given to ‘Flame’. 

One writer described the stone thus: “Suppose you put an egg in a frying pan. Directly the egg hits the 
pan, the white spreads out, leaving the yolk standing in the centre. This is what the exquisite stone 
looks like, only the yolk is a striking blood-red, raised above and surrounded by beautiful blue-green 
opal.” The cut and shape are highly unusual and enhance the natural formation of the stone. Under 
differing lights and angles, the stone reflects numerous combinations of color in a unique and remark-
able way. 

A Brisbane jeweller submitted the stone to the Queensland Geological Survey. It was established that 

traces of ginko, a fossil plant (Chinese maiden hair fern), occurring in Jurassic rocks but not in any opal 

deposits, were impressed on the back of the gem. The asking price for this unusual opal has continued 

to climb over the years with each change of hands. In 1925, an offer of £2000 was made. In 1948, the 

stone was valued at £5000. In 1973, $US 32,000 was paid. In 1980, ‘Flame’ was for sale again at a mil-

lion dollars! As of 1992, the stone was back home in Australia. In 2003, ‘Flame’ was put up for auction at 

Christie’s in New York but was passed in for an undisclosed reserve. (Estimated at US$250,000) Current 

photos confirm the beauty of this gem and no sign of crazing after 86 years of to-ing and fro-ing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The “Olympic Australis” is reported to be the largest and most valuable gem opal ever found. It was found in 1956 

at the famous “Eight Mile” opal field in Coober Pedy, South Australia. A miner working his claim found the opal at a 

depth of 30 feet. It was named in honor of the Olympic Games, which were being held in Melbourne at the time. 

This extraordinary opal consists of 99% gem opal with an even colour throughout the stone, and is one of the 

largest and most valuable opals ever found. The balance of 1% is the remaining soil still adhering to the stone. It 

weighs 17,000 carats (3450 grams) and is 11 inches long (280 mm), with a height of 4¾ inches (120 mm) and a 

width of 4½ inches (115 mm).  It was valued at AUD$2,500,000 in 2005. Due to the purity of the opal it is antici-

pated that upwards of 7000 carats could be cut from the piece.  However owing to it’s uniqueness, the opal will 

remain exactly as found.  

There are many other famous opals such as– Halleys Comet, Butterfly Stone. Red Flamingo. Queen of Alexan-

der. Harlequin Flame. Grawin Queen, Sunset Queen, Light of the World, just to name a few. 

https://www.opalsdownunder.com.au/learn-about-opals/intermediate/south-australian-opal-mining-fields#Coober%20Pedy
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Mailing address: 1 Sherwood Drive, Brantford, Ont. N3T 1N3     Website: www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca 

THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

Your (2021) EXECUTIVE 

PRESIDENT: MARCEL LEBLANC                  226 802 3185                 MARCPAUL56@OUTLOOK.COM 

VICE PRESIDENT:  GERALD VAN DECKER    GERALD@RENEWABILITY.COM 

TREASURER: ALICE LOGAN                                                                                         COWGIRLAL@YAHOO.COM 

SECRETARY:  KIMBERLEY CRUICKSHANK                                                            KIMBERLEYD131@GMAIL.COM 

SHOW CHAIR 2021-2022 KIMBEREY CRUICKSHANK                                             KIMBERLEYD131@GMAIL.COM                    

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: MARCEL LEBLANC 226 802 3185  MARCPAUL56@OUTLOOK.COM 

LAPIDARY WORKSHOP CHAIR PERSON : BRAD McCLELLAND  45DOGGOD45@GMAIL.COM 

LEAD INSTRUCTOR: RITA APANAVICIUS                                                                 APANAVI@GMAIL.COM 

Please note the executive may be seeking volunteers for several non voting positions….Fieldtrips, Organizing programs for meetings, 

workshop Librarian etc.  Please consider volunteering if you are able. 
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