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Inside this issue: 

Memberships for 2013 are now due,  Please either mail in your membership dues as soon as possible to prevent 

any interruption in receiving your Newsletter or other member    privileges.  Thank you and have a happy New 

Year 

Welcome to 2013 everyone,  We hope 

you all had a safe and happy holidays.  

Your executive is sure all our mem-

bers are looking forward to a great 

year collecting gems and minerals for 

their collections.  Remember our gem 

and mineral show is upon us very soon 

please consider volunteering and help 

make this our best show ever 

Decembers Potluck 

Long time member 

Carl Banfil Enjoying Potluck 
Andrea, Caroline, Phil (not Phil-

lip) and Marian the winners  of  

the scholarship money donated to 

the U of W 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/
http://ccfms.ca/
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY 

Presidents Welcoming Address 

Meeting: January 18, 2013 

Time: 7:30 pm   

Location:  S. C. Johnson Centre– 16 Morrell Street , Brantford ON N3T 4J2 

1/  Hwy 403 to Hwy 24 exit South 

2/ Continue south to St Paul Avenue, past Brantford General Hospital to  

    Brant Ave. Intersection. 

3/  Continue through lights to Grand River Ave., Turn right. 

4/ Continue on to Morrell Street go through stop sign turn right to enter parking 

lot. 

Alternate Route 

1/ Hwy 403 to Paris Road Exit, turn left onto Brant Ave. 

2/ Continue south on Paris Road to St Paul intersection. 

3/ Turn right onto St Paul Ave 

4/  Continue on St Paul Ave to Grand River Ave., Turn right. 

5/ Continue on to Morrell Street go through stop sign turn right to enter parking 

lot. 

A little note form the president.  

Now that the festive season is behind us, is it time again to think about  

our lapidary society.  

When we look back at 2012, we can say that was one year to remember. We left  

the Woodland Centre and we have now our own clubhouse and a very nice meet-

inghall at the S.C. Johnson Centre.  

We have to be very grateful to Ernie that he guided us through the year in a  

great way. Thank you very much Ernie! Well done.  

This year we have to concentrate on making the clubhouse work. Here is a  

challenge for each and every member. We have to use the talents that we all have and 

share them with the members of our society. We are doing great with the workshops 

on Wednesdays, we are working on microscopes for micromounting and we have had  

workshops with metalwork on Sundays.  We should be able to come up with work-

shops  for soap stone carving. 

 

 

If you have any ideas for what we can do in the clubhouse, we like to hear from you. It can be an event that will take a few hours or 

something that will go on for a few weeks or months. All we need is a few ideas and people that want to work on it. The board is 

willing to spend money on it .  

We had a great trip to the R.O.M. in November and we will look at similar events for the future.  

This winter we will also bring our library back on stream. Part of the books and magazines will be at the clubhouse and part of it 

will be at the S.C.Johnson Centre.  

This year we have to make it a point that we have great speakers at our meetings, because it is always nice and rewarding to have a 

good crowd at our membership meetings. Again ; if you have ideas for speakers or topics we like to hear it. Not everyone has a lot 

of time to dedicate to the club, but every bit will help and we have to do it together. At the end we will have a great club that we all 

will enjoy .  

John Moons President  
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THE TELEPHONE CITY CRYSTAL 

COMING EVENTS 2013 

March 2-3 2013: 

 Kawartha Rock & Fossil Club present the 20th Annual Peterborough Gem, Mineral, and Fossil Show. 10 AM - 5 PM, Sat-

urday and Sunday, Evinrude Centre, 911 Monaghan Road, Peterborough, Ontario. Admission $3; children under 12 free. For more 

info, visit www.rockandfossil.com . 

 

April 6-7 2013:  

Brantford Gem and Mineral Show, Paris, Ontario. 41st Annual Show. Paris Fairgrounds, 139 Silver Street, Paris, Ontario N3L 1V5. 

Admission: Adult - $5.00, 12 years & under, Free. Dealers, Demonstrations, Exhibits, Mine for Gems Display, Silent Auction Satur-

day & Sunday. For more information: President: John Moons– Ph: 519-752-9756  eml:   Campbell.moons@silomail.com or                                                               

contact Show Chairman: Kim LeBlanc Ph: 519-442-7372 eml: marcell@execulink.com or www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca . 

 

April 18-21 2013:  

40th Rochester Mineralogical Symposium, Radisson Hotel, Rochester Airport, 175 Jefferson Avenue, Rochester, NY. For more info: 

http://www.rasny.org/MinSymposium/MineralSymp.htm . Scientific lectures, many dealers, and exhibits. 

 

       May 4, 2013: 

       Annual club show, Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral Club. Held 10 AM to 4 PM, Waterloo Community Arts Centre (aka the        

Button Factory), 25 Regina St. S., Waterloo, Ontario. Rocks, fossils, gemstones. Free admission. 

Club News 

Field Trips:   Nothing planned yet other then the club field trip in the spring to Arkona fossil hunting in the burgess  

        shale, looking for horn coral, Brachiopods, and Trilobites.  Of course there is also the May long weekend   

        trip to Herkimer New York in search of beautiful Herkimer diamonds.  This year Nancy and Walter will    

        be looking after organizing the Herkimer trip, contact Nancy or Walter at………. For details. 

Program:  Our new Program Director Rene Perrin will be lining up many interesting speakers in the upcoming year.   

 While January’s speaker was not known at the time of printing I am confident Rene will have a very interest   

 -ing  program lined up so come out and enjoy. 

Workshop:    Our workshop has been running very well , it has been open most Wednesdays  all day and  Sun 

         days.  Many members are taking advantage of our new workshop  but the executive would love to have  

          even more members utilize these excellent facilities, with that in mind the executive is looking for ideas from 

         the members for additional activities, wire wrapping, chain malle etc .  Please contact either John Moons or  

         Edmonds with your ideas. 

2013 Show:   Kim LeBlanc has the organizaing of our spring show well in hand, all the Dealers are lined up and she will 

        be looking for members to sign up to assist in running the show.  Kim will be passing around sign up  

        sheets for Amissions, for the silient auction, membership table, and the great mining adventure.  Please  

        consider volunteering as this is the clubs main fund raising event. 
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

Lake Superior Agate’s 
 

Along  the shores of the great lake Gitchagumee there can be found 

a very beutiful treasure formed over a billion years or so by mother 

nature.  Lake Superior Agate is a fantastically banded gemstone, 

with often fantastic vibrent red bands, created by the high iron 

content of  the soils in the northern climes. 

How Agates Were Formed: 
 
More than a billion years ago, the North American continent began to split apart along Tectonic Plates. Magma upwelled into 

iron-rich lava flows throughout thee Mid Continent Rift system including what is now the Minnesota Iron Range region. 

These flows are now exposed along the north and south shores of Lake Superior. The Tectonic forces that attempted to pull 

the continent apart, and which left behind the lava flows, also created the Superior trough, a depressed region that became the 

basin of Lake Superior. 

The lava flows formed the conditions for creation of Lake Superior agates. As the lava solidified, water vapor and carbon di-

oxide trapped within the solidified flows formed a Vescular texture (literally millions of small bubbles). Later, groundwater 

transported ferric iron, silica, and other dissolved minerals passed through the trapped gas vesicles. These quartz-rich ground-

water solutions deposited concentric bands of fine-grained Quartz called Chalcedony or embedded agates. 

Over the next billion years, erosion exposed a number of the quartz-filled, banded vesicles—agates—were freed by running 

water and chemical disintegration of the lavas, since these vesicles were now harder than the lava rocks that contained them. 

The vast majority, however, remained lodged in the lava flows until the next major geologic event that changed them and 

Minnesota. 

During the Wisconsin glaciation, a lobe of glacial ice, the Superior lobe, moved into Minnesota through the agate-filled Supe-

rior trough. The glacier picked up surface agates and transported them south. Its crushing action and cycle of freezing and 

thawing at its base also freed many agates from within the lava flows and transported them, too. The advancing glacier acted 

like an enormous rock tumbler, abrading, fracturing, and rough-polishing the agates.   

Where: 

Lake Superior Agate can be found from the Thunder Bay region in Ontario, in Northern Minnesota. and in Northern Michi-

gan along this Great Lakes shores.  The Lake Superior agate is noted for its rich red, orange, and yellow colouring. This 

color scheme is caused by the oxidation of iron. Iron leached from rocks provided the pigment that gives the gemstone its 

beautiful array of color. The concentration of iron and the amount of oxidation determine the color within or between an 

agate's bands. There can also be white, grey and red coloring on the rocks as well. 
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THE Description: 

Agate gemstone comes in various sizes. The gas pockets in which the agates formed were primarily small, about 1 cm in diame-

ter. A few Lake Superior agates have been found that are 22 cm in diameter with a mass exceeding 10 kilograms. Very large 

agates are extremely rare. 

The most common type of Lake Superior agate is the fortification agate with its eye-catching banding patterns. Each band, when 

traced around an exposed pattern or "face," connects with itself like the walls of a fort, hence the name fortification agate. 

A common subtype of the fortification agate is the parallel-banded, onyx-fortification or water-level agate. Perfectly straight, 

parallel bands occur over all or part of these stones. The straight bands were produced by puddles of quartz-rich solutions that 

crystallized inside the gas pocket under very low fluid  pressure. The parallel nature of the bands also indicates the agate's posi-

tion inside the lava flow. 

Probably the most popular Lake Superior agate is also one of the rarest. The highly treasured eye agate has perfectly round bands 

or "eyes" dotting the surface of the stone. 

Occasionally, collectors find a gemstone with an almost perfectly smooth natural surface. These rare agates are believed to have 

spent a long time tumbling back and forth in the waves along some long-vanished, wave-battered rocky beach. They are called, 

appropriately enough, "water-washed" agates.  

One of the most appealing reasons for naming the Lake Superior agate as the Minnesota state gemstone is its general availability. 

Glacial activity spread agates throughout northeastern and central Minnesota, northwestern Wisconsin, Northern Iowa, and 

Michigan's Upper Peninsula in the United States and the area around Thunder Bay, Ontario.  Glaciers also spread Lake Superior 

agates far to the south,  in fact Lake Superior agates have been found in gravel deposits along the Mississippi River basin.   Other 

types of agate similar to Lake Superior agate have been found in southwestern Wisconsin. 

Some nice examples of “Thomsonite” agates 

Finding Agates 

Typically the richly colored banding pattern is not well exposed and prospectors must look for other clues to the presence of agates. 

The following characteristics are used to identify agates in the field. 

· Band planes along which the agate has broken are sometimes visible, giving the rock a peeled texture. It appears as though the 

bands were partially peeled off like a banana skin. 

· Iron-oxide staining is found on nearly all agates to some degree, and generally covers much of the rock. Such staining can be 

many different colors, but the most common are shades of rust-red and yellow. 

       · Translucence is an optical feature produced by chalcedony quartz, the principal constituent of  agates. The quartz allows light to          

penetrate, producing a glow. Sunny days are best for observing translucence. 

· A glossy, waxy appearance, especially on a chipped or broken surface, is another clue. 

· A pitted texture often covers the rock surface. The pits are the result of knobs or projections from an initial layer of softer mineral 

matter deposited on the wall of the cavity in which the agate formed. Later, when the quartz that formed the agate was deposited in the cavi-

ty, these projections left impressions on the exterior. 

The best time to find agates are when the sun is either rising or setting. Walking into the sunlight on a beach or gravel pathway will illumi-

nate any agate on the surface. This works for almost any type of agate except black ones. 
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

Micro-mounts 

What is a micro-mount? 

A micro-mount is a mineral specimen that requires magnification for proper appreciation, permanently mounted and labelled. 

 

What is micro-mounting? 

Micro-mounting is a hobby wherein the practitioners collect micro-mounts. Some people get confused (and even huffy) by think-

ing that mineral collecting is science. The world is much simpler (and more fun!) when you realize it is just a hobby. This isn't to 

say that mineral collectors cannot sometimes contribute to science (such as it is), but that isn't what it is really all about. 

What is a Micro-mounter? 

A micro-mounter is an artisan. There is a true skill and art to making fine micro-mounts. A good micro-mounter balances the art 

of making mounts with an appreciation for the minerals. It is, after all, all about the minerals, and mounting is done to preserve 

the specimen and allow it to be safely handled and studied. 

Some people study and collect micro minerals, not making permanent mounts or trimming material to fit in a certain size of box. 

This is perfectly fine. Such people often like to call themselves "micro mineral collectors" to make it clear that they are not mak-

ing permanent mounts. 

Why collect micro-mounts? 

You would be surprised how many spectacular crystals and beautiful sights are hidden on many seemingly ordinary specimens.  

Here are some strong arguments in favor of micro-mounting: 

1. Look through a microscope! Take a look at some good micro material and you will be amazed. Find a friendly micromounter and 

ask him or her to show you some nice things. (The next best thing would be to look at some good photographs taken through the 

microscope). 

2. Check the prices on some quality specimens at the next mineral show you attend. As I am writing this, I have just spent several 

days wandering around the Tucson Show, and I can tell you that my entire budget for the show would not suffice to make a down 

payment on many of the larger pieces. 

3. Make a list of places where you can go and expect to be able to collect good larger specimens. Excellent micro material can be 

collected at locations that yield nothing at all to people collecting larger pieces. 

This is not universally true, but I have noticed that many serious collectors of micro minerals become respectable mineralogists in 

ways that collectors of larger pieces seldom do. Conversely, many serious collectors of larger minerals end up acquiring a micro-

scope, even if they do not become micro-mounters. 
 

Is Micro-mounting for me?                                                                                                                                                                     
Micro-mounting is not for everyone. It appeals to the kind of person who is a bit of a tinkerer and enjoys working with their hands. It 
also appeals to the serious mineralogist, as the micro-mounter soon finds him or herself involved with rare minerals, and will appreci-
ate a good background in crystallography.  

What kind of Microscope do I need?                                                                                                                                                   
You don't want a high powered biological microscope intended for use with transmitted light, but rather a low power stereo micro-
scope (with two eyepieces). You want the kind of thing suited for looking at insects and flowers (and minerals!). The most useful 
magnification are low powers (10 or 15), with the option to switch to higher power as needed. The best scope to use is a zoom scope 
offering a range of powers from 10 to 30. Higher powers are handy on occasion, but require a really good light (and quality optics) to 
be useful.                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Buying a microscope can be an obstacle to some folks, but it really shouldn't be. Even if you are not a micro-mounter, if you are a 
serious mineral collector, you need a microscope. A quite good microscope can be purchased for less than what many quality larger 
mineral specimens sell for these days. (Depending on how you look at this, this is either tragic or wonderful). Some snooping around 
on Ebay and careful bidding can fetch a person a perfectly fine microscope for less than $300, perhaps much less if you are patient 
and lucky.  The next purchase, and every bit as important as the microscope itself is a high quality illuminator. 
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The micromounting culture 

Many mineral clubs have micromounting interest groups.  These groups get together have  a sharing of knowledge, enthusi-

asm, and material. A great virtue of the "micro-mounting culture" is that it is a tradition to share material. Many get-togethers 

involve giving away material, lots of trading, or sales at ridiculously low prices. 

Many parts of the country have a seminar or symposium one a year. Tucson has a one day event on Friday during the Tucson 

main show. There is one in southern California in January, just a week or two before the Tucson show.   The Northern Califor-

nia group has an excellent event in the summer (3 days), and the Baltimore group has another 3 day event (and may be the 

group that originated the concept). The Tucson event is the only one day seminar, and people complain that there isn't enough 

time for talking and swapping, with most of the time given to lectures. 

The micro-mounting world even has a hall of fame.  

 

Shopping for micro material 

Many dealers won't have a clue when you tell them you are looking for micromount material. You will get a much better re-

sponse if you ask for rare minerals, and this will usually lead you to what you are looking for. 

Beware that some dealers who offer micro material think that any crumbs that fall off a larger specimen are "micro-mounts". 

Avoid these people. There are other dealers who understand what quality micro-mount material is. 

Buying micro material is a very nice contrast to other parts of the mineral world where big money changes hands and things 

are getting increasingly insane. The flip side to this is that prices below some level do not encourage dealers to handle micro 

material. Be willing to pay a decent price for what you get and make it worth a dealers while to do business and spend time 

with you. Also realize that some dealers love minerals and will be delighted to find someone interested in unusual species. 

 

Making mounts 

Neal Yedlin wrote the original micro-mounting column in the Mineralogical Record Magazine. He said that a micromount is a 

mineral specimen requiring magnification for proper appreciation, permanently mounted and labelled. Some people who are 

enthused about micro minerals are reluctant or even strongly opposed to permanent mounting.  Mounting and labelling will 

preserve these little treasures, first of all for the mounter to enjoy in months and years to come (just a few years accumulation 

of dust, or a few years lapse of memory can cause real and tragic loss). To mount is to preserve! 

It recently seems to have become "in vogue" to not make permanent mounts, but instead to simply perch specimens on a dab 

of "mineral tack" in some kind of box. These can hardly be called permanent mounts and would thus fall short of Yedlins defi-

nition of a micro-mount. This kind of thing may have its place for temporary storage (but the tack can leave a mess and hinder 

the ultimate preparation of a permanent mount). This should just be called what it is: lazy! and is not to be emulated. Good 

micros are too fragile, too ephemeral, and deserve to be preserved. That is what permanent labelling and mounting is all about. 

 

How to do it 

Here is an outline of the steps involved (many of which are links to essays and information on the topic of interest).  

Supplies and tools. 

Boxes. 

Acquiring material: 

Trimming: Take care in sizing and trimming your specimen to fit into your chosen display box. 

Mounting on a pedestal: Blackened Cork or Balsa shaped small so as not to detract from specimen is best. 

Mounting in the box: 

Labelling: Large enough to read easily but not to large to as to detract from the specimen. 

Cataloging: Again it is very important to catalogue and list clearly all your specimens, type, location etc... 

Storing and Organizing:  

 

This article was taken from the website “http://cholla.mmto.org/minerals/micro-mounts/” were you can find a great deal 

More information on micro-mounting.  Our club is presently in the process of obtaining a micro-mounting setup , hopfully 

many of our members will be enjoying micro-mounting in the near future. 
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Mailing address: 1 Sherwood Drive, Brantford, Ont. N3T 1N3     Website: www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca 

THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

2013 EXECUTIVE 

PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS                  519-752-9756                  Campbell.moons@silomail.com 

VICE PRESIDENT: ERNIE EDMONDS  519-583-9457      

TREASURER: KIM LEBLANC   519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com 

SECRETARY: DARREN GAGE   519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com  

SHOW CHAIR 2012-13: KIM LEBLANC  519-448-1236  marcell@execulink.com 

             KAREN WARD  905-525-0779  karenpward@sympatico.ca 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: MARCEL LEBLANC 519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com 

SOCIAL: RUSSEL JENNINGS   289-396-4988 

SOCIAL: CARRIE GAGE    519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM: RENE PERRIN   519-267-5415  aperrin@rogers.com 

FIELD TRIPS: K. LAHAY & FAYE MEADOWS 519-725-4678  fayemeadows@rogers.com 

CCFMS REP.: RENE PERRIN   519-267-5415  aperrin@rogers.com 

LIBRARIAN: ROGER CAMPBELL   519-442-6542  roger.camp@sympatico.ca  

LAPIDARY WORKSHOP CHAIR PERSON : BRAD McCLELLAND  519-751-3141 

BUILDING AND WORKSHOP ADMINISTRATOR: ERNIE EDMONDS (TEMPORARY)   519-583-9457    

Interested in Fossils, Gems or Minerals? 

 Then join the Brantford Lapidary and Mineral Society 

Name____________________________    Phone___________________ 

Address______________________________________ Postal Code________ 

E Mail________________________________________ 

Your interests (Circle): Lapidary, Minerals, Faceting, Fossils, Jewellery, Micromount 

Send with $15 single ($18/family) to: Treasurer, Brantford Lapidary & Mineral Society 

         1 Sherwood Drive,  Brantford, ON,     N3T 1N3 

Hopefully everyone had a safe and happy holidays and received many glad tidings.  I hope all the members  received  

everything they wished for at Christmas and enjoyed themselves bringing in the New Year.  I’m sure we are all look-

ing forward to the upcoming year, be it finding a special fossil or mineral on one of the club field trips or purchasing  

a special gem or mineral at our or one of the many shows that are happening in 2013.  Our Gem and Mineral show 

will be upon us sooner then we think, the date this year is April 6-7th and  our show chair Kim LeBlanc will be look-

ing for help to man the silient auction table, admissions, and membership table and the mining adventure so please 

consider volunteering and making the 2013 show our best ever. 

      Marcel LeBlanc—Newsletter Editor 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/

