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Inside this issue: 

 
Raffle : Bob O’Donnel  generously donated some fossils for the raffle.  

Kathy Campbell and Brooke Gage gladly won them for their collec-

tions. 

Bob also is donating a number of fossil books to our library, which 

John on behalf of the membership accepted with much thanks. 

Happy New Year 

To all our members 

Hope you all had a safe and 

happy   Holidays. 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/
http://ccfms.ca/
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY 

     

CLUB NEWS 

1. This year is the 40th presentation of our gem and Mineral show.  Presently a display of fluorescent minerals 

is in the works.  All suggestions of  a possible themes or displays (mineral, fossil or other) from the member-

ship is welcome.  Please contact any of your executive or come out to the next meeting and discuss your idea 

(s).  Volunteers are also required to assist at the show, again please contact any executive member if you 

wish to help out. 

2. The next few months are going to be challenging for our club.  In addition to the new meeting place on Mor-

rell Street we are moving the workshop.  Once the House on Helen Ave has been cleaned up by the city our 

work will just begin.  Volunteers will be required to clean and paint and to get the machines set up  and  

organize the lapidary materials.   I’m sure the membership will step forward to assist getting our workshop 

back up and running as quickly as possible. 

3. Hopefully every member had a safe and happy Christmas and New Year and we all received many blessings.  

FIELD TRIPS 

Presently we will be having our yearly Arkona trip, date and time to be advised.  It also appears we will be going to Herkimer in 

search of diamonds again on the May long weekend, a trip not to be missed.  There are also tentative plans being made for a bus 

trip to the Royal Ontario Museum, depending on interest by the members. 

 

CCFMS NEWS 

No news at present. 
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THE TELEPHONE CITY CRYSTAL 

January 15, 2012  Robert Halls Beader and Jewelery appreciation day.   

March 3 - 4 2012: 19th Annual Peterborough Gem, Mineral, and Fossil Show, Sat 10 AM - 5 PM; Sun 

10AM - 5 PM. Evinrude Centre, 911 Monagahan Road, Peterborough. Admission $3 adults; 

children 12 and under free. For more information: "http://www.rockandfossil.com".  

March 31 - March 31-April 1 2012: The 40th Annual Paris Gem & Mineral Show, presented by the Brant-

ford Lapidary & Mineral Society, Paris Fairgrounds, 139 Silver Street, Paris, Ontario. Saturday 

& Sunday, 10 AM to 5 PM. Admission: adults $5, kids 12 and under free. Featuring gem, min-

eral, fossil, and stone dealers; lapidary equipment; supplies; jewellery; demonstrations; ex-

hibits; silent auction. Free parking. Wheelchair accessible. For more information, contact 

John Moons 519 752-9756 or Bob Parry at "mailto:robert@roberthalloriginals.com" .  

April 19-22 2012, 39th Rochester Mineralogical Symposium.  

April 27-29 2012, 21st Toronto Gem and Mineral Show and Sale, Friday 4 PM - 9 PM; Saturday 10 AM - 7 

PM; Sunday 10 AM - 5 PM. Don Mills Civitan Arena, 1030 Don Mills Road, North York, Ontario. 

Adults $7, under 16 free.  

May 4 - 6 2012, 49th Canadian Micro Mineral Association Annual Symposium, Brock University, St. Cath-

arines, Ontario. For more info, visit "http://www.canadianmicrominerals.ca"  

Saturday May 5 2012: The Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral Show at the Waterloo Community Arts 

Centre (aka the "button factory"), 25 Regina St. S., Waterloo, 10 AM - 4 PM. Rocks, minerals, 

gemstones, jewelry, fossils, meteorites. Free admission. Free rocks for kids.  

COMING EVENTS 2012 

Hints and Tips 

Hiding Fractures 

The secret of hiding fractures in a cab with epoxy is to shape your stone and semi-polish it.  Heat the stone to 200 

degrees in an oven.  Mix epoxy and apply it to one end of the crack and work toward the outside of the cab so that 

the air in the fracture is driven out and the resin now replaces it.  You will note that the epoxy becomes very fluid 

when it touches the hot stone, and it flows right into the crack.  Put the stone back in the oven for 20 minutes for the 

epoxy to harden.  Scrape off the surplus and proceed with your final polish. 

From The Rockv Reader, 10/1999, Ed.  Grace Hessler; 

Via Chiseler: via Flint Rock; via Chip & Lick 

Break Your Geodes Neatly 

Ed Harker suggests this method to break open a geode.  Take a string (preferably a non-synthetic like yarn, hemp, or 

cotton) and soak in lighter fluid or some other flammable liquid.  Tie the string around the geode.  Wash your hands, 

move the geode safety away from the flammable source or from ignitable materials, and carefully light the string.  Use 

a chisel and hammer the chisel into the geode along the line where the string was burned.  Hopefully the geode will 

break.  Use caution!!!!! 

From M.A.G.S., 10/1999, Ed, Roger VanCleef, 

Via K Gems, 1/1999 

from "Lodestar".  
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DECEMBERS PROGRAM 

 
For those who did not attend  our December Pot luck meeting, besides missing out on an awesome  spread with many delec-

table items, a very interesting talk and slide show was given by Peter Russell on a field trip  to the Grand Canyon and  Death 

Valley.  Besides having many interesting slides Peter also entertained everyone with tales of his and his groups adventures.   

Including a picture of his very own rock, precariously perched on the edge of a cliff.  As anyone who has attended any one of 

Peters talks knows it is always a very entertaining time, not to be missed. 

JANUARY PROGRAM 

 
Well its January , the dead of winter, hard to find a speaker willing to brave the cold, so we will be having a Video night .   

MINERAL OF THE MONTH - 

Garnet is the modern day January birthstone. 
 

There are no known enhancements for garnet, it occurs in every color of the spectrum, except blue. 

Any of these colors is permissible to wear as the January birthstone. 

India Specimen Australia Specimen Marmora Specimen Sudbury Specimen 
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THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

 

Garnets can also be found right here in Ontario.  Some interesting local’s to find garnets occur around the    

Bancroft area.— The Beryl Pit in Quadville is a great spot to find garnets along with many other nice minerals 

such as clear and smokey quartz, black tourmaline, you can enter the pit by purchasing a trespasser permit at 

the general store in Quadville.  Marmora quarry is also an excellent place to find nice  garnet  specimens,  

although only organized club trips are allowed in the quarry.   The York River Skarn is another interesting 

area in the Bancroft area to find garnets, unfortunately some areas are now closed to collecting. 

 

The name Garnet appears to originate with the Latin granatum malum which means pomegranate. Pomegran-

ate is the name of the bush which produces a red fruit with seeds. Jewelry made with garnet has been found as 

early as the Bronze Age (3000 BC) in burial sites. It is thought that early communities valued garnet and be-

lieved that it offered protections in the afterlife. 

 

During the Middle Ages primitive cultures believed that the red stones would stop bleeding. Many early cul-

tures believed that garnets were helpful in preventing and curing blood disorders and infections 

Pyrope garnets are purplish red, orangy red, crimson, or dark red. Spessartite garnets range from yellow and 

orange through red to reddish brown to dark black/brown. Color change garnets exhibit a "alexandrite-like" 

effect when viewed in natural light or artificial lighting.  

  

Reddish Garnets The color red is the most associated garnet color, but the garnet family is a diverse 

group. There are six known varieties of garnet with their own distinctive characteristics. Pyrope garnets, dark 

red in color, are rarely cut into faceted pieces of more than one carat in size. Almandine garnets are also dark 

red, and pyrope and almandine blend to make up the some of the most commonly seen garnets. Sessarite garnet 

in its purest form is light orange. When blended with almandine, sessarite garnets become orangish-red to red-

dish-brown in color. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Garnet's powers include healing, strength, and protection and it is often worn to relieve inflammations of the 

skin. It is also believed to regulate the heart and blood flow and aid in curing depression. In earlier times, gar-

nets were exchanged as gifts between friends to demonstrate their affection for each other and to insure that 

they meet again. 

 

Garnets range from a 7.0 to 7.5 on the Mohs scale of hardness and are found in the U.S. (Arizona), South Afri-

ca, Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Myanmar (Burma), Scotland, Switzerland and Tanzania . Garnets are formed 

when high temperatures and/or pressure is a factor and geologists often use garnets as a gauge of the amount of 

temperature and pressure that was present during their formation Pyrope garnets are purplish red, 

orangy red, crimson, or dark red. Spessartite garnets range from yellow and orange through red to reddish 

brown to dark black/brown.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Less Common Types The highly sought after andradite garnet is also rare. The dematoid variety of an-

dradite is green due to its chromium content. The dematoid rivals the diamond in its brilliance. Famed Rus-

sian jeweler Carl Fabergé used dematoids in many of his pieces. Grossular garnets come in every color but 

blue, and red coloration also occurs rarely in this variety. Hydrogrossular garnet varies from all other gar-

nets in that it is opaque. Uvarovite is the rarest of the garnet family, and, thanks to its chromium content, is 

green. 
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JANUARY MEETING - January 20, 2012 

 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

Time: 7:30 pm   

Location:  S. C. Johnson Centre– 16 Morrell Street , Brantford ON N3T 4J2 

1/  Hwy 403 to Hwy 24 exit South 

2/ Continue south to St Paul Avenue, past Brantford General Hospital to  

    Brant Ave. Intersection. 

3/  Continue through lights to Grand River Ave., Turn right. 

4/ Continue on to Morrell Street go through stop sign turn right to enter parking lot. 

Alternate Route 

1/ Hwy 403 to Paris Road Exit, turn left onto Brant Ave. 

2/ Continue south on Paris Road to St Paul intersection. 

3/ Turn right onto St Paul Ave 

4/  Continue on St Paul Ave to Grand River Ave., Turn right. 

5/ Continue on to Morrell Street go through stop sign turn right to enter parking lot. 

Excuse the map, we will endeavor to provide a better version in the near future. 
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EDITORS COMMENTS 
As the new newsletter editor I hope to continue on presenting a high quality  publication established by Roger Campbell , our 

previous editor. 

I look forward to any comments from the membership as to providing a more informative newsletter to meet with your expec-

tations.  With that in mind I welcome any articles, and or pictures, the membership wishes to submit, perhaps a interesting  trip 

to a collecting site, or a store or perhaps a new acquisition.  Even an idea for an article ie) wire wrapping, faceting etc would 

be welcome. 

 

Marcel LeBlanc  

2012 EXECUTIVE 

PRESIDENT: ERNIE EDMONDS PHONE            519-583-9457   EMAIL:   

VICE PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS   519-752-9756  Campbell.moons@silomail.com 

TREASURER: DARREN GAGE   519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

SECRETARY: KIM LEBLANC   519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com  

SHOW CHAIR 2011-12: BOB PARRY  519-448-1236  robert@roberthalloriginals 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: MARCEL LEBLANC 519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com 

SOCIAL: SUSAN WAKELEY   519-752-7690  suewake28@rogers.com 

SOCIAL: CARRIE GAGE    519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM: BABS KISIEL-PENNELL  519-751-3247  basis10p@hotmail.com 

FIELD TRIPS: K. LAHAY & FAYE MEADOWS 519-725-4678  fayemeadows@rogers.com 

CCFMS REP.: RENE PERRIN   519-267-4515   

LIBRARIAN: RUSS McCRORY   905-389-6525 russelldavid.mccrory@sympatico.ca 

WORKSHOP: BRAD McCLELLAND  519-751-3141 
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Gather ‘round me, hear my story, 

I’m a rockhound in distress 

I’m a rockhound bathed in troubles 

I’m an outcast, more or less. 

 

I have fossils in the kitchen, 

I have crystals in the hall, 

I have minerals in the bathtub; 

I have relics on the wall. 

 

I have oxides on the carpet 

I have oil upon the floor, 

I have blacklight in the parlor 

I have bones behind each door. 

 

Attic rooms are fairly sagging. 

Rocks pave the cellar floor, 

Pockets bulge with gemmy pieces, 

All of this and millions more. 

 

Wifey thinks that I am goofy 

I don’t know, she may be right. 

She insists I have silicosis, 

Or some contagious form of “ite” 

 

Says my head is lined with agate 

(A freak displacement of the bone), 

Says my brain is just a nodule. 

Says my heart is turned to stone. 

 

Threatens me with separation; 

Storms about our rockhound home, 

Says life for me is just a geode 

Or a hunk of mammal bone. 

 

Are you rated as a fossil? 

Are you obliged to live alone? 

How do you maintain a hobby, 

And still maintain a happy home? 

Mailing address: 1 Sherwood Drive, Brantford, Ont. N3T 1N3     Website: www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca 

THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

The Geologist’s Lament 

By R. L. Frism 1940 Advice for The RockHound Watchers 

Can you spot a rockhound? The species isn’t rare. 

You can tell him by his honest face, and his willingness to share. 

You can tell him as he saunters by, his eyes glued to the ground. 

No matter where he goes, he’s sure there’s gemstones to be found. 

You can tell him by his friendly smile, he’s an all—round pleasant guy; 

But the sure—fire way to spot him, is the flashy bola tie!! 

From EUREKA NEWS 1/86 via QUARRY QUIPS 4/01 

Via Beehive Buzzer 11/01 

Pictures:  

Page 1 –December meeting/potluck 

Page 2—Previous field trips 

Page 4—Peters Rock/Death Valley and mineral of the month.  

Join the Brantford Lapidary and Mineral Society 

Name____________________________    Phone___________________ 

Address______________________________________ Postal Code________ 

E Mail________________________________________ 

Your interests (Circle): Lapidary, Minerals, Faceting, Fossils, Jewellery, Micromount 

Send with $15 single ($18/family) to: Treasurer, Brantford Lapidary & Mineral Society 

 S. C. Johnson Centre– 16 Morrell Street , Brantford ON N3T 4J2  

Membership dues     

for 2012 are now 

due.        

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/

