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Inside this issue: 
General Members meeting 

Date:  June 18, 2022 

Place: Braeside Camp Unit 20 110 East River Rd. . Paris Ontario 

BBQ, Door Prizes, Member sales table and Silent auction Table  

Time: 12:00pm (Noon) 

Annual General Meeting 

Our AGM will be held on June 18th at our workshop at Braeside Camp 

110 East river rd.  Unit 20 Paris Ontario.  We will be utilizing the Pavilion direct-

ly across from our workshop.  Start time is at noon, we will be having a BBQ as 

well there will be door prizes and a silent auction table for members to sell their 

specimens and mineral related items,   

We will also be holding our annual elections for a full list of positions see page 2 

a map of Braeside camp is on pg. 3, there is lots of parking available near bye. 

A list of candidates who have confirmed they are willing to stand is listed and 

information about voting online prior to the meeting will be sent out shortly.  As 

always you may nominate yourself or a fellow member right up to and including 

on the actual day of the meeting for any of the listed positions. 

It is with many thanks to Compass Minerals and to Matt and Robert who gave 

attendees a very interesting presentation on the Salt Mine in Goderich.  We 

learned much about the inner workings of the mine as well as the Geology of how 

this salt layer came into being back in the Silurian age. 

For those who missed the meeting there is a article on page 6 and 7 detailing how 

salt for our roads and our table comes into being. 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING –BBQ and ELECTIONS 

JUNE 18, 2022 STARTING AT 12 NOON 

LOCATION BRAESIDE CAMP 110 EAST RIVER RD. PARIS, ONT. 

From Highway 403 

-East or West from Hwy 403—Exit at Paris Road head towards Paris, go north. 

• Continue straight onto Green Line/Green ln/ Brant County Road 55 

• Turn right onto East River Road/County Road 14 (signs for East River Road.) 

• Turn right onto Sycamore Drive—Restricted Road card access may be required 

so access may be limited to specific times . 

From Cambridge/Hwy 401 

-East or West from Hwy 401—Exit at  Hwy 24 keep right and follow through Cam-

bridge towards Brantford. 

• Follow Highway 24 to German School Road, turn left and follow to East River 

Road/County Road 14 

• Turn right onto East River Road , entrance to Braeside Camp will be on your 

right. 

• Turn right onto Sycamore Drive—Restricted Road card access may be required 

so access may be limited to specific times . 

• Once on Sycamore go straight through, shop is located in house (The Home-

stead– No. 22) on the right just before the Round Tree Cut Road.  We do have 

signs out so keep your eye open. 

FOLLOWING ARE THE POSITIONS UP FOR ELECTION: 

PRESIDENT: Nominated– Gerald Van Decker 

VICE PRESIDENT: 

SECRETARY: 

TREASURER: NOTE OUR PAST TREASURER CAN NOT RUN AGAIN THIS YEAR AS HER 3 YEARS IS UP, SO IT IS CRITICAL  

    WE FIND SOMEONE TO FILL THIS POSITION. 

NEWS LETTER EDITOR: 

SHOW CHAIR: Nominated—Kim Cruickshank 

WORKSHOP ADMINISTRATOR: Nominated - Gerald Van Decker 

LEAD WORKSHOP INSTRUCTOR: 

CCFMS RPRESENTATIVE: 

PROGRAMS: 

FIELD TRIPS: 

SOCIAL: 

A official list of confirmed candidates will be made available and a ballot system will be announced for those who 

cannot attend the AGM in person will also be made available.  
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GODERICH SALT MINE/COMPASS MINERALS 

Compass Minerals’ Goderich salt mine, located 1,800 feet under Lake 
Huron, is the largest underground salt mine in the world. The mine is as 

deep as the CN Tower in Toronto is tall. It has operated since 1959 and 
was acquired by Compass Minerals in 1990. 

The rock salt produced at the mine is used to keep citizens in North Amer-

ica safe as they travel through winter snow and ice. The salt is shipped to 

hundreds of communities around the Great Lakes and along the St. Law-

rence Seaway. Some of the salt is trucked to the Compass Minerals plant 

less than 4 kilometers away, to be packaged for distribution and sale at 

retailers in North America. The salt is also sold in bulk to manufacturers 

that make plastics, detergents, disinfectants and other important products. 

The Goderich plant has operated since 1867, after an unsuccessful 

search for oil uncovered a vast bed of rock salt under Goderich. 

Using mechanical evaporation, the plant produces high-purity, fine
- and coarse-grained salt products in packages and in bulk for com-

mercial, agricultural and industrial applications. The plant also 
packages rock salt from the mine that is used for de-icing and wa-
ter conditioning. 

An Accidental Discovery 

Back in 1866, the owner of a flour mill, Sam Platt, was looking to strike it rich in oil.  According to Business View Magazine, 
Platt drilled 1,000 feet deep below Goderich Harbour where he found a enormous amount of salt.  Though Platt may have been 
disappointed at first, he soon came to realize this was the first salt bed ever encountered in North America, which was a signif-
icant find indeed. 

In fact, Platt had discovered the very edge of the Michigan Salt Basin, a geological formation full of various kinds of salt, as 
well as bromine, iodine and more precious minerals.  It may yet be possible to get oil out of some areas of the Michigan Salt 
Basin, but it wasn't meant to be in Sam Platts lifetime.  Instead he sold his discovery to businessmen looking to mine salt.  Th
Goderich salt Mine has changed hands a few times over the years, prior to its present owner Compass Minerals who have 
turned it into the largest salt mine in the world. 
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Working in the Salt Mine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In fact dump trucks and other larger machinery have been built inside the mine, because it was to difficult to lower 
heavy machinery down.  So huge rooms have been carved out of the salt to act as storage bays for the machines, as 
well as repair rooms and even lunch rooms for employees. 

In the past explosives were used to breakup the salt, this created many issues with air quality and smoke evacuation.  
Now days machines are used to breakup the salt and haul it away, the salt is mixed with water and is pumped up to the 
surface where mechanical evaporation purifies the salt.  Rock salt mining method begins by cutting  into the salt face 
using specialized machines then Front-end loaders and trucks load and haul the salt to a crusher where it is reduced in 
size, loaded onto a conveyor belt and transported to a mill. The mill screens and crushes the rock salt to the customary 
size before the salt is hoisted to the surface.  

Compass Minerals has over 600 workers who have produce approximately 150 million tonnes of salt, it is expected 
that the site will be mined for salt for around another 120 years. 

When miners arrive at the Goderich salt mine, they still need to travel down to work. According to Road Stories, there 
used to be a kind of bus system that would bring workers down into the shafts, but now the mine is too large for that. 
Today, specialized utility vehicles bring workers out to the shaft they’ll be mining in. 

https://roadstories.ca/goderich-salt-mine/


6  

THE TELEPHONE CITY CRYSTAL 

GOLD IN ONTARIO 

From Wikipedia 

Deloro, Ontario 

Deloro is a community in geographic Marmora Township[4] in the Municipality of Marmora and Lake, Hastings Coun-
ty in Central Ontario, Canada. Deloro is about 200 kilometres (120 mi) southwest of Ottawa and 65 kilometres (40 mi) 
east of Peterborough. The Deloro Mine site sits along the banks of the Moira River, along the east side of the commu-
nity. During the gold rush days, after striking gold in Eldorado in 1866, prospectors built at least 25 shafts on the area 
now known as the Deloro Mine Site. 

Deloro is also designated place in for census purposes, and had a population of 143 in the Canada 2021 Census. 

History 

 

In 1868 gold was discovered in Deloro, meaning "Valley of Gold". The Canadian Consolidated Gold Mining Company 
(a British company) began mining in 1873. This eventually failed since the recover of the gold was so poor. In 1896 
Canadian Gold Fields Company bought Deloro and built the first mill where they used a new cyanide process to extract 
the gold. Roasting furnaces were used to remove the arsenic from the gold, but the quality of the gold was poor, forcing 
the closure of the mill in 1903. After the completion of the railroad in 1904 it opened up the possibility to ship silver to 
the Deloro mine for treatment. In 1906 the Deloro Mining and Reduction Company was formed. In 1915 the company 
changed its name to Deloro Smelting and Refining Company Limited after Dr. Haynes developed the first commercial-
ly produced stellite in the world, which was manufactured at the Deloro plant. 

In 1916 the company began building homes and a public school for its employees and their families. In 1919 the vil-
lage of Deloro incorporated, making it the smallest village in Ontario until its amalgamation with the Township 
of Marmora and Lake in the 1990s. The first reeve was S.B. Wright, the plant's general manager. For the next 40 years, 
the succeeding general managers would continue serve as reeve of the village. 

Deloro homes had water and sewers before Madoc and Marmora. The town became famous as a sporting community. 
The company was said to have brought ringers to work at the mine. Baseball, hockey, tennis and lawn bowling were 
important activities. The lawn bowling green can still be seen in Deloro today, beside the Deloro sign, though it is no 
longer used for bowling. 

Production was in stellite, arsenic, silver, and cobalt until 1956 when the stellite division moved to Belleville. Only sil-
ver ore continued to be treated there until the plant closed in March 1961. 'Cleanup' and demolition of the mine site fol-
lowed with tons of arsenite refuse being buried, with the thoughts that it would eliminate the health hazard. 

The 45 company-owned homes were sold off in 1961 for prices up to $900. The residents named their own reeve and 

council to oversee the less than 200 population, which continued until its amalgamation. The last reeve of Deloro was 

Doug Lynch, who was one of the original buyers of the land. 

Original founding of Deloro gold mine 1866 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Township_(Canada)#Ontario
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deloro,_Ontario#cite_note-MarmoraMining-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marmora_and_Lake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hastings_County
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hastings_County
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Ontario
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ontario
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moira_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Designated_place
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada_2021_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elwood_Haynes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stellite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amalgamation_(politics)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marmora_and_Lake,_Ontario
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mayor#Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madoc,_Ontario_(village)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marmora,_Ontario
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arsenic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silver
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cobalt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amalgamation_(politics)
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Environmental Impact and Cleanup 

When manufacturing operations shut down in 1961, nearly 100 years of hazardous by-products and residues were left be-
hind on the Deloro Mine Site. These included a "complex blend of toxic compounds; metals like cobalt, copper, nickel; and 
low-level radioactive wastes". The high levels of arsenic on the site is the main concern. The low-level radioactive "slag and 
tailings produced during the re-refining of by-products from uranium refining has also had an impact. The operations at the 
Deloro Mine Site caused significant environmental impact including the contamination of soil, sediment, surface and ground 
water. 

In 1979 the owners of the site abandoned the property and the Ministry of the Environment(MOE) took control of the old 
mine site. In 1997 soil samples taken from beyond the boundaries of the mine site showed the presences of arsenic, cobalt, 
nickel, silver and other heavy metals, which is presumed to have been caused by airborne pollutants released during the 
time the mine was active. 

In 1998 the Ministry of the Environment began in Environment Health Risk Study for the village of Deloro. In the spring of 
1998 a very detailed soil survey was taken involving 145 homes, and in the fall of 1998 the study measured the arsenic lev-
els in the urine of Deloro residents. The soil samples showed higher arsenic, cobalt and lead amounts than the MOE's soil 
guideline values. Other contaminants; barium, copper, nickel, silver, strontium, uranium and zinc were all below. Radionu-
clides in the soil were also typical for Ontario. Urine tests showed no meaningful difference between those of the comparison 
samples taken from Havelock residents. 

Seven gardens in Deloro gave soil and vegetables from their gardens. While the soil samples tended to be higher than those 
typically found in Ontario, the vegetables did not contain elevated contaminants. 

Each home in Deloro, as well as the library, pump house and youth centre had swipe samples taken of interior surface dust. 
Levels of metals and radiological contaminants were not significantly different than those outside the study area. Fifty-seven 
homes were also test for radon gas at this time. Ten of them were found to have higher than the provincial guidelines for ra-
don. All 10 of these homes had successful measures taken to prevent radon gases. These ranged from installing vacuum 
systems to simply replacing dirt basement floors with concrete ones. 

The village of Deloro was tested for gamma radiation. Three locations were found to have elevated levels within the village, 
which were still below provincial requirements. All three of these areas were dug up and replaced with fresh dirt. The con-
taminated dirt was moved on the Deloro Mine Site. 

All of the studies and tests done on the Village of Deloro and the Deloro Mine Site have made clear that it is safe to live, 

grow vegetables and drink the water in Village of Deloro. Yet the Deloro Mine Site is heavily contaminated and is not safe. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_the_Environment_(Ontario)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_the_Environment_(Ontario)
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29 30 31 1 2 3 4 

   RITA  

APANAVICUIS 

3:30pm -11pm 

BRAD  

McCLELLAND 

1pm -5pm  

 Sabrina Daniels 

12pm to 5pm 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

BRAD  

McCLELLAND 

1pm -5pm  

  RITA  

APANAVICUIS 

3:30pm -11pm 

BRAD  

McCLELLAND 

1pm -5pm  

 Sabrina Daniels 

12pm to 5pm 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

BRAD  

McCLELLAND 

1pm -5pm  

  RITA  

APANAVICUIS 

3:30pm -11pm 

BRAD  

McCLELLAND 

1pm -5pm  

 Club AGM 

1200 PM 

BBQ and Elec-

tion. 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

BRAD  

McCLELLAND 

1pm -5pm  

  RITA  

APANAVICUIS 

3:30pm -11pm 

BRAD  

McCLELLAND 

1pm -5pm  

 Sabrina Daniels 

12pm to 5pm 

26 27 28 29 30 1 2 

BRAD  

McCLELLAND 

1pm -5pm  

  RITA  

APANAVICUIS 

3:30pm -11pm 

BRAD  

McCLELLAND 

1pm -5pm  

  

3 4 5 5 7 8 9 

       

 

JUNE WORKSHOP SCHEDULE 

AS ALWAYS PLEASE CONTACT INSTRUCTORS MINIMUM 2 HOURS PRIOR TO ATTENDING ANY SESSION TO ENSURE SHOP WILL BE 

OPEN. 

CONTACT EMAILS:  

GERALD VAN DECKER –                                  gerald@renewability.com       

BRAD McCLELLAND—                                      45doggod45@gmail.com       

RITA APANAVICUIS-                                          apanavr@gmail.com               

TRISH LAW-                                                      gerald@renewability.com        

SABRINA DANIELS-                                         sdaniels7046@hotmail.com    

mailto:gerald@renewability.com
mailto:45doggod45@gmail.com
mailto:apanavr@gmail.com
mailto:gerald@renewability.com
mailto:sdaniels7046@hotmail.com
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Your (2021/2022) EXECUTIVE 

Mailing address: The Brantford Lapidary and Mineral Society                Website: www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca        

                          420 Bronte St. S #117 Milton, Ont.  L9T 0H9                 Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/916113761832155/ 

PRESIDENT: MARCEL LEBLANC                  226 802 3185                 MARCPAUL56@OUTLOOK.COM 

VICE PRESIDENT:       

TREASURER: ALICE LOGAN                                                                                         COWGIRLAL@YAHOO.COM 

SECRETARY:  KIMBERLEY CRUICKSHANK                                                            KIMBERLEYD131@GMAIL.COM 

SHOW CHAIR 2021-2022 KIMBEREY CRUICKSHANK                                             KIMBERLEYD131@GMAIL.COM                    

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: MARCEL LEBLANC 226 802 3185  MARCPAUL56@OUTLOOK.COM 

LAPIDARY WORKSHOP CHAIR PERSON : GERALD VAN DECKER       GERALD@RENEWABILITY.COM 

LEAD INSTRUCTOR:  

FIELD TRIP COORDINATOR: 

PROGRAMS: 

CCFMS REPRESENTATIVE: 

SOCIAL: 

Librarian etc.  Please consider volunteering if you are able. 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/

