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General Meeting 

January Meeting: A film was shown to attendees, Extinction and Rebirth. 

February Meeting:  Shannon Kennedy is returning to show more new and inter-

esting techniques in PMC.  When she last came to one of our meetings it was a 

extremely interesting presentation .  Plan on attending our  General Meeting on 

February 17th and learn all about using PMC. 

March Meeting:  A presentation on meteorites will be given by Dr. Phil McCoslin 

another meeting not to be missed. 

This year marks the  40th year that the Brant-

ford Lapidary and Mineral Society has pre-

sented our Gem and Mineral Show.  Its our 

“Ruby Anniversary” .   Any member who feels 

they can help to make this the best show we’ve 

ever presented please contact any of the execu-

tive. 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/
http://ccfms.ca/
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Message From the President: Groundhog Day 2012  

2012 Show News: 
Our annual gem and mineral is almost upon us, its our 40th Anniversary show, and there are several special events in the works to make this 

more then just our regular show. 

To make this show a memorable event your help is needed. 

1. A 40th anniversary cake is going to be done for the show, Babs Kisiel-Pennell is looking after this project, if any of the membership 

would like to assist her please call her at 519-751-3247or email her at basis10p@hotmail.com. 

2. A fluorescent display will be looked after by John Moons.  If you have any fluorescent minerals that could be used for the display, 

please contact John at  519-752-9756 or email at  Campbell.moons@silomail.com 

3. A 40th anniversary photo display is being planned for the main hallway.  We need a committee who would work together to collect 

information and material from members and set up a display showing photos and or memorabilia from the past forty years. 

4. Advertising..  Your help is needed to make sure the word gets out about our show, be it radio,  community television or local newspa-

pers.  If any member is interested in this endeavor please  contact Bob Perry at 519-448-1236 or  robert@roberthalloriginals.com 

5. Since ruby is the stone representing a 40th anniversary, it would be great to put in a display of rubies, showing their history, properties 

and uses.  If you are willing to step up to the challenge, again contact Bob Perry for some ruby specimens and some help.  Cases are 

available. 

6. Again like last year, please consider putting in a mineral, jewelry or fossil display.  Some display cases are available from the club.  

Please contact John Moons if you need a display case. 

7. As something special, Robert Hall Originals and the Brantford Lapidary and Mineral Society are assembling a cabinet full of identified 

mineral specimens that can be donated to an elementary school.  To add to the cabinet , if you have any samples of igneous, sedimen-

tary and/or metamorphic rock or fossils that could be added to the collection please contact Rene Perrin at  519-267-5415 or  aper-

rin@rogers.com.  This cabinet then could be presented to the chosen school when we have a official cake cutting ceremony on Satur-

day at the show. 

8. If you have an idea and interested in doing something special for the show, please contact any of the executive. 

9. We will also be needing volunteers for both days of the show, admission table, membership table, silent auction etc. 

As I sit down to write this, Wiarton Willie the resident prognosticator has just failed to see his shadow and has predicted an 

early spring.  Certainly enough to turn a Rock Hounds thoughts to field trips, Wiarton has good trilobite fossils!!  We are starting 

a new year, the 48th for our society, which started in George Huffs basement on Pearl St. in Brantford, and has grown  to over 

100 members.  We must thank our retiring president John Moons and Roger Campbell our retiring newsletter editor and our 

hardworking executive members for our continued success.  Our club is now entering a time of further expansion and activity, 

thanks to the promised support of the City of Brantford, we will be opening a permanent Lapidary workshop for our members on 

Helen Street.    Also our monthly meetings will move from the Woodman Centre to the new location in the S. C. Johnson Centre 

on Morrel Street.   

We will need the enthusiastic support of all our members to make the workshop a success  and intend to use the Helen St.  Loca-

tion for Lapidary, jewellery making, beading and whatever other of the creative arts of interest to our members.  So please do not 

hesitate to bring your ides forward at the next general meeting. 

Show chairman, Bob Parry , has our show at the Paris Fairgrounds well in hand for the March 31st and April 1st weekend, so do not 

be a April Fool and miss all that good ‘stuff’.  Please sign up to help at the show, it is or major fundraiser for the year,  which makes 

all our club activities possible.  If you are interested in making some spare cash and thinning out your collections please consider 

participating in our silent auction, forms will be made available at the general meeting in Feb/March.  Note that 25% of  the proceeds 

from the silent auction goes to the club and 75% to the member owning the material.  We will also have an area for club member 

exhibits, so ring some of your treasures out of the basement and show them to the world.  

We look forward to greeting all of our members at the next meeting at the S.C. Johnson Centre location and thank program chair-

man Babs Kisiel-Pennell for the spectacular programs she has organized in the past year, which have contributed greatly to our 

success, and we look forward to seeing her programs in the upcoming year. 

Ernie Edmonds— President Brantford Lapidary and Mineral Society. 
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THE TELEPHONE CITY CRYSTAL 

Mineral of the Month—Amethyst 

Unusual specimen from 

Brazil 

Cathedral  from Brazil 

With Hematite inclusions 

From Pearl Ontario  

Cluster from Pearl  Ontario 

Blue Point Mine 

Amethyst is the official birthstone for February and is the official gem of Ontario . It is also the birth 

stone for the Zodiac sign of Pisces.  Amethyst is suggested as a gem to give on the 4th, 6th and 17th 

wedding anniversaries. 

According to legend, amethyst originated when Bacchus, the God of Wine, grew angry at mortals. He 

vowed the next mortal that crossed his path would be eaten by tigers. At that time, a beautiful young 

maiden named Amethyst was on her way to worship the Goddess Diana. Diana, knowing of Bacchus 

vow, turned Amethyst into a pillar of colorless quartz to protect her from the tigers. Bacchus, witnessing 

the miracle, repented and poured wine over Amethyst, staining her purple. 

This legend and the connection to Bacchus led to the belief that drinking wine from a cup made of 

amethyst would prevent drunkenness, and later, that wearing amethyst would also prevent the wearer 

from becoming drunk or being poisoned. Amethyst is also considered as an aid to the brave because it 

was believed to protect soldiers in battle.  

Other legends say that amethyst can control evil thoughts, help hunters in the capture of animals and 

can make the owner shrewd in business matters.  Worn to make the wearer gentle and amiable. Ame-

thyst powers include: dreams, healing, peace, love, spiritual upliftment, courage, psychism, protection 

against thieves, and happiness 

Amethyst is a variety of quartz which occurs in transparent light to dark purple. The darker more in-

tense colors are more valuable than the lighter smoky or lavender color. Dark rich, royal colors of ame-

thyst have been treasured by kings and queens for centuries and can be traced back to the Minoan 

period in Greece (c. 2500 B.C.). During the 15th century the French fleur-de-lis brooch could only be 

worn by the Royal family on ceremonial occasions.  

The two main sources of amethyst are Brazil and Zambia although it is also found in Uruguay, Russia, 

Sri Lanka, Mexico, and the US state of Arizona.  Canada also has a rich deposit of amethyst in the 

Thunder Bay district. 

Amethyst can occur as crystals that are six sided on either end. It also forms as druzy which are crys-

talline crusts covering the host rock. It is found inside geodes and in alluvial deposits all around the 

world and occurs in both crystalline or massive forms. When manganese is present in clear quartz 

amethyst is produced, while the amount of iron contained in the specimen accounts for the depth of 

purple 

Amethyst is used as faceted stones or polished cabochons and is carved in various shapes. Amethyst 

beads are used in necklaces, earrings and other jewelry in both rough unpolished forms, smooth 

glossy shapes, faceted beads and briolette's.  

One of the largest cut amethysts in the world is 343 carats and is housed at the National History Muse-

um in London. Very dark stones are sometimes heated to enhance color. 

The main and best specimens of Ontario amethyst are found in the Thunder Bay district.  Fortunately 

for collectors there are several pay as you go sites available in the area.  Some  collecting sites are 

Blue Point Mines in Pearl Ontario and the Amethyst Mine Panorama.   There are several other mines in 

the area, most require appointments to go collecting.  If a collector wishes to visit any of these sites all 

you need to collect amethyst is some small tools—a trowel, hammer and chisel etc.  You may also 

wish to bring your safety shoes, vest , goggles and hard hat as some sites allow you to mine in the pits 

themselves although most such as the Panorama mine only allow collecting in the mines tailing piles. 

Druzy Amethyst from 

Brazil 

Amethyst with Hematite 

Blue Point Mine 

Amethyst Specimen from Bancroft 

Area—Price Chopper location. 
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

How To : Wire Wrap a Amethyst Pendent   by Kim LeBlanc 

Things You'll Need 

Jewelry wire , Protective eye wear, Jewellery wire cutters, Jewellery pliers  

Wooden dowel rod to suit the desired diameter of your bail. 

Basic Steps 

1/ Choose a stone you would like to wrap, and select jewelry wire that best matches the stone 

you've selected.  I generally use 22 gauge for wrap and 26 gauge for wrapping around wire.  Wire is 

typically available in silver, brass, copper, sterling silver or gold.  For Amethyst I prefer using 

silver wire. 

2/ Put on your protective eye wear to protect your eyes from any wire you may cut during the pro-

cess.  

3/ Use your wire cutters to cut three pieces of wire to a length of about 12 inches. You may need 

more wire if you have an especially large rock, but 12 inches will work for most sizes.  About 1 

1/2” down wire, bend wire over dowel rod and bring all the wires together.  With pliers pinch the 

wires together to form neck of bail.  Then bend wire to form two 90 degree angles, also cut two to 3 

1 1/2”  long pieces of 26 gauge wire for wrapping around main wires. 

4/  Put the top of your stone at the bail point and holding wire bail on top of the stone, bend wire 

down side of your stone.  Half way down stone wrap one of the 26 gauge wires around the group of 

three wires, tighten, using the pliers, by gently squeezing the wrapping wire together.   

5/ Continue wrapping the three wires around your stone and depending on the size or shape of the 

stone you can put a small wrapping wire over the middle of  the three wires, bend the other two 

wires , one to the front of the stone and one to the back.  These wires will be tightened up in a mi-

nute.   

6/ Take the three wires that you brought up to the bail and wrap around the neck of the bail two to 

three times.  Bring these wires to the front (long ones) and short ones to the back.  You can clip off 

the short ones at the base of the wrap near the stone if you wish or curl them and leave at back.. 

7/ Long wires can be cut to whatever length you wish, curled as you like to enhance the front of the 

stone or cut off at last wrap, but leaving a bit of curling is good to help prevent unwrapping. 

8/ Now take your pliers and gently pinch the wires you put in front and back.  Gently twist to form 

a “z” shape to tighten wires. 

9/   This may take a bit of practice but when you get the hang of it you will turn you finds into some 

excellent pieces of jewellery. 

 

 

Step 9 

Step 1 

Step 2 

Step 3 

Step 5 

Any member who wishes to sub-

mit an article on wire wrapping, or 

any other aspect of jewellery 

making please feel free to submit 

a write-up and pictures for putting 

in the next newsletter. 

Marcel LeBlanc -  Editor. 
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Club News 

THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

 

1. At the present time the CCFMS  has no field trip director, if any member is interested in stepping up to take on this 

important position please contact the CCFMS president Russell Bruce at  bruce12@bell.net  

2. Workshops will hopefully start up again sometime in March.  The city is working away on the Helen Street house 

to get it in good shape for us to move in.  In the coming month as things become more firm,  the club will need to 

set up a committee to help with the operations of the workshop.  Your executive will be determining shortly how 

best to utilize the building.  If you are interested in assisting on the workshop committee please contact any of the 

executive. 

3. This will be the 40th anniversary of our show so if any member has an idea for a display or presentation please 

contact any of your executive. 

4. For any member wishing to help out at the show, there will be sign up sheets at the next general meeting. 

Members at Large 

Gary Bechtel on sabbatical in 

Quartzsite Arizona 

Quartzite Arizona Winter 2012  
by Gary Bechtel. 
 
The 46th annual POW WOW GEM & MINERAL SHOW was well attended this year,  500 vending spaces with good quality material & 
excellent displays. 
 
For those that have not been to Quartzsite Arizona, there are many shows are going on in Quartzsite at the same time.  In addition to the 
POW WOW  there is also: 
The Sell-A-Rama 860 vending spaces, 29th annual Sports, a Vacation & RV Show on 20 acres with an attendance of 150,000  people. 
 
The Main Event, takes place on the Quartzite fairgrounds, and includes Main Street Traders Swap Meet, Hi Ally swap meet, Greasewood 
swap meet, Desert Gardens, Tyson Wells Centre,  Prospectors Panorama, the Quartzite Marketplace and Vito’s Rice Ranch. 
 
If you go there & are short on time ( you will need at least 2 days & good legs ) to see the best rock & mineral shows.  See the POW WOW, 
Desert Gardens, Tyson Wells Sell-A-Rama & Prospectors Panorama.  Best time to be there is around Jan.18 to Jan 22 which is when the 
POW WOW is on, which is the Quartzsite Roadrunners Gem & Mineral Club show. 
 
The Quartzsite Roadrunners club started in Nov. 1968 & is now the largest gem & mineral club I know of, with over 800 members.  It has a 
fully equipped lapidary & silversmith shop & holds weekly field trips. 
 
Quartzsite's population increases in January from about 1000 to over 350,000. Located in Arizona on Interstate 10, just east of 
Blythe ,California. 
The sun shines here just about every day. Temperature is usually 60 F to 70 F , I wish you all the blessings and hope that  all of you have a 
opportunity to visit Quartzsite in the future. 

Quartzsite, in western Arizona, just 20 
miles east of the Colorado River on I-10, 
Quartzsite has been a rockhound's paradise 
since the 1960s.  
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 General Meeting: February 17, 2012 

Time: 7:30 pm   

Location:  S. C. Johnson Centre– 16 Morrell Street , Brantford ON N3T 4J2 

1/  Hwy 403 to Hwy 24 exit South 

2/ Continue south to St Paul Avenue, past Brantford General Hospital to  

    Brant Ave. Intersection. 

3/  Continue through lights to Grand River Ave., Turn right. 

4/ Continue on to Morrell Street go through stop sign turn right to enter parking lot. 

Alternate Route 

1/ Hwy 403 to Paris Road Exit, turn left onto Brant Ave. 

2/ Continue south on Paris Road to St Paul intersection. 

3/ Turn right onto St Paul Ave 

4/  Continue on St Paul Ave to Grand River Ave., Turn right. 

5/ Continue on to Morrell Street go through stop sign turn right to enter parking lot. 

. 
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2012 EXECUTIVE 

PRESIDENT: ERNIE EDMONDS PHONE            519-583-9457   EMAIL:   

VICE PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS   519-752-9756  Campbell.moons@silomail.com 

TREASURER: DARREN GAGE   519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

SECRETARY: KIM LEBLANC   519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com  

SHOW CHAIR 2011-12: BOB PARRY  519-448-1236  robert@roberthalloriginals.com 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: MARCEL LEBLANC 519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com 

SOCIAL: SUSAN WAKELEY   519-752-7690  suewake28@rogers.com 

SOCIAL: CARRIE GAGE    519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM: BABS KISIEL-PENNELL  519-751-3247  basis10p@hotmail.com 

FIELD TRIPS: K. LAHAY & FAYE MEADOWS 519-725-4678  fayemeadows@rogers.com 

CCFMS REP.: RENE PERRIN   519-267-5415  aperrin@rogers.com 

LIBRARIAN: RUSS McCRORY   905-389-6525 russelldavid.mccrory@sympatico.ca 

WORKSHOP: BRAD McCLELLAND  519-751-3141 

Field Trips: 

Herkimer trip is on the May 24th ( May 19, 20,21st ) weekend. Bill and Anne (Herkimer 

Diamonds) have reserved a block of rooms at the Herkimer Motel (www.hekimermotel.com 

Ph.: 877 656 6835)  If staying at the motel please mention Bills name for the group rate.  

Many members will be arriving on Friday May 18th and staying the weekend.  A KOA 

campground is located across the road from the Ace of Diamonds Mine and some camping 

spots are available at the mine itself.  Bill and Anne will be hosting a BBQ on Saturday 

evening.  Please contact fayemeadows@rogers.com if attending..   

Our annual field trip is also in the works for Arkona/Hungry Hollow in late April/early May 

depending on weather and river flow.  Dates and times will be confirmed. 

Field trips in conjunction with the CCFMS are somewhat in limbo right now as there is no 

Field Trip coordinator  for the CCFMS at the present time.  A call has gone out to all mem-

ber clubs for any volunteers willing to take up this position. If any member is interested 

please contact CCFMS president Russell Bruce at  bruce12@bell.net  

A tour of the Peter Russell’s Rock Garden at the University of Waterloo is in the planning 

stage and will take place May or June 

News Letter: 

Please consider submitting an article for  the next newsletter, an interesting trip, a find, jewellery making etc. 



8  

 

Mailing address: 1 Sherwood Drive, Brantford, Ont. N3T 1N3     Website: www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca 

THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

What Kind Of Rockhound Are You? 

The Fortune Hunter - this rockhound sees potential wealth in every pebble. You recognize him by his clutch on a new find. 

He has a greedy glitter in his eye as be asks, “What is this worth?” The beauty of the stone means nothing to him. First and 

foremost is the monetary value. 

The Optimist - Called the Happy Hunter, this one is characterized by a cheerful disposition. Any colorful rock excites him. 

At once he sees in any rock, large or small, a gem of rare beauty. This type of rockhound is fun on a rock hunt. A drenching rain 

only means that the rocks will show up better. Even when he finds nothing, he has relentless enthusiasm. 

The Road Runner - No mountain trail or river bed for this roadside seeker. He operates with the rule - never look further 

than 12 feet from the car. Road runner depends on low cunning for his supply of rocks. By wearing flimsy shoes, he avoids 

sloshing along stream beds or climbing hills. By forgetting equipment, he plays on the sympathy of others who offer him part of 

their finds. 

The Smasher and Basher - this one is recognized by the trail of rubble he makes with his sledge hammer. As he goes into 

rock areas, he smashes and bashes at everything in sight. By the time he is done, there is nothing but worthless chips. This con-

vinces him that the rock must have been originally unsound, anyway. 

Up Coming Events 

March 3 - 4 2012: 19th Annual Peterborough Gem, Mineral, and Fossil Show, Sat 10 AM - 5 PM; Sun 10AM - 5 PM. Evinrude Centre, 911 

Monagahan Road, Peterborough. Admission $3 adults; children 12 and under free. For more information: "http://www.rockandfossil.com".  

March 31 - April 1 2012: The 40th Annual Paris Gem & Mineral Show, presented by the Brantford Lapidary & Mineral Society, Paris Fair-

grounds, 139 Silver Street, Paris, Ontario. Saturday & Sunday, 10 AM to 5 PM. Admission: adults $5, kids 12 and under free. Featuring gem, 

mineral, fossil, and stone dealers; lapidary equipment; supplies; jewellery; demonstrations; exhibits; silent auction. Free parking. Wheelchair 

accessible. For more information, contact John Moons 519 752-9756 or Bob Parry at "mailto:robert@roberthalloriginals.com" .  

April 19-22 2012, 39th Rochester Mineralogical Symposium.  

April 27-29 2012, 21st Toronto Gem and Mineral Show and Sale, Friday 4 PM - 9 PM; Saturday 10 AM - 7 PM; Sunday 10 AM - 5 PM. Don 

Mills Civitan Arena, 1030 Don Mills Road, North York, Ontario. Adults $7, under 16 free.  

May 4 - 6 2012, 49th Canadian Micro Mineral Association Annual Symposium, Brock University, St. Catharines, Ontario. For more info, visit 

"http://www.canadianmicrominerals.ca"  

Saturday May 5 2012: Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral Show at the Waterloo Community Arts Centre (aka the "button factory"), 25 

Regina St. S., Waterloo, 10 AM - 4 PM. Rocks, minerals, gemstones, jewelry, fossils, meteorites. Free admission. Free rocks for kids.  

Saturday June 16 10-5  Niagara Peninsula Annual Gem and Mineral Show and Sale.  In conjunction with  the Berries and Blossoms-

Lincoln Family Festival,  New Location : Beamsville High School, 4317 Central Ave., Beamsville.   Features: Rocks, minerals, fossils and 

gems, kids exhibits and lapidary demonstration.  Mega door prize, gem and mineral identification and inspection.  Admission: Donation at 

door, free parking. 

Directions: QEW to Beamsville Ontario Street Exit; travel south.  One block after John Street turn left on May Street  high school is straight 

ahead.   Website: http://www.ccfms.ca/clubs/NPGS 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/

