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 FEBRUARY MEETING - February18, 2010  

CLUB NEWS 

 THE TELEPHONE  CITY 

Time: 7:30 pm   

Location: Woodman Drive Community Centre  491 Grey St. Brantford, Ont. 

1. Our attendance was a new record (42) on a very cold January evening.  Thanks to all the mem-

bers who braved a frosty Friday but I think we would all agree that the program presented by 

Derek Armstrong was well worth it. (Sorry no photos from Jan. would you believe I forgot my camera) 

2. Winners of the monthly mineral draw were Linda Ball and Russ Jennings. A hat donated by our speaker was won by 

Russ McCrory. 

3. This editor will have a junior rockhound to bring to our meetings and fieldtrips in the future.  Kathy and I are proud 

to announce the arrival of our first grandchild - Ethan weighing in at 12 lbs 7. The newsletter was a little rushed this 

month with the new arrival taking a bit of our time. 

4. Thanks to all members who have paid their dues. 

 Welcome New Member: Reneˊ Perrin from Cambridge    

     
Front Page:  The Three Centre Photos are a few of the fantastic mineral displays set for our club members information 

and mineral knowledge by Don Oliver at our meetings as part of our Mineral of the Month.  A SPECIAL THANK 

YOU TO DON for his time and effort in setting the array of minerals from his collection.  

The lower right is Heulandite our mineral of the Month. 

 
The program for February 18, 2011 will involve two 

components.  

1) The first is for all attending to bring their favourite 

gem, rock or item for a show and tell.  If you can, iden-

tify what you are bringing and a few points about 

it.  We would really like the younger members to par-

ticipate in this if at all possible.  Any new members, 

bring along an item and see if any of our in-house ex-

perts can help identify or provide any information. 

2) The second component will be a viewing of DVD 

about the Great Lakes and if we have 

time the Canadian Shield.  See you on Feb 18, 2011. 
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March 5-6     The 18th Annual Peterborough Gem, Mineral, and Fossil Show, presented by the Kawartha Rock & Fos-

sil   Club, Evinrude Centre, 911 Monaghan Road , Peterborough, Ontario. 10AM - 5 PM Saturday and 

Sunday. Minerals, fossils, gemstones, beads, equipment, books, displays, live and silent auctions. Admis-

sion $3; children under 12 free. For more information call 705-639-2406 or visit http://

www.rockandfossil.com.   

April 2-3 The 39th Annual Paris Gem and Mineral Show, presented by the Brantford Lapidary & Mineral Society, 

Paris Fairgrounds, 139 Silver Street, Paris, Ontario. Saturday and Sunday, 10 AM to 5PM. Admission $5, 

children 12 and under - free. Featuring gem, mineral, fossil, stone dealers, lapidary equipment, fine jewel-

lery, beads; demonstrations; exhibits; silent auction; ’Mine for Gems’ display. Free parking. Wheelchair 

accessible. Lunch bar. For more information, contact John Moons 519-752-9756 or Bob Parry at 

robert@roberthalloriginals.com or www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca 

April 14-17   38th Rochester Mineralogical Symposium 

 Website: http://www.rasy.org/MinerSymposium/MineralSymp.htm 

May 6-8 Canadian Micro Mineral Association 48th Annual Symposium, Brock University, St. Catharines, Ontario           

Speakers: TBA   Contact: Bill Lechner at 416-438-8908 or bill.lechner@rogers.com         

*Registration form available by request to the above.*    Website: http://www.canadianmicrominerals.ca  

July 15-17 29th Annual Sudbury Gem and Mineral Show “Northern Ontario’s Largest Gem, Mineral, Fossil, Bead 

and Rock Craft Show and Sale”    Fri. 5-9 PM Sat. 10AM - 6PM, Sun. 10AM - 5PM Carmichael Arena, 

1298 Bancroft Drive across from Minnow Lake; 1 km south of the Kingsway (Hwy. 17 east) 

 Admission: Adults $4, Seniors $2, kids 6-12 $1, kids under 5 free with adult. Features: Dealers; displays; 

demonstrations; door prizes; silent auctions; kid’s activities; mineral identification; video theatre; field-

trip Sun. at noon; BBQ; free handouts and literature; outside dealers/swap area Sat. 11am - 4 pm; pros-

pectors and metal displays; free parking 

 Contact: Ed Debicki 705-522-5140, email: ed.debicki@sympatico.ca  Website: http://www.ccfms.ca/clubs/

Sudbury/show.htm 

   

COMING EVENTS 2011 

The World’s Largest Privately Owned Gold Nugget 

This 23.26 kilogram gold nugget was found in April 2010 by a small group of 

part-time prospectors working with metal detectors in the Eastern Gold-

fields near Kalgoorlie, West Australia. The Ausrox Nugget went on display 

beginning in Oct. 2010 at the Museum of Victoria in Melbourne, Australia. It 

will be on display at the Tucson Gem and Mineral Show in Feb. 2011. It will 

also be on display in Munich, Germany and then later at the Houston Mu-

seum of Natural History in Texas. 

The largest gold nuggets still in existence are: 

1. The Hand of Faith - 874 troy ounces, found in Victoria, Australia in 

1950; now resides in the Golden Nugget Casino, Las Vegas, Nevada 

2. The Normandy, King of the West 819 troy ounces, 1995 near Kalgoor-

lie, West Australai; a gift of the Newmont Mining Corp. to the Austra-

lian government, displayed a the Perth Mint 

3. The Ausrox 748 troy ounces, 2010, in the private Pinnacle Collection 
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1. Tin Oxide, Acid, Give Rhodochrosite  Polish         By Bob Daniel 

When cutting Rhodochrosite it is important that only water be used in the saw. An oil based product 

will be absorbed and the stone's color deadened. 

After the material is ground to form, sand first on 220 grit, wet, then on 400 grit, wet. For best results 

use worn sanding cloths. 

Tin oxide is perhaps the best polishing agent for rhodochrosite. Some lapidaries report good results from tin oxide that 

has been mixed with a small amount of vinegar and used on a felt wheel. 

Another method is to mix two teaspoons of tin oxide and one level teaspoon of oxalic acid in half a pint of water and use 

on a leather buff. In this formula, be sure that not more than a third by volume of acid to tin oxide is used or the stone 

will be damaged. This also works well on marble.  

from Council Reporter, Jan. 2001 Via Rocky Rollers 3/01 via Rockcollector 4/01 

 

2. To clean and shine most drusy specimens, use Easy Off oven cleaner (fume-free is ok). Spray the specimen and then 

leave it overnight in a closed container or bag before rinsing. This even works on iron-stained quartz crystals. 

Breccia 8/00 via Dusty Rocks 6/01 

 

LAPIDARY WORKSHOP 

Heulandite is the name of a series of tecto-silicate minerals of the zeolite group. Prior to 1997, heulandite was recognized as a mineral 

species, but a reclassification in 1997 by the International Mineralogical Association changed it to a series name, with the mineral spe-

cies being named: 

heulandite-Ca, heulandite-Na, heulandite-K, heulandite-Sr, heulandite-Ba (described in 2002). 

Heulandite-Ca, the most common of these, is a hydrous hydrous calcium and aluminium silicate, (Ca,Na)2-3Al3(Al,Si)2Si13O36·12H2O. 

Small amounts of sodium and potassium are usually present replacing part of the calcium. Strontium replaces calcium in the heulandite

-Sr variety. The appropriate species name depends on the dominant element. The species are visually indistinguishable, and the series 

name heulandite is still used whenever testing has not been performed. 

Crystallography and properties 

Crystals are monoclinic. They may have a characteristic coffin-shaped habit, but may also form simple rhombic prisms. Frequently, a 

crust of fine crystals will form with only the ends of the rhombs visible, making the crystals look like wedges. They have a perfect cleav-

age parallel to the plane of symmetry, on which the lustre is markedly pearly; on other faces the lustre is of the vitreous type. The min-

eral is usually colourless or white, but may be orange, brown, yellow, brick-red, or green due to inclusions of celadonite. It varies from 

transparent to translucent. Isomorphous with heulandite is the strontium and barium zeolite brewsterite. 

The Mohs hardness is 3-4, and the specific gravity 2.2. Heulandite is similar to stilbite. The two minerals may, however, be readily dis-

tinguished by the fact that in heulandite the acute positive bisectrix of the optic axes emerges perpendicular to the cleavage. 

Discovery and occurrence 

Heulandite was first separated from stilbite by August Breithaupt in 1818, and named by him "euzeolite" (meaning beautiful zeolite); 

independently, in 1822, H. J. Brooke arrived at the same result, giving the name heulandite, after the mineral collector, Henry Heu-

land (1778–1856). 

Heulandite occurs with stilbite and other zeolites in the amygdaloidal cavities of basaltic volcanic rocks, and occasionally in gneiss and 

hydrothermal veins. 

Good specimens have been found in the basalts of Berufjord, near Djupivogr, in Iceland, the Faroe Islands and the Deccan Traps of 

the Sahyadri Mountains of Maharashtra near Mumbai. Crystals of a brick-red colour are from Campsie Fells in Stirlingshire and the 

Fassathal in Tirol. A variety known as beaumontite occurs as small yellow crystals on syenitic schist near Baltimore, Maryland. 

Heulandite - Mineral of the Month 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zeolite
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strontium
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barium
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brewsterite
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mohs_scale_of_mineral_hardness
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/August_Breithaupt
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http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Djupivogr&action=edit&redlink=1
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faroe_Islands
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deccan_Traps
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sahyadri_Mountains
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mumbai
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sahyadri_Mountains
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mumbai
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Fassathal&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tirol,_Italy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syenite
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baltimore
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maryland
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Fassathal&action=edit&redlink=1


5  

 

 

THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

Continued next page 



6  

 

 

 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

 

Utah Septarian Nodules  

Utah septarian nodules 

are found about 15 miles 

east of Zion National 

Park. They were formed 

in an ancient sea floor 

during the Cretaceous 

period, 70 million years 

ago. They can still be 

found weathered out of 

the hills, but the good 

ones are 20 to 30 feet 

underground and dug 

out by bulldozers.  

Some geodes are completely filled with calcite 

while others are hollows with calcite crystals. 

The composition of septarians is:  

yellow centers - calcite  

gray rock - limestone  

brown lines - aragonite  

white or clear - barite  

By Donna Anderson in Rockfinder Via The Cal-

gary Lapidary Journal,  

Oddities Of The Mineral Kingdom 

Itacolumite - The Rock That Bends 

It will bend and when turned over will bend in the opposite direc-

tion. No known practical use has been found for this bend rock, but 

it is a source of gold and some diamonds in Brazil and India. It is 

also found near clay with diamonds in it in these countries. 

Itacolumite is a metamorphic rock. The rock is a most extraordinary 

kind of sandstone and will bend under it own weight and slabs of it 

will bend even if the slabs are thick. 

The rock's flexibility is caused by symmetrical quartz grains, which 

interlock and therefore, rotate against each other when it bends. 

There is also some mica in it that helps as elasticity for the bending. 

Minerals of chlorite and talc are also found flexible. Itacolumite is 

porous to some degree from the water running through the veins in 

the rock. 

Bentonite - The Rock that Swells 

This rock, when put in water, will swell, taking up some five times it 

own weight and can enlarge to 50 times its own weight and can 

enlarge to 50 times its own volume. Bentonite is used by oilmen in 

filling the pores in rocks in which they are drilling for oil. Bentonite 

is a clay mineral, which makes it soft and slippery. The Black Hills 

region has beds of this material and they have a very wrinkled look 

when viewing them, as there is hardly any vegetation growing on 

them. Bentonite is in beds and is mined with mechanical shovels used 

for industrial purposes. It filters and also purifies some commercial 
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2011 EXECUTIVE 

PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS PHONE            519-752-9756    EMAIL:  campell.moons@sympatico.ca 

VICE PRESIDENT: KAREN WARD   905-525-0779  karenpward@sympatico.ca 

TREASURER: DARREN GAGE   519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

SECRETARY: KIM LEBLANC   519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com  

SHOW CHAIR 2011-12: BOB PARRY  519-448-1236  robert@roberthalloriginals 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: ROGER CAMPBELL 519-442-6542  roger.camp@sympatico.ca 

SOCIAL: SUSAN WAKELEY   519-752-7690  suewake28@rogers.com 

SOCIAL: CARRIE GAGE    519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM: BABS KISIEL-PENNELL  519-751-3247  basis10p@hotmail.com 

FIELD TRIPS: K. LAHAY & FAYE MEADOWS 519-725-4678  fayemeadows@rogers.com 

CCFMS REP.: KAREN WARD    905-525-0779  karenpward@sympatico.ca 

CCFMS REP:  BABS KISIEL-PENNELL  519-751-3247  basis10p@hotmail.com 

LIBRARIAN: RUSS McCRORY   905-389-6525 russelldavid.mccrory@sympatico.ca 

WORKSHOP: BRAD McCLELLAND  519-751-3141 

Lapidary and Minerals for Sale 

products and holds molding sand together. It is also used as a 

paper filler/carrier for use in such things as drugs and in farm 

ponds to prevent leakage. There are many other uses as well. 

Utah is one of the sources of bentonite. 

Magnetite - The Rock That Attracts 

The mineral magnetite, used in compass needles, has been 

found in Monarch butterflies. This discovery may help explain 

the well-known yearly migration of this species from eastern 

North America to Mexico. 

The Rock Rattler 2/92 via The Quarry, 1/03 
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ONCE UPON A SILENT AUCTION 

by Cindi Probst 

Somewhere at our Silent Auction 

I seemed to’ve lost reserve and caution. 

Wrote my name on all the bid sheets, 

Went back again for many repeats. 

Attacked old ladies with my pen 

When I was outbid again; 

Walked over babies, knocked down kids 

While trying to protect my bids. 

I hovered over a trilobite 

That would have ,if it could have, taken flight. 

I sighed as I fondled a jasper ring 

Wondering how much it would bring. 

As I raised the bid another dollar 

I could hear a nearby lady holler 

“I’m going to catch that nutty redhead 

And fill her pockets with a ton of lead!” 

So I hurried on to the next table 

Where I paused to read every label, 

And then heard the last two tables called. 

As I stood there, so enthralled, 

You can just imagine my chagrin 

When I learned I’d bought what I brought 

  ……..in. 

TREASURE 

by Elizabeth Martin 

in SIESClub News 

Some people search for diamonds, 

Some people search for gold. 

Some people only pick up rocks, 

At least that’s what we’re told. 

The diamonds make you famous, 

The gold you have to spend, 

The rocks just bring you pleasure 

And a host of happy friends! 

ON IDENTIFICATION 

(author unknown) 

I’ve looked into Pough’s 

And I’ve memorized Mohs. 

I’ve even paid Dana a visit. 

But when it’s all said, 

I still scratch my head, 

And sit here and wonder – 

“What is it?” 

GEODE CUTTING TIP: Have you ever had a bunch of geodes that you would like to cut on a saw but wanted to minimize 

the cuts to the crystals inside? Most geodes don’t have the same crystal concentration all around the inside. Below is a tip 

from the Southwest Gem (June 2001), author unknown, that gives you a great tip how to do it.  

- Ike House, Rock Rattler, 7/01  

Cutting geodes in the right place can be tricky. Try rolling the geode on a flat floor several times and mark the “up” side 

each time. Then cut on a plane parallel with the floor. Crystal growth inside the geode is probably most developed at the top 

and bottom of its position.  


