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Inside this issue: 

Congratulations  to all the winners of the mineral of the month, enjoy those speci-

mens guys.  This month is Blue Topaz and turquoise so come on out for a chance to 

win a nice Specimen. 

December is our POTLUCK meeting, so be sure to bring a deli-

cious main dish, side dish or desert and don't forget to bring a 

plate, glass, and utensils so you can enjoy all the food.  Drinks, 

It is also our club member sale where you get to bring out your specimens, 

crafts , and jewellery or any other artistic creations you have to sell to the other 

members.   Great for last minute Christmas gifts or a little last minute shopping 

cash 

Please note:  

Memberships are  now DUE 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/
http://ccfms.ca/
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December Birthstone: Turquoise 

Turquoise has been a precious gem material for thousands of years in many continents. It is used in ancient Egyptian, Persian and native American jewelry. The prop-

erties of turquoise that determine its value are its color, hardness, inclusions, rarity, treatments, polish/finish and size.  Unlike most gem materials, turquoise varies 

significantly in terms of its hardness – so when new “types” are found, their hardness is one of the properties that determines how valuable they are. 

Traditionally, the finest turquoise is considered to come from Iran. However, within the last 200 years, a turquoise culture and connoisseur-ship has erupted in the 

American Southwest. This region values turquoise eith attractive matrix that comes from mines that have been closed.  

The valuation of turquoise is therefore, somewhat subjective and varies between regions 

The Most Valuable Turquoise: 

The most valuable turquoise are large, natural (untreated) perfectly polished, hard pieces of strong “robin’s egg” blue with no inclusions or containing even, attractive 

inclusions characteristic of an old non-producing mines. 

Lowest Value: This turquoise is small, pale and reconstituted. A piece of turquoise like this is worth less than $20 

 

 Low Value: This turquoise piece is valuable for its large size and because it is natural. However, its color has unattractive brown and yellow tones and the “matrix” 

of inclusions is uneven 

 

 High Value: This turquoise cabochon is valuable for its bright blue color. Though it does contain inclusions, they are in a more orderly “pattern” and can be consid-

ered attractive. It is also quite large and has a strong polish. 

 

 Highest Value: A perfectly carved piece of natural turquoise. It’s color is bright and attractive, it is free of inclusions, untreated, and hard enough to hold a strong 

polish. A set of two of great carvings set in cufflinks sold at a Christie’s auction for $7000 

 

 Color  

The ideal color of turquoise is a “robin’s egg blue” or strong sky blue. Colors that are pale, whitish, greenish or yellowish are generally less valuable. Natural tur-

quoise tends to become green over time due to dehydration. 

Lowest Value: This turquoise piece contains unattractive and low-value colors of brown and pale yellowish green 

 Low Value: The pale greenish color of this turquoise is not considered valuable in the middle east and Europe, but it is considered the most valuable in the Far East, 

namely, Tibet and China 

 High Value: This is a very nice color of turquoise: pale sky blue. If it were brighter, it would be even more valuable still.  

Highest Value: Turquoise this color is typically the most expensive. It is intense: almost electric. It is only of the highest value, however, when it is natural. 

 

 Inclusions 

Turquoise forms over millions of years when water moves through the earth, leaving deposits between other minerals. Turquoise stones often contains these other 

minerals inside them. The turquoise and other minerals “dance” together in the stone, creating a pattern that is one of a kind. Unlike most characteristics of most gem-

stones, the valuing of turquoise according to its inclusions is fairly unstandardized and subjective. Collectors and connoisseurs of turquoise often develop a preference 

for a particular “look” -and the turquoise stone stat have that look then become the most valuable in the eyes of that collector . 

However, there are some very basic guidelines to use help you get a good deal. No inclusions or inclusions with a regular, or  “spider web” pattern tend to me more 

valuable than pieces with irregular inclusions. Also, inclusions are often used to identify which mine a piece of turquoise comes from, and therefore increase or de-

crease its value according to the “prestige” of that mine. 

Lowest Value: This turquoise cabochon is not necessarily helped by it’s matrix or “inclusions”. They are irregular, and not especially beau tiful, except to a collector 

of this kind of turquoise. 

 Mid Value: This piece of turquoise has lovely “spider web” veins that are fairly regular and most people would consider attractive.  

 

 High Value: This turquoise has no inclusions. It is natural Persian turquoise ad it is very rare. Turquoise of this quality is universally recognized as quality 

Bisbee Turquoise Lander Turquoise Lander  Turquoise Low Quality Turquoise High Quality Turquoise Low Quality Turquoise 
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 Highest Value: The inclusions on this piece of turquoise make it exceptionally valuable for 2 reasons. They are regular and attractive. They are also char-

acteristic of the mine the stone comes from called “lander” which no longer operates. Such a large piece could be worth thousands. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

The Finish of the Turquoise Gem 

Unlike most gems, the physical properties of turquoise vary from stone to stone. Important factors like luster, hardness and density which are standard in 

many minerals are represented in wide ranges in turquoise. These factors affect how shiny and how durable a turquoise stone can be. The most desirable 

turquoise stones have high luster (very shiny) and are quite dense and hard (means they will polish nicely and not scratch easily). 

The workmanship of the stone will also affect it’s vale: how nicely it has been cut and polished. The most valuable turquoise  stones will not have chips or 

rough spots. 

Chalky: This turquoise from China has a chalky, rough texture and does not hold a polish. 

Nugget: These turquoise nuggets seem to have a nice luster. However, because they have not been cut into cabochons, their value is less than similar 

stones that have been through more workmanship. 

Poorly Polished Here is a turquoise that HAS been cut into a cabochon. However, we can see that there are pits and bumps that have not been properly 

polished away. The cutter chose to do this to save as much of the material as possible. 

Perfect Here we see a perfectly finished quality turquoise cabochon. It is shiny (good luster) and is also cut and polished nicely which shows good work-

manship and suggests strong hardness. 

Size As with all gemstones, the bigger the piece of turquoise, the more valuable it is. The price difference is compounded by two factors: 1. There is more 

material, so it is worth more and 2. Large pieces are harder to find (rarer) than small pieces. This means that if you have 2 cabochons of the same quality, 

each of them 10 carats, their combined value will be less than 1 20 carat cabochon of the same quality of turquoise.  

Origin 

Especially in the southwest of the USA, the value of a piece of turquoise is affected by the prestige of the mine it comes from- its reputation for producing 

quality pieces and whether or not the mine is still producing. 

Effectively, if two pieces of identical turquoise (doesn’t of course exist, but hypothetically) are from two different mines, the one from the famous mine no 

longer in production will be more valuable. 

Bisbee: This turquoise is very highly praised and very rare. It comes from a mine in Arizona that is no longer operating.  

 Kingman: This mine is currently producing massive amounts of stabilized turquoise. It is not among the most valuable 

 Lander: Turquoise from this mine is very valuable. It is well known for spectacular pieces and it is no longer in production.  

 

Treatments: 

Because of the value and popularity of turquoise in the last several decades, a myriad of treatments and synthetics have entered the market. In fact, it is 

harder to find natural turquoise than it is treated or synthetic turquoise. 80% of turquoise has been treated to improve either its color or durability. Treat-

ments are used to make inferior pieces of natural turquoise harder and therefore more resistant to wear; durable enough to take a high polish. Treatments 

are also used to strengthen and enhance the color of paler less valuable turquoise stones. 

Impregnated or “stabilized” turquoise: Naturally porous turquoise is sometimes treated by the absorption of resins, epoxies, paraffin wax or plastics. 

This improves its texture and durability. You can tell if a gemstone has been treated this way by poking it with a hot needle. If it smells like plastic, you 

know it has been treated in this way. You can also tell by scratching it with a knife: treated turquoise has a hardness more like that of plastic, and therefore 

will scratch, whereas natural turquoise is harder and will not scratch under the knife. 

Dyed or “enhanced” turquoise: These turquoise stones have been dyed to improve color. Some of these techniques are very difficult to distinguish from 

natural turquoise. 

Backing: This is a technique often used in Native American turquoise jewelry. Quality natural turquoise is rare and it is often thin or brittle. In order to 

maximize the stone and to improve it’s durability, the cutter will often affix the turquoise on another stone using epoxy. This “backing” makes a thin piece 

less like to break and usable in jewelry. 

Reconstituted turquoise: small pieces of low quality or “scrap” turquoise is crushed into a powder and then mixed with binders (sticky substances) and  

pressed back together in a solid mass. Turquoise treated in this way is one of the lesser valued types. 

Imitation or “block” turquoise: This is not a treatment or form of genuine turquoise, but rather another substance that “pretends” to be turquoise. It is 

fake turquoise. Substances can include plastic, ceramic, other dyed reconstituted rocks, dyed resinous materials. You can tell the difference between plas-

tics and resins and real turquoise by holding them in your hand for about 7 minutes. The plastic will get warm while the turquoise will not. 
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COMING EVENTS 2012 

Dec. 07  The Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral Club 

  Each year in December our club holds a live auction for gems, minerals, fossils, meteorites,  and lapidary    

  items. The public is invited 

  Check  our website for more information :  http://www.calaverite.com/kwgmc/ 

Club News 

Our elections were held at our November meeting, see last page for your new 2013 Executive.     

Field Trips:  No field trips at this time but looking forward to the Herkimer trip next May.  Thanks again to Kathy and Faye for organizing 

such a excellent trip to the ROM. 

Work Shop:  Still looking for idea on classes in our workshop.  Please contact Brad, Ernie or Susan with your  ideas. Also it has come to 

the attention of the executive that some members are not cleaning up their work stations when finished their  Projects for the day.  Please be 

considerate of the next member who will be using your machine and clean up your area before  Leaving, Thank you. 

Also while Ernie has generously volunteered to TEMPORARILY look after the Building and Workshop Administrator role we are still 

looking for a member to step forward and accept this position.  If you would like to find out what the position entails please call either John 

Moons or Ernie Edmonds and they will be glad to let you know what the job entails.  

Programs:  Thank-you to Gary Bechtel for his interesting and informative talk on past rock and gem show.  December is our potluck and  

member sale so come out and enjoy a great meal and either pick up a nice present for some one or make a little cash for some last minute 

shopping. 

Library:  We recently the club was given a number of lapidary and jewellery hard cover books and a few dozen Lapidary Journals and 

Rock and Gems as a donation.  Thank you to Anne Szanto for the her kind donation and also for delivering them to Paris 

Newsletter: I am looking forward to doing the newsletter in 2013.  I am hoping to receive more input from the members in the new year, 

stories and pictures of your adventures in rock hounding, ore maybe how to make jewellery etc.  I personally find it much more interesting 
to hear and see what other members are up to.  Also if there are any suggestions about what you would like see in the newslet ter please 

contact me at marcel@execulink.com or phone me at 519-442-7372. 

2013 Show: Kim and Karen and Bob Perry are very busy organizing our 2013 Rock and Gem show and very soon they will be approaching 
the membership to volunteer for various activities ie: Membership Table, Silent Auction, Admissions etc.  Please consider volunteering as 

this is our major fund raising event.  We are also still looking for a theme for the 2013 show so if you have any ideas please contact Kim or 

any of the executive. 

The club is looking for a manual rolling mill, if any member knows where one might be available please contact Brad or Ernie. 

Wake up and come have supper at the 

Potluck. 
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MINERAL OF THE MONTH -  BLUE TOPAZ OR TURQUOISE 

As cool and inviting as a blue lake on a blistering summer day Decembers Birthstone is derived from the San-

skrit word "tapas," meaning fire.  This is because Blue Topaz was considered by ancient civilizations to have 

cooling properties.  Not only was it believed to cool boiling water when thrown into the pot, but to calm hot 

tempers as well!  This gemstone was credited with many other healing powers, among them the ability to cure 

insanity, asthma, weak vision and insomnia.  The Blue Topaz was even thought to have magical properties in 

its ability to make its wearer invisible in a threatening situation.   

Blue Topaz is the hardest of the silicate minerals.  While pure Topaz is colorless, minor changes of elements 

within the stone result in a variety of other colors, such as blue, pale green, red, yellow and pink.   

The blue hue is created when Topaz is heated, whether the heat source is natural or engineered by man.  The 

three shades of Blue Topaz are Sky, Swiss and London Blue.  The latter is the deepest blue and is often used 

as a less expensive substitute for Sapphire.   

Topaz is found primarily in Brazil, Nigeria, Sri Lanka, Mexico, Pakistan, China, and the United States.   

A gift of Blue Topaz is symbolic of love and fidelity.  Luckily, this cool blue gemstone has no legendary power 

to put out the burning flame of love!  

Alternate Birthstone  

An alternate birthstone for December is the Turquoise.  So named because it was initially brought to Europe by 

way of Turkey, this stone is one of the first gems to be used in jewelry.   Turquoise was considered by ancients 

to be a sacred stone, protective against all manners of evil and ill health.  This beautiful gemstone is mined in 

Iran and the southwestern United States.  A gift of Turquoise represents friendship and luck. 

See In-Depth article in this newsletter. 
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Club Field Trip to the Royal Ontario Museum 

Well on November 24th a fairly large contin-

gent , an estimated 37, of our club members 

got up early and  loaded themselves onto the 

Badder bus no 1300 for a field trip to the 

ROM.  Once at the ROM we gathered in the 

lobby and were split into two guided groups. 

We were led up to the ROMS gem and miner-

al exhibit where we were shown and informed 

about the many minerals, rocks, meteorites, 

and gems on display. 

I was especially interested in the meteorite 

display including a meteorite which was in-

fused with many, many tiny diamonds and 

was estimated to be worth $250,000.00 a 

gram and weighed around 10 grams, wow 

what a find. 

There were many other awesome examples of 

gems and minerals from around the world. 

Our guides wren very well informed and ex-

plained the various exhibits and answered all 

our questions. 

After viewing all the gem and mineral exhibit 

had to offer we all dispersed and  went 

through the ROM enjoying all the other exhib-

its it had to offer, everything from Dinosaurs, 

Mummies, Roman artifacts, and so much 

more. 

We all met at the bus at 3:15 and journeyed 

home after a fun and informative day. 

Thank-you to Kathy and Faye for organizing a 

great field trip.  
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Meeting: December 14, 2012 

Pot Luck Supper 

Time: 6:30 pm   

Location:  S. C. Johnson Centre– 16 Morrell Street , Brantford ON N3T 4J2 

1/  Hwy 403 to Hwy 24 exit South 

2/ Continue south to St Paul Avenue, past Brantford General Hospital to  

    Brant Ave. Intersection. 

3/  Continue through lights to Grand River Ave., Turn right. 

4/ Continue on to Morrell Street go through stop sign turn right to enter parking lot. 

Alternate Route 

1/ Hwy 403 to Paris Road Exit, turn left onto Brant Ave. 

2/ Continue south on Paris Road to St Paul intersection. 

3/ Turn right onto St Paul Ave 

4/  Continue on St Paul Ave to Grand River Ave., Turn right. 

5/ Continue on to Morrell Street go through stop sign turn right to enter parking lot. 

More pictures from the ROM 

And the Editors Favorite 
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Mailing address: 1 Sherwood Drive, Brantford, Ont. N3T 1N3     Website: www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca 

THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

2012 EXECUTIVE 

PRESIDENT: ERNIE EDMONDS PHONE            519-583-9457   EMAIL:   

VICE PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS   519-752-9756  Campbell.moons@silomail.com 

TREASURER: DARREN GAGE   519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

SECRETARY: KIM LEBLANC   519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com  

SHOW CHAIR 2012-13: KIM LEBLANC  519-448-1236  marcell@execulink.com 

       KAREN WARD  905-525-0779  karenpward@sympatico.ca 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: MARCEL LEBLANC 519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com 

SOCIAL: SUSAN WAKELEY   519-752-7690  suewake28@rogers.com 

SOCIAL: CARRIE GAGE    519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM: BABS KISIEL-PENNELL  519-751-3247  BASIA10P@hotmail.com 

FIELD TRIPS: K. LAHAY & FAYE MEADOWS 519-725-4678  fayemeadows@rogers.com 

CCFMS REP.: RENE PERRIN   519-267-5415  aperrin@rogers.com 

LIBRARIAN: RUSS McCRORY   905-389-6525 russelldavid.mccrory@sympatico.ca 

WORKSHOP: BRAD McCLELLAND  519-751-3141 

YOUR 2013 EXECUTIVE 

PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS                  519-752-9756                  Campbell.moons@silomail.com 

VICE PRESIDENT: ERNIE EDMONDS  519-583-9457      

TREASURER: KIM LEBLANC   519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com 

SECRETARY: DARREN GAGE   519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com  

SHOW CHAIR 2012-13: KIM LEBLANC  519-448-1236  marcell@execulink.com 

             KAREN WARD  905-525-0779  karenpward@sympatico.ca 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: MARCEL LEBLANC 519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com 

SOCIAL: RUSSEL JENNINGS   289-386-4988 

SOCIAL: CARRIE GAGE    519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM: RENE PERRIN   519-751-3247  aperrin@rogers.com 

FIELD TRIPS: K. LAHAY & FAYE MEADOWS 519-725-4678  fayemeadows@rogers.com 

CCFMS REP.: RENE PERRIN   519-267-5415  aperrin@rogers.com 

LIBRARIAN: ROGER CAMPBELL   519-442-6542  roger.camp@sympatico.ca  

LAPIDARY WORKSHOP CHAIR PERSON : BRAD McCLELLAND  519-751-3141 

BUILDING AND WORKSHOP ADMINISTRATOR: ERNIE EDMONDS (TEMPORARY)   519-583-9457    

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/

