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 DECEMBER MEETING - December 10, 2010  
 THE TELEPHONE  CITY 

Time: 6:30 pm   (NOTE DATE AND TIME CHANGE) 

Location: Woodman Drive Community Centre  491 Grey St. Brantford, Ont. 

We will have annual potluck dinner on De-

cember 10 at 6:30 PM. Please bring a salad, 

meat plate, relish tray, casserole dish, buns, 

cheese and crackers or dessert. Also remem-

ber to bring a plate and utensils. Drinks will 

be provided. We usually have a great selec-

tion of food so come and enjoy the feast and 

the club‟s warm atmosphere. (just a re-

minder, please do not use nuts in your pre-

pared dish or please indicate if you did.)  

We will also show a video.  

2011 EXECUTIVE: (From Left) Roger C, Karen W, Zenon D. Brad M.,  Darren G., Carrie G. Babs P., John M. 

Missing from Photo: Kim L. , Russ M., Sue W., Bob Parry     (N.B. Kathy says she was filling in for Kim LeBlanc) 

FRONT PAGE: Upper - Our November program and Specimens    Left Lower - Members at silent auction during 

November meeting        Lower Right - Don Oliver with pewter items as examples of  his zinc ore program 

We will have our annual member‟s sale, so bring out your crafts,  jewellery or 

rocks and minerals for other members to purchase.  Tables will be available to 

display your items for sale. Members can purchase Christmas gifts or expand 

their collection of minerals. Last year we had a nice mix of items. 
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

 Colour is clear, white, blue, bright and pale green to yellowish or greenish brown. 

 Lustre is vitreous. 

 Transparency crystals are transparent to translucent. 

 Crystal System is monoclinic; 2/m 

 Crystal Habits include short prismatic, rarely tabular crystals. The square cross section is dis-

tinctive in the prismatic crystals. Also compact, granular, columnar and massive. 

 Cleavage is perfect in two lengthwise directions at close to right angles and a basal parting direction is sometimes 

seen. 

 Fracture is uneven, even rough. 

 Hardness is 5 - 6 

 Specific Gravity is approximately 3.3 (slightly above average) 

 Streak is white. 

 Other Characteristics: Some specimens have been known to fluoresce and some specimens have inclusions that can 

form "cat's eyes" if polished in cabachon. 

Best Field Indicators are crystal habit, associations, colour, fracture and cleavage 

Diopside is an important rock forming mineral in several metamorphic and basic to ultra basic igneous rocks, also found 

in meteorites. Diopside is a part of an important solid solution series of the pyroxene group. The series includes the miner-

als hedenbergite, CaFeSi2 O6, and agile, (Ca, Na)(Fe, Mg, Al)(Al, Si)2 O6. A series occurs when ions (in this case iron and 

magnesium) can freely substitute between each other. Diopside is the magnesium rich end member of the series. The diop-

side-hedenbergite series is analogous to the amphiobole, tremolite- actinolite series.  Ref. (www. Galleries.com) 

Mineral of the Month - DIOPSIDE  (CaMgSi2 O6, Calcium Magnesium Silicate) 

NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Now that we come to the close of another year it is time to reflect on the past year and see what the future will  bring us.  

The year 2010 was a very good year for us. We do very well especially when we compare our club to other clubs. The 

membership numbers keep going up, we have well attended meetings and our finances are in good order. 

We had another great show in the spring with a very good attendance. We had a good number of great visits to different 

quarries, our website looks good and we offer two workshops per week. 

At our November meeting we managed to get a number of constitutional changes approved by the membership. A few of 

the changes were long overdue and I am happy that they are accepted. 

In 2010 the CCFMS went through a very difficult period but I believe common sense put the CCFMS on the right track. 

There is almost a completely new executive and I am very happy that one of our members, Faye Meadows is on the ex-

ecutive of the CCFMS. We wish them good luck. 

This past year we managed again to make a donation towards scholarships at the University of Waterloo. We are one of 

the few lapidary clubs that  is able to do so. 

At our November meeting the membership stepped forward and re-elected people for every office. This is always a good 

sign for next year we have to look out for a new president because this my third and last year as president. 

As president I would like to thank everyone on and off the board for all the work that made a great year possible. The 

coming spring we will have our annual show in Paris.  The facilities make it difficult to have seminars, but there is 

enough room for members to show their treasures. We have now a number of showcases and we ask members to show 

their collections; big or small. If anyone has ideas to make our show better and more interesting then we would like to 

hear from you. We are also open to ideas for our meetings and places to visit. 

On behalf of the board we would like to wish all of you a great festive season.  

JOHN MOONS - President  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Diopside-225169.jpg
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 Does The Bible Mention Dinosaurs? 

If people saw dinosaurs, you would 

think that ancient historical writ-

ings, such as the Bible, should men-

tion them. The King James Version 

was first translated in 1611. “Some 

people think that because the word 

“dinosaur” is not found in this, or 

other translations, the Bible does not 

mention dinosaurs. 

It was not until 1841, however, that 

the word “dinosaur” was invented. 

Sir Richard Owen, a famous British 

anatomist and first superintendent 

of the British Museum (and a 

staunch anti-Darwinist), on viewing  

the bones of Iquandon and Me-

glosaraus, realized these represented 

a unique group of reptiles that had 

not yet been classified. He coined the 

term “dinosaur” from the Greek 

words meaning “terrible lizard”. 

 Thus, one not expect to find the 

word “dinosaur” in the King James 

Bible- the word did not exit when 

the translation was done. Is there 

another word for “dinosaur”? There 

are dragon legends from around the 

world. Many “dragon” descriptions 

fit the characteristics of specific di-

nosaurs. Could these accounts of 

encounters with what are called di-

nosaurs? 

The Hebrew word commonly trans-

lated “dragon” in the KJV (Hebrew: 

tan, tannin, tannim, tannoth) ap-

pears in the Old Testament some 30 

times. There are passages in the Bi-

ble about “dragons” that lived on 

the land: “he[Nebucchadnezzar] has 

swallowed me like a 

dragon” (Jeremiah 51:34), “the 

dragons of the wilderness” (Malachi 

1:3). Many biblical creationists be-

lieve that in many contexts, these 

could refer to what we now call 

“dinosaurs”. Indeed, Strong’s Con-

cordance lists “dinosaur” as one of 

the meanings of tannin/m.  

THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

In Genesis1:21, the Bible says, 

“And God created the great sea 

monsters and every living thing 

that moves, which the waters 

swarmed, after their kind.” The 

Hebrew word here for “sea mon-

sters” (“whales” in KJV) is the 

word translated elsewhere as 

“dragon” (Hebrew:tannin). So, in 

the first chapter of the first book of 

the Bible, God may be describing 

the great sea dragons (sea-dwelling, 

dinosaur-type animals) that He 

created. 

There are other Bible passages 

about dragons that lived in the sea: 

“the dragons in the waters” (Psalm 

74:13), “and he shall slay the 

dragon that is in the sea” (Isaiah 

27:1). Though the word “dinosaur” 

strictly refers to animals that lived 

on the land, the sea reptiles and 

flying reptiles are often grouped 

with dinosaurs. The sea dragons 

could have included dinosaur-type 

animals such as the Mosasurus. 

Job 41 describes a great animal in 

the sea, Leviathan, that even 

breathed fire. This “dragon” may 

have been something mighty 55-ft. 

(17 m) Kronasarus, or the 82-ft. 

Liopleuron. 

There is also mention of a flying 

serpent in the Bible: “the fiery fly-

ing serpent” (Isaiah 30:6). This 

could be a reference to one of the 

pterodactyls, which are popularly 

thought of as flying dinosaurs, such 

as the Pteranodon, Rhamphorhyn-

chus or Ornithocheirus. 

Not long after the Flood, God was 

showing a man called Job how 

great He was as Creator, by re-

minding Job of the largest land 

animal He had made:  

Behold now behemoth, which I 

made with you: he eats grass like 

an ox. See now, his strength is in his 

loins, and his force is in the mus-

cles of his belly. He moves his tail 

like a cedar; the sinews of his 

thighs are knit together. His bones 

are like tubes of bronze; his limbs 

are like bars of iron. He is the 

chief of the ways of God: his 

maker brings near his sword (Job 

40: 15-19). 

The phrase “chief of the ways of 

God” suggests this was the largest 

land animal God had made. So 

what kind of animal was 

“behemoth”? 

Bible translators, not being sure 

what this beast was, often translit-

erated the Hebrew, and thus the 

word behemoth (e.g. KJV, NKJV, 

NASB, NIV). However, in many 

Bible commentaries and Bible 

footnotes, “behemoth” is said to be 

“possibly the hippopotamus or 

elephant.” Some Bible versions 

actually translate “behemoth” this 

way. Besides the fact that the ele-

phant and hippo were not the 

largest land animals God made 

(some of the dinosaurs far eclipsed 

these), this description does not 

make sense, since the tail of behe-

moth is compared to the large ce-

dar tree (verse 17). Now an ele-

phant‟s  tiny tail (or a hippo‟s tail 

that looks like a flap of skin!) is 

quite unlike a cedar tree! Clearly 

the elephant and the hippo could 

possibly be “behemoth”. No living 

creature comes close to this de-

scription. However, behemoth is 

very much like Brachiosaurus, one 

of the large dinosaurs. 

ARE THERE OTHER ANCIENT 

RECORDS OF DINOSAURS? 

In the film the Great Dinosaur Mys-

tery, a number of dragon accounts are 

presented:  

A Sumerian story dating back to 

2000BC or more tells of a hero named 

Gilgamesh, who, when he went to fell  
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

 

On behalf of the membership I wish to thank the 2010 Executive for their time and effort and for guid-

ing the Brantford Lapidary Club to a very successful and enjoyable year. Also many thanks to all the 

club members who participated in club events including our annual show, fieldtrips,  meetings and other 

rock and mineral shows. (Roger C- editor)  

2010 EXECUTIVE 

(Cont‟d from page  5)   cedars in a remote forest, encountered a huge vicious dragon that he slew cutting off its head as 

a trophy. 

When Alexander the Great (c.330BC) and his soldiers marched into India, they found that the Indians worshipped 

huge hissing reptiles that they kept in caves. 

China is renowned for its dragon stories, and dragons are on prominent Chinese pottery, embroidery and carvings. 

England has its story of St. George, who slew a dragon that lived in a cave. 

There is the story of a tenth century Irishman who wrote of his encounter with what appears to be a Stegosaurus. 

In the 1500‟s a European scientific book , Historia Animal-

ium, listed several animals that we would call dinosaurs as 

still alive. A well-known naturalist of the time, Ulysses Al-

drovandus, recorded an encounter between a peasant 

named Baptista and a dragon whose description fits that of 

the small dinosaur Tanystopheus. The encounter was on 

May 13, 1572, near Bologna in Italy, and the peasant killed 

the dragon. 

Petroglyphs (drawings carved or painted on rock) of dino-

saur like creatures have been found.         (Photo at Agawa 

Rock on Lake Superior.) 

In summary, people down through the ages have been fa-

miliar with dragons. The descriptions of these animals fit with what we know about dinosaurs. The Bible mentions 

such creatures, even ones that lived in the sea and flew in the air. There is a tremendous amount of other historical 

evidence that such creatures have lived beside people. 

(From an exert of a booklet ‟What Really Happened to the Dinosaurs‟ by Ken Ham  May 2005)  

Photo by Roger C 
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS PHONE            519-752-9756    EMAIL:  campbell.moons@sympatico.ca 

VICE PRESIDENT: KAREN WARD   905-525-0779  karenpward@sympatico.ca 

TREASURER: DARREN GAGE   519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

SECRETARY: KIM LEBLANC   519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com  

SHOW CHAIR 2011-12: BOB PARRY  519-448-1236  robert@roberthalloriginals 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: ROGER CAMPBELL 519-442-6542  roger.camp@sympatico.ca 

SOCIAL: SUSAN WAKELEY   519-752-7690  suewake28@rogers.com 

SOCIAL: CARRIE GAGE    519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM: BABS KISIEL-PENNELL  519-751-3247  basis10p@hotmail.com 

FIELD TRIPS: K. LAHAY & FAYE MEADOWS 519-725-4678  fayemeadows@rogers.com 

CCFMS REP.: KAREN WARD    905-525-0779  karenpward@sympatico.ca 

CCFMS REP:  BABS KISIEL-PENNELL  519-751-3247  basis10p@hotmail.com 

LIBRARIAN: RUSS McCRORY   905-389-6525 russelldavid.mccrory@sympatico.ca 

WORKSHOP: BRAD McCLELLAND  519-751-3141 

WORKSHOP INSTRUCTOR:  ZENON DABROWSKI 

2011 EXECUTIVE 

25 Years Ago 

Dec 6, 1985 -  Woodman Park Community Centre  - Time 6:30 

“Our Christmas Meeting starts off with a Pot Luck Supper at 6:30pm. Contributions to the supper to be of your choice. 

Please bring dishes and cutlery, etc. for the entire family as none are available at the Centre. Tae, coffee and juice will be 

provided. You won‟t regret joining us at the so-called „Pot Luck‟ usually turns out to be a sumptuous feast. 

The speaker at this meeting will be Mr. Harold Schuyler. Mr. Schuyler is a friend and neighbour of Lew Depew and he will 

bring pictures of a trip to Switzerland.  

Note: Show Committee to hold a short meeting after supper and before the program commences.” (editor May Howell) 

The Legend of the Sand Dollar - The Sand Dollar or Holy Ghost Dollar (shell) is one of 

the most unusual specimens of marine life. The marking on the shell symbolize the 

Birth, Crucifixion and Resurrection of Christ.  

On the top side of the shell, an outline of the Easter Lily is clearly seen. At the centre of 

the lily a five pointed Star representing the Star of Bethlehem appears. The five nar-

row openings are representative of the four nail holes and the spear wound made in 

the body of Christ during the Crucifixion. 

Reversing the shell you will easily recognize the outline of the Christmas Poinsettia and 

also the Bell. When broken, inside the shell are five little birds called Doves of Peace. Some say they are the Angels that 

sang to the Shepherds the First Christmas Morning. 
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 A “ROCKHOUNDS VERSION” OF THE DAY  

BEFORE CHRISTMAS By Norma Wing 

 

Twas the dawn of the rock hunt and all through the crowd 

Every person was shouting, the echos were loud. 

The tools were all packed in the cars with great care 

In hopes that the leader, soon would be there. 

The lunches were made and stuck in the sacks 

For crystals and geodes, there was room in the packs. 

Me, in my Sunday hat and Pa in his cap 

I knew there was not time for taking a nap. 

The sun on the banks of the new fallen snow 

Made us wonder if we really should go. 

Then arrived our leader so lively and gay 

I knew we‟d have a wonderful day. 

He whistled and shouted and called us by name 

He said he was delighted that so many came. 

Now drive away, drive away, drive away all 

To the top of mountain, near the old waterfall. 

The cars were all started - the dust really flew 

Contaminating the air and making noise too. 

We flew around the curves, bumped over the ground 

And before we knew it, we arrived with a bound. 

Amid the country silence, there arose such a clatter 

A squirrel and blue jays came to see what was the matter. 

We grabbed pick and shovel and went straight to work 

And watched some newcomer that worked with a smirk. 

He dug and he scratched and filled his pack. 

Complaining all the while about his poor aching back. 

We worked so hard at doing our job 

And finding nothing, we began to sob. 

This digging for rocks really gets rough 

„Cause it‟s always the newcomer that finds 

THE BEST STUFF.   

Mailing address: 1 Sherwood Drive, Brantford, Ont. N3T 1N3     Website: www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca 

THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

Recipe for a Good Rock Club 

Assemble a group of Rockhounds in assorted sizes and per-

sonalities. 

MEASURE ACCURATELY: 

1 cup friendly words 

1 cup courtesy 

1 cup understanding 

1 cup patience 

SIFT CAREFULLY to remove all malice and ego. 

ADD a dash of wit and humour, a heart full of cooperation 

and praise, where needed. 

MIX WELL until blended into a smooth running 

organization. 

SPRINKLE with Good Times and Fun. Garnish with New 

Members. Serve with Warm Greetings. Plenty for all. 

CLUB NEWS 

1. Monthly draw winners - Larry Papp and Brook Gage 

2. The story of Calamine - the ore of zinc - a most interesting topic as presented by Don Oliver at our November 

 meeting. The subject was very informative and Don gave a super talk on the nature of calamine brass and smith

 sonite. Thank you Don!  

3. Apologies to Bev Anderson who  arrived  early for our November meeting  and was told by Woodman staff that 

 there was no meeting scheduled.   

4. Thanks to all members who participated in our annual  meeting, including  the amendments to our constitution 

 and bylaws and our annual elections. 

5. DON‟T FORGET TO BRING PLATES AND UTENSILS FOR OUR POT LUCK . 

6. We enjoyed another great gem and mineral show organized by Ken Dardano in London . 

7. Copies of the Constitution and Bylaws will be available for anyone who wishes a copy. 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/

