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A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY 
NEW YEAR TO ALL THE BRANTFORD SOCIETY 
MEMBERS AND TO ALL CCFMS CLUBS. 
WISHING YOU AND YOUR FAMILIES ALL THE 
BEST IN 2008. 
We will have a potluck supper at - 
Place: Woodman Drive Community Centre 
  491 Grey St. Brantford, Ont. 
 

Date: Fri. December 14, 2007   
Time: 6:30 pm     (N.B.  date and time change) 

  
This is a potluck supper please bring a salad, cold plate, hot plate,  
buns, casserole, relish tray or dessert. Please bring plates and cutlery. 
 
This will be an informal meeting. We will be taken on a tour of our 
workshop to show any members what lapidary equipment is available 
for their use and how it is used. 

This will also be a members sales night – put on your salesman’s hat.  

If you have any lapidary items, rocks, minerals or fossils or any non-
related lapidary crafts that you have made, please feel free to bring 
them to the meeting and sell them to other members or guests. This  
is a chance to get a special Christmas gift or an opportunity to show  
off your talents with a profit. 
We have invited our friends from the Oxford County Geological  
Society ( Woodstock) to join us for our December meeting and dinner. 
 
 
 
 
 

       BLMS Inc. ----  NEWSLETTER ----    December 2007                 

               

 

2007 Executive 
 

             President : 
        Phyllis Czarnowski 

519-     519-752-8276 

 

             Vice President: 
             Gary Bechtel 

             519-756-8298 

 

             Treasurer: 

             Ernie Edmonds 
             519-583-1957 

 

             Secretary: 

     Maddie Lavender 

             905-634-1758 
 

         Show Chair – 2007: 
             Jenny Jones 

             519-750-0953 

 
             Newsletter Editor: 

             Roger Campbell 
519-442-6542 

r      roger.camp@sympatico.ca 

 

             Social: 
             Deborah Jackson 

             519-770-4502 

             Program: 

 

             Field Trips 
             and CCFMS Rep.: 

             Blair Batty 

             519-426-8409 

 

             Librarian: 
             Russ McCrory 

            905-389-6525 
 

    Workshop: 

             Brad McClelland 
 519-751-3141 

 
 

 

http://www.brantford.ca/
http://www.brantford.ca/
http://www.brantford.ca/
mailto:roger.camp@sympatico.ca


 

Looking Back on 2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to all the  
Brantford Lapidary and  
Mineral Members for a great  
and  successful 2007 year. 
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New 2008 Executive 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many thanks to our nominating committee Susan Wakeley and Deborah Jackson for 
successfully filling a majority of the 2008 positions and also Gary Bechtel for putting the 
election together. We also thank everyone who were elected or volunteered to take a 
position to keep our Society as successful as previous executives have in the past 44 
years.  

 

Meeting: 2007 AND 2008 EXECUTIVE will meet at Gary Bechtel’s home (581 Elgin St. 
Brantford) on Mon. Dec 17, 2007 at 7PM. 

 
President’s Message 
To all the 2007 executive, a huge thank you for all your support and to Deborah Jackson 
for taking on the position as our Social Convenor. 
I want to wish everyone a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Good Luck to your new executive, I am sure they will receive the same support as I have 
had this past year. 
Thanks sincerely 
Phyllis C. 
 

 
25 Years Ago  

‘Dec 10 1982 – We will be having a Christmas party in the form of a Pot Luck. There 
will also be a Penny Sale (rocks, minerals anything else you want to give). The 
program for this evening will be Fred Sheppard on Faceting.’ 

 
 

Picture a department store, where a little girl sits perched on Santa’s knee. 
“Ho, ho, ho!” says Santa. “What do want most of all, little girl?” 

“I want to know where the bathroom is?”  
 

President – Bill Boone    Vice President – John Moons 
Treasurer – Karen Ward   Secretary – Kathy Campbell 
Show Chair 2008 – Jenny Jones  Show Chair 2009 – Bev Anderson 
Newsletter Editor – Roger Campbell CCFMS Rep. – Blair Batty 
Fieldtrip Chairman – Gary Bechtel  Workshop – Brad McClelland 
Librarian – Russ McCrory   Social – To Be Announced 



 
November Meeting 
Three of Our Scholarship Winners for 2007-2008 attended our November meeting to 
thank the club for our support in their education at Waterloo. 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  Professor Stephen Evans gave an interesting  

           presentation on landslides in the Phillipines, 

Luke Brough        Jason Homewood       Sean Sinclair            Peru and Tadjikistan 

 
 

London Club Show and Bus Trip 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Phyllis doing Pres. work                 Full Bags & Empty Wallets                                                                                                                            

                         
                 
                                                                     
Paul Smitham and his self collected 
amethyst specimens from Blue Points             

Amethyst Mine in Thunder Bay Ont. 
A truly proud Canadian rockhound. 

Thanks Paul for sharing your story 
 and your collection. 

 

 
Welcome: A warm welcome to our newest member, Ruth Longden from Paris, an avid seashell 
collector. Hope you enjoyed the trip to the London Gem Show. (knit 1, pearl 2) 

 
The Journey Of The Highgate Mastodon 
 
The Mastodon lived in North America during the last part 
of the Ice Age, 10,000 to 20,000 years ago. This well 
preserved mastodon skeleton was excavated at 
Highgate, Ontario in 1890. This skeleton actually has a 

history being in the circus. …..  (See story on page 8) 

 

Eighteen club members traveled by bus to the London 
Gem Show on Nov. 25. We all enjoyed a sociable trip  
and  found the show to be a well organized event with 
many new and old dealers selling anything from amber 
to zeolites. Thank you to all who joined on the bus and 
to Phyllis for organizing the trip. 
Thanks to Ken Dardano and the London Club for their 
hospitality and a great show. 
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Club History – Chapter 4 
“In 1968 the club members had a display at the Niagara, N.Y. Show at Lewiston. They planned 
another trip to Toronto, this time the McLaughlin Planetarium, to see the spectacular world of 
astronomy. This year all meetings were now held at the Museum on the third Friday of each 
month. 
In 1969 George Huff was made an honourary member of the club because of his many years of  
service with the Club. The first Annual Mineral Collectors workshop was held March 1 and 2, at 
McMaster University put on by Chairman Ray Hill of the Gemini Rock Club, Burlington.  
The Workshop was well attended by the Brantford Club members and the scheduled program 
included notable speakers, auctions, swapping, special tours of the modern identification 
facilities at the University and a banquet.  
The club finished off the year with a trip to the Science Centre in Toronto. 
In 1970 Pebble Pups was started which was the young people’s session of the 
Club. Ruth and Morley Lefler taught the children about rocks , minerals and fossils.  
A second federation workshop was held at McMaster Univ., March 13 – 15.  The 
 Brantford Club participated by setting up a display.  
The January meeting of that year consisted of three members, Bill Hastings, Jim Camilleri and 
Jean Erskine presenting a program on rock collecting in Nova Scotia. Later during the year, the 
Leflers presented a program on fossils they had collected. This year a silversmithing workshop 
was introduced. It was held at the home of Louise Dawson and Jean Erskine on Saturday 
nights. Several Club members took part in in this venture and several had their first 
introduction to silversmithing. Brantford hosted a trip on July 11, to the Dundas Quarry for the 
benefit of the National Campers and Hikers Association, held at Brant Park that year. A fair 
amount of trading was done with the campers and they left many gifts for our club members in 
appreciation of organizing the trip to Dundas. Other workshops planned that year were for 
camera  photography of specimens, micromounting, fossil identification, fluorescent study of 
rocks and minerals. 
1970 to 1976 Club records seem to be lost, but we know the club was active in workshops. 
Doug Hunter came for at least four years for Rolled Gold Wire lessons which were well 
attended. Also continued was the Micromineral  Workshop which was attended by Stan Collyer, 
Gary Bechtel, Louise Dawson, Rudi Czarnowski, Bill Hastings and Jim Camilleri. Each June a 
field trip was planned for local collecting and a picnic or barbeque followed. A weekend  
demonstration and display was put on at the Brantford Plaza and a later date another display 
at the Towers Plaza. “ (to be cont’d) 

 
Club meetings were held at 
the Brantford Museum and  
Glenhryst Gardens in the 1960’s. 
 
(photos from the archives of  

Louise Dawson and Jean Erskine) 

 



 
 

Government Policy for Gold Panning, Mineral & Fossil Collecting in Ontario  

 
In 1997, the Province of Ontario issued a policy intended to clarify the legal issues associated with 
gold panning, rock and fossil collecting in Ontario.  

Prior to this policy, there were no formal guidelines for collectors, and this led to a number of 

conflicts and problems associated with trespassing and abuse of property rights.  

There is a thin line between encouraging collectors in their pursuit of knowledge and enjoyment and 
the legal issues concerning property rights, the environment and safety concerns regarding old and 
abandoned mine sites.  

This is one of the reasons why I have deliberately avoided making specific recommendations for 
sites or collecting localities as I do not want my suggestions to be taken as "official" permission to 
trespass or collect at an old mine site which may be unsafe. This is a complicated issue, and must be 
approached with good measure of common sense.  

This is the preface from the policy:  

MINERAL COLLECTING 
POLICY: LP 701-1  
Date issued: July 24, 1997  
Mining Act R.S.O. 1990, s.1  

POLICY: "Mineral collecting in Ontario is a privilege offered by the Province and is not a right. Hobby 
mineral collectors have no legal right to collect or extract minerals on Crown land or on land where 
title or an interest or right is held by a person or company, who is not the mineral collector."  

"As stewards of minerals in the province, the Ministry of Northern Development and Mines 
recognizes hobby mineral collecting for its recreational and educational benefits to the public as a 
whole. Therefore the Ministry allows mineral collecting under conditions specified in this policy."  

Government of Ontario Collecting Guide (pdf format): Mineral Collecting in Ontario  

www.mndm.gov.on.ca/MNDM/MINES/Lands/brochure/rockhnd/rh_e.pdf 

 
ROCKHOUND (A definition) 
From ROCK (meaning stone) and HOUND (as in bloodhound). The name probably derived from 
the peculiar posture of these creatures as they creep around the countryside on all fours. 
Eventually the posterior elevation becomes the most recognizable feature. 
  
Humour :  Deep within a forest a little turtle began to climb a tree. After hours of effort he 
reached the top, jumped into the air waving his front legs and crashed to the ground. The turtle 
tried again and again while a couple of birds sitting on a branch watched his sad efforts. Finally, 
the female bird turned to her mate, “Dear,” she chirped, “ I think it’s time to tell him he’s 
adopted.”    Via The Gates Rockhound Bulletin 2001 
 
Two paleontologists came upon some tracks. One said they were stegosaurus tracks. The other 
said they T-Rex tracks. They were still arguing when the train hit them!!!!!! 

 

Reminder - Dues are Due and that’s no joke!   Deadline Jan 31/08 

Single membership: $15.00 / Family Membership: $18.00

http://www.mndm.gov.on.ca/MNDM/MINES/Lands/brochure/rockhnd/rh_e.pdf
http://www.mndm.gov.on.ca/MNDM/MINES/Lands/brochure/rockhnd/rh_e.pdf
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Jewelry: The Primary Use of Gold  

 

The production of ornamental objects was probably the first use of gold over 6000 years ago. 
Gold is found in the pure state, is very easy to work and was probably the first metal used by 
humans. Today, most of the gold that is newly mined or recycled is used in the manufacture of 
jewelry. About 78% of the gold consumed each year is used in the manufacture of jewelry. 
 
Special properties of gold make it perfect for manufacturing jewelry. These include: very high 
luster; desirable yellow color; tarnish resistance; ability to be drawn into wires, hammered into 
sheets or cast into shapes. These are all properties of an attractive metal that is easily worked 
into beautiful objects. Another extremely important factor that demands the use of gold as a 
jewelry metal is tradition. Important objects are expected to be made from gold.  
 
Pure gold is too soft to stand up to the stresses applied to many jewelry items. Craftsmen 
learned that alloying gold with other metals such as copper, silver, and platinum would 
increase its durability. Since then most gold used to make jewelry is an alloy of gold with one or 
more other metals.  
 
The alloys of gold have a lower value per unit of weight than pure gold. A standard of trade 
known as "karatage" was developed to designate the gold content of these alloys. Pure gold is 
known as 24 karat gold and is almost always marked with "24K". An alloy that is 50% gold by 
weight is known as 12 karat gold (12/24ths) and is marked with "12K". An alloy that contains 
75% gold by weight is 18 karat (18/24 = 75%) and marked "18K". In general, high karat 
jewelry is softer and more resistant to tarnish while low karat jewelry is stronger and less 
resistant to tarnish - especially when in contact with perspiration.  
 
Alloying gold with other metals changes the color of the finished products.  An alloy of 75% 
gold, 16% silver and 9% copper yields yellow gold. White gold is an alloy of 75% gold, 4% 
silver, 4% copper and 17% palladium. Other alloys yield pink, green, peach and even black 
colored metals. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gemini member Joe Hilliard demonstrates faceting  
of a synthetic ruby at the 36th Gemini Gem and 
Mineral Show in Burlington on Nov 11 &12.  
Thanks to all the Burlington members for a great 
2007 Show. 

 
It was nice to see familiar faces that we had not 
seen in quite some time. Wishing Betty Pruner all 
the good health as possible, we are thinking of you. 



 
 

"Journey of the Highgate Mastodon" 

In the spring of 1890, William Regcraft found some bones while digging a ditch on his uncle’s farm, 
one mile from Highgate, Ontario. A hardware merchant named William Hillhouse bought the bones, 
and he and his uncle, John Jelly, also bought the right to continue excavating. What they found was 
almost an entire skeleton of an Ice-Age mastodon, relative of the modern elephant.  
Hillhouse and Jelly cleaned the bones and strengthened them with two layers of hot white glue. 
The one and only tusk, described as a “perfect beauty,” was dropped and broken in two places. 
After it was repaired, they offered R.A. Essery $50 to take the mastodon out on tour. Essery headed 
toward Winnipeg, putting up posters that read, “A Monster Unearthed! Do not fail to see the 
Highgate Mastodon!” A review by the St. Thomas Evening Journal read, “...the cavity in the head 
from whence the fire of a mastodonic eye...is almost large enough to admit a man’s head.” 
Between 1890 and 1892, Essery died somewhere out west, and Hillhouse and Jelly lost track of 
what they called “The World’s Greatest Wonder.” Then, Hillhouse received a handbill from his niece 
in Neche, ND, revealing it was now being displayed by a Mr. Thompson and Mr. Glover.  
The bones then wound up in storage at the Bibb Broom Corn Co. in Minneapolis. After some time, 
the company sold them to Harry Dickinson, a Great Northern Railroad fireman, to recoup unpaid 
storage costs. Harry shipped them by rail to his father’s home in Barnesville, MN, and they 
exhibited the mastodon around Minnesota and the Dakotas for the next several years.  
Around 1898, a Buxton physician, James Grassick, saw the show and later bought the mastodon for 
$10, and in 1902, he loaned the bones to UND for display. A week later, the Grand Forks Herald 
published an article about it, and three days later, UND received a letter from William Hillhouse 
claiming rightful ownership. Grassick quickly sold the bones to UND for $100, and when attorneys 
came after him soon after, he told them he no longer owned them. 
It was 49 years before the mastodon surfaced again. UND history professor Elwyn Robinson wrote 
to the State Historical Society to say a mastodon had been discovered in an attic on campus, and it 
was shipped to the Historical Society and placed in a storage building. 
Early in 1991, plans were being made for a permanent exhibit at the ND Heritage Center titled The 
First People: North Dakota Prehistory. Committee members were wishing they had a nice 
reconstructed megafauna, like an ancient bison or mammoth for the display. Collections curator 
Mark Halvorson asked if a mastodon would do, at which point the chief archaeologist started 
laughing, saying, “Will a mastodon do? Yeah, that’d be nice!” Halvorson replied, “OK, I’ll pull our 
mastodon.” Paleontologist John Hoganson said, “You have a mastodon!?” Halvorsen said, “(Yeah, 
out) beside the ‘61 Lincoln Continental in the warehouse.”  
Museum director C.L. Dill said, “I know I’ve seen this lower jawbone we have in a crate, but I’ve 
never seen anything else.”  
It had been more than a quarter century since a mastodon had been reconstructed anywhere in the 
world, but after bouncing around in crates for a hundred years, the ancient Highgate Mastodon was 
on its way to having itself put back together. It now proudly stands near the entrance of the  
Heritage Center Museum. (per Dakota Datebook July 2004) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

      2008 Renewal 
    Join the Brantford Lapidary and Mineral Society 
 
Name____________________________    Phone___________________ 
 
Address______________________________________ Postal Code________ 
 
EMail________________________________________ 

Your interests(X):  Lapidary,  Minerals,  Faceting,  Fossils,  Jewellery  Micromount 

Send with $15 single ($18/family) to: Treasurer, Brantford Lapidary & Mineral Society 
              1 Sherwood Drive, 

        Brantford, ON,     N3T 1N3 


