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ON DECEMBER 8, 2017 AT 6:30 PM (NOTE: DATE AND TIME CHANGE)
WE WILL HOLD OUR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS POTLUCK DINNER AND
MEMBER LAPIDARY AND CRAFT SALE.
Please bring your favourite dish (meat, salad, vegetable or desert) fruit
buns, condiments, KFC and please remember to bring a plate and cutlery. Tea, coffee and cold drinks will be provided.
We will also have tables set up to sell your jewellery, crafts of any kind,
minerals etc. As usual we will have our member silent auction. This is a
perfect time to enjoy a delicious dinner, to chat with fellow club members and buy a gift for family or friends.
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BLMS INFO
WORKSHOP: Our workshop is open Wednesdays from 1:00 to 9:00 pm (note new time) and Sundays
from 12-2pm.
N.B. please contact Rita A : apanavr@gmail.com or 289-682-7612 or Ernie at
289-583-9457 about the extended hours on Wednesdays. See workshop photos on page 4.
CCFMS: Check Website for show updates.

http://www.ccfms.ca

MEMBERS: Thanks to all members who help setup and remove tables and chairs for our monthly
meetings, also to our social committee for the coffee and snacks. Last month we would thank Allan H.
for his display of silver and gold (photo bottom right).
FACEBOOK: Andrea Larromana has added Facebook to our website and link on our
newsletter https://www.facebook.com/groups/916113761832155/

TREASURER: FAYE WOULD LIKE TO REMIND ALL MEMBERS THAT THE
2018 MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE NOW DUE.
JANUARY PROGRAM: Caroline Andrews—Torch fired enameling.
November Meeting: We were pleased to have Laura Scaife as the guest speaker at our November
meeting. Laura took us on a geologists mining tour around the world to visit sites in Saudi Arabia,
the Ghana goldfields and the Tarkwa mine, Yemen, Ecuador, Galapagos Islands, Solomon Islands,
to Madagascar to promote mining and even to pickup a columnar basalt in Nova Scotia and deliver
to Peter Russell's rock garden at the U. of W. There was definitely a keen interest in the topic as
many member had questions on her various sites of exploration and her newest endeavour, ore
reserve modelling. Thank you Laura.
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2018 GEM AND MINERAL SHOWS and 2017 EVENTS
December 9-10 2017: Gneiss Guy Minerals and Fossils holds their annual Christmas Warehouse Sale, 820 Gartshore St., Unit #19, Fergus, ON N1M 2W8. 10 AM to 5 PM both days. For
more information e-mail gneissguy@bell.net or call (519) 400-6133.
March 3-4 2018: Kawartha Rock and Fossil Club presents their 24th annual show. 10 AM to 5 PM
both days. Evinrude Centre, 911 Monaghan Road, Peterborough, Ontario. For more information contact:
Robert Becket, phone 705-740-4530 or e-mail rhbeckett@bell.net . Admission $4; children under 12 free.
March 24-25 2018: Buffalo Geological Society presents the 50th Annual Gem Mineral Fossil Show. Saturday,
10 AM to 6 PM; Sunday 10 AM to 5 PM. Erie County Fairgrounds, Market, Grange, & State Police Buildings,
5820 South Park Avenue, Hamburg, New York. For more info visit http://www.bgsny.org
April 7-8 2018: Brantford Lapidary and Mineral Society presents their 46th annual Lapidary and Mineral
Show. Saturday and Sunday, 10 AM to 5 PM. Paris Fairgrounds, 139 Silver Street, Paris, Ontario N3L 1V5. For
more info visit http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/abouttheshow.htm

MOHAWK COLLEGE— On Line Courses: mohawkcollege.ca/ces 905-575-2177
ENVR10050— MINERALS: Learn about minerals, their composition and classification. The concept of mineral formation is followed by the use of descriptive and identifying properties. OntarioLearn 45 hours
Jan.16 - Apr.24/2018 ($463.65)

A few notes from the president.
When you get older time seems to go faster and faster. Here we are; one month before
Christmas and we all know how fast December rolls by.
This is the time of the year to have a quick look at what happened to our society this year.
For some reason we are always lucky with the weather when it comes to meetings. We managed to have our winter meetings at the planned dates. We had great speakers with good
turn-outs.
Our show in the Spring was the best one ever and the clubhouse did well also.
The trip to Bancroft was a bit modest in attendance, but those who went found it an interesting experience.
The big news for us was of course the fire in the clubhouse in early August. We were lucky that the fire
department was there so fast and the damage was limited. We could not use the building for a couple of
weeks, but we were allowed back in and it is getting used a lot. Now we run the Wednesday workshops
from 1 pm to 9 pm. It is shorter if nobody shows up. There is still a lot of uncertainty about the clubhouse.
The City does not seem to know what to do with 19 Helen Ave and other old buildings the City owns. In
2020 the provincial rules for accessibility change and the city has to have the new rules in place. It might
not be worthwhile for the City to change those buildings. In the meantime we can use 19 Helen Ave and
that is all we want. Ernie has very regular contacts with the City and we appreciate his work in this very
much.
After a bit of effort we managed to fill all the positions on the board when Bill VanGaal
agreed to be the secretary. Thank you Bill.
From here on behalf of your executive we would like to thank everybody who volunteered this year for all their great work and we wish you and yours a happy, healthy and
safe holiday season.
John Moons, President
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THE LAPIDARY WORKSHOP MEMBERS

Our Wed. evening workshop monitors Rita and Joshua

James shaping a garnet crystal

THE TELEPHONE CITY CRYSTAL

Jeannine and Ernie busy at at Genie Grinders

Above: Ernie’s beautiful spectrolite freeform
Left: Jeannine’s colourful jasper cab
Right: Rita resets a cabochon in silver setting.

This arbor and possibly more
equipment will be for auction at our
December meeting with a reserve
bid.

******** FREE FOR THE TAKING ****(AT WORKSHOP): GLASS DISPLAY CASE 60”L X 20”D X 32”H
(OVER HEIGHT 44” ON WHEELS) ***
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Mineral Fun Fact - The Largest Known Quartz Crystal Cluster
In The World Discovered : At Farm Otjua, Karibb district Date: August 1985 Size: 3m wide, 3m high Weight: 14100kg

Comments: Excavation lasted 5 years Prism and pyramid faces are well
developed on the crystals from Otjua. The milky appearance indicates
abundant fluid inclusions. The quartz crystals from Otjua are perfect and
beautiful crystals. They are furthermore unique since many of them are
doubly terminated, thus identifying them as “floaters”, i.e. they grey while
floating in the mineralized fluid, rather than growing onto a surface. There
is no record in literature for the largest “floater” ever found, and it might
well be that Otjua crystal do have distinction of being the largest. The
largest single crystal from Otjua ia a floater with a length of 2.2 m and a
circumference of 1.8 m. It has a estimated weight of 1 ton and is part of a
cluster displayed in the foyer of Kristall Galerie in Swakopmund Museum,
Namibia . (Lake Havasu Gem Club Rocky Tales Jan. 2017)

INDONESIA has a long history of gemstone use, proven by the discovery

of bracelet-like objects in West Java. The ancient jewelry items made of jasper were thought to have been made around 3500 BC. The site of the find is
called Mount Padang, and is a man-made pyramid that was thought to have
been constructed during the Bronze Age. According to some, it may even be
the oldest man-made structure in the world. The Indonesian gemstone industry is mainly concentrated in South Kalimantan on the island of Borneo. This
is the largest island in Asia which is shared among the Kingdom of Brunei,
Malaysia and Indonesia. It is said that Borneo was referred to by Indians as
"Suvarnabhumi", which comes from Pãli language and means "Golden
Land". In fact, there are gold deposits and small amounts of silver and platinum in Kalimantan, and in the southern island of Sumbawa. The largest gold
mine is in the western province of Papua; the eastern part of which belongs
to Papua New Guinea.
One of the most colorful stones found in Indonesia is jasper. It is an impure,
opaque variety of quartz that can be found in almost any color, with stripes,
spots or flamed patterns. Indonesian jasper cabochons are found in delicate
neutral colors, eye-catching vivid colors, or dark masculine hues (see image,
right). One bright yellow and black stone from Java is traded as "bumble bee
jasper". However, this material is actually composed of volcanic lava and
sediment, so is not jasper. The presence of sulfur gives it the vivid yellow
colors. Another product of volcanic activity is obsidian; a volcanic glass.
This is also found in Indonesia, especially mahogany obsidian, so-called because of its rich mahogany-colored streaks. It is often carved into cameos.
Internet—Gem Select

Rockhound & Lapidary T-Shirt Slogans:
May the quartz be with you!
Old lapidarians never die, they just recrystalize.
We dig Mother Earth.
Follow me, I am looking for gold...
Diamond saws are a girl’s best friend.
(Apache Junction Club newsletter Nov. 2017)
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Tip: Don’t be satisfied with scratches on your
cabochon. Go back to the sanding wheel again.
When stone is properly polished, you can read the
reflection from the bottom of an overhead light
bulb in the high polish of your stone. To work out
the flat spot in the cab, mark the stone with an aluminium pencil. When properly ground and
shaped , you will have erased the cross and flat
spot. (From The Cutting Edge May 2009)
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AZURITE
Azurite is one of the most popular minerals with mineral collectors. It is found in all price and size ranges.
Being an ore of copper, it is found most abundantly in copper mines. Azurite crystallizes in areas above the
water table where the original ore-bearing rock (which generally contains or contained copper sulfides such
as chalcopyrite) is slowly attacked by descending mineralized fluids. When conditions are right, and carbonate ions such as occur in calcite or limestone are available, these ions can combine with copper ions
leached from the ore and the copper carbonates of azurite and/or malachite may slowly crystallize in open
spaces in the rock.
The best crystals of azurite are generally found in places where the water table is far below the surface. Deserts, or near deserts, are ideal environments for azurites. The two most noteworthy sources for superb
crystals, Tsumeb, in South West Africa (Namibia), and Bisbee, in southern Arizona, are both in very dry localities.
Tsumeb produced the largest azurites ever found. just how large the largest one every encountered would
be is hard to say, as there were some rumors of some extraordinary crystals that apparently were not saved.
But certainly a few were saved that approached 10 to 12 inches long. Perhaps the most interesting of these
exceptionally large crystals is a group of azurites which were once on display at the Newmont Mining office
in New York. The crystals were nearly black, highly lustrous, with individuals to 8 inches long and the overall size and perfection of the group was most impressive. It was one specimen I dreamt of prying loose from
its owner. Supposedly Newmont which ran the mine in Tsumeb, bought the specimen from a bar. The story
was that the specimen had been used by one of the miners to pay off a $265,000 bar tab! Today, it sits in the
American Museum of Natural History in New York. It was donated by Newmont, with an appraised value of
$250,000.00 While no locality can equal the best of Tsumeb, Morocco has in recent years produced some
very fine large crystals to perhaps 4 or 5 inches long. Bisbee was once a major source for fine crystals of
several different habits, including rose shaped aggregates. The best roses have definitely come from
Bisbee. One exceptional 4” rose sold for $35,000 some years ago. In the last 10 years, azurite roses have
been mined at LaSal, Utah, and Shilu, Guangdong Province, China.
These are generally a lighter blue than Bisbee roses, which are often nearly black, but are very lustrous. In
some of the best Bisbee specimens, bright blue azurite crystals appear to be growing out of malachite matrixes. Sometimes the azurites are pseudomorphal and are replaced by malachite, in whole or in part. Other
Bisbee azurites occur not as crystals, but as beautiful botryoidal masses. Rarely, azurite stalagmites are
offered for sale. Slices of such material may show alternating layers of malachite and azurite or just different
shades of azurite. It is these different varieties and habits which make azurite an attractive addition to any
collection. By Russell Behnke
(From Chip-N-Pick, via Bowen-lite, via Mineral Matter, via The Glacial Drifter, via The Rock Rattler, 3/94 &
Rocket City Rocks and Gems, November 1994)

ONE OF EARTH’S MISSING MINERALS FOUND
LOCKED INSIDE METEORITE
Proposed yet never proven component of crust and mantle found in space debris THOMAS SUMNER 12:30PM, MARCH 29, 2016d fo microscop TOMIOKA

The last of a group of dense minerals that make up much of Earth’s crust and upper mantle has been found
tucked inside a meteorite that slammed into Australia 135 years ago. The newly discovered mineral, a variety of majorite, is potentially abundant in sinking tectonic plates and could help illuminate the behavior of the
deep Earth, its discoverers say.
Each identical component of this mineral contains 32 magnesium atoms, 32 silicon atoms and 96 oxygen
atoms arranged in a distorted cube. Natural samples of MgSiO3 tetragonal garnet, the mineral’s scientific
moniker, had eluded scientists since the mineral was first artificially produced in 1985.
For additional info go to https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Majorite
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The above trilobite photos were sent to me by good friend Bob O’Donnell after a recent find at Hungry
Hollow area. I also was able to see the actual fossil with all the fine detail at the London Gem Show.
Bob states “that I have to take a picture of the eye facets and count them, plus I have to look at the curvature of the top and sides of the eye and shape of the entire body of it to come up with a proper ID. I
believe that It is an Eldredgeops it could be Eldregeops rana.” Bob is considering removing the partially exposed trilobite as well as exposing of trilobites on the reverse side. (Incredible find Bob !!!)

Enhydrous Quartz Geode: This is an enhydrous quartz
geode from Salto do Jacui, in the basaltic province of Rio
Grande do Sul, the southernmost state in Brazil. A window
was polished in the face of the geode to make it easier to see
the water level and gas trapped inside as it is backlit and
shaken side to side. These enhydrous geodes formed when
silica rich fluids deposited chalcedony quartz on the walls of
gas pockets inside cretaceous volcanic basalt over 66 million
years ago. The geodes are collected today in primary or sedimentary clay soil resulting from the decomposition of the basalt. The quartz husk of the geode is much more durable than
the basalt it formed in, which explains why the geodes erode
out of the basalt rock intact, without cracking, and the water
and gas inside the geode is sometimes trapped and sealed
inside. by DanTrocke (The Badger Diggin’s 2013)
ORPIMENT is a deep orange-yellow coloured arsenic sulfide mineral with formula As2S3. It is found
in volcanic fumaroles, low temperature hydrothermal veins, and hot springs and is formed both by
sublimation and as a byproduct of the decay of another arsenic mineral, realgar.

Orpiment was traded in the Roman Empire and was used as a medicine in China even though it is very
toxic. It has been used as a fly poison and to tip arrows with poison. Because of its striking colour, it
was of interest to alchemists, both in China and the West, searching for a way to make gold.
For centuries, orpiment was ground down and used as a pigment in painting and for sealing wax, and is even used in Ancient
China as a correction fluid. It was one of the few clear, bright-yellow pigments available to artists until the 19th century. However, its extreme toxicity and incompatibility with other common pigments, including lead and copper-based substances
such as verdigris and azurite, meant that its use as a pigment ended when cadmium yellows, chromium yellows and organic
dye-based colors were introduced during the 19th century.
Orpiment is used in the production of infrared-transmitting glass, oil cloth, linoleum, semiconductors, photoconductors, pigments, and fireworks. Mixed with two parts of slaked lime, orpiment is still commonly used in rural India as a depilatory. It is
used in the tanning industry to remove hair from hides. (Wikipedia)
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2017 EXECUTIVE:
PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS

519-752-9756

VICE PRESIDENT: STEVE JOHNSON
TREASURER: FAYE MEADOWS

campbell.moons@silomail.com
steve1johnson@hotmail.com

519-725-4678

SECRETARY: BILL VANGAAL

fayemeadows@rogers.com
bsvang@primus.ca

SHOW CHAIR 2017: BOB PARRY

519-448-1236

robert@roberthalloriginals.com

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: ROGER CAMPBELL

519-442-6542

roger.camp@sympatico.ca

SOCIAL: CONSTANCE HANSCOMB

519-720-0679

cshanscomb@yahoo.com

SOCIAL: ANDREA & DAVID LEARMONTH:

andrea.lynn.learmonth@gmail.com

PROGRAM: BETTY PARRY

519-448-1236

betty@roberthalloriginals.com

FIELD TRIPS: ANDREA LARROMANA

519-761-2135

andrea.larromana@yahoo.ca

CCFMS REP.: KATHY LAHAY

519-725-4678

kllahay@rogers.com

LIBRARIAN: DARREN GAGE

519-758-8426

darren_gage@hotmail.com

WORKSHOP CHAIR PERSON: ERNIE EDMONDS

LIGHTER SIDE

QUOTES: Some minds are like concrete,
Thoroughly mixed up and permanently set.
Peace starts with a smile.
The good Lord didn't create anything without a purpose,
But weeds in the garden and mosquitoes
come close.

TIP: To dispose of acids used for cleaning:
place the acid in a plastic or earthenware container, add a few pieces of limestone until the
bubbling stops. The acid has been neutralized
and can be safely poured out almost anywhere. (From Cobb-L-Stones via Snoopy
Gems and The Mountain Gem October 1993).

Mailing address: 1 Sherwood Drive, Brantford, Ont. N3T 1N3
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Website: www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca

