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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: MONTHLY MEETING:      

DATE:  FRIDAY OCTOBER 20, 2017    TIME:  7:30 PM 

WHERE: TB COSTAIN/S.C. JOHNSON COMMUNITY CEN-

TER, 16 MORRELL ST. BRANTFORD, ONT.  

PROGRAM: JEFF SHALLITðOPTICAL PROPERTIES OF MINERALS 

Jeffrey Shallit is a member of the Kitchener-Waterloo 

Gem and Mineral Club and editor of the club newslet-

ter.  He's been collecting minerals off and on for 50 years, 

and is particularly fascinated by the optical properties of 

minerals.  In his spare time, he teaches computer science 

at the University of Waterloo. 

Abstract of talk: 

Minerals interact with light in many different and interesting ways.  I will talk 

about fluorescence, phosphorescence, tenebrescence, labradorescence, and 

many other esenses".  Samples illustrating the different properties will be 

shown, and some given away! 
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THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

     BLMS INFO 

 WORKSHOP:  Our workshop is open Wednesdays from 1:00 to 4:00 pm and Sundays from 12-2pm. 

N.B. As most of the members know our Helen St. workshop received fire damage back in July.  The 

workshop was temporarily closed but has since reopened. The City of Brantford owns the building and 

has recently advised the club that there is damage to the structure and would prefer that we move to 

another location. Ernie Edmonds is in contact with the City and will evaluate alternative locations of-

fered by the City. 

CCFMS: Check Website for show updates.    http://www.ccfms.ca  

MEMBERS:  Thanks to all members who help setup and remove tables and chairs for our monthly 

meetings, also to our social committee for the coffee and snacks. 

N.B. Many thanks to the members who assisted at the club booth at the Ancaster Gem Show. We hand-

ed out many club brochures and fliers for our next years show.  

 FACEBOOK: Andrea Larromana has added Facebook to our website and link on our 

newsletter https://www.facebook.com/groups/916113761832155/ 

FUTURE MEETINGS FOR  2017 :    

November 17: Laura Scaifeð University of Waterloo 

December 8: Pot luck dinner and members sale. 

 

TREASURER:  FAYE WOULD LIKE TO REMIND ALL MEM-
BERS THAT THE 2018 MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE NOW DUE.   

The Theme for our 2018 46th Annual Gem and Mineral Show (April 7 & 8 2018) is ñITôS EASY TO BE 

GREENò with the idea of minerals that are green in colour. Here is a list of green minerals to get you 

started on a display for the show: Actinolite, Chlorite, Epidote, Dioptase, Malachite, Olivine, Jade, 

Prehnite, Serpentine, Variscite, Chrysocolla, Phengite, Fuchsite, Emerald, Beryl, Apatite, Tanzanite, 

Garnet, Tourmaline, Jasper, Feldspar, Tremolite, Appophyllite, Augite, Pyroxene and more. 

SHUNGITE (SECRET RUSSIAN STONE): I recently spoke with a dealer at the Ancaster 

Show who exclusively sells Shungite. Not at all familiar with the material I decided to inves-

tigate. You learn something every day. 

It is found only in the northern Russian district of Karelia. Shungite was formed about 2 

billion years ago and is ñcomposed of nearly all the elements of the periodic tableò. Though it commonly 

known that not all chemical elements are beneficial to life forms, the claim is that a feature of this mineral is 

its only health-giving components are absorbed by water. 

Scientists have found that shungite is the only mineral that contains Fullerenes. Only recently discovered, 

Fullerenes were among the scientific sensations of the 20th century. Named after the great architect, Buck-

minister Fuller, this closed, hollow cage of 60 or more carbon atoms that forms a fullerene molecule. 

Shungite has been used in medical treatment since the early 18th century. Peter the Great set up Russia's 

first spa in Karelia to make use of the water purifying properties of shungite, which he had himself experi-

enced. He also instigated its use in providing purified water for the Russian army. The anti-bacterial proper-

ties of shungite have been confirmed by modern testing.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_the_Great
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spa
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THE TELEPHONE CITY CRYSTAL 

2017 GEM AND MINERAL SHOWS and EVENTS 

  
University of Waterloo Science Open House & Gem and Mineral Show 
Dates:  Friday Oct. 27 & Saturday Oct. 28 
Hours: Friday: 12 noon to 6 pm, Saturday: 10 am to 5 pm Location: Earth Sciences Museum, 
EIT - Centre for Environmental and Information Technology, 1st & 2nd Floors , 200 University Avenue West, 
Waterloo, Ontario 
Admission: free     For more information, please contact: Assistant Museum Curator, 519-888-4567 ext 
32469    
University of Waterloo Earth Sciences Museum website: https://uwaterloo.ca/earth-sciences-museum/  
 
Walker Club Annual Auction 

Dates: November 4    Hours: viewing starts at noon, auction at 1 pm 

Location: Knox United Church, 2569 Midland Avenue, Scarborough, Ontario For more information, please 

contact:   

Walker Mineralogical Club website: www.walkermineralogicalclub.com/    

 

London Gem & Mineral Show 

Dates: Friday, November 17th to Sunday, November 19th, 2017 Hours: Friday: 4 pm to 9 pm, Saturday: 10 

am to 6 pm, Sunday: 10 am to 5 pm Location: Agriplex Building, Western Fair District, 845 Florence Street, 

London, On. 

Admission: Adults $6, Children $3 For more information, please contact: 519-400-6133,  London Gem Show 

& Mineral Show website: http://www.gemandmineral.ca/    

 

58th Annual Gem and Mineral Show, Montreal 

Dates: Friday, November 24th to Sunday, November 26th, 2017 Hours: Friday: 12 noon to 9 pm, Saturday: 

10 am to 7 pm, Sunday: 10 am to 5 pm Location: Place Bonaventure, 800 De La Gaucheti®re Ouest, Montr®-

al, Qu®bec 

Admission: 65+ yrs $7, Adults $8, Student $6, Children 12 & under are free  For more information, please 

contact: Montreal Gem and Mineral Club website: http://www.montrealgemmineralclub.ca/    

 

Scientists find 3.7 billion-year-old fossils, oldest known  
Fossil bacterial communities uncovered in Greenland by melting ice and snow Thomson Reuters August 31, 
2016  
 
This is a rock with the stromatolites, tiny layered structures from 3.7 billion years ago that are remnants from 
a community of microbes that used to live there. (Allen Nutman/University of Wollongong via AP)  
The earliest fossil evidence of life on Earth has been found in rocks 3.7 billion years old in Greenland, rais-
ing chances of life on Mars aeons ago when both planets were similarly desolate, scientists said on Wednes-
day. 
The experts found tiny humps, between one and four centimetres (0.4 and 1.6 inches) tall, in rocks at Isua in 

south-west Greenland that they said were fossilized 
groups of microbes similar to ones now found in seas from 
Bermuda to Australia. If confirmed as fossilized communi-
ties of bacteria known as stromatolites ð rather than a 
freak natural formation ð the lumps would pre-date fossils 
found in Australia as the earliest evidence of life on Earth 
by 220 million years. 
"This indicates the Earth was no longer some sort of 
hell 3.7 billion years ago," lead author Allen Nutman, of 
the University of Wollongong, told Reuters of the findings 
that were published in the journal Nature. (contôd  page 7) 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/oldest-fossils-reveal-life-3-4-billion-years-ago-1.978460
http://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/oldest-fossils-reveal-life-3-4-billion-years-ago-1.978460
http://nature.com/articles/doi:10.1038/nature19355
http://nature.com/articles/doi:10.1038/nature19355

