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 APRIL MEETING - APRIL 15, 2011 

SHOW NEWS 

 THE TELEPHONE  CITY 

Time: 7:30 pm   

Woodman Drive Community Centre 

 491 Grey St. Brantford, Ont. 

 

Another show has come and gone like a meteor through the sky (and just as spectacular). On behalf of the executive and 

the club I would like to thank Show Chair Bob Parry and his committees for another well organized and attended Gem 

Show.  The attendance estimate for the show was 1800+.  

1. On behalf of the executive and show committees I would thank all of the volunteers (admission table, silent auction, 

member‘s table, mining adventure). 

2. A special thanks to all the members who filled display cases with their minerals, fossils, jewellery, carvings, cabo-

chons, spheres, etc. We are starting to look like a club show again. 

3. Extra thanks is extended to the demonstrators including Peter Russell, Bo Renneckendorf, Tomas Cihula, Marie and 

Konrad Phillips-Lenz, and club member Paul Densem.  

4. Our theme of the petrified forest would not have been so impressive if were not for the wood specimens supplied by 

Robert Hall Originals and the fabulous backdrop scenery painted by Bob‘s daughter Jennifer. 

5. To the Paris Fairground staff we give kudos for their assistance. 

6. To the show dealers thank you with providing  professional and interesting displays of jewellery, fossils, minerals, 

beads, carvings, etc. to be enjoyed by the members,  rockhounds and the general public.  

7. The club would also thank our CCFMS for promoting their organization and hobby at our show. 

Mr. Stephen Savory of Savory Gold-

smithing in St. George has agreed to do 

a presentation for us on April 15, 

2011.  He will be showing us Wax Carv-

ing for jewellery making.  Some of the 

members will remember Stephen‘s in-

formative talk on Lost Wax Casting  a 

couple of years ago. Stephen is an ac-

complished jewellery designer, engraver 

and goldsmith.   

Top Photo on Front Page - New member Chris Dent standing in front of this years theme - The Petrified Forest  

Bottom photo on Front - Wall of minerals courtesy of Don Oliver  

Wax Carvings 
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THE TELEPHONE CITY CRYSTAL 

April 14-17   38th Rochester Mineralogical Symposium 

 Website: http://www.rasy.org/MinerSymposium/MineralSymp.htm 

May 6-8 Robert Hall Originals Spring Open House & Demonstration Weekend (10-5 each day) Mineral Madness 

Once a year mineral debut! New acquisitions! Thousands of specimens! Mineral identification available! 

Free demos, new displays and tour 138 Sugar Maple Road, St. George, Ont. 519-448-1236 

May 7 K-W Gem & Mineral Show  Sat. 10-4  Waterloo Community Arts Centre, 25 Regina Street South in Up-

town Waterloo  Admission: Free  Rocks, minerals, fossils, meteorites. Hands on activities and free samples 

for children. Gem dig. Uncover a fossilized fish. Local dealers. Displays  

May 6-8 Canadian Micro Mineral Association 48th Annual Symposium, Brock University, St. Catharines, Ontario           

Speakers: TBA   Contact: Bill Lechner at 416-438-8908 or bill.lechner@rogers.com         

*Registration form available by request to the above.*    Website: http://www.canadianmicrominerals.ca  

June 18 Niagara Peninsula Annual Gem & Mineral Show and Sale  Sat. 10-5 in conjunction with Berries & Blos-

soms-Lincoln Family Festival  New Location: Beamsville High School, 4317 Central Ave. Beamsville. Fea-

tures: Rocks, minerals, fossils,; kid‘s exhibits; lapidary demonstration; Mega door prize; gem & mineral 

identification and inspection Admission: Donation at the door. Free parking   Directions: QEW to Beams-

ville Ontario St. exit; travel south. One block after John St. turn left on May St., high school is straight 

ahead 

July 15-17 29th Annual Sudbury Gem and Mineral Show ―Northern Ontario‘s Largest Gem, Mineral, Fossil, Bead 

and Rock Craft Show and Sale‖    Fri. 5-9 PM Sat. 10AM - 6PM, Sun. 10AM - 5PM Carmichael Arena, 

1298 Bancroft Drive across from Minnow Lake; 1 km south of the Kingsway (Hwy. 17 east) 

 Admission: Adults $4, Seniors $2, kids 6-12 $1, kids under 5 free with adult. Features: Dealers; displays; 

demonstrations; door prizes; silent auctions; kid‘s activities; mineral identification; video theatre; field-

trip Sun. at noon; BBQ; free handouts and literature; outside dealers/swap area Sat. 11am - 4 pm; pros-

pectors and metal displays; free parking 

COMING EVENTS 2011 

FIELD TRIPS 2011 

The following are tentative or scheduled trips.  Further details will follow as the dates unfold 

Sunday April 17 - Stones and Bones Museum Tour,  223 N. Christina St., Sarnia (10am-12:30pm)  

Saturday April 30 - Rock Glen Conservation Area and Hungry Hollow, Arkona for fossil collecting.  (see pg7) 

Saturday May 14 - Lincoln Quarry, Beamsville - CCFMS sponsored trip.  Contact Jim Glen jrglen@sympatico.ca  to 

be included on a contact list.  

Sunday May 15 - LaFarge Quarry, Dundas - CCFMS sponsored trip.  Contact Jim Glen as above.   

Numbers are limited. Assignment of spaces to clubs to be determined as yet. 

May 20-23 - Ace of Diamonds Mine, Herkimer N.Y.  Note:  email Faye at fayemeadows@rogers.com   to con-

firm attendance.   

The London Club has details on their web site.    

Dates to be determined - Marmoraton Quarry, Marmora;  Peter Russell Rock Garden, University of Waterloo, Wa-

terloo;  Guelph Quarry, Guelph;  Bancroft area & mines 

                                  Faye & Kathy - field trip leaders - Brantford & KW Clubs                             

mailto:jrglen@sympatico.ca
mailto:fayemeadows@rogers.com
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

BLMS GEM & MINERAL SHOW 2011 

Mineral displays courtesy Missy Visser and Martin Koning Sueasaurus 

Brad and Young Miner Maddie, Marian, Dawn and Tom 

Peter  Russell with youngster uncovering a fossil fish CCFMS Display -  Russell Bruce - CCFMS President 
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THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

I had the pleasure of meeting with a couple 

who had travelled quite a distance just to visit our 

gem show. I was just finishing adjusting my display 

case when I heard a southern accent inquiring 

about our show. Further conversation and greet-

ings I discovered the couple, Joe and Sherl Devers 

were visiting from Benton, Kentucky and had trav-

elled north specifically to visit our show. Benton is 

in the southwest corner of Kentucky near the Ar-

kansas and Tennessee border. Joe is a retired ge-

ologist but he suggested there is not much rock col-

lecting in his area. Joe invited anyone from our 

club to visit the Ben Clement Gem and Mineral 

Show in Marion Ky. (June 4&5).  

LONG DISTANCE VISITORS TO OUR 39TH ANNUAL SHOW  

 
VARIETY INFORMATION: 
VARIETY OF: Quartz, SiO 2 

 USES: Gemstone and ornamental stone       

 BIRTHSTONE FOR: November 

 COLOR: various shades of yellow and orange 

 INDEX OF REFRACTION: 1.544-1.553 

 BIREFRINGENCE: 0.009 

 HARDNESS: 7 

 CLEAVAGE: none 

 CRYSTAL SYSTEM: trigonal 

MINERAL OF THE MONTH - CITRINE, THE YELLOW AND                                                          

ORANGE VARIETY OF QUARTZ  

Crystal Comedy     
What did the diamond say to the copper?        Nothing......Minerals don't TALC! 

What is a truant stone?           A skipping stone! 

What did the sedimentary tell his teacher during the test to become a metamorphic rock?          Too much pressure! 

What did the metamorphic rock say to the igneous rock? Don‘t take me for granite, because I am gneiss!    

Stones and Bones Trip- Sunday April 17 (10-12:30)  Sarnia, Ontario 

The museum curator has requested that we arrive about 10am to allow him to give a special tour to our club mem-

bers before the general public arrives. More details and maps will be available at the next meeting. Suggest mem-

bers can carpool from the Woodman Centre. Contact Babs Kisiel-Pennell for tour details. 
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A Shift in the Distribution of Earth's Mass 
 

The March 11, magnitude 9.0 earthquake in Japan may have shortened the length of each Earth day and shifted its axis. 

But don't worry—you won't notice the difference.  
Using a United States Geological Survey estimate for how the fault responsible for the earthquake slipped, research 

scientist Richard Gross of NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Pasadena, Calif., applied a complex model to perform a 

preliminary theoretical calculation of how the Japan earthquake—the fifth largest since 1900—affected Earth's rotation. 

His calculations indicate that by changing the distribution of Earth's mass, the Japanese earthquake should have caused 

Earth to rotate a bit faster, shortening the length of the day by about 1.8 microseconds (a microsecond is one millionth of a 

second).  

A Shift in the Position of Earth's Axis - The calculations also show the Japan quake should have shifted the position of 

Earth's figure axis (the axis about which Earth's mass is balanced) by about 17 centimeters (6.5 inches), towards 133 

degrees east longitude. Earth's figure axis should not be confused with its north-south axis; they are offset by about 10 

meters (about 33 feet). This shift in Earth's figure axis will cause Earth to wobble a bit differently as it rotates, but it will 

not cause a shift of Earth's axis in space—only external forces such as the gravitational attraction of the sun, moon and 

planets can do that.  

Both calculations will likely change as data on the quake are further refined.  

The Impact of Other Earthquakes  - In comparison, following last year's magnitude 8.8 earthquake in Chile, Gross 

estimated the Chile quake should have shortened the length of day by about 1.26 microseconds and shifted Earth's figure 

axis by about 8 centimeters (3 inches). A similar calculation performed after the 2004 magnitude 9.1 Sumatran earthquake 

revealed it should have shortened the length of day by 6.8 microseconds and shifted Earth's figure axis by about 7 

centimeters, or 2.76 inches. How an individual earthquake affects Earth's rotation depends on its size (magnitude), location 

and the details of how the fault slipped.  

Gross said that, in theory, anything that redistributes Earth's mass will change Earth's rotation. (Geology.com) 

 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

WORKSHOP - Eliminating Flats    by Ted Robles 

A while back, someone was saying that he was having problems with getting "flats" on his cabs, that there was insufficient 

"give" in his wheels, and it didn't seem to make any difference no matter how much pressure he applied. That was his first 

mistake. Diamond and corundum are two different animals; relatively speaking, about the same difference as between 

quartz and chalk. If you "lean into" a diamond wheel, you will get lousy results (flats, etc.) on your stone, and your wheels 

will wear out long before their time. On diamond, you try to do your cutting (and everything else) by almost not touching 

the wheel. Use essentially no force. Don't "grind" the stone, let the diamond wear it away, but keep it spinning. The tech-

nique is simply to use the whole face of the wheel, and keep your cab moving. Any time you stop, you just bought a "flat". 

Can't help it! It's the same principle as sharpening a knife on an emery wheel. If you don't want notches in your blade, you 

keep it moving. Do almost all of your cutting on the coarsest wheel you have. If you leave any flats on the pre-form, you're 

- going to have them on the final piece…can't help it. And finally, practice, practice, practice. Machines, like people, take 

some acquaintanceship before you really know what you can get out of them. 

Source: The Mountain Gem 11/01  via Blue Agate News, 12/07   Via The RockCollector – 2/08 

Lapis Lazuli or Sodalite? 
Look for pyrite inclusions in lapis lazuli if you want to know whether you have sodalite, lapis or imitation lapis. 

• Lapis-Lazuli – Look for pyrite inclusions. 

• Sodalite – Does not have pyrite inclusions. 

• Imitation Lapis – Inclusions are golden flakes. 

Lapis Lazuli is the gemstone with a rich blue color. Lazurite is the mineral name of the gem and ornamental stone Lapis-

Lazuli. It has a hardness of 5-5-1/2, is a sodium aluminum silicate with some sulphur. Most of the properties of lazurite are 

similar to those of sodalite, but the association of pyrite with lazurite determines the identification. Sodalite is a sodium 

aluminum silicate with chlorine. It is 5-1/2 to 6 in hardness and the color is usually blue but may be white, grey, yellow or 

red. It is associated with other feldpathoids, particularly nepheline. 

Lapis requires fine sanding to prevent pyrite inclusions from protruding during polishing. Leather may be used with 

Linde A or chrome oxide for polishing. Sodalite polishes perfectly on felt with cerium oxide, after a fine job of sanding. 

Hydrochloric acid is good for testing lapis-lazuli. A drop of it on the blue stone creates an odor of hydrogen sulfide. On the 

white areas it usually effervesces because the white is usually calcite. This test will distinguish Lapis from Sodalite. Via The 

Rollin‘ Rock Jan. 2011 
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

2011 EXECUTIVE 

PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS PHONE            519-752-9756    EMAIL:  campell.moons@sympatico.ca 

VICE PRESIDENT: KAREN WARD   905-525-0779  karenpward@sympatico.ca 

TREASURER: DARREN GAGE   519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

SECRETARY: KIM LEBLANC   519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com  

SHOW CHAIR 2011-12: BOB PARRY  519-448-1236  robert@roberthalloriginals 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: ROGER CAMPBELL 519-442-6542  roger.camp@sympatico.ca 

SOCIAL: SUSAN WAKELEY   519-752-7690  suewake28@rogers.com 

SOCIAL: CARRIE GAGE    519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM: BABS KISIEL-PENNELL  519-751-3247  basis10p@hotmail.com 

FIELD TRIPS: K. LAHAY & FAYE MEADOWS 519-725-4678  fayemeadows@rogers.com 

CCFMS REP.: KAREN WARD    905-525-0779  karenpward@sympatico.ca 

CCFMS REP:  BABS KISIEL-PENNELL  519-751-3247  basis10p@hotmail.com 

LIBRARIAN: RUSS McCRORY   905-389-6525 russelldavid.mccrory@sympatico.ca 

WORKSHOP: BRAD McCLELLAND  519-751-3141 

Directions to Arkona 

We are planning our annual trip to 

Arkona on Saturday Apr. 30 For new 

members who are not familiar with 

the area collecting it is relatively easy. 

A screwdriver or garden claw and a 

container are the only tools necessary 

and of course a pair of rubber boots. 

Bring a lunch as we will be eating at 

Rock Glen Conservation Area. Rock 

Glen has an excellent museum with 

area fossils and native artifacts on 

display. We will  be meeting at the 

Woodman Centre at 8 AM and car 

pool from there, and returning about 

5 PM.    Note children are welcome 

with adult supervision. 

ARKONA FIELDTRIP 

 THINK ABOUT IT - Literally thousands of events-work related and otherwise-go right every single day, without a 

glitch. Everything from vast majority of phone calls that are returned and reservations that are honoured, to travel 

and food safety, dependency on various forms of technology, roofs that don‘t leak, the competency of co-workers, the 

interdependence of schedules, right down to the fact that most people are friendly-so much goes right. And for the 

most part, we take it all for granted. 
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THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

Opal Cracks and Crazing 
By Paul Downing 

Opal they say is a delicate stone. 

They are wrong! Two things may 

happen to an opal. It may crack or it 

may craze. An opal may crack when 

subjected to severe pressure applied 

by a sharp instrument. Therefore, 

many diamonds, and many dia-

monds do chip. An opal may craze if 

it dries out and/or changes its inter-

nal structure; but the vast majority 

of all opals do not crack or craze. 

Crazing is readily identifiable in an 

opal. It starts with small-intertwined 

cracks at the surface of the stone, 

which may spread over time. The 

pattern they form looks like a spider 

web or a dried mud puddle. Scien-

tists do not know why some opals 

craze. One common explanation is 

that the opal loses part of the water 

trapped between silica spheres. It 

then shrinks and the surface tension 

causes the crazing. Another explana-

tion is that the chemical structure of 

the silica spheres changes because of 

being exposed to the light. The en-

ergy of the light activates the chemical 

reaction. 

Cracking is easily distinguished from 

crazing. Cracks are long and go into 

the stone. When examined with trans-

mitted light, a crack will reflect an 

orange light from one or more direc-

tions. Usually there is only one crack. 

Cracks are caused by external pres-

sure. The miners break up large 

pieces of opal by squeezing them be-

tween the sharp jaws of a file nipper. 

Prongs in jewellery designed for fac-

eted stones do the same thing to an 

opal. Most cracked opals are the re-

sult of inappropriate setting. On rare 

occasion, an opal will crack for no 

apparent reason. People have told me 

of opals that cracked in their rings 

when they went outside in very cold 

weather. The problems of cracking 

and crazing made me curious, so I 

started an experiment about a year 

ago. I took several opals and put them 

in a paper bowl in the freezer. After 

several days, they were frozen solid. I 

then ran them under scalding tap wa-

ter. After repeating this exercise six 

times, none of the opals cracked or 

crazed. Next, I placed these opals in a 

west window and let them bake in the 

hot Florida sun. After almost a year, 

not a one has cracked or crazed. The 

experiment included opals of several 

types. Base colors ranged from white 

to gray. Some opals had full fire, some 

only lines of color, and some had no 

fire at all. They were from Coober 

Pedy, Mintabe, Andamooka, and 

Lightning Ridge. Some had inclusions 

in them. Others had cracks. Neither 

the inclusions nor the cracks spread. I 

conclude from my observations that 

we really do not know why an opal 

crazes. We do know that almost all 

(well over 99%) of the opal from any 

Australian mining area does not 

craze. Know that almost all cracking 

results from pressure caused by im-

proper setting of the opal or rough 

wear. Opal has an undeserved reputa-

tion. Cracking and crazing are very 

rare. Is opal delicate? Not really. 

From via Crack ‗N Cab, 01/2004 via 

Rocky Echos 

For Sale - Faceting machine, Flat lap Drum sander, 4‖ diamond saw, Engraver and misc. small tools - Contact 

Daniel at Westdale Jewellers Hamilton - 905-777-1101 

8‖ Grinder (100grit, 220grit, felt drum, motor and water system) good working order - $100 or best offer Contact 

Donna Hollander - Kitchener 519-571-1418 

   CLUB NEWS 

Welcome to our new club members: Jennifer Fullard, Brantford; Margaret ( Chris) Dent , Stoney Creek; 

Deb Crispin, Hamilton; Nicholas Gaite, Oakland; Sharon Knutson, Kitchener; Christine (Christopher and Mathew) 

Slating, Fenwick 

Winners of the Mineral of the month were Babs K., Glen Wright, Carrie Gage, and Missy Visser received a free eve-

ning at our workshop. 

Our Wednesday evening lapidary class continues (7-9pm) 

ROCK OF AGES AND LAPIDARY - I am finally getting around to finding out what inventory I have left after I left 

Snowball. Most of it is rough rock and jewellery, but I‘m sure I will find a lot more when I go thru the storage unit where 

most of it went after I moved. I also have lots of plastic tubs with lids and mineral flats not assembled . I am hoping to get at 

least partially organized by March 19 when the sale begins, and it will continue until the end of April. Please tell all your 

friends or club members. I am in Kleinburg in the Rock Shop of Kleinburg where my daughter Wendy has her store. She 

also is having a sale of some of her inventory. We are open 7 days of the week from 11:00 to 4:00,and I will be there Mon. 

Wed. Fri. and Sat weather permitting. Her Phone No, is 905 893 1022 if you want any other info. I look forward to seeing 

you Pat Beevor 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/

