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THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

GENERAL MEETING:    

DATE:  FRIDAY APRIL 15, 2016   

TIME:  7:30 PM 

WHERE: TB COSTAIN/SC. JOHNSON COMMUNITY CENTER,  

16 MORRELL ST. BRANTFORD, ONT.  

PROGRAM: BOB O’DONNELL—THE IMPORTANCE OF 

THE FOSSILS FROM ARKONA AND THEDFORD  

“I will be talking about how Rock Glen Falls was formed, and I will be mentioning 

about HoloType fossils from the area, and I will be showing pictures of some fossils that are named after Ark-

ona and Thedford and named after collectors and Paleontologists. I will be mentioning about the pyritized fos-

sils, and about some of the info that has been learned about the area from the fossils that have been found. And 

info about the Arkona Lions Museum and information centre will be mentioned as well. I will be bringing in a 

few rare fossils that can be found there for everyone to see.  A binocular microscope will be available for every-

one to see the fossilized teeth of a scolecodont on the pygidium of a rare trilobite.” 

CLUB INFO 

Treasurer: 2016 membership fees, $15.00 per single and $18.00 per family, cash or cheque is fine.   

Field Trips: See page 3 for a list of fieldtrips in association with the Niagara club. We would thank their club 

for allowing club members to be part of these trips. 

April  Program: Bob O’Donnell—Importance of the fossils from Arkona and Thedford 
 

 Workshop:  Our workshop is open Wednesdays from 1:00 to 4:00 pm  and Sundays from 12-2pm.   

CCFMS: Check Website for updates— http://www.ccfms.ca  

Library:  Thank you to the Gages for looking after the library. 

2016 Show: ***On behalf of the executive, we would give many thanks to all the volunteers at our 2016 

gem show. To all the members who helped with setup and closing of the show a special thank you for 

your efforts. To all the members who helped at the admission table, the silent auction, the fluorescent 

room, the mining adventure, security, and members table  - your help is much appreciated. To all the 

members who displayed their minerals, jewellery, photos or demonstrated—a huge pat on the back for 

the time and effort involved.***  

In Memory: I must sadly announce the passing of Barry Clarkson a friend and  former member of the 

club who many of us older members remember as a avid member during the 1970’s and 1980’s. We ex-

tend to his wife Sophie and family sincere sympathy from the BLMS. 
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THE TELEPHONE CITY CRYSTAL 

2016 GEM AND MINERAL SHOWS and EVENTS 

FIELDTRIPS: Open Letter to CCFMS clubs   NPGS Field Trip Schedule, 2016 
Field Trip dates may be changed dependent upon working conditions at quarries, bad weather, and if quarry/mine 
owners are unable to accommodate us, etc. 
So, please, check for confirmed dates, updates, and/or changes in rules, etc (look for them in the NPGS Pink Dolo-
mite newsletter, our website, and on our Facebook page). We’ve also become quite avid about posting various pic-
tures of our field trips on our Facebook page, so please take a look - lots and lots and lots of pictures and mega-
fun! 
  

What the buttons mean:   maps    what you’ll find    scholarly articles & government info links    pic-

tures    additional instructions / procedures (such as leaving times, paying for gas, quarry rules, etc)    Trip 
Leader/Organizer email link. Not all of the buttons are active yet - and so if you don’t get a response, please don’t 
be surprised. And so thanks for your patience as they do become active - slowly but surely. Also if anyone has 
anything they would like to contribute, please don’t hesitate. 
  

Planned for 2016: 
Spring: 

Date: Saturday, April 30th, 2016           
Location: Hungry Hollow Quarry, Ausable River, near Arkona 
kid-friendly Hamilton Group - Onondaga Escarpment fossils 
Visits are by permission only - you will need to sign up “live” a minimum of 1 month in advance 
plus you must be a currently paid-up member of a CCFMS club. 
Names and signatures are then submitted to the Hungry Hollow Quarry owners - who will then give 
permission. Once permission is given (no guarantees that it will be), then the field trip will be a go. 

Date: Saturday, May 7th, 2016            (Jim Glen, Trip Leader) 
Location: Nelson Aggregates (Lincoln) Quarry, Beamsville 
CCFMS trip Lockport Group-Eramosa, Goat Island, & Gasport, Silurian (Niagara Escarpment) minerals and fossils 
Working quarry & strict rules - you will sign/report in - as well as out - at the quarry gate with the Trip Leader. 

There will also be a safety talk; and you will require full safety gear. ( Link to  http://www.ccfms.ca/clubs/

NPGS/trips.htm for colour coding and complete 2016 schedule. )   

April 14-17 2016: 43rd Annual Rochester Mineralogical Symposium, 1 PM Thursday to 2 PM Sun-

day, Radisson Hotel Rochester Airport, 175 Jefferson Rd., Rochester, NY, 14623. Dealers, talks, 

exhibits. For more info, visit http://www.rasny.org/minsymp/ . 

April 22-24 2016: Toronto Gem and Mineral Show  Don Mills Civitan Arena, 1030 Don Mills Road, Toronto Fri. 4-

9, Sat. 10-7 & Sun. 10-5 Adults $7 Contact www.torontogemshow.com 

April 29– May 1 2016: Robert Hall Originals Spring Open House – Fri. & Sat. 10-5 and Sun 11-4 Rock Tumbler 

Demo, New Tucson Finds, Explore Outdoor Rock Piles, Daily Sale Specials, Free Rock Pile, Mother’s Day and 

Graduation Gifts, Free Coffee and Treats. 138 Sugar Maple Road St. George, Ont.  519-448-1236 email in-

quiry@roberthall originals.com  

May 7 2016: Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral Club Annual Show and Sale. Our club’s 

annual event, held at the Waterloo Community Arts Centre, 25 Regina St. S., in Waterloo, 

from 10 AM to 5 PM.  

June 11 2016: Niagara Peninsula Geo. Soc. Gem Mineral and Fossil Show. Heartland Forest, 

8215 Heartland Forest Road , Niagara Falls, Ont. Saturday 10-5. Go to CCFMS site. 

http://www.ccfms.ca/clubs/NPGS/trips.htm
http://www.ccfms.ca/clubs/NPGS/trips.htm
http://www.ccfms.ca/clubs/NPGS/Trips2016.pdf
http://www.ccfms.ca/clubs/NPGS/HHMaps.pdf
http://www.ccfms.ca/clubs/NPGS/HHFinds.pdf
http://www.ccfms.ca/clubs/NPGS/HHLinks.pdf
http://www.ccfms.ca/clubs/NPGS/HHPics.pdf
http://www.ccfms.ca/clubs/NPGS/HHRules.pdf
http://www.ccfms.ca/Events/Beamsville.html
http://www.ccfms.ca/clubs/NPGS/BMFinds.pdf
http://www.ccfms.ca/clubs/NPGS/BMPics.pdf
http://www.ccfms.ca/Events/Beamsville.html
mailto:jrglen@sympatico.ca
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There are indeed larger gypsum crystals in the world, as 

those in Naica, Mexico or Debar, Macedonia. However the 

large to giant gypsum crystals of the Pulpi Geode, Mina 

Rica near Pilar de Jaravia in Southeastern Spain are a 

prime example for an extraordinary large and textbook 

geode. 

Crystal lined geodes are a quite common geological phe-

nomenon, particulary in volcanic rocks. The rock is cooling 

down and the gas content of the original melt tries to escape 

in small and sometimes large bubbles. Finally the rock 

crystallizes and the gas bubbles are trapped in the 'frozen' 

rock. These gas bubbles remain as more or less rounded 

empty voids over considerable geological times, before min-

eral ladden hydrothermal fluids starts to depose minerals 

in these vugs. Eventually crystals grow and the vug or ge-

ode fills up with well developed crystals. 

Myriads of those crystal geodes exist and are often displayed and sold on mineral shops and shows. Just think of all 

these purple amethyst geodes from Brazil or the beautiful zeolites from the Poona - Bombay district, India. But 

hardly ever do geodes reach giant dimensions. In the Mina Rica they did. This once flourishing iron, lead and silver 

mine, which exported its mineral wealth to England and Germany, was finally closed down in the 1970s. However 

some miners continued to believe in the riches of the mine and eventually started exploration of the old mine work-

ings on their own. In December 1999 they succeeded and discovered a remarkable geode... 

The giant Pulpi geode, which can be accessed by a tedious trip through abandoned narrow adits and stopes only, has 

an inner length of 8 m and a width of 1,8 m, while the medium height is 1,7 m. Its outer appearance is that of an al-

most perfect elongated egg with a length of roughly 10 m. The geode is filled with water clear gypsum crystals of a 

medium size of 0.5 m, whereas the maximum recorded crystal size is two meters. No other minerals are known to 

occur, though in other parts of the mine a much more diversified mineralogy including nice celestite sprays is re-

ported. 

In the past years the 'Gran Pulpi Geoda' was investigated thoroughly by various Spanish geoscientists and in fact 

this locality seems to be one of the best documented giant crystal occurences in existence. However it was found, that 

only few visitors raise the humidity in the geode from 65 % to almost 100 %, which is not good for a delicate and wa-

ter soluble mineral such as gypsum. So the planned touristic exploitation of the cave was put on hold and only scien-

tist are allowed to visit the geode for the time being. (internet—submitted by Carole C.) 

GIANT GYPSUM GEODE IN SPAIN 

 

A BIG THANK YOU. 

Yes; a big thank you is in place to all the people who made our show a great success. 

Some people had their reservations about the success of the show prior to the big 

event and the weather was the big unknown with the snow that was forecast, but at 

the end everything fell in place.  We had 400 people more coming through the door than last year. I have not heard 

any complaints, not even from the vendors. People have told me how much they enjoyed the dinner. We even had 

more guests for dinner than we have had for a number of years. All this was only possible because everybody gave 

some or a whole lot of their time and talents to make the show a success. We heard from the clubs in London and Ni-

agara Falls that they cannot organize a show like ours because they do not have the man- and womanpower. We can 

be proud of our members that they step up to the plate to make it all possible. Thank you! 

Of course after the show I have had enough of things lapidary and would like to do something else , but unfortunately 

on the 15th of April  we will have another membership meeting and we have to get ready for that evening. And four 

weeks after that we will have an A.G.M. This will be the big test to see if we can put our  new by-laws to work. Of 

course we will have also elections. All the offices are open. Descriptions of the responsibilities for the offices are in the 

by-laws.  We do need a new president because after 3 ½  years my term has come to an end. It is always a good idea to 

get some new blood on the board with new energy and fresh ideas. We are  also looking for a new treasurer. Betty has 

done an outstanding job and we are really grateful for what she has done. So do not let us down when we are looking 

for people to fill all the offices.  John  Moons,  President 

http://giantcrystals.strahlen.org/europe/debar.htm
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THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

BLMS Show 2106 

I would like to thank Doug and his wife Jane from Lismark for kindly donating slabs and minerals to 

the club and for participating as a dealer in our show for many years. Doug is retiring from the min-

eral and jewellery business and related to me that he has a number of trips lined in the future. Good 

luck in the future. 

I would give my special thanks to John Moons, Don Oliver, the Gages, the Ecclestons, Nathan Etherington  and all the 

other volunteers  who made the 2016 Show a success. 

I would also thank Marlene from the Paris Fairgrounds and to Luke M. who helped me set up on Friday morning. 

RECYCLE TIPS FOR ROCKHOUNDS  

Old toothbrushes can clean specimens and to polish hard to get at spots; the handle can be a burnish tool or a pol-

ish mixer. Foam meat trays are good for sorting or small displays.  Glass Jars can hold grit, tumbled stones, specimens, 

or pickling solution. Milk and Juice Cartons make bulk storage on a field trip. Plastic lids can be used for mixing epoxy 

or for sorting.  Juice Cans, Paper Cups, etc. can measure; a 6 oz can/cup holds about 9 oz grit or tumble rough. 

Spray can top can be used for mixing, mounting specimens, sorting and/or measuring. Old TShirts can be used for dry-

ing stones, for hand polishing and for cleaning up the shop. Coffee sticks for mixing epoxy, sorting, burnishing, or when 

glued to a piece of felt, for hand grinding or polishing. (Rock Talk via Piedmont Prospector & GRIT AND SAND JANUARY, 1995)  
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL Mineral of the Month:  DOLOMITE 

Pink Tourmaline Gems 
Pink has become one of the most popular colours in gemstones, and no gemstone offers as 

many choices in pink as tourmaline. 

You can find every possible shade of pink in tourmaline, including unusual bi-colour and 

tri-colour pieces. If you're searching for a hot pink gem, you'll most likely find it in tour-

maline. Indeed, you'll also find soft pinks in every imaginable shade. 

Some fine pink gems, such askunzite and morganite, are typically found in delicate shades 

of pink. In tourmaline you can find highly saturated pinks that range from the pink-red rubellite to rose or carnation 

pink. 

Tourmaline is also one of the few pink gems that can be found in large sizes. There are some outstanding pinks in sap-

phire, for example, but you would rarely find them in stones weighing more than one or two carats, and they tend to be 

rather expensive. Pink tourmaline can be found in gems weighing over 5 carats at affordable prices. 

Tourmaline is found in many places in the world. Particularly, it is one of the few gemstones for which the USA is famous. 

The first American discoveries were made in 1822 in the state of Maine. California became a large producer of tourmaline 

in the early 1900s. The Maine deposits tend to produce crystals that are raspberry pink-red as well as minty greens. The 

California deposits are known for bright pinks, as well as interesting bi-colors. During the early 1900s, Maine and Califor-

nia were the world's largest producers of gem-quality tourmaline. 

The Empress Dowager Tz'u Hsi, the last Empress of China, loved pink tourmaline and bought large quantities of it from 

the Himalaya Mine, in San Diego County, California, for use as gemstones and carvings. 

Today most of our tourmaline supply comes from Africa, particularly Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria and Tanzania. 

Tourmaline is a silicate compounded with aluminum, iron, magnesium, sodium, lithium or potassium. It is actually a fam-

ily of related species with slightly different chemical compositions. Tourmaline has a good hardness level of 7 to 7.5 on the 

Mohs scale. It is also extremely durable, due to its indistinct cleavage. The best tourmaline displays excellent transparency 

and a vitreous luster. Additionally, because of its tremendous color variation and pleochroism, almost every piece of tour-

maline is quite unique. 

 Dolomite is a common rock-forming mineral. It is a calcium magnesium carbonate 

with a chemical composition of CaMg(CO3)2. It is the primary component of the sedi-

mentary rock known as dolostone and the metamorphic rock known as Dolomitic mar-

ble. Limestone that contains some dolomite is known as dolomitic limestone.  

 

Dolomite is rarely found in modern sedimentary environments but dolostones are very 

common in the rock record. They can be geographically extensive and hundreds to 

thousands of feet thick. Most rocks that are rich in dolomite were originally deposited 

as calcium carbonate muds that were post depositionally altered by magnesium-rich 

pore water to form dolomite.  

Dolomite is also a common mineral in hydrothermal veins. There it is often associated with barite, fluorite, pyrite, chal-

copyrite, galena or sphalerite. In these veins it often occurs as rhombohedral crystals which sometimes have curved faces. 
 

Physical Properties of Dolomite  

The physical properties of dolomite that are useful for identification are presented in the table below. Dolomite has three 

directions of perfect cleavage. This may not be evident when the dolomite is fine grained. However, when it is coarsely 

crystalline the cleavage angles can easily be observed with a hand lens. Dolomite has a Mohs hardness of 3 1/2 to 4 and is 

sometimes found in rhombohedral crystals with curved faces. Dolomite produces a very weak reaction to cold, di-

lute hydrochloric acid; however, if the acid is warm or if the dolomite is powdered a much stronger acid reaction will be 

observed. (Powdered dolomite can easily be produced by scratching it on a streak plate.).   

The most common use for dolostone is in the construction industry. It is crushed and sized for use as a road base material, 

an aggregate in concrete and asphalt, railroad ballast, rip-rap or fill. It is also calcined in the production of cement and cut 

into blocks of specific size known as "dimension stone" . (geology.com) 

http://www.gemselect.com/other-gems/pink-gemstones.php
http://www.gemselect.com/gem-info/tourmaline/tourmaline-info.php
http://www.gemselect.com/other-gems/bi-color-tourmaline.php
http://www.gemselect.com/gem-info/kunzite/kunzite-info.php
http://www.gemselect.com/gem-info/morganite/morganite-info.php
http://www.gemselect.com/tourmaline/tourmaline.php
http://www.gemselect.com/other-gems/pink-sapphire.php
http://www.gemselect.com/other-gems/pink-sapphire.php
http://www.gemselect.com/gem-info/gem-hardness-info.php
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Now We Know How Many Craters Earth Has By Jacqueline Howard  

Have scientists found all of Earth’s impact craters? A surprising new study 

suggests that, indeed, that’s the case – at least for the big ones. The study, 

conducted at the University of Freiburg in Germany, shows that our planet 

has 128 impact craters bigger than six kilometers in diameter. That tally is 

shockingly low given how many such craters have been identified on other 

bodies in the solar system – such as Mars and our own moon. The number 

was so unexpectedly low that Dr. Stefan Hergarten, a geophysicist at the 

university and study co-author, told The Huffington Post in an email, 

“Admittedly, it even took us some time to be confident in our own result. 

The Clearwater East crater (now a lake) in Quebec, Canada, that may have formed about 290 million years ago. New 

research suggests that all of the large impact craters on Earth have already been found. For the study, Hergarten and a 

geologist at the university, Dr. Thomas Kenkmann, considered the frequency of asteroid impacts on Earth with the pace 

of erosion in different regions (which could either fill in or break down a crater). Then the scientists used the combined 

data to estimate the number of impact craters and compared the estimate to existing crater reports. They found that the 

number of craters discovered matches up with their estimate. “Our study shows that erosion on Earth has been fast 

enough to destroy all the large craters except for those already found,” Hergarten said in the email. “I think some more 

might be found, but it is like lottery.” What do other scientists make of the study? Dr. Brandon Johnson, a planetary sci-

entist at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Cambridge, who was not involved in the study, told Science maga-

zine that he too was surprised by the finding. “It’s the first time anyone has done this kind of thing – taking into account 

the effects of erosion,” he said. But, he added, the new study examines only craters at or near the planet’s surface–and 

there may be more craters that have become deeply buried. So, Johnson urged, “Don’t stop searching... just search 

deeper.” Hergarten and Kenkmann acknowledged that there may still be small craters waiting to be found. In fact, ac-

cording to their data, more than 90 craters that range in diameter from one kilometer to six kilometers are yet to be dis-

covered. The study was published online in the journal Earth and Planetary Science Letters on June 12, 2015.  via The 

Bulletin of New York Mineralogical Club Nov 2015 

1. Look at www.pinterest.com/explore/tumbled-stones/ shows step-by-step pictures on how to make a wire pendent 

to make a polished stone-step by step. 

2.  http://www.eternaltools.com/blog/how-to-drill-pebbles--a page of step-by step photos and instructions how to 

drill some of the beautiful tumbled polished agate, agatized wood, or nice flat slab of mineralized rock you’d like 

to use to make into a pendent.  

3. Corinne Brad shows how to engrave hand-drawn motifs/ designs in on stones with the light-weight, with a easy-to

-use Dremel Engraver. Go to: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLEgQH9kj0E  

4.  For a FREE downloadable “www.eBook from Jewelry Making Daily’---- Natural Gemstones for Gemstone Jew-

elry Making: Why Colored Stones. This essential gemstone jewelry semi-precious stones tutorial where you’ll 

learn expert tips for designing jewelry for beautifully patterned colored gemstones as well as step-by-step instruc-

tions for fabricating one natural gemstone instructions. To learn how to wire wrap gemstones, this eBook is for 

you! (Via The Ammonite Jun 2015) 

INTERNET INTERESTS 

PONDERISMS: WHY DO THEY PUT BRAILLE ON THE DRIVE-THROUGH BANK MACHINES?   

 HOW DO THEY GET DEER TO CROSS THE ROAD ONLY AT THOSE YELLOW ROADSIGNS? 

WHAT WAS THE BEST THING BEFORE SLICED BREAD? 

ONE NICE THING ABOUT EGOTISTS: THEY DON'T TALK ABOUT OTHER PEOPLE. 

DOES THE LITTLE MERMAID WEAR AN ALGEBRA? (This one took me a minute) 

IF YOU ATE BOTH PASTA AND ANTIPASTO, WOULD YOU STILL BE HUNGRY? 

WHOSE CRUEL IDEA WAS IT FOR THE WORD 'LISP' TO HAVE 'S' IN IT? 

WHY ARE HEMORRHOIDS CALLED "HEMORRHOIDS" INSTEAD OF "ASSTEROIDS"?  

CAN AN ATHEIST GET INSURANCE AGAINST ACTS OF GOD? 
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Mailing address: 1 Sherwood Drive, Brantford, Ont. N3T 1N3     Website: www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca 

THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 
 (2015) EXECUTIVE:   

PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS    519-752-9756   campbell.moons@silomail.com 

VICE PRESIDENT:  BOB PARRY   519-448-1236   robert@roberthalloriginals.com 

TREASURER: BETTY PARRY    519-448-1236   betty@roberthalloriginals.com 

SECRETARY: JOAN CAMPBELL   519-752-9756   campbell.moons@silomail.com 

SHOW CHAIR 2016: NATHAN ETHERINGTON 519-442-3777  nellyknitter@gmail.com 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  ROGER CAMPBELL 519-442-6542  roger.camp@sympatico.ca 

SOCIAL: CARRIE GAGE    519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM:   Open     

FIELD TRIPS: K. LAHAY    519-725-4678  kllahay@rogers.com 

CCFMS REP.: BABS KISIEL-PENNELL   519-751-3247  basia10p@hotmail.com  

LIBRARIAN:  DAWN GAGE    519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

WORKSHOP CHAIR PERSON : ROBERT WHITING 905-627-1082  whiting1082@gmail.com 

BUILDING AND WORKSHOP ADMINISTRATOR:  TERRY FRIZZEL   mudgehollow@gmail.com 

N.B. Our workshop is open on Wednesday afternoons from 1:00 to 4:00 pm and Sun. 12-2pm.  The 2015 

Lapidary Workshop Chairperson is Robert Whiting  905-627-1082 or email:whiting1082@gmail.com      

TIPS: Rock Saw Window View  

If your rock saw has a window or plastic cover, add a few tablespoons of liquid detergent to the oil. It keeps the 

window clean, and you can watch the action. from Gem Time via Stony Statements, 4/94  

When polishing hard to reach places with your flex shaft, take a Qtip, cut it in half, insert in the headpiece and 

charge it with polishing compound. The cotton ends will produce a very high polish & will last a long time. Via 

GHOST SHEET from N.O.C. News via GRINDINGS.  

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/

