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Please note the April meeting is being held 1 week earlier due to Good Friday being on the 18th of April.
We held our elections finally for the 2014 Executive. Please see the last page to see your 2014 Executive
Our guest speaker for March was Soosai Prosper who talked about concave faceting and his trip (s) to
Nigeria, Africa to teach faceting and to set up a lapidary school for gem faceting, cabbing, bead drilling
etc. It was a very interesting presentation which was enjoyed by all the 30 plus members present.

Soosai Prosper demonstrating how to do concave faceting and some samples of finished stones.

Inside this issue:

Some pictures of the school Soosai helped to set up and pictures of a Tourmaline mine he visited.
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Other stones for April:
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Sun Stone– Bloodstone
And of course a awesome display of minerals and gems—many many thanks to Don O;iver

Mystical– Opal

Congratulations to the winners of February’s mineral of the Month: Marion Ecceston, Ernie
Edmonds, Darren Gage, Babs Kisiel-Pennell, Faye Meadows, Kathy LaHaye, and Carole
Connely,

Talismanic– Garnet
Planetary– Jasper

Massive Gold Nugget sold
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Massive Gold Nugget con’td 7

Some of the M.O.M items for April’s meeting:

Other Large Gold Nuggets

2014 Executive

Facetted Ruby

1

Cabbing Stone

Moonstone
Necklace

Our website: www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca

Herkimer Diamond
Not exactly as shown

CCFMS website: www.ccfms.ca/
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General Meeting: April 11, 2013 7:30 pm At S.C. Johnson Centre

THE TELEPHONE CITY CRYSTAL

Guest Speaker:

Time: 7:30 pm

Location: S. C. Johnson Centre– 16 Morrell Street , Brantford ON N3T
4J2
1/ Hwy 403 to Hwy 24 exit South
2/ Continue south to St Paul Avenue, past Brantford General Hospital to
Brant Ave. Intersection.
3/ Continue through lights to Grand River Ave., Turn right.
4/ Continue on to Morrell Street go through stop sign turn right to enter
parking lot.
Alternate Route
1/ Hwy 403 to Paris Road Exit, turn left onto Brant Ave.
2/ Continue south on Paris Road to St Paul intersection.
3/ Turn right onto St Paul Ave
4/ Continue on St Paul Ave to Grand River Ave., Turn right.
Our workshop is open on Wednesday's from 1:00 to 4:00 and from 7 to 9 in the evening, Please call Brad to confirm shop will
be open. If no one shows up by 7:30 Brad will leave the shop. Brads day time work number is 519–752-3717
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COMING EVENTS 2013
April 23

THE TELEPHONE CITY CRYSTAL

Mineral Identification night at the ROM 4:00 pm to 5:30 pm
Presidents choice entrance on Queens Park, doors nearest Mueseum subway stop. For more information
visit their website at http://www.rom.on.ca/activites-programs/events-calender/rock-gem-mineral-fossil-andmeteorite-identification-clinic or call 416-586-5816; naturalhistory.on.ca

April 24-27
41st Rochester Mineralogical Symposuim, Radisson Hotel, Rochester Airport, 175 Jefferson Ave
Rochester New York.
For more information—http://www.rasny.org. Scientific lectures, many dealers and exhibits.
April 25-27
Toronto Gem and Mineral Show
Commercial Gem and Mineral Show with lots of Gem mineral and other dealers. Friday 4-9pm,
Sat 10-7pm, Sunday 10-5pm. Civilian Arena 1030 Don Mills Road, Toronto
For more info go to http://www.torontogemshow.com
May 2-4

Robert Hall Originals—Annual Spring Open House and Demonstration Weekend
10pm to 5pm each day. Rocks, minerals, gems, beads, Lapidary demonstrations and more.
A Free weekend of fun “Mineral Madness” Featuring Canadian Minerals and our new Thunder Bay Mine Finds! New
and Different Jewellery and Lapidary Demonstrations. Explore Outdoor Rock Piles, Free coffee and Treats!
138 Sugar Maple Road, St. George Ont. N0E 1N0
Phone 519-488-1236 or 1-800-360-2831 Website Http://www.roberthalloriginals.com
Email Robert@roberthalloriginals.com

May 3

The Ktchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral Show
Location: Waterloo Community Arts Centre (aka the “button factory) 25 Regina St. S, Waterloo
10am to 4pm Rocks, minerals, gemstones, jewellery, fossils, meteorites.
Free admission. Free rocks for kids. Contact: kwgemandmineralclub@hotmail.com
Website: www.calaverite.com/kwgmc

June 7 Niagara Penninsula Geological Society 48th Annual Gem, Mineral and Fossil Show and Sale
Mountainview United Church, 150 Glendale Avenue, St Catharine Ont. For more info: npgsshow@bell.net or
visit www.ccfms.ca/clubs/NPGS/

Club News
Please note we now have a 2014 Executive—Please see the last page for your 2014 Executive
Field Trips: No field trips are planned at this time, But note our annual Arkona/Sleepy Hollow trip will happen end of April or early May. Date will
be confirmed at the April meeting. If any member has an idea for a field trip or trips in 2014 please let the Field Trip executive know.
Program: April’s speaker is unknown at the time of printing.
Workshop: Attendance has been very low at the shop lately. So lets get out there and do some slabbing and cabbing. Workshop hours are
Wednesdays from 1:00 to 4:00 and from 7:00 to 9:00 Brad will be at the workshop at 7:00 pm and will stay until 7:30 and if no-one shows up by then
he will leave. If you are going to arrive later then 7:30 then please call Brads day time work number—519–752-3717 to let him know.
2014 Show: There will be a update on our show in Mays Newsletter. It is now to late to advise the show chair if you will be attending the Satuday
Supper. Bid sheets and a master sheet will be available for you to fill out at the show. The lot number is generally combination of your name and the
item number. You can search simply list your items as numbers 1, 2 and 3.
CCFMS: Check Website for updates— http://www.ccfms.ca
Library: Roger Campbell and Russ McCrory would like to remind members to bring back any books that have been taken out. There are many interesting books available in the library for members to use.

Please Note: We will not be having a regular May General Meeting.

Instead the club will be having a catered dinner for all paid up members

and for all past presidents on May 10th. There will be an open house at the workshop on Helen Street from 11 am to 4 pm. Then there will be a
social at the S. C. Johnston Centre from 4 pm to 5:30. At 5:30 dinner will be served. Please RSVP no later than April 26th to Carrie Gage at 519
-758-8426. Please leave a message if there is no answer.
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April’s Birthstone—Diamond: Canadian Diamonds
Canadian diamonds are diamonds which have been mined in any one of the
major Provinces and territories of Canada. Diamond-rich areas weren't discovered in Canada until the early 1990s. Before that time, diamond mining in
Canada had been essentially non-existent. However, within 10 years of their
discovery, major diamond mines were unearthed and active mining began.
Canada is currently the 3rd largest diamond producing country in the world.
Canadian diamonds are well known for their guaranteed “conflict-free” origins.
History:
Chuck Fipke and Stewart Blusson are credited with the discovery of the first
diamond mines found in Canada in the mid 1980s. The first diamond rich area
they discovered was in Point Lake, but it was quickly determined to be an
uneconomical piece of land. Its find though, resulted in the largest diamond
staking rushes in the history of mining. This massive search resulted in the
discovery of the Ekati Diamond Mine which is home to 156 kimberlite pipes.
Fipke and Blusson still share a 20% ownership of the mine, and since its discovery and start of operation in 1998, Ekati has produced over 40 million
carats of diamonds. The discovery and later success of this diamond mind
caught the attention of other major mining operations, and more massive
mines were opened and fully operational within 10 years.
Ethical Mining:
A great deal of emphasis is placed on the Canadian diamond industry as a
welcome alternative to the blood or conflict diamonds mined in Africa. Canada was one of the main supporters of the Kimberly process, a certification
initiative created in 2000 to help deter the trade of conflict diamonds. All diamonds mined and cut in the Northwest Territories of Canada are laser inscribed with a unique identification number so that retailers can assure they
are conflict-free stones. Taking another oppositional cue from Africa and the
disastrous impacts their mining programs had on the surrounding ecosystems,
all Canadian diamond mines are overseen by the Canada Mining Regulations
for the Northwest Territories. This program ensures the preservation of surrounding land and aquatic habitats.
Largest Diamond found in Canada
Found in Attawaspikat a large 35 carat rough diamond was found recently at
the Victor Diamond Mine.
Now in the hands of a leading Canadian diamond maker, the gem from the
open pit mine near Attawapiskat is the largest rough diamond in Canada to
date. The rough diamond will be cut and polished in the country.

A pile of rough Canadian Diamonds ready for faceting.
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A beautiful example of Canadian Diamond Jewellery

35ct diamond rough found
near Attawapiskat
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April’s Other Stones
Mystical Stone: Opal
Opal is the modern October birthstone and the accepted gem for the 13th wedding anniversary.
Most opal is 50-65 million years old, dating back to the Cretaceous period when dinosaurs
roamed the earth. Opal formed as silica from decomposing rocks mixed with ground water
which formed a silica gel that collected and hardened in underground cavities and fissures.
Opal's chemical formula is SiO2 .nH2O.
There are two distinct types of opal, common and precious. The way the silica particles form
determines which type. In precious opal, silica particles are packed in regular rows and layers. Moving the stone causes light to diffract, or split, as it grazes the opal surface. This light
diffusion shows iridescent flashes of green, blue, aqua and sometimes yellowish or red colors which are referred to as "fire".
Sun Stone: Bloodstone—The martyr's gem
Bloodstone, green jasper dotted with bright red spots of iron oxide, was treasured in ancient
times and served for a long time as the birthstone for March. This attractive chalcedony quartz
is also known as heliotrope because in ancient times polished stones were described as reflecting the sun: perhaps the appearance of the gem reminded the ancients of the red setting sun,
mirrored in the ocean.
Medieval Christians often used bloodstone to carve scenes of the crucifixion and martyrs, for
which reason it was also dubbed the martyr's stone. According to the legend about the origin
of bloodstone, it was first formed when drops of Christ's blood fell and stained some jasper at
the foot of the cross. A beautiful example of carved bloodstone with the seal of the German
Emperor Rudolf II can be seen at the Louvre in Paris.
Even today, finely pulverised bloodstone is used as a medicine and aphrodisiac in India. Perhaps that explains why it is now rather difficult to find fine specimens of bloodstone on the
market. Bloodstone is mined in India, Australia, and the United States.
Planetary Stone: Jasper
Jasper, a form of chalcedony, is an opaque, impure variety of silica, usually red, yellow, brown or
green in color; and rarely blue. The common red color is due to iron inclusions in what is basically
a chert. The mineral breaks with a smooth surface, and is used for ornamentation or as a gemstone.
It can be highly polished and is used for vases, seals, and snuff boxes. The specific gravity of jasper is typically 2.5 to 2.9. Along with Heliotrope (bloodstone), jasper is one of the traditional
birthstones for March. Jaspilite is a banded iron formation rock that often has distinctive bands of
Talsmanic Stone : Garnet
Garnet is the modern January birthstone and the gem designated for the 2nd and 6th wedding anniversary.
The name Garnet appears to originate with the Latin granatum malum which means pomegranate.
Pomegranate is the name of the bush which produces a red fruit with seeds. Jewelry made with garnet has been found as early as the Bronze Age (3000 BC) in burial sites. It is thought that early
communities valued garnet and believed that it offered protections in the afterlife.
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Massive gold nugget found in 2010 sells for
$450,000
Holabird-Kagin Americana sells nugget from California gold fields
This nearly 100-ounce gold nugget, held by Fred Holabird, realized $460,000 during a March 16 auction.
Nicknamed the Washington nugget, it may be the sole remaining authenticated massive gold nugget from
the original California Gold Rush region.
What may be the largest California gold nugget in existence sold for $460,000, including the 15 percent buyer’s fee, in a March 16 auction.
The nugget, which weighs approximately 6 pounds and 13 ounces (or more than 8 troy pounds), was sold in the third session of Holabird-Kagin
Americana’s Golden West Auction in Sacramento, Calif., to a bidder who wishes to remain anonymous. Spectrum Numismatics International of Irvine,
Calif., placed the winning bid on behalf of a client.
Nugget found in California gold fields
The Washington nugget, so named because it was found near the former Gold Rush mining camp of Washington, Calif., was authenticated by geologist Fred Holabird of Holabird-Kagin Americana.
The nugget was variously described as weighing 98+ ounces in the auction catalog and 100 troy ounces in publicity material touting its exhibit in the
months leading up to the auction. It was found by a Nevada County, Calif., landowner in February 2010 in an unmined section of the Omega-Malakoff
Tertiary Channel.
The auction house has not identified the finder.
The giant nugget was actually one of three nuggets found in the same area “within just a small space,” Holabird wrote in the auction lot listing.
According to Holabird, the nugget “may be the sole remaining authenticated large gold nugget of 100 troy ounce caliber” from the original California
Gold Rush region.
The Washington nugget was found using a metal detector. The nugget is from the “blue lead” or bottommost layer of the Tertiary gold channels in
California, according to Holabird.
The area had been prospected long ago — the region was the site of mining innovations in the 1850s — and Holabird believes that the site where the
Washington nugget was found was covered with mining tailings long ago, without being searched.
In California’s rich gold rush history, there have been larger nuggets of placer gold, but many of the early giants were melted to provide the finder
immediate economic benefit.
Placer gold has weathered from the rocks in which it formed and has fallen into place at the bottom of streams and hillsides, carried by gravity and
water.
Placer gold should not be confused with gold found inside quartz.
“While 100 [ounce] nuggets are known from Australia and Mexico, I couldn’t think of a single specimen still in existence from California,” Holabird
said in the lot listing. “Or at least any that I had seen or known of in museums, including the Smithsonian and the Mariposa Gold Museum.”
Worth more than bullion value.
The rarity of giant nuggets means they’re worth much more than their weight in gold; in this case the price realized was about three times the nugget’s
bullion value.
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With gold closing at $1,402 an ounce the day of the auction, the “spot” bullion or “melt” value of the nugget, if it were composed of pure
gold, was equal to $137,386.
“The story surrounding the nugget is important, and underlies the importance of not melting any more of the great nuggets,” Holabird
wrote.
While this nugget was a very large specimen there have been finds of even larger nuggets in the past.
The “Welcome Stranger” nugget
The exact distinction given of this gold nugget is “the largest alluvial nugget ever found”.
It was discovered on February 5, 1869 at Moliagul, a small township in Victoria, Australia about
37 miles west of the city of Bendigo. The discoverers, John Deason and Richard Oates, found the
nugget just a couple inches below the surface on a slope in a place that's sometimes called Black
Reef.
Records have the following details about the Welcome Stranger:
• Gross weight: 3,523.5 troy ounces (241.61 pounds)
• Trimmed weight: 2,520 troy ounces (172.8 pounds)
• Net weight: 2,315.5 troy ounces (158.78 pounds)
Measurement: 2 feet (0.61 meter) x 1.02 feet (0.31 meter)
The Welcome Stranger no longer exists today, although the gold from it understandably still does.
The “Hand of Faith” nugget
This gold nugget actually carries two distinctions: "the largest gold nugget found by a metal detector" and
"the largest gold nugget currently in existence". It was discovered on September 26, 1980 somewhere near
the small town of Kingower in Victoria, Australia.
The nugget's discoverer, Kevin Hillier, was aided by a metal detector in this precious find. Hillier found the
nugget in a vertical position just a foot below the surface
The Hand of Faith weighs 874.82 troy ounces (60 pounds) and measures 1.54 feet (0.47 meter) x 0.66 feet
(0.20 meter) x 0.30 feet (0.09 meter). The Golden Nugget Casino in Las Vegas, Nevada currently houses the
nugget. Its sale price was reportedly around 1 million U.S. dollars.
Gold nuggets actually are not composed of pure 24K gold. A safer estimate would be that they're somewhere
between 20K and 23K. Those found in Australia often have higher purity than the ones found in Alaska. The
color of a nugget often provides a clue as to the purity of its gold content. Nuggets that have very rich deep
orange/yellow color are sure to have higher gold content than pale ones.
Also, there is a system called "millesimal fineness" which is used to denote the purity of gold alloy (also of
silver and platinum alloys) by parts per thousand of pure metal by mass in the alloy. A nugget containing
91.6% gold, for example, is denoted as "916 fine". This fineness is equivalent to 22K.
The largest gold nugget ever found in Alaska is named the Alaska Centennial Nugget. It weighs a whopping 294.10 troy ounces, and was found near
the town of Ruby, Alaska in 1998. Barry Swift was placer mining an area along Swift Creek that was known for producing large nuggets. He was pushing dirt with his bulldozer when something unusual caught his eye. He jumped out of the dozer and picked up the object. He immediately knew by the
weight that he had unearthed a huge gold nugget. He immediately buried the nugget under a nearby tree until he could figure out what to do with it.
When he finally took it into town for further examination, it was determined that he had found the largest nugget ever found in Alaska, and the second
largest nugget ever found in the Western Hemisphere behind the Boot of Cortez found in Mexico .
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Interim (2014) EXECUTIVE
PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS

519-752-9756

Campbell.moons@silomail.com

VICE PRESIDENT: Looking for a volunteer for this position. Please consider volunteering for this important position
TREASURER: BETTY PERRY

519-488-1236

Robert@roberthalloriginals.com

SECRETARY: DARREN GAGE

519-758-8426

darren_gage@hotmail.com

SHOW CHAIR 2014-15: KIM LEBLANC

519-442-7372

marcell@execulink.com

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: MARCEL LEBLANC

519-442-7372

marcell@execulink.com

SOCIAL: RUSSEL JENNINGS

289-755-3002

SOCIAL: CARRIE GAGE

519-758-8426

darren_gage@hotmail.com

PROGRAM: John Moons—Temporarily Only

519-752-9756

CAMPBELLMOONS@SILOMAIL.COM

FIELD TRIPS: K. LAHAYE & FAYE MEADOWS

519-725-4678

fayemeadows@rogers.com

CCFMS REP.:

519-751-3247

basia10p@hotmail.com

LIBRARIAN: ROGER CAMPBELL

519-442-6542

roger.camp@sympatico.ca

SHOP LIBRARIAN: RUSS McCRORY

905-772-6403

russelldavid.mccrory@sympatico.ca

Babs KISIEL-PENNELL

LAPIDARY WORKSHOP CHAIR PERSON : BRAD McCLELLAND

Home No. 519-751-3141 Work No 519-752-3717

BUILDING AND WORKSHOP ADMINISTRATOR: Bob Kergan Ph. 905-517-1832

kergr@yahoo.ca

Interested in Fossils, Gems or Minerals?

Then join the Brantford Lapidary and Mineral Society
Name____________________________

Phone___________________

Address______________________________________ Postal Code________
E Mail________________________________________
Your interests (Circle): Lapidary, Minerals, Faceting, Fossils, Jewellery, Micro mount
Send with $15 single ($18/family) to: Treasurer, Brantford Lapidary & Mineral Society
1 Sherwood Drive, Brantford, ON,
Mailing address: 1 Sherwood Drive, Brantford, Ont. N3T 1N3
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Website: www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca

