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Wow, what an awesome show.  Two days filled with exciting events and club displays, many fantastic deals available at the many exhibitor’s 

booths.  Everything from mineral specimen’s, fossils, and jewellery making items to finished products were available to attendees.  Our executive 

would like to thank the many, many volunteers who help make our 40th anniversary show a huge success and hope that all who helped out had a 

great time. From having four representatives from four levels of government (Phil McColman– MP, Dave Levac– MPP, Ron eddy—Mayor Brant 

Co. and Chris Friel-Mayor city of Brantford) for our fortieth cake cutting ceremony to having nearly 2,000 people attend it was a very successful 

show again this year.  Special thanks goes out to Bob Perry for once again organizing and running a great show, to Carrie and Darren Gage for 

keeping the money in order, to Karen ward and all her helpers on the silent auction table, to Russ McCrory—Maddie Lavender, Marion Eccelston 

and Brad McCellend on the mining adventure, to Kim LeBlanc for overseeing the admissions table and to Johm Moons and Karen Ward for or-

ganizing the fluorescent room. And many thank-you’s to all the other volunteers not mentioned. 

2012 Gem and Mineral Show: 
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Diamonds in Canada 

 

The first diamond discovery in 1991 happened at Point Lake near Lac de Gras in the Northwest Territories, some 300 kilometres northeast 

of Yellowknife.  

Two diamond mines have since come into production in the area:  

· The Ekati, about 300 kilometres northeast of Yellowknife, opened in 1998. Ekati is owned by Australian mining conglomerate 

BHP Billiton (80 per cent) and by prospectors Charles Fipke and Stewart Blusson (20 per cent).  

· The Diavik, about 100 kilometres southeast of Ekati, opened in 2003. Diavik is owned by Diavik Diamond Mines Inc. (60 per 

cent), a Yellowknife-based subsidiary of Britain's Rio Tinto PLC and Toronto-based Aber Diamond Corp. (40 per cent).  

Canada's third and Nunavut's first diamond mine, Jericho, is about 400 km northeast of Yellowknife. The mine, owned by the Toronto-

based Tahera Diamond Corporation, officially opened in August 2006.  

A fourth diamond mine, Snap Lake-4 in the Northwest Territories about 220 kilometres northeast of Yellowknife, is expected to begin 

production in late 2007. It is owned by De Beers.  

Statistics Canada says that between 1998 and 2002, 13.8 million carats have been mined, and the diamonds – precious stones of pure car-

bon – are worth $2.8 billion. "This is roughly a 1.5-kilogram bag of ice each day for five years, with each bag worth $1.5 million," a Sta-

tistics Canada paper says.  

Even better, Canada's diamonds have gained a world reputation for quality. They are also "clean" in that they are not used to finance ter-

ror, war and weapons as they are in parts of the world such as Sierra Leone and Angola. At the end of 2003, Canada was the world's third-

largest producer of diamonds, providing 15 per cent of the world's supply. The top two diamond producers are Botswana and Russia.  

Canadian diamonds not only are clean, as in not being "dirty diamonds" or "blood diamonds," they are actually rather wholesome-

looking, each etched with a speck of polar bear as a trademark. They're also fashionable, as when Canadian teen singer Avril Lavigne 

attended the MTV Awards in New York in 2003, wearing $50,000 worth of Canadian diamonds.  

The supply of Canadian diamonds is not expected to diminish any time soon. Ekati, Diavik, Jericho and Snap Lake are expected to keep 

producing the best diamonds in the world for the next 18 years. By then, of course, judging by the prospecting, claims and permit action 

in the Canadian North, more diamond mines will have come on line, probably lots more.  

Diavick Mine Finished Product 

Diamond in the Rough Diamond in the Rough 
Group of Rough Diamonds 

Diavik Mine Winter 
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Getting started in rock tumbling - 

some basic hints and tips 
Most tumblers come with a basic set of instructions but some may like to do a little reading on the subject 

before buying their tumbler. Below are some basic hints and tips as well as some internet links for further 

exploration. 

Tumblers can be used to polish a range of material - not just rock - so they are useful for a wide range of 

uses from rock polishing, jewellery making, glass mosaic work, etc. Good quality tumblers will last a life-

time if well looked after and so are a good investment in your hobby. One of the beauties of Tumbling is 

you cant really get it completely wrong - you will make mistakes but these will rarely be irretrievable and 

you can learn from these and improve results. 

Selection of Material: Careful selection of Rocks will provide the best finished results - cracked or very 

sharp rocks may be best removed or broken/roughly shaped before starting (wear appropriate safety equip-

ment before attempting this). Rocks of similar hardness and mixed sizes will work best.  

Setting Up - Load the barrel 2/3 to 3/4 full with rocks and add just enough water to reach the rocks 

(rainwater is best if possible). The Barrel must always be at least half full and no more than 3/4 full. If your 

load is too small or you have lost some volume in stage 1 or 2, you can add plastic pellets to make up vol-

ume. Make sure the Lid and Recess is completely clean before closing the lid. Sit the barrels on the Tum-

bler and turn on. It is wise to watch for a short time and check there are no leaks and the barrel is rotating 

well before leaving the unit to run continuously for around 6-7 days (you can check every 24 hours if you 

like). 

Grit Recommendations - The first stage is usually a Coarse Grind using #80 Grit Silicon Carbide or simi-

lar. If rocks are very smooth or you are using a vibratory tumbler, you can skip this first stage and go 

straight to the Medium Grind. Usually the Medium Grind would be #220 Silicon Carbide. The 3 stage is 

Pre-Polish and can use #600 Silicon Carbide or another type of pre-polish such as #1500 Aluminium Oxide.  

Amount of grit to use is indicated by your tumbler instructions but as a guide, for a 3 pound barrel, you 

would add 3-5 tablespoons of grit for the 1st and 2nd stages and a little less (2-4 tablespoons) for the 3rd 

and polish stages. 

Remember to read the instructions carefully but a few things to remember. Load the tumbler barrel to its 

optimum level - usually around two thirds to three quarters full as this creates the most efficient tumbling 

conditions. Check each stage of the process and only move on to the next once you are happy that each 

stage is complete.  

DO NOT tip tumbler contents down the sink - this WILL block your drain and be expensive to fix - better 

to tip outside in the garden (dispersed) or allowed to dry completely and solid contents thrown away in the 

Bin (waste is inert and non toxic). Consider buying a spare barrel to keep grinding and polishing stages 

separate. You will still need to wash between stages carefully but this greatly reduces the chance of coarse 

grit contaminating the polishing stage. 

Polishing - Polishing is usually the most problematic stage and you may need to use some trial and error 

before getting the desired result. The Cerium Oxide in our Starter Kit A is the cheapest polish available and 

suitable for many types of rocks BUT not all. Some may need different polishes so keep trying until you 

find the right one - Tin or Aluminum Oxide are both good general purpose polishes for most types of rocks 

and are worth a try if the Cerium Oxide is not working well for you.  

Websites:  http://rocktumblingsupplies.com/faq.phtml 

               :  http://www.ehow.com/how_5060047_tumble-polish-rocks.html 
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Members in the News 

Among the numerous accomplishments in her life, in the early 1970s, Maddie was a leading member of the Citizens’ Com-

mittee for Pollution Control (CCPC), a group established during the development of the Town (incorporated as a City in 1974) 

of Burlington’s recycling program — a recycling program that was way ahead of its time. The program was the result of hard 

work, dedication and enthusiasm for our planet. 

Before Maddie became involved with CCPC she had read an article about Roberta Golightly, another Burlington resident with 

the drive to start recycling. Roberta was worried and frustrated because it seemed there was little, if anything, a single indi-

vidual could do to fix environmental problems. 

Roberta decided the “loss of resources buried in garbage dumps” was something she could take some action on. Roberta 

researched and found markets for materials she thought could be recycled. Most of the recycling markets were found in 

Hamilton. She found markets for tin, glass, aluminum, cardboard and newspaper. 

Roberta worked on obtaining a supply of this material to send to the recycling markets. With some help from her friends, she 

canvassed local Burlington neighbourhoods to ask if they would participate in a two-week trial to separate these recyclable 

items from their waste. The trial was so successful that they decided to carry on the project, and Roberta used her own gar-

age as the neighbourhood recycling depot. 

Roberta’s efforts gained media attention, and the project was beginning to grow beyond her garage; this is when Maddie 

joined the recycling mission. Maddie called Roberta to inquire about CCPC, she was immediately asked to become part of 

the organization’s Executive Committee. Turns out, the Executive Committee was three people! Soon enough, Maddie was 

getting media attention for her involvement. 

The recycling program was expanding, residents across Burlington were transforming their garages into recycling depots and 

using their station wagons and VW vans to transport the recyclables to the markets. It was time to get Town Council involved; 

the municipality needed to start supporting waste separation and recycling. 

CCPC continued discussions with Council while also creating newsletters, conducting research, developing an information 

centre, providing education kits for schools, presenting at public meetings and working with municipal and provincial govern-

ments to run a recycling pilot project.                                         

The Town of Burlington gave the group a house on Brant Street where collected material from the neighbourhood 

could be sorted and stored. “Members of the group started bringing their children to the recycling centre to help sort 

the material,” recalled Maddie, laughing. 

Eventually the Town had other plans for the Brant Street location so the recycling centre was moved to a barn that was 

north of Highway 5 (Dundas Street). The program gained awareness, so residents started bringing their material 

straight to the centre, while the group collected material from schools and churches. 

Continued on page 6 

Recycling History in Halton: Citi-

zens Who Led the Way 

For many of us, we cannot remember life without 

Recycling it is second nature to us now, but there 

once was a time in Halton, and throughout Ontario, 

that environmentally-aware residents had to go that 

extra mile to do the right thing. 

Madeline (Maddie) Lavender is one such resident, 

a trailblazer with a zest for life, who at 84 years 

young, has accomplished a great deal and is still 

extremely active in her community. 
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Members at Large– The LeBlanc's in Kentucky– Kim LeBlanc 

The pilot project the Town and the group had been advocating for was approved. The pilot had a $20,000 budget and would include 

1,000 Burlington residents. The pilot ran from August 1971 to February 1972, with the objective to determine whether Ontario munici-

palities could establish recycling programs as a way to solve waste issues. Without the CCPC, this would not have occurred and who 

knows what our recycling program would look like today!? 

Maddie Lavender with an article from a 1971 Burlington Gazette 

“Effective action is possible by one individual, as long as you believe in what you are doing and you work hard at it,” stated Maddie. 

“Simply thinking about something is not enough; one must think about it and then do something about it!” 

Agate’s, Corvettes, Caves and Fluorite.-Kentucky has it all. 

Kentucky is a beautiful state and one of my favourites, with its rolling green hills and warm southern hospitali-

ty, but getting there can be an adventure too.  First if you have the misfortune of going thru Detroit you will 

find that it is always under construction and easy to get turned around or lost.  Driving down the I-75 is ok but 

when you get into Ohio you will see some large round objects which I can only guess are storage tanks for 

something or other.  Each large city has its name on an overpass and a notation as to what it is for i.e. Dayton 

the Refinery City, or something like that.  As you get closer to the border between Ohio and Kentucky on the 

east side of the highway outside of Cincinnati you used to see a place called The Church of the Rock with a 

very large white Jesus from the chest up with his arms outstretched to the heavens.  The church is still there but 

2 years ago someone very high up must have decided he was tired of looking down on this and lightning struck 

it.  Now all you see is metal rods and white pvc pipe in the same type of pose.  Kind of ironic.  When you final-

ly cross over into Kentucky it is like entering a whole new world.  You leave Cincinnati crossing the Ohio 

River into Kentucky and instantly everything looks greener and fresher.  You don’t drive thru cities but rather 

around them.  Everything becomes greener the trees are in flower the air is fresher.  Pastures are along the 

highway with rolling hills and to the eastern end mountains, central area the caves.  

 You can probably tell how much I love this state, but getting back to my story we travelled to our agate friend 

Scott Hardy’s home to purchase some Kentucky agate.  He lives in Irvine county which is in the eastern portion 

of the state and at the base of the mountains.  Here we purchased some agate including one piece of Imperial 

red which is very hard to find and very expensive.  He had a piece about 12 inches in diameter which was 

about $2500.  We got another piece of imperial red, for $75 with which he added 3 other slices (not imperial 

red).  Scott is a very nice guy who collects and sells Kentucky agate as a past time hobby and also works as a 

guard at a correctional facility.  We said our goodbyes and headed to Bowling Green for the rest if the week. 

  On Monday we decided to go to Marion ,Kentucky to see the Ben E. Clement fluorite museum.  It’s a 2 hour 

drive from Bowling Green (one way) so once we got there, after our GPS got us lost (I think it was secretly 

siphoning Kentucky bourbon) we went up to the door only to discover that it was only open wed to sat.  After 

saying a few choice words, which I will not repeat, we took the 2-hour drive back to Bowling Green (in the 

rain).  We went to the Corvette museum, took hundreds of pictures and left with a new love of the car itself.  

Marcel bought himself 2 die cast corvettes saying that these were the only ones he would probably ever be able 

to afford.  He also bought Theresa one.  Theresa and I got to sit in one and I promise when I get one I will get 

rock hound put on the licence plate.  

  We also went to Cave City (the actual name of a town) as well as a place called Kentucky Down Under, in a 

town called Horse Cave.  There you can go into a cave, and see kangaroos, wallaby’s and various other crea-

tures from Australia.  My favourite is the kuku burro with its laugh.  

 By Friday we decided to try our luck at Marion one last time and travelled the 2 hours again (4 hours round 

trip) and not depending on our GPS (she had still been in the bourbon) got there unscathed.  We got to the door 

at 3:05 and read the sign, which said, closed at 3:00.  I agreed with ever word Marcel uttered, but I will not 

mention, and in an act of desperation tried the door.  To my surprise it opened and the lady working there in-

formed us that it did indeed close a 3 pm but she had some stuff to do so we were welcome to come in and see 

the museum.  I could have kissed her feet.  We walked around the museum (small but compact) to see a collec-

tion, which would leave you speechless.  How one person could amass such a collection is incredible.  Some of 

the specimens were huge.  They were all beautiful and again we took hundreds of pictures.  In one of the rooms 

the lights were off and fluorite specimens were in glass cases and back lit so show off their true beauty.  Still 

another had a display of minerals from different places, which looked rather plain until the lights were turned 

off and the UV lights were turned on.   
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2012 EXECUTIVE 

PRESIDENT: ERNIE EDMONDS PHONE            519-583-9457   EMAIL:   

VICE PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS   519-752-9756  Campbell.moons@silomail.com 

TREASURER: DARREN GAGE   519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

SECRETARY: KIM LEBLANC   519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com  

SHOW CHAIR 2011-12: BOB PARRY  519-448-1236  robert@roberthalloriginals 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: MARCEL LEBLANC 519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com 

SOCIAL: SUSAN WAKELEY   519-752-7690  suewake28@rogers.com 

SOCIAL: CARRIE GAGE    519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM: BABS KISIEL-PENNELL  519-751-3247  basis10p@hotmail.com 

FIELD TRIPS: K. LAHAY & FAYE MEADOWS 519-725-4678  fayemeadows@rogers.com 

CCFMS REP.: RENE PERRIN   519-267-4515   

LIBRARIAN: RUSS McCRORY   905-389-6525 russelldavid.mccrory@sympatico.ca 

WORKSHOP: BRAD McCLELLAND  519-751-3141 

April Meeting—Friday April 20, 2012 

Time: 7:30 pm   

Location:  S. C. Johnson Centre– 16 Morrell Street , Brantford ON N3T 4J2 

1/  Hwy 403 to Hwy 24 exit South 

2/ Continue south to St Paul Avenue, past Brantford General Hospital to  

    Brant Ave. Intersection. 

3/  Continue through lights to Grand River Ave., Turn right. 

4/ Continue on to Morrell Street go through stop sign turn right to enter parking lot. 

Alternate Route 

1/ Hwy 403 to Paris Road Exit, turn left onto Brant Ave. 

2/ Continue south on Paris Road to St Paul intersection. 

3/ Turn right onto St Paul Ave 

4/  Continue on St Paul Ave to Grand River Ave., Turn right. 

5/ Continue on to Morrell Street go through stop sign turn right to enter parking lot. 

 Then you were treated to a display of reds, blues, yellows, oranges, greens, and purples.  It was definitely well worth the 8 hour 2 day trip 

(although I wish we could have done it in 1 day 4 hours) We told the lady there what had happened and she said that they have told the 

chamber of commerce to make a sign for them and tell people that if they come during a time they are not there to call a number and if 

someone is available they will come and open up for them.  The chamber did not tell me this! The museum also runs trips to mine fluorite in 

late April.  We were too early for this (we went down in March) but would like to plan a trip sometime and go on the dig. 

  At the end of our week we headed home with a new love of fluorite and vettes.  If you ever have the chance to go to Kentucky go to the 

museum and if you (or even if you don’t) love cars to the corvette museum.  You will not be disappointed. 

To see more pictures of our trip please visit the BLMS website and look in the photo gallery “LeBlancs in Kentucky”  
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THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

CLUB NEWS 

COMING EVENTS 2012 

April 19-22 2012, 39th Rochester Mineralogical Symposium.  

April 27-29 2012, 21st Toronto Gem and Mineral Show and Sale, Friday 4 PM - 9 PM; Saturday 10 AM - 7 PM; Sunday 10 AM - 5 PM. Don 

Mills Civitan Arena, 1030 Don Mills Road, North York, Ontario. Adults $7, under 16 free.  

May 4 - 6 2012, 49th Canadian Micro Mineral Association Annual Symposium, Brock University, St. Catharines, Ontario. For more info, visit 

"http://www.canadianmicrominerals.ca"  

May 4 to Sunday May 6 2012  Robert Hall Originals—Annual Spring Open House and Demonstration Weekend 

   Mineral Madness and the Many Faces of Agate! A free weekend of fun 

                                                      10:00 am to 5.00 pm each day   PH. 519-448-1236, 1-800-360-2813 

                                                      Website: Www.roberthalloriginals.com,  Email: inquiry@roberthalloriginals.com  

May 4 to 6     Canadian Micro Mineral Association  49th Annual Symposium 

Website: www.canadianmicrominerals.ca 

May 19-22    39th Rochester Mineralogical Symposium  

Website: www.rasny.org/minsymposium/mineralsymp.htm 

June 9th   Niagara Penne\insula Geological Society 2012 Gem, Mineral and Fossil Show 

                  At Mountainview United Church, 150 Glendale Avenue, St. Catharines, Ontario 

Field Trips: 
-Herkimer trip is on the May 24th ( May 19, 20,21st ) week-

end. Bill and Anne (Herkimer Diamonds) have reserved a 

block of rooms at the Herkimer Motel 

(www.hekimermotel.com Ph.: 877 656 6835)  If staying at the 

motel please mention Bills name for the group rate.  Many 

members will be arriving on Friday May 18th and staying the 

weekend.  A KOA campground is located across the road from 

the Ace of Diamonds Mine and some camping spots are avail-

able at the mine itself.  Bill and Anne will be hosting a BBQ 

on Saturday evening.  Please contact fayemead-

ows@rogers.com if attending..   

-Our annual field trip to Arkona/Hungry Hollow tentatively set 

for April 28th depending on weather and river flow check 

website for any changes.  Meet at the Woodman center at 8:00 

am to car pool or go directly to Rock Glen conservation area.  

After a morning of collecting we will meet for lunch at the 

conservation picnic area then continue on to the Hungry Hol-

low collecting site.  Contact Roger Campbell with any ques-

tions, 519-442-6542 eml: roger.camp@sympatico.ca 

 

Workshops 

Workshops should be resuming very soon, just waiting on contract from City of Brantford. The house on Helen Street is done being 

worked on by the City of Brantford and as soon as the contract is reviewed and signed by the BLMS executive workshops can get up 

and running again.  A committee of 5-6 members is required to help run the workshops, basically one of the committee members 

would be required to be present during any workshop activity.  Please consider volunteering for the workshop committee and make 

this exciting chapter in our club’s history a success.  

April Meeting:  Mineral of the month is Diamond so come on out all you diamond babies.  

April Program: Tentatively  a slide presentation of the LeBlanc’s trip to Kentucky is in the works. 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/

