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The Gage sisters 

(Brook & Dawn) 

prove that diamonds 

(Herkimer) are a 

girl’s best friend  

John Moons, Alysha McNeil (2009 scholarship recipient), Kathy Campbell & Peter 

Russell at donor-student reception at University of Waterloo on March 4, 2010 

APATITE 

Happy Easter 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/
http://ccfms.ca/
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 APRIL MEETING - April 16, 2010  

CLUB NEWS 

 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

 Time: 7:30 pm   

Location: Woodman Drive Community Centre 

   491 Grey St. Brantford, Ont. 

Guest Speaker: David Young    

from J.H. Young Jewellers  

Topic - The presentation will 

focus on Canadian diamonds 

with a short video and some Ca-

nadian diamonds for anyone to 

look at view up close as well as a 

video on the casting and manu-

facturing of jewellery . 

 Welcome New Members: Marie Pelchat, Lin Appleton & Joe Hilliard 

1. Our monthly mineral winners were Sherill Allard and Sue Wakeley 

2. Our March attendance was 33, not a record but still a good showing to enjoy Bill and Anne McIlquham 

who travelled all the way from Peterborough to give their presentation on Herkimer diamonds. Many 

thanks to Bill and Anne. See you at our show this weekend. 

3. Please note that our next meeting will be a week early - May 14, 2010. 

4. Faye and Katherine have a list of fieldtrips they are planning with the assistance of Re-

mond Lehoux. Our first trip is planned for Saturday May 15 to Arkona. More details 

will available at the next meeting as well as our show this weekend.  

 A trip to Herkimer on the long weekend in May is also in the planning stage. Other trips 

this year will include Niagara Falls, Dufferin and Guelph as well as our normal CCFMS sponsored trips 

to Dundas and Beamsville. If you have any questions contact our fieldtrip chair ladies. 

5. N.B.  Our club logo contest cut-off date will be the May 14th meeting. Please submit via email to me or 

bring to the May meeting. Entries will be voted on by the members at this meeting. Please put your 

name on the back of your entry. The member with the winning entry will receive their prize at the June 

meeting.  

 Forgotten English 

 Trocar: A cane or pipe of silver or steel, with a sharp pointed end, us’d in tapping those that are troubled with dropsy. 

Eagle-stone: A variety of iron ore, so called from the belief that it was found in the nest of the eagle, where it was sup-

posed to prevent [the eagle’s] eggs from becoming rotten. (R. Hoblyn’s Medical Dictionary 1859) 

“David Young of J.H. Young and Sons Jewellers of Brantford - we are Brantford's oldest jewellery store 

located in Brantford at 126 Lynden Rd. My self along with brothers Paul, Graham and sister Dianne are all 

actively involved in the store. We have 3 GIA graduated gemologists 2 graduate jewellers on staff jewellery 

designer and 2 goldsmiths and 1 stone setter. We are a 4th generation jewellery store.” 
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If a meteorite is large enough, and traveling 

at sufficient velocity when it collides with 

the surface of our planet, an explosive event 

occurs which forms a crater. Large 

amounts of debris—in the case of the Popi-

gai crater millions of tons of it—are thrown 

into the air. This debris typically represents 

rocks from different strata and when the 

fragments fall back to earth, in and around 

the crater, they do so in a random fashion. 

Rocks from varying layers and time periods 

come to rest next to each other and slowly 

become cemented together into an impact 

breccia. Because of the violent way in which 

they were formed, impact breccias typically 

consist of sharp angular fragments, in con-

trast to terrestrial conglomerates that con-

tain rounded clasts.   

 In 1999 I was invited by Dr. Roy Gal-

lant—noted author, astronomer and 

adventurer—to join him on a thrilling 

expedition to one of the largest and most 

remote meteorite craters on earth.  

 

The Popigai crater is situated at the 

northern edge of Siberia, on the Tamyr 

Peninusula, far north of the Arctic Cir-

cle. Approximately 100 km in diameter, 

the crater is completely inaccessible by 

land or sea, and our team was airlifted 

inside it by ex-military helicopters.  

 

Popigai’s remoteness is not the only ob-

stacle the would-be visitor encounters. 

For decades, the crater produced indus-

trial grade diamonds, mined by political 

prisoners, and used by Russian industry 

for military applications. A special invi-

tation from the KGB was required to 

allow our American team into the re-

stricted area.  

 

For decades geologists believed that Popi-

gai diamonds were the result of volcanic 

activity, but the eminent Russian geologist 

and impact specialist Dr. Victor Masiatis 

eventually proved that the enormous cra-

ter is all that remains of a meteorite, esti-

mated to have been between 5 and 8 km in 

diameter, which struck our planet 35 mil-

lion years ago.  

 

In addition to diamonds, the Popigai cra-

ter gives us superb examples of impact 

breccias. The most common definition of a 

breccia is “a rock made of smaller rocks 

cemented together.” In other words, brec-

cias consist of rocks that have been broken 

up or altered by volcanic activity, land-

slides or other geological processes, and 

then cemented back together over time. 

Breccias often contain rocks from several 

different sources, and impact breccias are 

an especially good example of this phe-

nomenon.  

 

THE TELEPHONE CITY CRYSTAL Popigai: Meteoritic Diamonds from the Arctic Circle article by 

Geoffrey Notkin (geology.com) 

LAPIDARY (NAIL) POLISH USES by Howard Semon from 1/98 Lapidary Chatter 

If you are like me and no longer see as well as you once did you may find that fingernail polish can be a big help.  In faceting, applying 

a coat of fingernail polish prior to cutting makes it a lot easier to see the facets and almost guarantees against missed facets. 

In cabbing, the polish makes it easier to see where you have cut and helps to avoid flat spots. 

When using a trim saw it helps to see the trim line if you lay down a coating of nail polish after scribing the line.  

 Via Anglic Gemcutter Ó 10/98 

WORKSHOP TIPS: 

WHY I USE CREAM OF WHEAT IN 5-MINUTE EPOXY?  by Charles Covil 4/93 TX Facetors Guild Newsletter 

Mixing on a clean sheet of paper lay down equal amounts of Epoxy resin and hardener. Sprinkle the Cream of Wheat on the Epoxy, 

shake off the excess.  Now, move the mixture around like mixing concrete; don’t just stir it, but combine stirring with folding.  When 

the Epoxy is thoroughly mixed, the Cream of Wheat will be spread evenly throughout.  Use this as a guide to tell you when your mix-

ing is complete. 

The Cream of Wheat will keep the stone from coming in contact with the sides of the dop.  This will offer some protection to the stone.  

The Cream of Wheat is softer than the dop. 

As the Epoxy sets up it softens the Cream of Wheat.  The Epoxy the Cream of Wheat expands, as the Epoxy starts to harden it starts 

to shrink.  At this stage, the Epoxy can pull pieces off the stone, (especially stones with cleavage planes), the Cream of Wheat expands 

as the Epoxy shrinks and this keeps the tension off the stone.  This in turn tends to balance the stresses inside the dop. 

After the faceting is complete, it is time to remove the stone from the dop.  The Cream of Wheat is providing soft spots in the Epoxy, 

this I feel speeds up the soaking time required to remove the stone.  Further, if you choose to boil the dop and stone to separate them, 

the Cream of Wheat speeds this up, also.  As the Cream of Wheat expands further, it helps push the stone away from the epoxy. 

The above seems to work for me.  I have lost very few lets since I started using the above system.  This was very important because I 

was orienting topaz on the "C" axis to enhance the color. This left the culet exposed to the pulling effect of the shrinking epoxy.  I had 

lost a lot of culets before I started using the above method.  Now I have very few stones damaged when they come out of the cone dop. 

Via Anglic Gemcutter Ó 10/98 
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 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

Hi, this is Kim LeBlanc, a fellow rockhound and mem-

ber of the BLMS. The LeBlanc family recently ven-

tured to the beautiful state of Kentucky. The weather 

was wet the first day but shaped up to be beautiful. 

Everyone went with the mindset of a vacation away 

from home but I had an additional reason for going. I 

had read an article in Rock and Gem magazine about 

Kentucky Agate and wanted to get some. It is found in 

only a few counties in Kentucky, Powell, Estill, Jack-

son and 1 or 2 more along the Daniel Boone National 

Forest in the rivers. I eventually persuaded my family 

to make the 3 1/2 hour drive from our motel to Estill 

county to meet a gentleman I had contacted over the 

internet. The drive, if you have never been to Ken-

tucky, is beautiful, hills basically are all over the state 

and I mean large hills, pastures and open spaces. If 

you travel near Lexington you will see pastures with 

white or black wooden fences and contained in these 

fences are the thoroughbred horses famous in the 

state. But enough of that I was talking about agate. We 

went to the gentleman’s home to see the agate he col-

lects. His name is Scott Hardy, a very friendly man 

who has been collecting for many years. He would 

have gladly taken us out hunting but our time was 

limited. There is a variety of agate called Imperial Red 

which is very hard to obtain and is only found in 1 

river. He had a slab which was about 6” in diameter 

by 1/4” thick and cost about $100. Needless to say I 

have no Imperial Red in my collection but I do have 

some nice pieces. He even gave us some small un-

opened agate geodes to cut ourselves. That to me is 

almost as good as collecting it as when we open it we 

will be the first to see what is inside. We paid the man 

(very reasonable) and made the 3 1/2 hour drive back 

to the motel. There are many other things to do r/t 

rock hounding. There are caves to see and of course 

rock shops with every cave. There is a dinosaur park 

which is fun with rock and minerals in it’s gift shop and of 

course Big Mikes Rock Shop. All of these are in a little 

town called Cave City and is on I65. All in all we had a 

great time and hated to come home but we have already 

planned out next venture which will be in May to Herki-

mer. Wish us luck! 

Scott sells agate over the internet. His e-mail address is 

mhardy@irvineonline.net 

 

P.S. We may have some Kentucky Agate for sale in the 

silent auction so come to the show on April 10 and 11. 

KENTUCKY AGATE COLLECTING 

 by Kim LeBlanc 

The World’s Largest 

And Oldest Meteorite 
The world’s largest and oldest meteorite has been discovered in China 

near the northeast city of Shenyang. The meteorite, locally called 

Haushita Hill, is estimated to be 4.5 to 4.6 billion years old and fell to 

earth 1.9 billion years ago. The meteorite 

mound is 600 feet long, 250 feet wide and 

about 300 feet deep. It weighs about 2 

million tons and is covered with granite. 

The meteorite is older than any natural 

earth rock. The site is planned to be a 

state protected nature reserve. 

 

Northwest Newsletter 10/00 

 via Del Air Bulletin 6/01 

via Golden Spike News 8/01 
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THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

MINERAL OF THE MONTH - APATITE 

 Color is typically green but also yellow, blue, reddish brown and purple. 

 Luster is vitreous to greasy and gumdrop. 

 Transparency: Crystals are transparent to translucent. 

 Crystal System is hexagonal; 6/m 

 Crystal Habits include the typical hexagonal prism with the hexagonal pyramid or a pinacoid or both as a termination. Also 

accicular, granular, reniform and massive. A cryptocrystalline variety is called collophane and can make up a rock type called 

phosphorite and also can replace fossil fragments. 

 Cleavage is indistinct in one basal direction. 

 Fracture is conchoidal. 

 Hardness is 5. 

 Specific Gravity is approximately 3.1 - 3.2 (average for translucent minerals) 

 Streak is white. 
 Associated Minerals are hornblende, micas, nepheline and calcite. 

 Other Characteristics: An unusual "partially dissolved" look similar to the look of previously sucked on hard candy. 

 Notable Occurrences include Durango, Mexico; Bancroft, Ontario; Germany and Russia. 

 Chemistry: Ca5(PO4)3(OH,F,Cl), Calcium (Fluoro, Chloro, Hydroxyl) Phosphate 

Class: Phosphates 

Group: Apatite 

 Uses: as a source of phosphorous to be used in fertilizer, rarely as a gemstone and 

as a mineral specimen. 

What a vast, boundless life unfolds before us! Ordinarily, we spend all our time comparing and discriminating between this 

and that, always looking around for something good to happen to us. Because of that, we become restless and anxious about 

everything….We are constantly pursued by anxious misgivings that something bad will happen. As long as we base our 

lives on distinguishing between the better way and the worse way, we can never find absolute peace such that whatever hap-

pens is all right. When we let go of our thoughts that distinguish better from worse and instead see everything in terms of 

the universal self, we are able to settle upon a different attitude toward life--the attitude of magnanimous mind that what-

ever happens, we are living out self alone. Here a truly peaceful life unfolds.    (Kosho Uchiyama) 

The Lighter Side 

An elderly woman had just returned to her home from an evening worship service and was startled to find an intruder in her 

house. Catching the man in the act of burglarizing her home, she yelled, “Stop! Acts 2:38!”  (Repent and be baptised, everyone 

of you, in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven). As the burglar stopped dead in his tracks, the woman 

carefully called the police and explained what he had done. Shortly, several officers arrived and took the man into custody. As 

he was placing the handcuffs on the burglar, one of the officers asked “Why did you just stand there? All the lady did was men-

tion a Scripture verse.”   “SCRIPTURE?” replied the burglar. “She said she had an AXE and TWO 38’s!” 



6  

 Fossilized poop bears tooth marks 
Shark-bitten fecal matter probably came from assault on ancient croc By Sid Perkins 

 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

Workshops at Woodman Centre 

Wednesday Evenings  7 - 9 pm 

Thursday Afternoons 1 - 3 pm   

The cost is $8 per session .  

Palaeontologists have stumbled across a scientific first that’s sure to inspire both fascination 

and disgust: coprolites, or fossilized fecal matter, bearing the distinct impressions of a crea-

ture’s teeth.         

The coprolites — one chunk of rock is fist-sized, the other is about 30 percent larger — were 

discovered on a beach along the western shore of Chesapeake Bay, says Stephen Godfrey, a 

palaeontologist at the Calvert Marine Museum in Solomons, Md. 

The impressions in the coprolites are as much as 6.5 millimetres (just over a quarter of an 

inch) deep, Godfrey and a colleague report online March 9 in Naturwissenschaften. A silicone 

rubber mold of the tooth marks indicates that the biter was most likely a close relative of to-

day’s tiger shark. 

This fossilized poop doesn’t include visible bits of bone, feather or fish scales like similar cop-

rolites unearthed from 15-million-year-old rocks in the nearby cliffs. But the hunks do have a phosphate-rich composition that hints 

the fecal matter came from a creature that had fed on bony prey. This, along with the size of the coprolites, suggests they came from a 

large animal, possibly a crocodilian, Godfrey says. 

Although sharks are known to taste-test possible prey, Godfrey thinks it’s unlikely that the shark just took a nip of poop floating by 

to test its palatability. For one thing, he says, the tooth impressions are much deeper on one side of each coprolite than on the other — 

a scenario that’s unlikely if the delicate fecal matter had been free-floating. 

Instead, the researchers contend, the disparity in the depth of the impressions probably resulted because the fecal matter was still 

inside the shark’s prey, or constrained within disembowelled intestines, when bitten. 

YUCK This coprolite, or fossilized fecal 

matter (top), bears an array of tooth 

marks left by an ancient shark (mold of 

impressions at bottom; scale bar repre-

sents 1 centimetre). Godfrey and Smith/

Naturwissenschaften  

Still waiting for article 

submissions from our 

members 

King Tut display at the Art Gallery of Ontario 

We ventured through Toronto traffic on Apr. 1 to view the 

King Tut display at the AGO.  The courteous staff at the gal-

lery allowed us to enter the gates of the tomb before our allot-

ted time. We were greeted in the initial area with statues, 

busts and objects found in various Egyptian excavations. 

These priceless artifacts were fashioned from red granite, 

grandiorite, calcite and limestone with incredible detail. Spread throughout the next 

areas were gold jewellery containing lapis, carnelian and glass, gold funeray sandals, 

gold canopic coffinette used to house organs in Tut’s tomb (photo above). Original 

furniture including a bed and chair were in my opinion wondrous considering the 

age.  My favourite was a life-size statue of Amenhotep IV which seemed to almost 

speak to the visitors as we passed by. In the final room, a 15 foot statue of the young 

ruler stood in majesty over the many throngs of us who came to marvel at this an-

cient king.  My expectations were definitely met.  

Phyllis and I also wondered through the Ken Thomson collection which included 

many Canadian paintings, first nations objects, European works of art- primarily 

Northern sculptures and decorative arts dating from early  Middle Ages to the mid 

19th century. The number of items including many ivory pieces is mind boggling 

considering one person amassed such a priceless collection. It is truly an advantage 

that it has been shared with all us to view and enjoy.   

A trip to the AGO is a must for your future plans.   (by Roger Campbell) 

http://www.sciencenews.org/view/authored/id/21/name/Sid_Perkins
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COMING EVENTS 

Apr 30-May 2     Open House - Robert Hall Originals Pewter Studio and Rock Shop 

  Fri., Sat., Sin 10am - 5 pm 

  138 Sugar Maple Road, St. George, Ontario  

Features: Visit Robert Hall Originals for our Annual Spring Open House. Rocks, minerals, gems, beads, 
lapidary demonstrations & more! Admission: Free 

Contact: inquiry@roberthalloriginals.com (519) 448-1236 0r 1-800-360-2813                              

Website: http://www.roberthalloriginals.com 

 

Apr 30 -May 1  Canadian Micro Mineral Association 47th Annual Symposium 

 Brock University, St. Catharines, Ontario 

 Speakers: To be announced    

 Contact: Bill Lechner at 416-438-8908 or bill.lechner@rogers.com  

 *Registration form available by request to the above*                              

      

Jul 25   Bancroft Gem & Mineral Club 15th Annual Gem & Mineral Show 

   Sunday 10am - 4pm 

   Bancroft Legion Hall. Station St., Bancroft, ON 

   Admission: $2/adult, children & students (18 yrs & under) free 

   Contact: Al Burnett, R.R. 1, Bancroft, ON, K0L 1C0; email alrocks16@yahoo.ca 

 

Jul29 - Aug1 47th Annual Rockhound Gemboree - “Canada’s largest gem & mineral show” 

   Thurs. 10-7, Fri. 10-7, Sat. 10-7, Sun. 10-5 

   Features: Over 110 dealers of fine mineral specimens, gemstone jewellery, and lapidary supplies. 

   Highlights of the show include gold panning booth, rock and mineral talks with geologists form Natural 

  resources Canada, a swapping area, a mineral display and expert mineral identification services by Mal

  colm Back of the Royal Ontario Museum, and geologist-led mineral collecting field trips. 

   Contact: 877-410-1513 for details  

   Website: http://www.bancroftdisrict.com/Tourism/rock hound gem.php 

 

   For a complete listing go the CCFMS website: www.ccfms.ca/ 

 THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 
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PRESIDENT: JOHN MOONS PHONE            519-752-9756    EMAIL:  campbell.moons@sympatico.ca 

VICE PRESIDENT: ERNIE EDMONDS  519-583-9457 

TREASURER: DARREN GAGE   519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

SECRETARY: KIM LEBLANC   519-442-7372  marcell@execulink.com  

SHOW CHAIR 2010: BOB PARRY   519-448-1236  robert@roberthalloriginals 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: ROGER CAMPBELL 519-442-6542  roger.camp@sympatico.ca 

SOCIAL: SUSAN WAKELEY/   519-752-7690  suewake28@rogers.com 

SOCIAL: CARRIE GAGE    519-758-8426  darren_gage@hotmail.com 

PROGRAM: KATHY CAMPBELL   519-442-6542  kathy.camp@hotmail.com 

FIELD TRIPS: K. LAHAY & FAYEMEADOWS 519-725-4678   

CCFMS REP.: KAREN WARD   905-525-0779  karenpward@sympatico.ca 

LIBRARIAN: RUSS McCRORY   905-389-6525 russelldavid.mccrory@sympatico.ca 

WORKSHOP: BRAD McCLELLAND  519-751-3141 

2010 EXECUTIVE 

Mailing address: 1 Sherwood Drive, Brantford, Ont. N3T 1N3   Website: www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca 

THE TELEPHONE  CITY CRYSTAL 

 

 

May14  -Kevin Kosar - University of Waterloo  

June18 - Potluck dinner at Robert Hall Originals 

July & August - Summer Holidays 

September 17- Nick Giannetti - Brazilian Minerals 

F UT URE  CL UB  ME E T I NG S  

Member Ruth Longden show visitors Cathy & Wayne a Herkimer 

diamond specimen at March meeting 

Our guest speakers Bill & Anne McIlquham (center) with 

Bob Parry (left) and Vice-Pres. Ernie Edmonds (right) 

WANTED - USED LAPIDARY EQUIPMENT - 

Lex VanderVelden - phone 519-264-1612 or email 

martyandlex@sympatico.ca 

WANTED - Used GENIE - Sue Wakeley                                          

phone 519-452-7690 or  email sue-

wake28@rogers.com 

http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/

