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                                                                                                             2008 SHOW CHAIR 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE     Jenny Jones 
 
The Brantford Lapidary and Mineral Society (BLMS) concluded their 
thirty-sixth Rock and Gem Show on March 30th, which was held at the 
Paris Fairgrounds.  
Visitors came from all parts of Ontario and the United States for this 
show. 
It is with much appreciation we extend our heartfelt thanks to all 
members of the BLMS and the many volunteers who helped to make 
this such a successful event. 
A special thanks is extended to our Show Chairperson, Jenny Jones, 
who spent many hours organizing this special event.  
Thanks is also extended to the personnel at the Paris Fairgrounds who 
provided assistance during this time. 
Hope to see everyone at the thirty-seventh show in April 2009. 
Bill Boone (President BLMS) 
 
APRIL PROGRAM  
Topic: FOSSILS From Around the World 
Speaker: Bob O’Donnell 
Bob is bringing along a large collection of fossils for 
his presentation. (A good workup to our Arkona trip) 
Date:   Friday April 18 2008    
Time:   7:30 PM           
Place:  Woodman Drive Community Centre 
         491 Grey St. Brantford, Ont 
 

 
Our MAY meeting is set for May 9 2008 (note date change) 
Our good friend Peter Russell with be with us to speak 
about Manitoulin Island. As many of you know Peter  
co-authored the extremely interesting and knowledgeable 
book ‘Manitoulin Rocks’.   
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BRANTFORD LAPIDARY CLUB’S 36th ANNUAL GEM SHOW 2008 
 

 Peter Russell and young prospector  Maddie and Russ with young miner 
 at the Children’s Mining Adventure 

             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bill Boone presents Juried Award            Pam’s  Wire Wrap Jenny Jones (middle) presents award for 
to member Pam Lengel (Congratulations!) Jewelry  Best Dealer Booth - Opal Wing Creations 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

                         Alison and Judy at the Admission Table 
 
        

   Paul Densem displays   
   Picture Rock and 3 cabs 
   from similar slab  
 
 

 (Right)2009 Show Chair Bev Anderson at auction table 
 (Far right) Lifetime member Carole C. and Nick G. 



The Telephone City 
Crystal  

The Brantford Lapidary and Mineral Society, Inc. 

Brantford Lapidary and Mineral Society, Inc 
1 Sherwood Drive, Brantford, ON N3T 1N3 (mailing address) 

 -  - 

3

Workshop: Jade 
Lapidaries and jewelers should constantly attempt to call gemstones and rough material by their 
correct name. Jade has many other stones named after it, as any material. The confusion as to 
what jade is, has been compounded by this deceptive practice. 
Amazon jade is adventurine.. 
American jade is a rock - a mixture of idocrase and grossular. 
Australian jade is chrysophrase. 
Colorado jade is green microcline. 
Flukien, Manchurian, and Honan jade are all soapstone. 
Indian jade is adventurine. 
Jadite is pure jade. (editor's note ? - not sure what he means) 
Jasper jade is green jasper. 
Korean jade is bowenite, a hard variety of serpentine. Oregon jade is a dark green jasper. 
Silver Peak jade is malachite. 
Transvall jade is a massive variety of green grossular garnet. 
Real jade such as BC jade, Alaska or Yukon jade are truly nephrite jade: 
Nephrite Hardness 6-61/2 S.G. 2.95 R.I. 1.6 -1.63 
Jadeite Hardness 61/2-7 S.G. 3.3 R.I. 1.66 - 1.68 
  
Possibly more information (some true, some false) has been written regarding the polishing of 
jade than all other lapidary materials combined. And so, one concludes that jade is difficult to 
polish. The answer is "Yes" and "no". Let us consider the mineral itself. There are three separate 
and distinct minerals that are known under the general term jade: Nephrite, Jadeite, and 
Chloromelanite.  
Nephrite is the one found in BC, Alaska, and Wyoming. This is the one we shall consider here. 
Let us first consider the nature of these rock-forming minerals. They are described as being 
fibrous, which simply means that structurally, they are a mass or network of tiny fibrous hair-like 
crystals, much like straws in a straw stack. They are so fine in nephrite that they cannot be seen 
even with a powerful magnifier. A peculiarity about crystals is that they are generally softer 
parallel to the crystal growth, and harder across the crystal. It is just this simple characteristic 
that creates all the difficulty in applying a polish, if one uses the same procedure as for example, 
agate. However, provided one has the proper equipment and uses it in the proper manner, 
nephrite jade is easy to polish. And now for the job! 
Proper sanding is of vital importance. Improper sanding mainly through use of unsuitable 
equipment and technique, is the greatest cause of difficulty. We will assume that you have your 
cab ground to shape, and coarse-sanded on a disc or drum, using 120 or 220 grit. The 220 is 
slower, but otherwise it matters little which is used. Recommended sanding speed is about 1000 
RPM for a ten-inch disc ( and not too much pressure, for more reasons than one). We have all 
read of using a well-worn sanding cloth for the final touches. This is O.K. for quartz minerals, but 
in my experience does not apply for jade, nor any other fibrous material. (Crystalline Rhodonite, 
for example). It is obvious that sanding will tend to wear away the fibres parallel to the direction 
of rotation of the sander at a faster rate than the fibres at right angles.   (cont’d) 
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This pesky behavior is called undercutting, and must be avoided. If we use the well-worn 
technique, we will probably decide that the old cloth isn't doing much, so a little extra pressure is 
added. What happens? In the first place, the stone is liable to be burned, creating nasty white 
spots, which, of course, must then be ground out. And that cab looks a little on the thin side 
already: But what is just as bad, if not worse, the sander (which has a small amount of resiliency) 
will be forced to plow out the parallel fibres and leave the cross-fibres already mentioned. What 
do we have now? Just plain orange peel. The obvious remedy is to use a sharp sander. No matter 
what number grit we are using. This will have a planing action which will remove material 
without undue pressure. After our cab has achieved a fine satin-like appearance all over, we may 
proceed to the fine sanding operation. But first, scrub the stone and dop stick to remove all 
traces of coarse grit. And make sure there is no grit (let's call it dust) anywhere- near the fine 
sander. 320 grit will be found quite satisfactory (and fine enough) for the final sanding. But here 
again, it must be new, sharp grit. Do not depend on this 320 to remove much material. As stated 
before, have a nice satin finish before leaving the coarse sander. The 520 grit will soon produce a 
mirror-like surface that 'night easily pass for a polish. Any areas that appear to have a "frosty" 
look are not sanded enough, and this frost must be removed. Actually, They are areas of small 
pits and depressions that are filled with sanding debris. 
We now have a semi-polished stone. This must again be very thoroughly scrubbed, particularly 
behind the stone where the dopping wax is located. And doubly important, this time, all dust 
must be removed from anywhere near the polisher.  
For polishing jade, we find that heavy harness leather, at least an eighth inch Thick is most 
suitable. Do not try to use light leather. A piece of felt floor covering makes a good cushion 
behind the leather. Chrome oxide is the most satisfactory polishing agent. Slow speed, not over 
350 RPM for a ten-inch disc works best. Quite' heavy pressure is generally required, particularly 
for flat surfaces and just enough water to keep the leather moist, applied with the chrome oxide 
in the form of a thin cream. Considerable pull will be felt as the leather dries cut. It is only while 
this pull or drag is felt, that actual polishing takes place. 
Identifying jade 
1. If you chip the edge of a suspected specimen and it sparkles or glitters, it's not jade. 
2. If you can scratch it with a knife blade, it's not jade. 
3.It should be much heavier than a common rock of similar size. 
4.Tap The specimen lightly with the point of your pick. If a small moon-shaped fracture shows it 
    is jade, it will have a smooth, waxy, almost greasy, look and feel. 
 The Puget Sounder via The Rock Licker 

 
MORE 2008 SHOW 
“Great Show Jenny!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                       Our Montreal Fossil Dealers           Kathy & Phyllis at club table 
      Gary and Bill and Jenny  
   
  
Left : Carole C. and VP John Moon 
 
Middle: Sirius Beader 
 
Right: Trilobite from Morocco 
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Coming Events 
April 18-20:  23rd Annual Gem, Mineral and Fossil Show of the Mineralogie de Montreal 
Fri. 3-10, Sat. 10-7, Sun 10-5 ; Center Pierre-Charbonneau 3000 Viau St. (Viau Metro), 
Montreal, Quebec. 
Admission: $8, children 6-12, $4 
Contact: 514-955-3758 or 514-332-9028 for more details. 
Website: http://www.salonminerauxmtl.com/ 
 
April 25-27:  Toronto Gem and Mineral Show and Sale presented by 3416798 Canada Inc. 
Fri. 4-9pm, Sat. 10-7, Sun. 10-5; Oriole Community Centre, 2975 Don Mills Rd. West, North York 
Features: Precious and semi-precious gemstones, fine quality jewelry, amber, stone beads 
Unique worldwide crystal specimens, tools and everything to create your own works of art! 
Admission: Adults $8, Seniors $7, 12-18 $6, under 12 free with adult 
Contact: Ohannes Bedrossian 514-989-9800 torontogemshow@gmail.com 
Website: www.torontogemshow.com 
Members of Toronto-area gem and mineral clubs will demonstrate jewelry making, faceting 
and lapidary arts. Unknown gems will be identified by qualified gemologist from the Canadian 
Gemological Association. 
 
May 2-4: Canadian Micro Mineral Association 45th Annual Symposium 
Brock University, St. Catharines, Ontario 
Speakers: Dr. Skip Simmons and Dr. Andy McDonald 
Contact: Bill Lechner at 416-438-8909 or bill.lechner@rogers.com 
Registration form available by request to the above. 
 
May 2-4:  Spring Open House – Robert Hall Originals Pewter Studio and Rock Shop 
Fri., Sat. and Sun. 10am – 5pm 
138 Sugar Maple Road, St. George, Ontario  
Features: Visit Ontario’s largest rock shop, bead store and pewter studio. Special prices all 
weekend, expanded fossil collection. New display of mineral specimens. Live demonstrations of 
wire wrapping, lapidary cutting and polishing, cabbing, faceting. Our rock pile (1000’s of pounds) 
will be open. 
Admission: Free 
Contact: 519-448-1236 or 1-800-360-2813  Website: www.roberthalloriginals.com 
 
May 3:  Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral Club Annual Show and Swap 
Sat. 10 am – 4 pm.  Waterloo Community Arts Centre (aka “The Button Factory”),  
25 Regina St. S. Waterloo, Ontario       Admission: Free  
Features: Rocks, minerals, gems, fossils, meteorites, and more.  
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June 21: Geo-Venture: Niagara Peninsula Geological Society Gem, Mineral and Fossil Show 
Sat. 10 –5 
Beamsville Fairgrounds, Beamsville, On 
Concurrent with the Beamsville Strawberry Festival 
Admission: Free! Donation encouraged 
Website: www.ccfms.ca/Clubs/NPGS/ 
 
July 18-20: 26th Annual Sudbury Gem and Mineral Show presented by the Sudbury Rock and 
Lapidary Society 
Fri. 5-9pm, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5 
Carmichael Arena on Bancroft Drive across from Minnow Lake and 1 km. south of the Kingsway 
(Hwy. 17E), Sudbury, On 
Features: Dealers: displays; demonstrations; kids activities; and hourly door prizes. 
Swapping, Sat. 11-4; field trip sun. at noon; barbeque Sat.& Sun. Dealers offer mineral, crystal 
and fossils specimens; meteorites; precious and semi-precious gems; finished jewellery including 
pearls and amber; and items for crafters including beads, tools and findings. 
Admission: Adults $4; Seniors $2; 6-12, $1; 5 and under free with adult 
Contact: Ed Debicki 705-522-5140; E-mail ed.debiciki@sympatico.ca 
Website: http://www.ccfms.ca/Clubs?Sudbury/show.htm 
 
For a complete listing go to the CCFMS website at www.ccfms.ca 
 
Field Trips 
SUNDAY APRIL 20 2008:  ROYAL ONTARIO MUSEUM BUS TRIP 
MEET AT WOODMAN DRIVE CENTRE - 491 GREY ST. BRANTFORD ONT. 
BUS WILL DEPART FROM WOODMAN AT 9:00 AM SHARP AND RETURN  
TO WOODMAN ABOUT 5:00 PM 
 
Sunday April 27: Arkona Field Trip 

  Leaving Woodman Community Centre - 8 AM in pooled cars.  
  Return approximately 5 PM 
  Location:  Arkona, Ontario (Rock Glen Conservation Park for lunch and 
  orientation & Hungry Hollow for collecting. ) 
  Equipment: Boots, Collecting Container (eg. Basket or Bag), 
                      Hammer (preferred pointed or chisel back)  
                      Chisel or prying pick, garden claw 
                      Bag Lunch & drink 
  Cost: Share gas & park entrance fee cost with pooled driven cars 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AA 
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 May 10: CCFMS Spring Quarry Trip, Part 1 – Nelson Aggregates, Beamsville, ON 
Plan to meet Sat. May 10th  2008 at the Nelson 
Aggregate’s gate for tag in and safety talk 
by 8:30 AM. No LATE ARRIVALS. 
There is a tag in and tag out policy at  
Beamsville Quarry. Orange reflective vests,  
long pants, safety shoes and hard hats are 
mandatory. Safety glasses should also be used. 
Please note this  field trip is open to persons  
16 years and over and members of CCFMS 
Member Clubs. Guests are permitted to come to 
either this trip or the Dundas trip, but not both. 
Membership to the CCFMS is our insurance for  
These field trips and strongly advised. 
More information on this quarry can be found at 
http://www.ccfms.ca/Events/Beamsville.html 
 
Contact: Jim Glen    jrglen@sympatico.ca 
 
 
 
 May 11: CCFMS Spring Quarry Trip, Part 2 – Lafarge Quarry, Dundas, ON 
Plan to meet Sun. May 11th  2008 at the Dundas Quarry 
Moxley Road entrance for tag in and safety talk 
by 8:30 AM. No LATE ARRIVALS. 
There is a tag in and tag out policy at  
Dundas Quarry. Orange reflective vests,  
long pants, safety shoes and hard hats are 
mandatory. Safety glasses should also be used. 
Please note this  field trip is open to persons  
16 years and over and members of CCFMS 
Member Clubs. Guests are permitted to come to 
either this trip or the Beamsville trip, but not both. 
Membership to the CCFMS is our insurance for  
These field trips and strongly advised. 
More information on this quarry can be found at 
http://www.ccfms.ca/Events/Dundas.html 
 
Contact: Jim Glen    jrglen@sympatico.ca 
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Club News 
We welcome the following new members to our club: Graham Stead, Rick Clause, Branko 
Madronic, Rodger Hill, Dean and Dinah Scammell, Tanya Proulx and family, Ricardo DiFelice. 
 
Bob Parry has asked as a promotion for our club to show our presence at his open house at 
Robert Hall Originals on May 2-4. We are looking for volunteers to man one of our lapidary 
machines and members to provide info about the BLMS and the hobby in general. 

 
 
Field Tools for the Rockhound 

Spring is finally here, and that means we're all ready to head out on our 
rockhounding expeditions! Appropriate tools will make your rockhounding trips 
easier and safer. You will not, however, need all the tools we list -- pick the ones 
you need for your particular expedition. 

Collecting Tools (marking tools with bright or fluorescent paint helps keep you from losing them) 
Crack hammer (2, 3, or 4 lb): This is for breaking medium-sized rocks and for driving your chisels. 
Go with the largest hammer you can comfortably handle.  
Crowbar or pry bar: A basic tool every rockhound should have. 22" pry bars are good basic tools, 
although 30" and larger are needed for really heavy work.  
Hand chisels, wide-ended or pointed: Another basic tool, and you should have a good-quality set of 
them. Carbide-tipped ones will make your work easier, although they are quite expensive.  
Geologist's pick (hammer/pick): A standard tool used for prying (not hitting rocks unless you want 
only a small chip) and as a handy guide to scale in photographs! Some manufacturers, such as 
Estwing, also offer geologist's hammer/chisels, as well as belt sheaths for both tools.  
Sledge hammer (12 to 16 lb) or Mason's hammer (6 to 8 lb): For breaking big rocks. Again, go with 
the largest you can comfortably handle (and haul). The sledge hammer often is more effective if 
you cut the handle off at 18".  
Pocket tools: These are used to extract specimens from deep pockets, and will go a long way 
toward saving your hands. Some possibilities are a commercial pocket tool, an 18" screwdriver, an 
ice pick, or a modified garden claw.  
Paintbrush/whiskbroom/toothbrush: These are used to clean specimens, to help you evaluate  
them.  
Tools for fine work: Possibilities are spatulas, surgical knife, palette knife, sieve, dental picks, 
geologist's trim hammer.  
Other tools: Hoe pick, bricklayer's (splitting) hammer, shovel, trowel. 
Specimen Identification 

Field guides: Bring the appropriate field guide for the specimens you are hunting (crystals, fossils, 
general rocks and minerals, etc.).  
10x loupe or magnifying glass: A good quality lens is an important aid, particularly for identifying 
small crystals and fossils.  
Magnet: Meteorites and iron-bearing rocks such as magnetite will attract a small, handheld 
magnet such as a refrigerator magnet. (A metal detector can be a good investment for a serious 
collector of meteorites -- or of gold or other metals, for that matter!)  
Vinegar: A few drops of vinegar on your specimen will form bubbles if carbonate is present.  
Streak plate: The color left when a rock is rubbed on a streak plate can help you distinguish 
between similar-appearing minerals. An unglazed porcelain tile (such as the back of a bathroom 
tile) can be substituted for a standard streak plate.  
Moh's hardness scale with test items: You can use a regular Moh's hardness kit, or you can use an 
informal approach. For example, window glass is Moh's 5½ and a steel file is 6½.  
UV lamp (short-wave and/or long-wave) and viewing bag: These are used for identifying 
fluorescent minerals. A black plastic sheet can be used in lieu of the viewing bag. 

 
 

 


